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INTRODUCTION 


SECTION I. 

An abridgment of the hijlcry of the emperors of In- 
dostan tfrom Tamerlane in 1398, to bis defen¬ 
dant Mahomed Shah in 1730. The power of 
Nizam Al Muluck, viceroy of the Deckan ; 
with remarks on the inhabitants, the title of 
Soubahdar, and the authority of the Nabobs under 
him. The cenquejt of Indostan, by Nadir 
Shah, in 1738; and the declenjion of the Great- 
Mogul’s power. Of the Carnatic, and its Na¬ 
bobs, from Sudet Allee Cawn in 1732, to Ana- 
verdy Cawn in 1743. The attacks made by the 
Nabobs on the Gentoo princes , till the invaf.on 
of the Morattoes in 1740; account of tbefe in¬ 
vaders their ccnquefts and devaflations in the Car¬ 
natic and Trichinopoli: their expuljion by Nizam 
Al Muluck-, and bis appointment of An averdv 
Cawn to be Nabob of the Carnatic, in 1744; 
which gave rife to the war in India between the 
English and French. 

T HE Mahometan princes had eftablifhed them- 
felves in feveral parts of India, long before 
Tamerlane, the Tartar prince of Samarcand, pene¬ 
trated there in 1398, when he dethroned the Sultan 
Mahmoud, and left the empire of Indoftan to his 
own pofterity. Tamerlane died in 1404, and his def- 
cendants eredled the new Dynafly of Mahometan 

11 emperors, 
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emperors, called the Great Moguls, one of whom, 
named Shah Gehan, was depol'ed by his fon Au- 
rengzebe, and died in 1666, Aurengzebe main¬ 
tained himfelf in the throne near fifty years, con¬ 
quered many provinces, and died in 1707. He 
was lucceeded by his fon Bahadar Shah, and the 
blood of Tamerlane continued to be held in too 
great veneration throughout the empire, to permit 
any others than his defcendants to entertain the 
thoughts of afcending the throne with impunity : 
but iome of them only accomplifhed the ceremony 
of being placed on the throne of Delli, to entitle 
them to be ranked in the lift of its monarchs. By 
that dependence on the great men of the empire, to 
which their co.ntefts for the crown had reduced the 
defcendants of Aurengzebe, the emperors elected, 
although ddpotic with the multitude, afcended the 
throne in bonds, and were in reality only the llaves 
of their minifters, who ruled the empire as they 
pleafed •, while the people faw the glare of a fove- 
reign, whole commands extended no farther than 
among the women of his feraglio. Thefe mini- 
Iters depofed and murdered Furruckfiftr in 1719; 
after which, they placed on the throne his coufin- 
german Raffeih Al Dirjat, whom they alfo mur¬ 
dered, after he had reigned only three months. 
H is brother Raffeih Al Dowlet was the fucceffor 
but died loon after, and it is fulpeeled he was poi- 
foned. This paved the way for Mahomed Shah * 
to the imperial dignity. He was fon of Jehan Shah, 
one of the three princes whoperifned in contending 
for the crown with their brother Jehandar Shah ; 
lb that a fon of each of thefe three unfortunate 
princes became emperor only to be as unfortunate 
as his father •, but the greateft humiliation, if not 


* Or Shah Hamet. 
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the moft tragical exit, was referved for Mahomed 
Shah, the great-grandfon of Aurengzebe. 

At this time, in 1730, the government of the 
Deckan was inverted in the viceroy Nizam A 1 
Muluck, who was bred under the eye of Aureng¬ 
zebe, and without rebellion had rendered himfelf 
almoft independent of the emperor, though a 
fourth part of the empire was under his jurifdic- 
tion ; having feven large territories, extending from 
Balafore to Cape Comorin, to which he had the 
indubitable right of nominating feven Nabobs, or 
governors of provinces. Befides, in all parts of 
India, there are ftill extenfive diftrids which have 
preferved ; with the Gentoo religion, the old form 
of government under Indian kings, called Rajah’s: 
fuch are MailTbre*, whofe capital is Seringapatnam; 
and Tanjore p, whofe capital is of the fame name. 
There are alfo, among the woods and mountainous 
parts of the country, feveral petty princes or heads 
of clans, diftinguifhed by the name of Polygars. 
Thefe are all tributary to the Nabobs, and thole to 
the viceroys, whofe capital is Aurengabad in the 
kingdom of Golconda. 

The fundamental laws of the government were, 
to acknowledge the Grand Mogul for firft fove- 
reign •, the governor-general of the Deckan for his 
reprefentative in that country; and the particular 
governors appointed by that viceroy, as holding 
their authority from him. Thefe princes are by 
curtom proud, and have a contempt for other na¬ 
tions. They are generally called Moors, as are all 
the governing people of India : but it is a great im¬ 
propriety to call thele Mahometan ufurpers by that 
name 5 and yet, as the writers of all nations have 
given them that appellation, it would now be a 


f OrTanjaour. 
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INTRODUCTION. 

greater impropriety to deviate from that ufage. 
Their attachment is fo ftridt to ancient manners, 
that they never change their modes of life or fafhions. 
There is no character thefe Afiatic princes are fo 
fond of as that of a warrior* and, as they have no 
other notion of government, they have been con¬ 
tinually at war with one another. They talk in a 
high ftrain of their paffion for military glory; and 
as the word Zing, in their language, fignifies a 
foldier, it appears, by the frequency of that termi¬ 
nation to molt of their Nabobs, how generally they 
afredt the honor of that title. 

However, it has been obferved, that all the 
Mahometans eftablilhed in India acquire, in the 
third generation, the indolence and pufillanimity of 
the original inhabitants, and at the fame time a 
cruelty of character to which the Indians are at pre¬ 
fers happily Itrangers. Hence we are almoft in¬ 
duced to gme affent to the opinion, that the prohi¬ 
bition of (heeding blood of any kind, inculcated 
by the Indian religion, was a political inftitution, 
wifely calculated to change into gentler manners 
the fanguinary difpofition, which is faid to have 
charadterifed all the inhabitants of Indoftan, before 
the religion of Brama was introduced among them. 

The Deckan*, is fo called from its fouthern 
fituation * and the word Soubah fignifies a province* 
fo that the viceroy of this territory is called Sou- 
bahdar, and by Europeans, improperly, Soubah. 
The Mooriih governors, dependent on the Soubah- 
dar, afiume the title of Nabob+, which fignifies 
deputy, who ought to hold his commiffion from 
Delli * and if at his death a fucceflor has not been 
previoufiy appointed by the Great Mogul, the 
Souba’ndar has the right of nominating a perfon to 


Or Decan. Or Navab. 

adminifter 
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idminifter the nabobffiip until the will of the fo- 
vereign is known : but a Nabob thus appointed is 
not deemed authentically eftabliffied until he is con¬ 
firmed from Delli. The Soubahdar receives from 
the ieveral Nabobs the annual revenues of the 
crown, and remits them to the trealury of the em¬ 
pire. The Nabobs are obliged to accompany him 
in all military expeditions within the extent of his 
viceroyalty ; but not in any without that extent. 
Thefe regulations were intended to place them in 
fuch a date of dependence on the Soubahdar, as 
fhould render them fubfervient to the interefts of 
the empire ; and at the fame time leave them fuch 
independence, as to render it difficult for the Sou¬ 
bahdar to make ufe of them to difturb the throne. 

Among other inftances of contempt with which 
the majefty of the emperor was treated of late 
years, the governors of provinces not only counter¬ 
feited letters, orders, and patents from the court 
of Delli; but even hired men to act the part of 
officers inverted by the Great Mogul, with power 
to confer with them on the affairs of their govern¬ 
ment. Thefe minifterial impoftors were pompoufly 
received in the capital, where the Viceroy or Na¬ 
bob humbled himfelf before the pretended repre- 
fentative, who delivered in public his credentials, 
and the fiftitious orders he had been inftrudted to 
enforce. Thefe meafures were praftifed to appeafe 
the minds of the people, who ftill retained fo much 
veneration for the blood of Tamerlane, that a 
viceroy always thought it neceffary to create an 
opinion among them, that he was a favorite of the 
emperor, even if he was in arms againft his au¬ 
thority. 

I have mentioned this, to fhew the power with 
which Nizam A 1 Muluck was inverted in the year 
1738, when- he was no lei's than ninety-four years 

B 3 of 
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of age, fo that he was in the prime of life at the 
death of Aurengzebe. His eldeft fon, Gauzedy 
Cawn, was bucfhee, or paymafter-general, the fe-. 
cond man in power, next to the Vizir, in this 
mighty empire. 

The removal of two dangerous enemies to the 
throne, placed Mahomed Shah in pofieffion of it, 
with a fecurity unknown to his precedeflors fince 
the reign of Aurengzebe ; but his greatefl danger 
lay in this fecurity. He was weak, fenfual, indo¬ 
lent, and irrefolute ; conferring greater power on 
his own favorites, than had been affumed by for¬ 
mer minifters. Thofe favorites offended Nizam Al 
Muluck, who loudly cenfured their adminiftration : 
but as he was fo far advanced in years, he thought 
himfelf unable to bring about a neceffary reforma¬ 
tion ; or pretending that there could be no other re-- 
medy in fuch defperate evils than a total revolu¬ 
tion of the empire, he fent to Nadir Shah, com¬ 
monly called Thamas Kouli Khan, who had ufurped 
the throne of Perfia, and advifed him to come and 
take poffeffion of that of Indoftan. The confe- 
quence was this, his advice was eagerly purfued, 
and the brave ambitious Perfian eafily dethroned the 
timid diffolute Mogul. 

The fatal hour approached, in which a Perfian 
adventurer was to have it in his power to exter¬ 
minate the race of Tamerlane, and annex the richeft 
empire of the world to his own. Nadir Shah en¬ 
tered India from Kandahar in the beginning of the 
year 1738; and a flight battle decided the fate of 
the Great Mogul, who laid his regalia at the foot 
of the conqueror, faw his capital plundered, and a 
hundred thoufand of its inhabitants maflacred. 

It was imagined, that after fo eafy a conqueft. 
Nadir Shah would have declared himfelf fovereign 
of the empire, and have detached fome of his Per¬ 
fian generals as viceroys over the diftant provinces, 

where 
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where they would have raifed great contributions 
from the natives, and obliged the European fettle- 
ments to pay largely for their liberty of trade, and 
the confirmation of thofe privileges, which they had 
obtained of the former lords and governors of thofe 
countries. But the conqueror only referved to him- 
felf fome of the weftern provinces, and reftored all 
the re it to the unhappy Mogul, whom he formally 
reinftated in the throne of his anceftors. Nadir 
Shah then returned to Perfia at the end of the 
year 1739, with an immenfe treafure. Generous 
to an avowed enemy, he was foon after maffacred 
by his pretended friends. The effe&s of his con- 
queft were not felt till fome years after in the fou- 
thern provinces, and were then of a different kind 
from what was at firft apprehended. The coniti- 
tution of the Mogul empire began to lofe its vigor 
immediately after the death of Aurengzebe, the 
ableft monarch that ever reigned over Indoftan: 
but fince the dreadful incurfion of the Perfians, it 
has declined fo much, that Soubahdars have main¬ 
tained themfelves in their governments againft the 
will of the fovereign, and have appointed Nabobs 
under them with as little regard to his authority. 
Nabobs have alfo kept pollefiion of their go¬ 
vernments, in oppofition both to the Soubahdar and 
the Mogul: but what is more extraordinary, in the 
offices of a defpotic Hate, both Soubahdars and 
Nabobs have appointed their fucceffors, who have 
frequently fucceeded with as little oppofition, as if 
they had been the heirs apparent of an hereditary 
dominion. 

The Carnatic, or province of Arcot, is one of 
the moft confiderable governments dependent on 
the Soubahdar of the Deckan, and comprehends 
the principal fettlements of the Europeans, Madrafs 
and Pondicherry, as alfo the capital city called 
Arcot. It was not before the beginning of the 

B 4 prefent 
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prefent century, that this province was entirely re 
duced by the Moors : but its limits now are greatly 
inferior to thofe which bounded the ancient Carna¬ 
tic 9 for the Nabobs of Arcot have never extended 
their authority beyond the river Gondegama to the 
north 9 the great chain of mountains to the weft ; 
and the borders of the kingdoms of Trichinopoli *, 
Tanjore, and Maiftore to the fouth 9 the fea bounds 
it to the eaft. 

Sudet ALLEECAWN-f- was a regular and acknow¬ 
ledged Nabob of the Carnatic, and governed that 
province from the year 1710 to 1732, when he 
died. As he had no ifiiie, he adopted the two fons 
of his brother 9 appointing the elder, Deuft Allee 
Cawn J, to fucceed in the nabobftnp. 9 and confer¬ 
ring the government of Velore on the younger, who 
was named Boker Allee Cawn. He alfo directed 
that Gulam Haflein, the nephew of his favorite 
wife, fttould be Duan, or prime minifter, to his 
fucceffor. The dilpofitions he had made were ful¬ 
filled without oppofition or difficulty : but the Sou- 
bahdar, Nizam A 1 Muluck, beheld the fucceffion 
of the new Nabob with averfion, fince it took effedt 
without that deference to his authority, which he 
was determined to eftabliffi throughout all the go- 

. t < o O 

vernments under his jurifdidtion. 

Deust Allee Cawn married one of his daughters 
to Chunda Saib§, a man of no family nor riches 9 
but endowed by nature with talents, and a capacity, 
that made ample amends for what fortune had de¬ 
nied him. This lord gave his own daughter, by a 
former wife, in marriage to Gulam Haflein, who 
was incapable of adminiftring the office of Duan, 


* Or Tritchanopoly; fometimes called Trichenapaly. 
+ By fome called Sadatulla. J Or Daouft Aly Kan. 

§ Sometimes called Chunda-Saheb, and Sander-Saheb. 
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which was therefore conferred upon his father- 
in-law. 

The kingdoms of Trichinopoli, Tanjore, Ma¬ 
dura, Maiifore, and Marava were governed by 
Gentoo princes, fubjedted to pay a yearly tribute to 
the Mogul; which was not punctually performed; 
and the new Nabob laid hold of this circumftance 
to make war upon them, and obtain their domi¬ 
nions for his own family. He affembied a nu¬ 
merous army, confiding of about thirty thoufand 
horfe, with a proportionable number of foot, the 
command of which he gave to his eldeft l'on Sub- 
der Allee * and Chunda Saib, who began their war¬ 
like operations by advancing towards the territories 
of Trichinopoli : but to prevent fufpicions, the 
collection of the tribute was given out as the only 
intention of the expedition, and the army was or¬ 
dered to move leifurely dowm to the fea coaft, be¬ 
fore they proceeded to the fouth. Accordingly, 
they came to Madrafs, where they remained fome 
days ; then marched to Pondicherry, and continu¬ 
ed there a longer time. Here Chunda Saib laid the 
firft foundation of his connexions with the French 
government in that city, from whence he advanced 
towards the capital of Trichinopoli, a large popu¬ 
lous place, about thirty-five leagues fouth-weft of 
Pondicherry. It was completely invefted by the 
Moorilh army on the fixth of March 1736, and 
taken by alfault the twenty-fixth of April following. 
Subder Allee eftablilhed Chunda Saib in the go¬ 
vernment of Trichinopoli, where he affirmed the 
title of Nabob. After making themfelves mailers 
of all the country, they invaded the kingdom of 
Tanjore, and befieged the capital, where Sahagy 
the king had {hut himfelf up with all the troops he 


* Or Sabder Aly Cawn. 
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could aflemble together. That place was well for¬ 
tified in their manner •, fo that the Moorilh princes 
turned the fiege into a blockade, after having at¬ 
tacked it in vain for fix months. 

While Chunda Saib commanded at the fiege, his 
brother Bara Saib advanced towards the fouth with 
a detachment of fifteen thoufand horfe, and made 
himfelf mafter of Marava, Madura, and the coun¬ 
try about cape Comorin. Then afcending along 
the coaft of Malabar, he pulhed his conquefts into 
the province of Travancour. In thefe circum- 
ftances, Chunda Saib put the French in poffeffion 
of Karical; while Subder Allee returned to his fa¬ 
ther at Arcot, who appointed Meer-Affud to fuc- 
ceed Chunda Saib in the office of Duan, and the 
latter refolved to fecure his new conquered domini¬ 
ons as an independent government for himfelf. 

The Gentoo princes were greatly alarmed at 
thefe conquefts, and difpatched meffengers to Maha 
Raja the king of the Morattoes *, reprefenting to 
him, that if they were not fpeedily affifted, their 
religion mull be fubverted, as well as their domi¬ 
nions deftroyed, by the Mahometans. The chief 
minifters of that prince, mod of whom were Bra- 
mins, perfuaded him it was an indifpenfible article 
of his duty to comply with their requeft; and he 
at laft determined to fend them an army of fixty 
thoufand horfe, and a hundred and fifty thoufand 
foot, under the command of his eldeft fon Ragogi 
Boufola -f- Sena Saib Soula, who began his march 
with thefe numerous forces in Odlober 1739. 

If it be matter of aftonifhment, that fuch num¬ 
bers of fighting men are frequently brought into the 
field, how will it appear, when it is added to the 


* Or Marattas; fometimes called Marattes, and Morattaes. 
t Or Ragojee Bonfala. 
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account, that every horfeman has two fervants; 
one to take care of his horfe, the other to procure 
him forage ; and that all thefe are accompanied by 
their wives and children ! 

The Viceroy Nizam A 1 Muluck was obliged 
to keep his arms turned towards Delli, which pre¬ 
vented him from marching into the Carnatic; fo 
that he permitted the Morattoes to attack the Nabob, 
which they were eager to do, with the defire of 
pillaging a country, that had been long enriched by 
the gold and filver which moft nations in the world 
had carried there for the purchafe of Indian com¬ 
modities. The Morattoes were now confidered as 
the moft enterprifing foldiers of Indoftan, and as the 
only nation of Indians, which feem to make war 
an occupation by choice; for the Rajpouts are fol¬ 
diers by birth. Of late years they had frequently 
been at the gates of Delli; fometimes in arms a- 
gainft the throne; at others, in defence of it againft 
the Affghans or Patans. The ftrength of their ar¬ 
mies confifts in their numerous cavalry, which is 
more capable of refitting fatigue than any in India, 
and large bodies of them have been known to 
march fifty miles in a day. They avoid general 
engagements, and feem to have no other idea in 
making war, but that of doing as much mifchief 
as poffible to the enemy’s country ; which they ef¬ 
fect by driving off the cattle, deftroying the har- 
vefts, burning the villages, and by exercifing fuch 
cruelties, as induce the people of the open country 
to take flight on the firft rumors of their approach. 
The celerity of their motions prevents any method 
of refiftance againft their main body, or even of 
effeftually attacking any of their detachments: 
therefore, the expence of maintaining an army in 
the field, with little probability of fighting fuch an 
enemy, and the greater detriment arifing from the 
devaftations they commit, generally incline the go¬ 
vernments 
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vernments they attack to purchafe their retreat with 
money *. 

Before the Carnatic was conquered by the 
Great Mogul, the Morattoes were in pofifeffion of 
feveral forts and territories in the country, which 
the Moors obliged them to abandon; with a ftipu- 
lation that they ihould annually receive a portion 
of the revenues, as a recompence for the poffeffions 
which they relinquilhed, and as an encouragement 
to refrain from their ufual predatory incurfions into 
the province. The Nabobs of Arcot had many 
years neglected to pay this kind of tribute, and the 
Morattoes had defifted from their accuftomed me¬ 
thod of obtaining reparation, from their great fear 
of Nizam A 1 Muluck : but this reftraint svas now 
removed, by the encouragement which they receiv¬ 
ed from him to invade the Carnatic. 

The Morattoe army approached the Carnatic in 
May 1740, pillaging and ravaging all the country 
through which they palled. The Nabob marched 
from Arcot with what troops he could affemble, 
which were only four thoufand horfe and fix thoufand 
foot, to defend the pafles of Damal-cherri, until 
he could receive frefh fuccours from his fon Sub- 
der Allee and Chunda Saib : but he was betrayed by 
one of his Indian officers, who fuffered the Morat¬ 
toes to pafs the ftation where he commanded. The 
confequence was, that the Nabob was furioufly at¬ 
tacked in the rear of his fmall army, which was 
not guarded by intrenchments. His men refolute- 
ly defended themielves, until they faw him, and 
his fon Haffan Allee, fall dead from their elephants. 
The rout was then general; moft of the Nabob’s 


* For a more particular account of the Morattoes; their 
< 3 ifpofition ; the nature of their troops; their arms, perfons, 
and drefi, fee my firlt volume. 
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Officers were flain •, and Meer-Affud was taken 
prifoner. This happened on the 20th of May* 
when the ground was extremely wet by the rains 
which fell the night before, fo that many fugitives 
were trod under foot by the elephants, which funk 
down to the middle of the leg in mud. It is faid, 
that never was a fight more (hocking to humanity 
than what this battle prefented, of hories, camels, and 
elephants, wounded and furious, mingled and over¬ 
whelmed, together with officers and foldiers, lending 
forth hideous cries, making vain efforts to efcape 
from the (loughs full of blood wherein they were 
plunged, and ltifling and crufhing to pieces thole 
wounded loldiers who wanted ftrength to rife. The 
conquerors plundered the camp, carried off the mi¬ 
litary cheft, and took the ftandard of Mahomet, 
as alfo that of the Mogul, above forty elephants, 
and a great number of hories. The body of Deuft 
Allee Cawn was found among the dead; but that 
of his fon could not be diftinguifhed. 

The Morattoes fent detachments to plunder and 
levy contributions into every part of the province ; 
while Subder Allee fled to Velore, and Chunda Saib 
returned to Trichinopoli. The Morattoes wrote from 
Arcot to the governor of Madrafs,thatthey had large 
demands on the company, which they would fettle at 
leilure : but in the mean time, they demanded 
three hundred thoufand pagodas in part towards the 
pay of their army. As this letter was only fent by 
two horfemen, it was not difficult for the governor 
to return an anfwer : but he would not have found 
it fo eafy, in the circumftances the place then was, 
to avoid parting with a capital fum, if they had fup- 
pcrted their demand, by marching one pair of their 
army againft the town ; and that they neglected ir, 
was owing to other caufes, more than anv opinion 
that his power was fuffieier.t to refill them. 


The 
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The fortifications of Pondicherry were at this 
time in fuch reputation, among a people who had 
never before feen any thing equal to them, that the 
late Nabob and his children had fent their families 
and treafures to remain there during the war ; 
while the opulent inhabitants of Arcot removed all 
their valuable effe&s into the ftrong holds with 
which the province abounds. The Morattoe ge¬ 
neral alfo threatened to attack Pondicherry with all 
his forces, unlefs he had immediate fatisfadtion 
made by the payment of confiderable fums. He far¬ 
ther demanded a yearly tribute to be paid, and the 
family and treafure of the Nabob to be delivered 
up to him. Several letters parted between him and 
M. Dumas, the French governor, who fhewed, by 
his anfwers to the Morattoe, that he was not to be 
terrified at his menaces. 

The Morattoes, thus difappointed, readily lifi 
tened to the propofals of their prifoner Meer Artird, 
who was impowered by Subder Allee to treat with 
them ; and it was agreed, they Ihould be paid, at 
different periods, ten millions of rupees, equal to 
one year’s revenue of the province, on condition 
that they quitted it immediately. This was made 
public ; but another article was kept fecret, where¬ 
by the Morattoes had liberty to attack Chund3 
Saib, and feize his dominions for themfelves. As 
foon as the treaty was ratified, Subder Allee af¬ 
firmed the title and authority of Nabob; while 
Chunda Saib put Trichinopoli in the beft poflureof 
defence, as apprehenfive of what had been tranf- 
a&ed againft him. 

The Morattoes accordingly quitted the province, 
and returned in December; invaded the country of 
Trichinopoli, inverted the capital, cut off all fup- 
plies, and obliged Chunda Saib to furrender the 
place, on the 26th of March 1741, after he had 
bravely defended it three months. The Morattoes 

put 
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put him, with his fon, and their principal officers, 
under the ftricteft confinement; and having drained 
Trichinopoli, they appointed Morarow *, one of 
their generals, viceroy of the kingdom, leaving 
fourteen thoufand of their troops under his com¬ 
mand. During the fiege, the Morattoe general 
fent a detachment of eight thoufand horfe, and a 
ftrong body of foot, to the fea-coaft, who attacked 
Porto Novo, about fix leagues to the fouth of Pon¬ 
dicherry, and eafily made themfelves mafters of an 
open indefenfible place, which they plundered, and 
carried off all the merchandizes found in the ma¬ 
gazines of the Englifh, French, and Dutch. The 
lame detachment marched from Porto Novo to 
Goudelour, an Englifh fettlement four leagues 
fouth of Pondicherry, which they pillaged. After 
this, they encamped at Archiouac, a league and 
half from Pondicherry •, from whence they march¬ 
ed to attack Congymer and Ladras, two eftabliftt- 
ments belonging to the Dutch, whole magazines 
they entirely plundered. 

Subder Allee was thus confirmed Nabob by thy 
Morattoes, and Chunda Saib was removed from 
exciting inteftine commotions: but the refentment 
of Nizam A 1 Muluck {till remained to be appeafed. 
The late calamities fo much affedted the new Na¬ 
bob, that he removed his court from the open and 
defencelefs city of Arcot, and took up his refidence 
at Velore, which was well fortified, and had a ftrong 
citadel formerly built by the Morattoes. With 
the fame fpirit of precaution he fent his wives and 
children with his treafures to Madrafs •, becaufe he 
fulpedted the connexions which fubfifted between 
Chunda Saib and M. Dupleix, the governor of 
Pondicherry. The Nabob made feveral vifits from 
Velore to his family at Madrafs and thefe journies 


Or Morari-row. 


were 



xvi INTRODUCTION. 

were reported to Nizam A 1 Muluck, as proofs of 
his intention to proceed from thence by fea to 
Mecca, to fpend the remainder of his days in a£ts 
of devotion at the tomb of Mahomet. 

Mortiz Allee, who had married the Nabob’s 
filter, was now governor of Velore, and was un¬ 
willing to pay his contingent for the Morattoes •, in 
which he was joined by other governors, who repre- 
fented to him, that the Soubahdar would be pleafed 
with any violent meafures that might be taken by 
the officers of the Carnatic, againlt a Nabob who 
paid little deference to his authority. A confpiracy 
was formed, and Subder Allee was affaffinated by 
fome Abyffinian flaves ; after which Mortiz Allee 
influenced the army to proclaim him Nabob; but 
they as foon dethroned him, and Seid Mahomed 
Cawn, the young fon of Subder Allee, was declared 
lawful fucceflor to the government of the Carnatic. 

The Soubahdar Nizam A 1 Muluck had no dan¬ 
ger to apprehend from the court of Delli, and 
marched in the fpring from Golconda to Arcot, at 
the head of his army, which was compofed of 
eighty thoufand horfe, and two hundred thoufand 
foot. Such a force could meet with no refiftance : 
he fettled the government at Arcot, which he con¬ 
ferred on Coja Abdullah Cawn, and took the young 
prince whom he had depofed under his own care. He 
alfo expelled the Morattoes from Trichinopoli and 
returned to Golconda, where he was attended by 
the new Nabob, who was poifoned on the road, 
and was fucceeded in his government by Anaverdy 
Cawn *, through the favor of Nizam A 1 Muluck. 

The new Nabob arrived at Arcot in April; and 
the introdu&ion of this ftranger into the Carnatic 
was the fource of thofe events, which gave rife to 
the war in India between the Englifn and French. 


* Or AnVar-adean Khan. 
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SECTION II. 

Account of Anaverdy Cawn : he is confirmed in the 
government of the Carnatic -.-—The War between 
Great Britain and France in 1744: it ex¬ 
tends to their fettlements in the East Indies. 
Commodore Barnet fent there with a fquadron 
from England in 1745 : bis capture of feme French 
fhips in the Indian feas ; and his arrival at Madrafs. 
M. de la Bourdonnais fent with a French fqua¬ 
dron to reinforce Pondicherry .—Commodore Barnet 
dies in 1746, and is fucceeded in the command by 
Captain Peyton. An engagement between the two 
fquadrons off Negapatnam .—The Jlate of Madrafs 
under governor Morse : it is bejieged by the French 
army and fquadron from Pondicherry, under the 
command of M. de la Bourdonnais. The ftrengtb 
of the Befiegers, and the Befieged : the town capi¬ 
tulates and furrenders. The French Governor of 
Pondicherry revokes the treaty of ranfom: the 
Englilh Governor and Council are fent prifoners 
of war to Pondicherry: and M. de Paradis is 
appointed governor of Madrafs. Amount of the 
French booty there*, and of the Englifh lofs. — Com¬ 
modore de la Bourdonnais reinforced by fome fhips 
of war from France: his fquadron aeftroyed by a 
form. He quits the F rench fervice ; is taken in a 
Dutch Jhip , and brought prifoner to England, in 
1747: his removal to France, confinement in the 
Baftile, and honorable dtfcbarge. 

A Naverdy Cawn was the Ion of Anawar, who 
was made by the Great Mogul Aureng- 
zebe, on account of his great erudition and know¬ 
ledge oftheKoran, one oftiiole religious officers ap¬ 
pointed to offer up daily prayers for the health and 
profperity of the iovereign •, who ailo ennobled him 

C with 
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with the rank as a commander of 250 horfe. He 
retired to Gopee-mahoo, and there Hnifhed his 
days. His fon Anaverdy was raifed to a higher 
degree of nobility, by being ranked a commander 
of 500 horfe, and was appointed governor of a 
diftrid called Coorah Gehanabad, from whence he 
went to Amedabad, where Gazi O’dtn Cawn, the 
Soubahdar of the fouthern provinces, gave him an 
honorable port in the city of Surat •, and when Nizam 
A 1 Muluck fucceededhis father Gazi O’din in the 
Deckan, he appointed Anaverdy Cawn Nabob of 
the Yalow and Raja-mundrum countries, which he 
governed feveral years, till he was promoted to the 
government of the Carnatic on the death of Ceja 
Abdullah Cawn. 

Before this time, the Carnatic had been govern¬ 
ed by three fucceffive Nabobs of the fame family, 
who confidered that government as a kind of in¬ 
heritance, which they ruled with all the good ef¬ 
fects of a mild and generous adminiftration ; fo 
that their fubje&s beheld with regret the transfer- 
ing of the government inro the hands of any 
ftranger, and were defirous of having for their 
Nabob the depofed fon of Subder Allee Cawn. 
The Soubahdar committed the care of the young 
prince to the new Nabob, with the authority of a 
guardian, till he came of age, when it was pre¬ 
tended he Ihould be inverted with the power of 
Nabob-, and he was treated by his guardian in a 
fplendor adequate to his birth : but he was foon 
alfaflinated in his palace at Arcot by a delperate 
band of difcontented Patans, whofe cruelty was 
imputed to be the refult of a confederacy between 
the regent Nabob and the governor of Veloor, both 
of whom difavowed the faft. Anaverdy Cawn 
proved his innocence to Nizam A 1 Muluck, who 
lent him a full and regular commiffion of the na- 

boblhip 
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eoblhip of Arcot, foon after the death of Seid Ma¬ 
homed. 

War had been declared between Great Britairt 
and France in March 1744; but neither party took 
any public notice of the lituation of affairs in the 
Eaft Indies: however, the French India company, 
in 1742, offered the Englilh a neutrality for the 
Eaft Indies, which was imprudently rejected ; and 
the war was carried into thele remote regions, where 
the Nabobs were foon made fenfible, it was their 
intereft to fuppiy one party or other with their mer¬ 
cenary troops. 

Immediately on the declaration of the French 
war, the Englilh Eaft India company perceived the 
neceffity of lending a fquadron to India ; becaufe 
it might effectually prevent the French from in¬ 
juring the Britilh commerce there, and would pro¬ 
bably ruin the French company. This was the 
more neceffary to be done, as the Englifh com¬ 
pany had not only fuffered by their competition with 
the French in trade •, but alfo by the great encou¬ 
ragement which had been given the French, to 
fmuggle their India goods into the Britilh domi¬ 
nions. In point of intereft, indeed, the Dutch 
were more concerned to ruin the French com¬ 
merce, in thofc parts, than the crown of Great 
Britain : but as the Dutch had not declared war a- 
gainft France, nothing of that kind was to be ex¬ 
pected from them •, while Great Britain was left, 
in this bufinefs, to attend the concerns of Flolland 
equally with her own •, and, by attacking the 
French in the Indian feas, lerve both interefts, at 
her own expence. 

The affairs of the French company w r ere in a 
better condition than ever in India; which occa- 
fioned apprehenfions that the Britifh commerce 
would be greatly incommoded. This promoted an 
application from the Englilh company to the lords 
C 2 of 
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of the admiralty, for a fquadron to be fent for the 
protection of their trade and fettlements, and to 
annoy thofe of the French in India. Accordingly, 
a fquadron was appointed for the fervice, under 
the command of commodore Barnet, confiiting of 
four fhips *, with which he let fail from Portf- 
mouth on the 5th of May. This fquadron did not 
proceed immediately to the Englifh fettlements in 
India; but palled beyond them, and cruized in two 
divifions in the Straits of Sunda and Malacca, with 
a defign to interrupt the French company fhips, 
then expected to be on their return to Europe, 
without any convoy. The commodore and lord 
Northefk difguiled their Flips, by painting and 
rigging them in the Dutch manner, and in this 
condition arrived in the Straits of Banca, where they 
continued at anchor, till the 25th of January 1745, 
when they faw chree large Prench Flips coming 
down, which they attacked and took, after a fmart 
engagement of about three glades. The French 
Flips belonged to the company, and were laden 
from Canton to Europe: the one was called the 
Dauphin, commanded by captain Butler ; another 
was the Hercules, commanded by captain Dufrein; 
and the third was the jafon, commanded by captain 
Delametrie: they were about 700 ton, with 30 
guns, and j 50 men, each ; very deeply and richly 
laden, chiefly with tea, china-ware, and filk ; with 
which the commodore proceeded to Batavia, where 


* This fquadron was as follows: 


Ships. 

Commanders. 

Men. 

Guns. 

Deptford, 

Commodore Barnet, 

400 

60 

Medway, 

Captain Peyton, 

400 

60 

Prefton, 

Lord Northeik, 

300 

5 ° 

Diamond, 

Captain Moore, 

120 

20 


Total 

1 o 

N 

190 


the 
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the whole fquadron was to rendezvous, and from 
thence fall down to the coaft of Coromandel. The 
two other men of war, were alfo difguifed like 
Dutchmen, and took a French privateer at Achen 
in Sumatra, which was fitted out from Pondicherry 
to cruize in the China feas. They alfo took a 
French fhip from Manilla, richly laden; and then 
joined the commodore at Batavia, from whence the 
w'hole fquadron fet fail, and appeared on the coaft 
of Coromandel in the month of July; at which 
time the garrifon of Pondicherry confuted of no 
more than 436 Europeans, its fortifications were 
not completed, and no French marine force had 
appeared in India fince the declaration of war. 

M. Dupleix now prefided at Pondicherry, the 
government of which had been refigned to him by 
M. Dumas in October 1741, together with the title 
and privilege of Nabob, which had been confer¬ 
red on the late governor by the reigning Mogul, 
whereby he was made Manfoubdar, with the com¬ 
mand of 4500 Mogul cavalry, being the firft 
honor of that kind ever conferred upon any Eu¬ 
ropean in Indoftan. M. Dupleix was not bred a 
foldier, and the appearance of the Britilh fquadron 
alarmed him, for the fafety of Pondicherry. He 
therefore prevailed on Anaverdy C3\vn to infill 
with the Englifh government of Madrafs, that the 
Ihips of war fhould not commit any hoftilities by 
land againlt the French pofiefTions in the territories 
of Arcot: but the Nabob alfo allured the Englifh, 
that he would oblige the French toobferve the fame 
neutrality. This made lb much impreffion upon 
the government of Madrais, that they requefted 
and prevailed on commodore Barnet to confine the 
operations of his fquadron to the lea. 

The French were not only intent on defeating 
the expedition of commodore Basnet; but had even, 
C 3 put 
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pat into execution a fcheme for expelling the Eng¬ 
liffi company from all their fettlements on the 
coafts of Coromandel. M. Mahe de la Bourdon- 
nais, the governor of the ifles of France and Bour¬ 
bon, two fettlements belonging to the French in 
the Indian ocean, about thirty-four leagues to the 
eaftward of Madagafcar, was lent, in 1739, with 
a fquadron of large Ihips and 1500 men, to rein¬ 
force Pondicherry; which arrived there in 1741. 
As the Englilh had refuled the neutrality offered 
by the French, the latter came to the refolution of 
giving a vigorous exertion to their force imlndia : 
and accordingly, on the nth of April 1745, the 
French monarch granted M. de la Bourdonnais a 
commilfion, whereby it was ordered, “ That all 
captains and officers of the India company’s fhips, 
ffiould acknowledge him for their commander, and 
to obey him as fuch ; whether he ffiould go on board 
any of thofe ffiips, or might judge proper to fend 
them on any particular expedition.” This com- 
miffion was received at Pondicherry, on the 6th of 
January following, by M. de la Bourdonnais, who 
was, like the Du Quenes, the Barts, and the Du 
Gue-Trouins, a man qualified for doing great 
things with a fmall force; and one who under- 
ftood commerce as well as fighting. He infiantly 
applied his whole attention how to diftrefs the 
Engliffi company ; and, as the molt effectual way, 
determined to attempt the reduction of Madrals, 
with its fubordinate fettlements, rather than lofe his 
time in uncertain cruizes, by endeavouring to in¬ 
tercept the ffiips belonging to the Engliffi com¬ 
pany. 

Commodore Barnet died at Fort St. David’s in 
April, 1746, and was fucceeded in the command by 
captain Peyton, who lent home two ffiips, and was 
reinforced by three other men of war from Eng¬ 
land, 
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land, when his fquadron confided of feven fhips *. 
M. de la Bourdonnais had alfo a fquadron confid¬ 
ing of eight fhips, the larged of which belonged to 
the king, and the other feven were fitted out by 
the company as men of war -f. 

The two fquadrons met on the 25th of June, 
and came to an engagement off Negapatnam. The 
French had much the fuperiority in number of 
men; but the Englifh had greatly the advantage 
in weight of metal, by which the fortune of battle 
is now generally decided at fea: the Englifh alfo 
failed better than the French, and were worked 
with greater fkiil. The adfion began at half an 
hour pad four in the afternoon, and continued till 
feven, when it grew dark, and occafioned the fe- 
paration of both the fquadrons, with little lofs on 
either fide. J Commodore Peyton made fail for 


* Thefe were as follows: 


Ships. Commanders. Men Guns. 

Medway, Commodore Peyton, 400 60 

Prefton, Lord Northelk, 300 go 

Harwich, Captain Carteret, 300 50 

Wiachefter, Lord Thomas Bertie, 300 50 

Medway’s Prize, Captain Griffith, 240 40 

Lively, Captain Stevens, izo 20 

Total 1660 270 

f Thefe were : 

Ships. Guns. Men. 

The Achilles, - - - - 74 - - - 700 

Due d’Orleans, - - - - 56 - - - 400 

Bourbon, - -.---56 - - - 400 
Neptune, - -- -- 54- - - 400 

Phoenix, - -- -- - 34 - -- 400 

St. Louis, - -- -- 44--- - 400 

Lys, ------- 40 - - - - 300 

Infulaire, - -- -- 20- - - 250 


398 3250 

t The Englifh had 14 men killed, and 46 wounded. The 
French had 27 killed, and 53 wounded. 
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Trincanomaly bay in the ifland of Ceylon ; and the 
French commodore returned to Pondicherry: the 
former afterwards difappeared, and failed for the 
bay of Bengal ; while the latter made preparations 
for befieging Madrafs. 

The Englifh called on the Nabob Anaverdy 
Cawn to fulfil his promife of reftraining the French 
from committing hoftilities againft them by land : 
but they omitted to employ the mod certain means 
of obtaining his prote&ion, by negle&ing to ac¬ 
company their application for his affiftance with a 
prefent of money} which imprudent parfimony 
left the Nabob unconcerned about their interefts. 

Nicholas Mors. -,Efqi was at this time governor 
of Madrafs, which had been raifed to a degree of 
opulence and reputation, that rendered it inferior 
to none of the European eftablilhments in India, ex¬ 
cepting Goa and Batavia : but the place had been 
in a bad date of defence for fome years, and ftill 
continued fo, notwithftanding commodore Barnet 
had apprized the company, and particularly their 
fecret committee, of the infecurity of their fettle- 
ment, by a letter, dated on board the Deptford in 
Madrafs road, on the 24th of September 1745, 
wherein that experienced and judicious commander 
reprefented, “ That he muft fpeak his lurprize, to 
find a place of fuch confequence as this was to the 
company, in fnch a condition : the works feemed 
rather built by chance than defign; the baftions 
were placed contrary to all rules, and the curtain 
was no better than a long unflanked garden-wall ; 
and the garrifon was fo weak, that, if he was go¬ 
vernor, he fhould never fieep found in a French 
war, if there were 500 Europeans in Pondicherry : 
that he had feen, and confidered the plan of the 
works propofed ; thought it a very good one •, and, 
when it was completed, the town would be Effi¬ 
ciently fortified on that fide : but then, that fome- 

thing 
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thing muft be done towards the fea, where there 
were embrafures for form, not ufe, there being 
no rampart to mount guns upon : that the diftance 
between the baftions was very great, and there was 
again a long weak wall without flank or defence j 
fo that two fixty gun fhips would, in two hours 
time, make an entire breach from baftion to baf- 
tion.” Governor Morfe, as the company had fo 
long neglected to fend a fkilful engineer, did all 
that lay in his power for the fecurity of the place, 
and fent for the bed he could get from Bombay in 
1745: but had the fortifications been in the belt 
order, they would have been of little ufe, without 
a iufficient number of men to defend them ; and 
this was the prefent cafe. 

M. de la Bourdonnais was well acquainted 
with the fituation of Madrafs, the nature of the 
works, and the ftrength of the garrifon •, fo that he 
negle&ed nothing that could contribute to make 
his advantage of any defeats in the fortifications of 
the place. On the 3d of September, the French 
fquadron anchored four leagues to the fouth of Ma¬ 
drafs, having on board the troops, artillery, and 
{lores intended for the fiege. Here l'ome of the troops 
were landed, and marched to St. Thorne, about 
three miles to the fouthward of Madrafs: there 
they lecured the landing of another part of their 
men on the 4th, without any interruption from the 
garrifon, which was incapable of fending a de¬ 
tachment lufficient to make any material oppofi- 
tion. The town was immediately invefled on the 
land fide, where the French made rheir grand camp 
at Chindadre Petrah ; while the fquadron prevent¬ 
ed any relief by fea. 

The French army confided of 1100 Europe¬ 
ans, 400 Calfres, and 400 fepoys, difcipiined in 
the European manner. Gn board the iquadroa 
there remained 1800 European mariners j and this 

force 
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force was too formidable to be refilled. Long be¬ 
fore the war with France, the Englifh company 
had promifed to augment the garrifon of Madrafs 
to 600 Europeans, exclufive of the gun-room 
crew; yet the recruits were fo few, that when the 
French invefted it, the whole garrifon confifted 
only of 300 Europeans, twenty-three of which 
were Portugueze deferters from Goa, thirty-four 
were in the hofpital, and there were fuch numbers 
incapable of iervice, that all the effective Europe¬ 
ans to be depended upon did not exceed 200: to 
which may be added, the crew of the princefs 
Mary, being eighty men i and about 200 Topafies, 
a black, degenerate, wretched race of the ancient 
Portugueze, and little to be depended upon, as 
there was not one in ten poffeffed of any of the ne- 
cefiary requifites for a foldier. The principal of¬ 
ficer among the garrifon was one Peter Eckman, 
an ignorant fuperannuated Swede, who had been a 
common foldier, and now bore the rank of a firft 
lieutenant: he was aflifted by two other lieutenants, 
and feven enfigns. To all which may be farther ad¬ 
ded, that though the garrifon had near 200 pieces of 
cannon, yet they wanted men that were capable of 
playing them5 befides that, the want of military 
flores was equal to the paucity of military men. 

Most of the Afiatics immediately deferred the 
place, and flew up into the country with their mod 
valuable effedls. The Nabob fent no afiiftance to 
the garrifon; for fuch was his avaricious temper, 
that it could not refill the powerful policy of 
French corruption, as he preferred the gold of 
France before the ties of honour, and the fecurity 
of that fettlement, which it was his own intereft to 
preferve. 

The French began to bombard the town on the 
7th of September, which they continued till the 
10th, when William Monfon, Efq-, and John 

Hally- 
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Hallyburton, Efq-, were lent, as deputies, from 
the governor to the French camp, to fee what 
terms would be granted, and if it was poffible to 
procure the ranfom of the town. The deputies 
were honorably treated by M. de la Bourdonnais, 
who entered into a confultation with them, and of¬ 
fered them the following conditions: “ That the 
town fhould be delivered up, and all the Englifh 
remain prifoners of war: that the articles of capi¬ 
tulation being fettled, thofe of the ranfom fhould 
be regulated amicably: that the garrifon fhould 
be conduced to Fort St. David; and the failors 
fent to Cuddalore.” 

As the inftrudions of M. de la Bourdonnais 
were, not to make any new fettlement, he had in 
his power only this alternative, either to deftroy 
fuch as he fhould become mafter of, or treat for a 
ranfom. The latter was more adapted to his 
interefl: but, as he had only agreed it fhould be 
regulated in a friendly manner, the Englifh depu¬ 
ties demanded of him a farther explanation when 
he made them this anfwer : “ Gentlemen, I do not 
fell honor : the flag of my king fhall fly over Ma- 
drafs, or I will die at the foot of the walls. In re¬ 
gard to the ranfom of the town, and in every thing 
that is interefting, you (hall be fatished with me j 
(and, taking the hat of one of the deputies, he faid) 
here is nearly the manner how we will regulate 
matters : this hat is worth fix rupees, you fhall give 
me three or four for it, and fo of the reft.” 

These articles were accepted and figned, upon 
which the French took pofTeflion of the town. The 
magazines, warehoufes, and other places, were de¬ 
livered over to the French officers and commifla- 
ries; and the Englifh foldiers and failors were car¬ 
ried on board the French fhips in the road •, while 
the governor and council fettled the price of the 
ranfom with the French commodore at 1,100,000 

pagodas. 



xxviii INTRODUCTION, 

pagodas, or 421,6661, fterling ; befides a very va¬ 
luable private prefent to the commodore, who was 
willing to evacuate his conquetl upon thefe terms, 
and leave the Englilh in full pofieffion of their pre- 
fidency. 

There was not a man killed in the French 
camp during the fiege ; and only live Englifhmen 
were killed in the town by the explofion of the 
bombs, which deltroyed three houfes. 

The fame day that Madrais furrendered, a mef- 
fenger from the Nabob Anaverdy Cawn arrived at 
Pondicherry, and delivered to M. Dupleix a letter, 
in which the Nabob exprefied great furprize at the 
prefumption of the French in attacking Madrafs 
without his permiffion, and threatened to fend his 
army there if the fiege was not immediately raifed. 
But M. Dupleix fent directions to his agent at Ar- 
cot to pacily the Nabob, by promifing, that the 
town fhould be given up to him ; and by reprefent- 
ing, that the Englilh would certainly be willing to 
pay him a large fum of money for the reftitution of 
fo valuable a pofielfion. 

The French government at Pondicherry at firft 
ratified the treaty of ranfom : but, on the 20th of 
September, they declared it null and void-, fo that 
commodore De la Bourdonnais was obliged to re¬ 
voke the terms of the ranfom, and leave Madrafs 
under the government of M. de Paradis, a Swifs, 
who was the favorite of M. Dupleix. The confe- 
quence was, that the Britifh governor and council, 
on the 13th of November, were carried prifoners to 
Pondicherry i while the reft of the Englilh inhabi¬ 
tants were ordered to quit Madrafs -, upon which 
they difperfed ro different places, and left the 
French in poffelTion of all their effeCts. 

The promife of a ranfom was the principal in¬ 
ducement that prevailed on governor Morfe to 
make fo fpeedy a furrender ■, and if ihe French had 

not 
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not perfidioufly broke their engagement, the price 
of the ranfom would have been a very favorable 
circumftance to the Englifh company: for the 
French obtained a booty of fiiver, woollen goods, 
velvets, copper, iron, lead, and ftores for ule and 
fale, to the value of 73,0001. fterling; in plate, 
furniture, mint neceflaries, and other 1'mall articles, 
12,oool •, 1600 bales of calicoes, 7000 bags of l'ait- 
petre, and 800 landies of red wood, valued at 
72,80cl. prime coft; in all, 157,800!. They alio 
took the princel's Mary Indiaman •, with two fnows, 
called the Mermaid and Advice, employed in the 
company’s fervice: to this might be added a much 
more confiderable fum, from the deprivation of fo 
important a branch ot commerce, and the lofs of 
revenues; beficies the expence of the public build¬ 
ings, which coft upwards of 160,cool; and which 
the French intended to demolifh, if they had not 
received frefh inftruchons, in ccnfequence of the 
Englilh having taken Cape Breton. That circum¬ 
ftance cauled the French to alter their meafures, 
with the view of exchanging one place for the 
other: but though the Englifh afterwards, in pur- 
fuance of the general treaty of peace, left Cape 
Breton in a better condition than when it was taken; 
yet the French ached very differently at Madrafs, 
where they deftroyed the fortifications, and prin¬ 
cipal buildings, before they delivered it up. 

Commodore de la Bourdonnais aimed at no¬ 
thing lei's than the total extirpation of every Englifh 
fettlement on the coaft of Coromandel, which he 
was in abetter condition of attempting, by the ar¬ 
rival of three men of war * from France at Pondi¬ 


Ships. 

G uns. 

Men. 

Centaar, 

- * 74 - 

- * 700 

Kir:, - 

- - 56 - 

420 

Brilliant, 

- - 50 - 

- - 400 


Total 180 

1C20 


cherry, 



xxx INTRODUCTION. 

cherry, on the 27th of September, with 1520 men 
on board. 

But in this he was prevented by a ftorm which 
happened on the 2d of Odtober in the night, and 
blew fo violently hard, as to render the greatelt 
part of the French fquadron, then riding in the 
harbor of Madrafs, incapable of fervice. The Due 
d’Orleans, Phcenix, and Lys, were foundered : a3 
alfo were the Advice and Mermaid prizes : the 
Achilles loft all her mafts ; and the other ffiips had 
the greateft difficulty in difengaging themfelves 
from the fury of the tempeft, in which 1200 of 
their men periffied, with fixty of the Englifh garri* 
ton of Madrafs, who were on board the Due 
d’Orleans. About twenty other veffels, belonging 
to different nations, were either drove on ffiore, or 
periffied at fea : but the ffiips which were at anchor 
in the road of Pondicherry felt no effect of the 
ftorm that raged at Madrafs. It is obferved, that 
the violence of thefe hurricanes is generally confin¬ 
ed to fixty or eighty miles in breadth •, though in 
their progrefs they frequently blow quite acrofs the 
bay of Bengal. 

This event was favorable to the Engliffi, becaufe 
the French were preparing for the reduction of 
Fort St. David ; which this ftorm prevented. 

The French commodore left M. de Paradis in 
poffeffion of Madrafs ■, and then failed to Pondi¬ 
cherry, from whence he took the difabled ffiips to 
refit at the ifle of Bourbon, where he arrived in 
December. He foon after left that ifland, which, 
from a foreft, he had rendered a flouriffiing colo¬ 
ny, and the arfenal of all the military expeditions in 
India that might be undertaken by the French. 
The mifunderftanding between him and the coun¬ 
cil of Pondicherry deprived France of the fruit of 
his labor. Fie quitted the French fervice, and 
went with the principal part of the plunder of Ma¬ 
drafs 
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drafs to Batavia, where he converted moft of it 
into jewels, and embarked himfelf with two of his 
officers, and fome of his treafure, in a Dutch (hip, 
for Holland ; which (hip was taken by an Englilh 
privateer, and carried into Falmouth in December 
1747. Two other Dutch fhips from Batavia, with 
Madrafs goods on board, and two French officers, 
were alfo taken by another privateer, and carried 
into Milford. But the commodore’s lady, with molt 
of the jewels, arrived in a Portugueze ffiip at Liffion. 
The commodore was confined fome days in Pen- 
dennis caltle, from whence he was conducted to 
London in the cuftody of two meffengers. He was 
treated with the utmoft politenefs, and afterwards 
fent to France, where the friends of M. Dupleix had 
influence enough to get him confined to the Baftile, 
three years and a half, on account of a pretended debt 
of a millionof livres to the India company. Thus, this 
gallant man, whofe name ought to be for ever dear 
to the French nation, was treated at Paris like a 
criminal : but at length the commiffaries appoint¬ 
ed by the king, with an unanimous voice, pro¬ 
nounced him innocent. France gave him another 
tide ; ffie called him her Avenger. The decree by 
which he was acquitted, met with as loud acclama¬ 
tions at Paris, as the taking of the French prizes 
had done at London. The commiffaries only re- 
ftored him to his liberty ; but the nation in rap¬ 
tures gave him his reward •, and if he had furvived 
the fubfequent ill fucceffes of his country at fea, his 
abilities would probably have railed him to the 
higheft commands in the navy of France. 


SECTION 
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SECTION III. 

The ftrength of the French at Pondicherry ; which 
is attacked by the Nabob\t troops , who are repul- 
fed,—Account of Fort Sc. David, which is put in¬ 
to a defenftble filiation by governor Hynd. It is 
befieged by the French army from Pondicherry, 
commanded by M, Bury, in December 1746. The 
Jlrength of the befiegers and the befieged: the 
Nabob fends troops to affift the Englifh •, and the 
French are repulfed , with great lofs.—The Britifh 
fquadron reinforced by the arrival of commodore 
Griffin, at Fort St. David, in 1747. The 
Jlrength of his fquadron •, and of the Tort. The 
ftrength of the Fiench fquadron at Pondicherry. 
The Briufii commodore burns the Neptune, a 
French Jhip of war , in Madrafs road: and the 
French governor of Madrafs takes the Princefs 
Amelia Indiaman. The French improve the forti¬ 
fications at Pondicherry and Madrafs.- Major 

Lawrence returns from England to Fort St. 
David in January 1748 ; affnmes the comnandof 
all the forces in India belonging to the company ; 

and puts the Fort into a good ftate of defence. -- 

The French fquadron, under M. Bouvet, arrives 
with troops at Madrafs, and returns to Mauritius. 
—Admiral Bgscawen arrives from England, 
with his fquadron and troops , at Fort St. David, 
in July 1748 : the lift of his (hips, and the number 

of his troops.- The fiege of Pondicherry. The 

ftrength of the town. Attack of Fort Ariancopang: 
Major Goodere killed, and Major Lawrence ta¬ 
ken prifoner : the Fort defrayed by the French, and 
repaired by the Englifrt. The fiege began : a folly 
made, in which M. Paradis is wounded. Thejiege 
raifed. Lofs on both fides. Rejoicings at Pondi¬ 
cherry on raifing the ftege.—Advice arrives of a 

ceffation 
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cefiation of arms in Europe ; and of a General 

Peace.- A ft arm deftroys a great fart of the 

Britifh fquadron on the coaft of Coromandel.-• 

Madrafs delivered to the Englifh in a ruinous con¬ 
dition. Admiral Bofcawen takes poffeftion of it ; 
and alfo of St. Thome, which he fortifies. He 
affifts Major Lawrence in his attack upon Devi- 
Corah, which the king of Tanjore cedes to the 
Englifh for ever.—The Admiral returns to Eng* 

land.- The recommencement of commotions in the 

Carnatic. 

T HE Nabob of Arcot was ordered by the 
viceroy Nizam At Muluck to reinftate the 
Englifh in their prefidency of Madrafs •, in which at¬ 
tempt he was unfuccefsful ; becaufe the French were 
too powerful to be intimidated by any Afiatic force. 
The Form to which the French fquadron had been 
expofed, ruined the marine force of that nation in 
India, and preferved the Englifh eftablifhments from 
imminent danger : yet this difafter gave fuch an 
addition of ftrength to the French eftablifhments in 
the Carnatic, that the events which afterwards hap¬ 
pened on the coaft of Coromandel, feem to have 
been the confequence of that augmentation of 
troops, which Pondicherry acquired after the French 
fquadron was reduced to the incapacity of attemp¬ 
ting any farther expeditions. M. de la Bourdon- 
nais had left behind him 1200 difciplined men; 
450 more were landed out of the three fhips which 
came laft from India; and about 900 failors were 
taken out of the fhips that remained on the coaft. 
By this addition, the whole body of the French 
troops, on the coaft of Coromandel, amounted to 
near 3000 men. 

The Nabob Anaverdy Cawn fufpedled that M. 
Dupleix had no intention to put him in pofteffion 
of Madrafs, and fer.t a body of ten thoufand men, 
Vol. II. D under 
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under the command of his eldeft fon Maphuze 
Cawn, to invelh the town : but, on the 2 2d of Octo¬ 
ber 1746, a body of 400 men, with two field pieces, 
marched out of the town, to attack the befiegers, 
who had never feen Inch artillery employed againft 
them ; and had no conception, that it was poffible 
to fire the fame piece of cannon five or fix times 
in a minute with execution; for, in the aukward 
management of their own clumfy artillery, they 
think it well done if they fire once in a quarter of 
an hour. The French detachment concealed their 
two field pieces behind their line, until the enemy’s 
cavalry approached near enough to feel the full 
effedt of them, which immediately put their whole 
body into confufion, and occafioned a precipitate 
flight. The French killed about feventy Moors 
in the attack, and returned into the town without 
lofing a man. Maphuze Cawn then took pofieffion 
of St. Thome, from whence he was eafily expelled, 
with confiderable lofs, and obliged to feek for fafety 
in Arcot. 

It was more than a century fince any of the Eu¬ 
ropean nations had obtained a decifive advantage in 
war againft the officers of the Great Mogul. The 
experience of former unfuccefsful enterprizes had 
perfuaded the Europeans that the Moors were brave 
and formidable; but that opinion was now remov¬ 
ed, when it was found, that the French under M. 
Paradis had defeated a whole army with a Angle 
battalion. 

The reduction of Madrafs gave the Englifh at 
Fort St. David, Bombay, and Bengal, an oppor¬ 
tunity of putting themfelves in a more defenfible fi- 
tuation; which governor Hynd very diligently ob- 
ferved at Fort St. David, by ftrengthening the for¬ 
tifications, and taking a confiderable number of the 
Indian militia into his pay. The government of 
this place depended on that of Madrafs, to which 

it 
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k was immediately the next in rank : but on the 
breach of the treaty of ranfom, the company’s 
agents at Fort St. David, regarding thofe of Ma- 
drafs 2S prifoners to the French, took upon them- 
lelves the general adminiftration of affairs on the 
coaft of Coromandel. They began by applying to 
the Nabob of Arcot for his affiftance againft the 
French, which was readily granted, and another 
army fent for that purpole under the command of 
Maphuze Cawn, and his brother Mahomed Allee 
Cawn. 

The troops deftined to attack Fort St. David 
affembled at Ariancopang, about two miles i'outh- 
weftof Pondicherry. They confifted of 1700 men, 
chiefly Europeans, of which fifty were cavalry : 
they had alfo two companies of Caffre- Haves, na¬ 
tives of Madagafcar, and of the eaftern coaft of 
Africa, difciplined and brought into India by M. 
de la Bourdonnais: they had fix field pieces, and 
fix mortars: the whole commanded by M. Bury, 
the oldeft officer of the French troops in India. 
They marched on the 8th of December at night, 
and arrived the next morning at the river Panna, 
which runs into the fea about a mile and half of 
Fort St. David. The garrifon of that place, with 
the addition of the officers and foldiers who had 
efcaped from Madrafs, confifted of no more than 
200 Europeans, and xoo Topafles, which were in¬ 
tended to defend the fort while the defence of 
Cuddalore was entrufted to 2000 hired Peons •, for 
at this time the Englilh had not adopted the idea 
of training the Indian natives in the European dif- 
cipline, though the French had fet the example, 
by raifing fome companies of fepoys at Pondi¬ 
cherry. 

About a mile and half to the north-weft of Fort 
St. David was a country-houle appointed for the refi- 
dence of the governor, behind which was a large 
D 2 garden 
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garden inclofed with a brick wall; and before the 
houfe, a court with buildings on each fide of it. 
The fier-rh faffed the river at a ford about a 
quarter or a mile horn the garden, and advanced 
to take pr.fkffion of it ; in which they met with 
little refinance from the Peons, and then laid down 
their arms to reft themfeives after their fatigue. 
While they were in this diforder, they were attacked 
by Maphuze Cavvn and Mahomed Allee with 6000 
horfe and 3000 foot, which arrived the preceding 
day on the plain of Chimondalum, four miles welt 
of the fort. The French ran to their arms in con- 
fufion, rufhed out of the garden into the plain, and 
endeavoured to re-crofs the river before they could 
be attacked : but the Nabob’s troops came up with 
them before they arrived there, and feveral times 
advanced fword in hand upon their main body, 
which were protected by their artillery. The En- 
glifh garrifon fallied out as foon as they perceived 
the French retreating; but did not come up in 
time to affift in interrupting their palfage over the 
river, which was not effected without conliderable 
lofs. The Englilh and Moors advanced in purfuit 
of the French; but could not overtake them, until 
they had marched fix miles on the other fide of the 
river ; by which time the troops were recovered 
from their pannic, and were drawn up in fuch good 
order, that it was not thought prudent to attack 
them ; fo that they returned to Ariancopang at 
feven in the evening, having been in motion almoft 
twenty-four hours. They loft four of their belt 
officers, and near 200 men killed and wounded ; 
with all their tents, ammunition, fix camels, two 
mortars, two chefts of arms, four drums, and all 
dieir provifions. 

M. Dupleix foon after made an unfuccefsful at¬ 
tempt upon Cuddalore, and then ravaged fome 
part of the province of Arcot; which exafperated 

the 
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the Nabob more than ever; yet the French go¬ 
vernor prevailed on the Nabob to recal his army 
from Fort St. David, at a time when it had received 
no fupplies either from Europe or the 1'ettlcments 
in India. 

The French renewed their preparations in March 
1747, for another attempt on Fort St. David; 
in which they were alfo difappointed by the arrival 
of commodore Griffin, with three ffiips of fixty 
guns, one of fifty, and another of forty, to reinforce 
the Britifh fquadron, which then confifted of eleven 
ffiips*. The commodore landed 150 marines, and 
500 lailors, at Fort St. David, as a temporary aug¬ 
mentation of the garrifon ; which was farther rein¬ 
forced in June, by 100 Europeans, 200 topalfes, 
and loofepoys, from Bombay; with 400 fepoys 
from Teliicherry ; and ^ofoldiers came likewife 
in the company’s ffiips from Europe in the courfe 
of the year. The French fquadron was alfo rein¬ 
forced, and confifted of eight ffiips f ; which had 
been refitted, but were never brought out to en¬ 
counter commodore Griffin, though he blocked up 
Pondicherry during all the month of Auguft ; and, 
by his difpofitions, prevented them from receiving 
any manner of fupplies for a confiderable time af- 


* Tbefe were as following: 


Ships. 

Guns. 

Ships. 

Gur.s 

York 

60 

Winchefler 

5 ° 

Princefs Mary 

60 

Eltham - - - 

40 

Exeter 

- 60 

Pearl - - - 

40 

Medway - - 

- 60 

Medway’s Piize 

40 

Harwich - 
Prefton - 

0 0 

LO 

Lively - - - 

20 

4 Achilles - - 

- 74 

Neptune - 

54 

Centaur - - 

- 74 

Brilliant - 

5 ° 

Bonbon - 

- 5 6 

Lacrime - - 

5 ° 

IvAiy - - 

- 5 6 

St. Louis 

44 


D 3 terwards 
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terwards : he alfo burnt the Neptune man of war 
in Madrafs road, on the 23d of September. The 
French took the princefs Amelia, one of the fhips 
belonging to the company, who put in at Madrafs, 
imagining it had been poffeffed by the Englifh ; for 
the French kept the Britifh colours flying at Fort 
St. George, and this ftratagem had like to have de¬ 
ceived more of the Englifh commanders in the fer- 
vice of the India company. The Britannia efcaped 
only through the milconduft of the French : the 
Exeter might have met with the fame fate as the A- 
melia, had fhe not been forewarned of her danger by 
a Britifh man of war, who happened to be cruizing 
off the place, juft as fhe was coming to an anchor: 
and the Oxford too was faved, by fortunately having 
a per fen on board capable of difeourfing in the 
country language, and by that means learnt of a 
Catamaran, who was fifhing off the Fort, that the 
place was in poffeffion of the French. 

The force under commodore Griffin was infuffi- 
cient either to reduce Pondicherry, or recover Ma¬ 
drafs becaufe the French had repaired the fortifi¬ 
cations of the former, where they had mounted 180 
pieces of heavy cannon, and erected fix additional 
forts to flank their exterior works; the magazines 
and arfenal were well provided ; and the garrifon, 
with the military Indians, formed a body of near 
5000 men. Madrafs was alfo put into a defenfible 
fituation: and the miniftry ofDelli, inltead of al- 
fifting the Englifh in the re-poffeffion of their In¬ 
dian prefidency, profeffed a neutrality; nor could 
the Nabob be farther induced to interfere in the 
quarrel between the two nations ; which occafioned 
the Britifh commodore to relinquiffi all his expedta- 
tions of retrieving the honor and character of his 
country, till the arrival of a proper reinforcement, 
which was fpeedily expe&ed under rear admiral 

Bofcawen, 
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Bofcawen, when Pondicherry was to be threatened 
with a fiege. 

In January 1748, major Lawrence arrived from 
England at Fort St. David, with a commiffion to 
command all the forces in India belonging to the 
company •, and he made all the neceffary prepara¬ 
tions for the defence of Fort St. David and Cudda- 
lore. The French attempted again to furprize the 
latter: but the major gave them an unexpefted recep¬ 
tion, and obliged them to a precipitate retreat, with 
the lofs of many men. While Mr. Griffin lay at an¬ 
chor under the walls of Fort St. David, the French 
l'quadron, commanded by M. Bouvet, was difeover- 
ed, on the 9th of June, off Negapatnam, by the 
captain of the Lively man of war, who immediately 
proceeded to Fort St. David, and gave intelligence 
thereof to the commodore : but the French arrived 
without interruption at Madrafs, where they land¬ 
ed their men, money, and ftores after which, they 
returned to Mauritius *. 

As the French were thought to have the fupe- 
riority of ihips in the Eafi: Indies, rear-admiral Bof- 
cawen was ordered there in 1747, with a fquadron 
of fix fhips of the line; a frigate, (loop, bomb-fhip, 
hofpital-lhip, and a tender j having two thoufand 
marines on board, to reinforce commodore Griffin, 
and return the vifit of Madrafs, by an invafion at 
Pondicherry. But this fquadron did not depart 
from Portfmouth till the iff of November, when 
the admiral let fail with fifteen India fhips under his 
convoy. They arrived at Madeira on the 14th of 
December, from whence they departed on the 26th, 
and anchored at the Cape of Good Hope on the 


* They landed 400 foldiers, with 200,000 1 . in filver, which 
had been fent from France to the ifland of Mauritiu* for the 
fervice of Pondicherry. 

d 4 


28th 


xl INTRODUCTION. 

28th of March 1748. They left the Cape on the 
8th of May ; and, after making an unfuccefsful at¬ 
tempt againft the French at the ifland of Mauritius, 
400 miles eaft of Madagafcar, the whole fquadron 
arrived at Fort St. David on the 29th of July, when 
admiral Bofcawen affumed thecommand, whilecom- 
modore Griffin was preparing to return to England. 

This junction of the two fquadrons formed the 
greateft marine force belonging to any one Eu¬ 
ropean nation that ever had been feen together in 
the Eaft Indies ; for it confifted of nine fhips of the 
line, two frigates, a floop, and two tenders; be- 
lides fourteen of the company’s fhips •, having 
3580 failors on board; fo that it was determined 
immediately to undertake the fiege of Pondicherry, 
for which purpofe the neceffary preparations had 
been made at Fort St. David. The admiral landed 
the troops, and formed a camp about a mile from 
the fort, where he was reinforced by the marines on 
board commodore Griffin’s fhips, and by the com¬ 
pany’s men under major Lawrence. 

Twelve independent companies of 100 men 
each, 8co marines, and 80 artillery men, compofed 
the regular troops in the king’s fervice. The com¬ 
pany’s troops confifted of a battalion of 750 men, 
of which 200 were Topafles, together with 70 ar¬ 
tillery men. The Dutch, at Negapatnam, lent a 
reinforcement of 120 Europeans. There were alfo 
1100 feamen on board the fhips ready to be land¬ 
ed, who had been taught the manual exercife at 
fea. All thefe formed a body of 4120 Europeans: 
to which were joined 1100 fepoys, paid by the 
company; and 2000 horfe fent by the Nabob 
Anaverdy Cawn, who ftill changed Tides as he 
found the Englifh or French officers gained the ad¬ 
vantage. The heavy cannon and cumbrous ftores 
were laden on board the fhips under the command 
of captain Lifle, who had orders to anchor, with 
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the whole fquadron, two miles to the fouthward of 
Pondicherry, and remain there till farther orders. 
Captain Pawlet, of the Exeter, was fent before to 
anchor off the town-, and was followed by three 
other Ihips, with direftions to take the foundings all 
about, and to cut off all communication, upon 
that fide, from the French fquadron, which was 
then cruizing in the {freights of Malacca. 

Every thing being prepared, the army began to 
march, on the 8th of Auguft, towards Pondicherry, 
from which they were at the diftance of about twenty 
four miles. They continued their march on the 
9th and 10th, without any appearance of an ene¬ 
my : but, on the nth, the French made a {hew 
of about 300 foot and fome horfe, at an entrench¬ 
ment they had thrown up, about four miles from 
the town, which they abandoned at the approach of 
the army. 

The garrifon of Pondicherry confided of 2000 
Europeans, and 3000 Indians. Governor Dupleix, 
with the afiKVance of M. Paradis, had eredted feve- 
ral additional fortifications about the town, put the 
fort of Ariancopang in a defenfible fituation, and 
apprehended no danger from a fiege, of which 
they had intelligence long before the arrival of ad¬ 
miral Bofcawen on the coaff. 

The company’s agents at Fort St. David had 
gained very little intelligence neceffary to diredt the 
admiral in his operations *, and when the army ap¬ 
proached the Fort of Ariancopang, there was no 
perfon who could give a defcription of the place. 
However, the admiral was informed, by a deferter, 
that the garrifon confided only of 100 men, white 
and blacks therefore it was refolved, to make an 
attempt with the grenadiers and piquets, confiding 
of 700 men, under the command of major Goodere, 
to gain a lodgment in the village contiguous to it, 
and to raife a bomb battery there. The engineers 

were 
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were ordered to reconnoitre it, and reported that 
the body of the place was of little ftrength •, but 
that the enemy had thrown up an entrenchment 
in front, which mull; be firlt ftormed, and the fort 
might eafily be taken aftewards. 

Accordingly, on the 12th, early in the morn¬ 
ing, this detachment, accompanied by a body of 
Moors, marched up to the village, when they dis¬ 
covered that this fuppofed entrenchment was only a 
heap of ruins, and that at a few yards behind it lay 
the fort, not with fuch {lender defences as had been 
reported, but fortified with a cavalier at each of 
the angles, a deep dry ditch, and a covered way. 
Tbefe works rendered it impoffible to take the place 
by a coup de main, efpecially as the Moors were 
afraid to advance with the intrenching tools, while 
the French flanked the detachment from two bat¬ 
teries they had raifed on the other fide of the river, 
whereby about 150 men were killed or wounded. 
Among the {lain was major Goodere, the com¬ 
manding officer of the artillery, who was wounded 
in the leg by a cannon ball •, which was the molt 
fenfible lofs they could have fuftained, as he was a 
very able and experienced officer, on whofe fkill 
the admiral principally relied for conducing the 
capital fiege. However, it was determined to re¬ 
duce the fort, and the French were refolved to 
defend it. The difciplined failors, with eight pieces 
of battering cannon, were landed from the fhips : 
and the garrifon in the fort were increafed to 460 
men. A battery was opened, on the 18th, with 
great fuccefs againfl: the fort: but the garrifon 
made a bold fally, and took major Lawrence pri- 
foner, who commanded in the entrenchments, and 
was deferted by his men. Soon after one of the 
French batteries blew up, and deftroyed about 120 
men j upon which the befiegers immediately got 
fome royals into the village, and began to bombard 
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the fort, which was alfo blown up by the garrifon, 
who retreated to Pondicherry, and the befiegers 
took poffefiion of Ariancopang, where they remain¬ 
ed five days in repairing the fort, in which a garri¬ 
fon was placed. The army then crofted the river, 
and got pofleflion of a ftrong poll in the bound- 
hedge of Pondicherry, about a mile from the walls. 
This poll; being to the north-weft of the town, the 
admiral ordered the Ihips down to the northward 
of it; where he opened a communication that way 
on the 28th, and began to break ground before the 
place on the 30th at night, about 1500 yards from 
the walls, which was at too great a diftance; for 
it is the general practice in fieges, to make the firft 
parallel within 800 yards of the covered way. 

Before morning, two trenches were flung up 
at the diftance of 100 yards from each other; and 
about noon a body of 500 Europeans, with 700 
fepoys, Eallied from the town ; but were repulfed by 
the advanced guard of 100 men, with confiderable 
lols, having about a hundred men killed and 
wounded, and among the latter was M. Paradis, 
the principal commander. The Englifh loft captain 
Brown, who defended the fecond trench, till he was 
mortally wounded -, after which, his poll was gal¬ 
lantly fuftained by enfign Clive, who afterwards 
made a glorious figure in India. 

The befleging batteries were not completed till 
the 25th of September, when they began to play, 
confiding of one of eight guns, and one of four 
guns; with one bomb battery of five large mortars 
and fifteen royals, befides another of fifteen cohorns. 
The French were alfo very active and induftrious 
on their part; having raifed three fafcine batteries 
to play upon the trenches of the befiegers ; befides, 
they formed an inundation in the front of their 
works, fo as to render it impoftible to carry them 
on any farther. 


The 
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The bomb-ketch could do no execution againft 
the citadel •, nor could the battering (hips approach 
within xooo yards of the town, and point blank 
fhot is lefs than half that diftance. Only two per- 
fons were killed on board the fleet, one of whom 
was captain Adams, commander of the Harwich, 
a fifty gun (hip, whofe thigh was taken off - by a 
cannon ball. The French aflerted, that the fire 
from the (hips had done no other execution than 
that of killing a poor old Malabar woman in the 
ftreet. 

The fire from the batteries continued three days 
longer, during which, that from the town increaf- 
ed, and difmounted nine pieces of cannon. The 
befiegers were flopped in their approaches by the 
inundation, and their men were not able to carry 
on the fiege. The fuperiority of the French bat¬ 
teries made it impracticable to make a breach in 
the curtain : therefore, the admiral aflembled a 
council of war, on the 30th, where the ftate of af¬ 
fairs being taken into confideration, and it appear¬ 
ing, that the ftrength of the army was greatly re¬ 
duced, and daily leflening by ficknefs, occafioned 
by their fatigue ; that the fliips of war could be of 
no lervice againfl the town, having cannonaded a 
whole day without apparent effedt; that the mon- 
foons and rainy feafon were daily expeCted, which 
would not only oblige them to raife the fiege with 
the lofs of the artillery and ftores, but render the 
rivers impafiable, deftroy the roads, and cut off the 
retreat of the army to Fort St. David; befides the 
rifk of the (hips being driven off the coafts: for 
thefe reafons it was unanimoufly refolved, “ to em¬ 
bark the ftores and cannon, and raife the fiege.” 

Five days were employed in (hipping the cannon 
and heavy ftores, deftroying the batteries, and re- 
imbarking the Tailors; On the 6th of Osftober, in 

the 
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the morning, the troops began to march on their 
return to Fort St. David; but halted at Arianco- 
pang, and blew up the Fort. They arrived the 
next evening at Fort St. David, unmolefted by the 
French. 

Thus terminated this expedition, with the lofs of 
757 foldiers, 43 artillery men, and 265 feamen, in 
all 1065 Europeans, to the befiegers. The French 
loft about half that number during the fiege; 
though they denied their lofs was fo great. 

While a particular war was thus carried on in 
Alia, a general peace was concluded in Europe, 
which was definitively figned at Aix-la-Chapelle, 
on the 7th of October, by the Britilh, French, and 
Dutch plenipotentiaries, whereby it was agreed, 
t£ That there lhould be a chriftian, univerfal, and 
perpetual peace, as well by tea as land ; and a fin- 
cere and inviolable friendfhip preferved between 
the high contracting powers, their heirs, fucceffors, 
kingdoms, ftates, provinces, countries, fubje&s, 
and vafials, of what rank and condition i'oever they 
might be, without any exception either of places 
or perfons. That there fhould be a general oblivion 
of whatever was paft during the war: and that 
each party fhould be put into the polfefiion of all 
his effects, honors, and revenues, which they either 
adtually enjoyed, or ought to have enjoyed, at the 
commencement of the war; notwithftanding all 
difpolals, feizures, or confilcations, occafioned by 
the war. That all prifoners and hoftages fhould 
be reftored without ranfom. And that all the con- 
quefts that had been made fince the commencement 
of the war in the Eaft Indies, or any other part of 
the world, fhould be reftored.” 

The French at Pondicherry fung Te Deums as 
foon as the fiege was raifed, and gave as many de- 
monftrations of joy, as if the place had been reliev¬ 
ed from the greateft calamities of war. M. Du¬ 
plex 
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pleix Tent letters to all the princes of Coromandel, 
and even to the Great Mogul himfelf, acquainting 
them, that he had repulfed the moft formidable at¬ 
tack that ever had been made in India. In return, 
he received from them the higheft compliments on 
his own prowefs, and on the military character of 
his nation, which was now regarded as greatly fu- 
perior to that of the Englifh throughout Indoftan. 

Admiral Bofcawen fent fome of his fhips to 
Achin, and others to Trinconomaly, to avoid the 
ftormy monfoon ; but he remained himfelf with the 
land forces at Fort St. David. In November ad¬ 
vices were received, that a ceffation of arms be¬ 
tween Great Britain and France had been proclaim¬ 
ed on the 5th of May : however, the admiral was 
inftrufted to remain in India, until he Ihould re¬ 
ceive intelligence that the general peace was con¬ 
cluded. 

In the beginning of January 1749, the Britifh 
fquadron returned to Fort St. David; and M. Bouvet 
came again from Mauritius to Madrafs, with the 
fame fhips that had eluded commodore Griffin. 
The French commander landed a large fum of mo¬ 
ney, and 200 foldiers. 

The northern monfoon changed on the 13th of 
April, and the fouthern fet in with a hurricane, 
which committed great ravages at fea, very fatal to 
the Englifh fquadron. The Namur, of 74 guns, in 
which admiral Bofcawn hoifted his flag, perifhed, 
with 700 men: the Pembroke, of 60 guns, w-as 
wrecked, and only fix of the crew faved : the A- 
pollo hofpital-fliip was loft with all her crew: and 
two of the company’s fhips were ftranded between 
Fort St. David and Cuddalore. Fortunately the 
admiral was on fhore, and moft of the other fhips 
were either at Trincanomaly, or in parts of the 
coaft, to which the greateft violence of the hurricane 
did not extend. 


The 
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The fword was Iheathed, and it depended on 
the agents of the two companies to re-affume their 
mercantile occupations in tranquilityfor, by the 
fifth article of the definitive treaty of peace, which 
was figned on the feventh of October 1748, it was 
agreed, “ That all the conquefts made fince the 
commencement of the war, or which fince the con- 
clufion of the preliminaries figned the 19th of April, 
might have been, or were made, either in Europe, 
or the Eaft or Weft Indies, or in any other part of 
the world whatfoever, Ihould be reftored without 
exception, in conformity to what was ftipu’.ated by 
the preliminary articles, and by the declarations 
that had been fince figned.” His Britannic Majefty 
fent two noblemen to Paris, to remain there as 
hoftages for the reftitution of Cape Breton, which 
was lurrendered to the French on the 23d of July, 
in a better condition than when they left it: but as 
for Madrafs, the French had no hoftages in Eng¬ 
land, which left this feat of the Britilh prefidency 
in the Eaft Indies entirely at their mercy, and af¬ 
forded a remarkable inftance of the generality of 
the French, who left fort St. George in a defolate 
and ruinous condition. Admiral Bofmwen failed 
thither to take poflelfion of the town, which was 
evacuated in Auguft, and reftored to the Englifti. 
The French had utterly deftroyed that parr of the 
Black Town, which lay within three hundred yards 
from the White, where the buildings belonging to 
the molt opulent Indian and Armenian merchants 
ftood: with the ruins they had formed an excellent 
glacis, which covered the north fide of the White 
Town •, and they had alfo Rung up another to the 
fouth fide. 

Admiral Bofcawen took pofleffion of St. Thome, 
to prevent the French from fettling there •, and a 
fmall redoubt was railed at the mouth of the river, 
capable of containing thirty men. Tie alio aflifted 
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the company in obtaining a fettlement from the 
king of Tanjore at Devi Cotah*, which was at¬ 
tacked by a ftrong body of troops under the com¬ 
mand of major Lawrence, who carried the fort by 
ftorm, and afterwards took pofifeffion of the pagoda 
of Acheveram. The king of Tanjore made propo- 
fals of accommodation, and agreed that the fort of 
Devi-Cotah, with fome land adjoining to it, fhould 
be ceded to the Englifh Eaft India company for 
ever : but this compliance did not proceed fo much 
from his dread of the Englifh arms, as from his 
fenfe of the danger with which his kingdom was 
threatened, in confequence of events that happened 
in the Carnatic, and ftruck with confternation the 
whole coafl: of Coromandel. 

Admiral Bofcawen declared, he would remain 
in India, if the prefidency requefted him not to de¬ 
part at that critical conjuncture : but they fuffered 
him to return with the fleet and troops to England, 
while the French were making new commotions in 
the Carnatic : fo that, on the 21ft of O&ober, the 
fleet failed from Fort St. David, leaving 300 men 
behind, to reinforce the garrifon. 


* Or Devi-Cottah, between Fort St. David and Trancjue- 
bar. In fome maps it is called Tiru-kottey. 
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BOOK VI. 

The Rife c/’ the War in India between the 
English rz/zz/ French /« 1754. 


CHAP. I. 

General remarks. — M. Ditpleix releafes Chunda 
Saie from his mprifonment among the Morat- 
toes, in 1748 —The Great Mogul , Mahomed 
Shah, is murdered, and fuaeeded by hisfon Hamet 
Shah —The death of Nizam At Muluck. —He 
is fucceeded by his fon Nazirzing, who is oppefed 
by his nephew Muzapherzimg. —Nazirzing con¬ 
firms Anaverdy Cawn in the government of the 
Carnatic ; and Chunda Saib unites with Muza- 
pherzing : they are joined by the French under 
M. d’Auteuil •, and oppoj'edby Anaverdy Cawn, 
who is defeated and Jlain , at the battle of Amour, 
in 1749. —The victors take the city of Arcot ; 
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and Muzapherzing appoints Chunda Saib the 
Nabob of that province. They are ajfijted by the 
French, commanded by M. Law ; and invade 
Tanjore •, which they evacuate in 1750, retreat 
to Pondicherry, and are reinforced by 2000 
French under M. d’Auteuil.—Nazirzing marches 
into theC arnatic, and appoints Mahomed Allee 
Cav/n the Nabob of Arcot and Trichinopoli. 
He is joined by the English troops commanded by 
major Lawrence : they engage the enemy , and 
Muzapherzing furrenders himfelf prifoner. 

H E late war had brought to Pondi- 
M x cherry and Fort St. David a number of 
troo P s ’ greatly fuperior to any which 
either ol the two nations had alfembled 
in India before : and the two fettlements, when no 
longer authorized to fight again ft each other, took 
the refolution of employing their arms in the con¬ 
ceits between the princes of the country. 

At this time, the Englilh and French companies 
were in polleffion of their refpecbve prefidencies and 
factories, as well on the coairs of Malabar and Co¬ 
romandel, as alfo on that of Orixa and in Bengal. 
They attempted, from 1749 to 1754, to oppole 
each other only as auxiliaries to the Indian princes. 
A truce was then agreed upon between both na¬ 
tions ; after which they recommenced hoitilities, 
when war was declared between Great Britain and 
France in 1756, and continued them till the general 
peace was concluded in 1763. This war was glo- 
rioufly conducted by the Englifh forces in India, of 
which the following is an authentic account. 

Chunda Saib, who was made prifoner by the 
Morattoes, when they took the city of Trichino¬ 
poli in 1741, was efteemed by them a prize of fo 
much importance, that they not only kept him 
under the itricteft confinement, but rejected all the 

offers 
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offers he had made for his ranfom, as much infe¬ 
rior to what they imagined his wealth enabled him 
to pay. He remained in that confinement about 
fix years, during which time he correfponded with 
his friends in different provinces, and iuggefted to 
them the means of inducing the Morattoes to let 
him at liberty for a moderate lum. 

The chiefs of the Carnatic were ffill attached to 
the former fucceffion of Nabobs, and were unwil¬ 
ling to pay obedience to Anaverdy Cawn. After 
the affaffination of the young Stid Mahomed, they 
fixed their attention on Chunda Saib for their go¬ 
vernor ; but this teftimony of their deference for 
fome time, only ferved to rivet his fetters more 
itrongly; for the Morattoes increafed their de¬ 
mands, in proportion as they found the character 
of their priioner rifing in importance. 

The manufactures ot India proper for European 
markets were advanced much in price, and greatly 
declined in goodnefs, which was principally attri¬ 
buted to a long lucceffion of importations of filver. 
Thel'e diladvantages convinced M. Dupleix, that 
the trade of Indoftan was no longer worth the at¬ 
tention of France : but as he difccvered the unmi¬ 
litary character of the natives, and the perpetual 
diffentions of their governors, he conceived, that 
by joining fome ot thefe competitors, he might 
gain by conquelt more advantages than any other 
European nation had derived from trade : therefore 
he determined to prolecnte this plan, by giving al- 
liltance to Chunda Saib, whole family he had treated 
at Pondicherry with all imaginable refpeCt, and held 
a conitant correfpondence with him in his imprifon- 
ment, till he obtained his releafe, by guaranteeing 
the engagement to the Morattoes, who were at lait 
fatisfied with 700,000 rupees, and confected to fur- 
iiifh him with 3000 of their own troops. 


\Yitk 
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With this force, Chunda Saib lefc Sattarah in 
the beginning of the year 1748, intending to pufh 
his fortune wherever the opportunity prefented, 
until he fhould acquire treafure and force fufficienc 
to attack the province of Arcot. He addled the 
Rajah of Chitteidourg againft the Raja of Bedrour, 
and foon after faw nimfelf at the head of 6000 
men : but this force being (till infufficient to attempt 
the conqueft of the Carnatic, he found refources in 
the coniequence of other events, which had lately 
happened at Delli, and in the government of the 
Soubahdarfhip of the fouthern provinces. 

The Great Mogul, Mahomed Shah, continued 
to govern the empire in fo feeble a manner, that 
the principal officers aded in their feveral depart¬ 
ments without controul, and became a terror to 
their fovereign. In March 1748, the Patans ad¬ 
vanced towards Belli with a numerous army j and 
the Mogul fent an army againlt them, commanded 
by his Ion Hamet Shah*, during whofe abfence, 
the vizir, with feveral omrahs, took pofieffion of 
the palace, and murdered the emperor. His Ion 
returned victorious over the Patans, and affected to 
abdicate his right to the throne, until he had got 
the principal conipirators into his power, whom he 
put to death, and afcended the throne with all the 
appearance of a foldier and a monarch. He ap¬ 
pointed Ghazi Odin Cawn ffi, the eldeft Ion of 
Nizam A 1 Muluck, captain-general of all his forces; 
though he iufpecled that Soubahdar, as the principal 
fource of the enormities practiied by the omrahs at 
Delli. However, he was foon delivered from the 
terror of fuch apprehenfions, by the death of Nizam 
Al Muluck, which happened the fame year. It 
was reported, that the Soubahdar poifoned himfelf 


t Or Gauzedy Khan. 

through 


Or Shaw Ahmed. 
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through fear of the Mogul’s refentment: but he 
was 104 years of age at the time of his death. 

The Soubahdar left five fons•, the eklcft com¬ 
manded at Delli, and refufed the viceroyalty of the 
Deckan, which v/as conferred on his next brother 
Nazirzing *, who feized his father’s treafures, and 
kept pofleflion of the fovereignry: in which he 
was oppofed by his nephew Eradmootiin Cawn j, 
the fon of his filler, who was the favorite daughter 
of Nizam A 1 Muluck ; upon whole death a report 
prevailed, that he had appointed this grand fon his 
heir and fucceflor. As a feudatory to the Mogul 
empire, Nizam Al Muluck had no right to be¬ 
queath even his treafures, much lefs his fovereignry: 
but it was then many years that the fundamental 
regulations of the empire had been infringed with 
impunity by the Soubahdars. 

Both of the contending princes allerted their 
right of government, under the appointment of 
the Mogul •, and Eradmoodin Cawn afiumed the 
title of Muzapherzing J, by which he was after¬ 
wards known, and pretended that he was thus dig¬ 
nified by the emperor. But the wealth which Na¬ 
zirzing had poflelfed, enabled him to keep his fa¬ 
ther’s army in pay; nor could Muzapherzing op- 
pofe him with any probability of fuccels ; therefore 
he kept an army of 25,000 men in the countries 
weft of Golconda, in expectation of iome favoia- 
ble event to attack his uncle, and dilpute his right, 
in a more formidable manner. 

Nazirzing confirmed Anaverdy Cawn in the 
government of the Carnatic and Chunda Saib 
united with Muzapherzing to fupplant both the 


* Or Nazir-jintj ; which fignifies victorious in war. 
f Or Hydavet Mohy Odin. 

I Or Murzafa-jing, which implies, “ the in\irtcibL-.” He 
is alfo called Muzepher-jing. 
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viceroy and the Nabob ; in which they fucceeded 
by the aftiftance of M. Dupleix, to whom Chunda 
Saib promifed to make a ccflion of the town of 
Vilanure*, in the neighbourhood of Pondicherry, 
with its dependencies, confiding of forty-five vil¬ 
lages. This may account for the condud of the 
French ; who, after obtaining fo many favors from 
the court, for proteding the lawful governor of 
Arcot in 1741, fliould now fly in its face, and fup- 
port a rebel. 

Chunda Saib prevailed on Muzapherzing to 
attack the Carnatic fir ft, which would furnifh fuch 
refources both of men and money, as might enable 
him to return and attack Nazirzing with equal 
force. They were determined to conquer, or pe- 
rifh in the attempt for the young prince was na¬ 
turally brave, and looked upon Chunda Saib as his 
protedor, whofe military reputation rendered him 
of great confequence ; and M. Dupleix readily 
came into the triumphirate, as nothing could be 
more conformable to his views, than fuch an oppor¬ 
tunity of aggrandizing at once his own reputation, 
and the interefts of his nation in India. 

When the army commanded by Muzapher¬ 
zing approached the confines of the Carnatic, the 
French governor ordered 400 Europeans and 2000 
fepoys, with a train of artillery, to march and join 
them, under the command of M. d’Auteuil, ac¬ 
companied by Raja Saib, the ion of Chunda Saib, 
who had refided at Pondicherry during the whole 
time of his father’s imprifonment. But M. Dupleix 
aded in open violence to the fundamental laws of the 
country, in rebelling againft the Nabob Anaverdy 
Cawn, the legal governor of the province, holding 
his authority from Nazirzing, the governor gene- 


* Vilenoor, or Villanore. 
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ral of the Deckan, the reprefentative of the Great 

Mogul. 

Anaverdy Cawn regulated his army, which, 
like thole of moft Indian princes in times cf peace, 
was compoied of an undilciphned multitude. He 
inlided none but the belt men and norfes, of which 
he formed a well appointed army, confiding of 
12,000 horfe, and S’ooo foot. With this force he 
determined to defend the entrance of the Carnatic 
to the lad extremity : but he made no application to 
the Englifh for their affiftance •, who were equally 
blind to their real intereft, in neglecting to join the 
Nabob, when they found his rival lupported by the 
French. 

When Muzapherzing and Chunda Saib were 
joined by the French, their army amounted to 
40,000 men ; with which they advanced to attack 
the Nabob, who was encamped with 20,000 men 
under the fort of Amour, fifty miles weft of the 
city of Arcot, and thirty fouth of Damaicherri, 
where Deuft Allee Cawn was killed fighting againft 
the Morattoes in 1741. 

This fort of Amour was erected on the fummit 
of a mountain, between which and a large lake was 
one of the principal paffes that Ld into the pro¬ 
vince. Acrofs the pals the Nabob had thrown up 
a ftrong entrenchment defended by feme artillery, 
which was ferved by about fifty fugitive Europeans. 
The ditch of the entrenchment was filled by water 
from the lake ; with which Anaverdy Cawn had 
alfo cauled the ground in front to be overflowed. 

M. d’Auteuil offered to dorm the intrench- 
ment with his own troops, which they accordingly 
attempted ; but were repulfed. They rallied, and 
made a lecond attack, in which their principal com¬ 
mander was wounded, and his men obliged to re¬ 
tire again. However, they advanced a dvrd time, 
while the Moors, whom they alibied, were only 
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fpectators of the repulfes they had fuftained. The 
laid attack was iuccefsful, and the French gained 
the intrenchment; after which, they formed, and 
advanced towards the main body of the enemy, 
where the ftandard of the Nabob was difplayed. He 
was there in perfon, mounted on his elephant, and 
furrounded by his bed cavalry, whom he animated 
with great fpirit to act like foldiers. The troops 
under Chunda Saib joined the French, and now 
advanced with them to the general attack, which 
was fatal to the Nabob, who received a mufket fhot 
in his bread, and fell dead on the field. His troops 
fled, many were taken, and more killed. Ma- 
phuze Cawn, his elded Ion, was among the prifo- 
ners: but his other fon, Mahomed Allee Cawn, 
faved himfelf by flight. Twelve of the French 
battalion were killed, and fixey-three wounded : 
about three hundred of their fepoys were deftroy- 
ed; but few men were loft among their Muorifh 
allies. 

This decifive battle was fought on the 2yd of 
July 1749; the victors were well rewarded by the 
fpoil, of which the French had their fhare. The 
next day, they marched for the city of Arcot, and 
took poflefflon of it without any oppofition. Here 
Muzapherzing afiumed all the ftate of a viceroy of 
the Deckan, and appointed Chunda Saib Nabob 
of the Carnatic, as alfo of all the other dominions 
which had been under the jurifdiction of Anaverdy 
Cawn; whofe fon, Mahomed Allee Cawn, efcaped 
to his government of Trichinopoli, where he re¬ 
mained in fecurity, and waited an opportunity to 
revenge the death of his father. 

Muzaphe:,zing and Chunda Saib raifed great 
contributions in their new government ; after which 
they marched with the French to Pondicherry, 
where they made a triumphal entry, and were re¬ 
ceived with all the oflentatious ceremonies due to 

the 
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the high rank they affirmed, according to the ori¬ 
ental marks of refpect. Chunda Saib prefented M. 
Dupleix with the fovereignty of eighty-one villages 
in the vicinity of Pondicherry : the plan of future 
operations was fettled : the Moorifh princes again 
took the field, and encamped about twenty miles to 
the weft of the town. 

They were affifted byabody of French, command¬ 
ed by M. Law, nephew of the famous Miffiffippi 
Law; and then invaded the kingdom of Tanjore,where 
they demanded forty millions of rupees, as the ar¬ 
rears of tribute from the death of the Nabob Sub- 
der Alice Cawn in 1741. The king flvut himfelf 
up in his capital, and offered to pay a ranfom : 
but, at the fame time, he correfponded with Ma¬ 
homed AHee Cawn at Trichinopoli, and joined 
with him in exhorting Nazirzing to come and fettle 
the affairs of the Carnatic in perfon, after the ex¬ 
ample of his late father Nizam A 1 Muluck. He alfo 
follicited affiflance from the Englifh, who fent him 
twenty Europeans, and adviled him to make a vi¬ 
gorous defence. The town was bombarded, and 
the walls affau!ted •, which terrified the king, who 
agreed to pay Chunda Saib feven millions of ru- 
rupees, as Nabob ; and two hundred t'noufand im¬ 
mediately in hand to the French troops: he alfo 
ceded to the French company the fovereignty of 
many villages granted them by Chunda Saib, which 
had formerly depended on the town of Karical. 

The treats' was ratified on the at ft of De¬ 
cember : but the king of Tanjore had not com¬ 
pleted the firft payment in January 1750, when 
Chunda Saib was informed by M. Dupleix, that 
Nazirzing was marching from Aurengibud towards 
Arcot i which ft ruck Muzapherzing with i'> much 
terror, that he immediately broke up his camp, and 
returned towards Pondicherry with great preci¬ 
pitation. 


- Nazirzing 
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Nazirzing was on his route to Delli, when he 
heard of the battie of Amour, w'hich made him re¬ 
turn to his capital, where he augmented his army, 
and took 30,000 Morattoes into his pay. Fie 
entered the Carnatic time enough for fome of his 
light troops to harrafs his enemies, in their retreat 
from Tanjore to Pondicherry, where they arrived 
without any confiderabie lofs, and encamped under 
the walls in the beginning of March. M. Du- 
pleix fent them 50,000 k to pay the army, and 
augmented the French battalion to 2000 Euro¬ 
peans, whom he lent, under the command of 
M. d’Auteuil, to encamp with the army of Muza- 
pherzing. 

The prefident and council of Fort St. George 
received information, that Chunda Saib and the 
French intended to harrafs them in their own di- 
ftridts ; which made them fend for a reinforcement 
from Bengal, to replace a detachment they had fent 
under captain Cope to aflift Mahomed Allee Cawn 
at Trichinopoli. That prince joined Nazirzing in 
his march, with 6000 horfe, and the Englifh de¬ 
tachments at Waldore, a fort about fifteen miles 
weft of Pondicherry. As it is cuftomary among all 
eaftern princes to make prefents on the firft vifit, 
when the Nabob waited on Nazirzing, he afked 
him what he had brought ? The Nabob took cap¬ 
tain Cope by the hand, and prefenting him, faid, 
“ He had brought that gentleman, and the afilft- 
ance of the Englifh nation.” The viceroy was 
pleafed with the anfwer, and appointed Mahomed 
Allee Cawn to fucceed his father as Nabob of Ar- 
cot and Trichinopoli. 

Nazirzing was approaching his nephew at the 
head of a very numerous army, which confifted of 
300,000 fighting men, one half whereof were 
cavalry, with 800 pieces of cannon, and 1300 ele¬ 
phants. This force of the viceroy, and the great 

number 
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number of feudatory lords who followed his ftand- 
ard, convinced the Engliffi that he was the real 
Soubahdar of the Deckan •, and as he had earneftly 
requeued a farther reinforcement of European 
troops from them, an embafly was refolved to be 
fent him from Fort St. David : but before the pre- 
fents neceffary to accompany it could be got ready, 
upon a report that the whole garrifon of Pondicherry 
were marched out to join Muzapherzing, a body of 
600 Europeans was fent to join Nazirzing, under 
the command of major Stringer Lawrence, accom¬ 
panied by captain Dalton, and alfo by Mr. Weft- 
cott, one of the council, by way of commiffary, 
to fuperintend the company affairs. 

Major Lawrence joined the viceroy at Vilanure, 
and was very gracioufly received. Among other 
oriental compliments, the viceroy defired the major 
to take upon him the command of his whole army, 
and propofed to attack the enemy immediately. The 
major told him, “ the attack might be attended 
with great difficulty, as the enemy was ftrongly 
polled, and had a large train of artillery: though, 
if he pleafed to march between them and Pondi¬ 
cherry, he might cut off their communication, and 
oblige them to fight at a greater difadvantage.’* 
The viceroy perfiifed in his refolution : “ What, 
fays he, fhall the great Nazirzing, the fon of Nizam 
A 1 Muluck, even for an advantage, feem to retreat 
before fo defpicable an enemy ? No: he would 
march and attack them in front.” Major Lawrence 
told him, he might do as he pleafed ; he was ready 
to fupport him. 

The viceroy was inflexible, and the two armies, 
on the 24th of March, approached fo near as to 
cannonade, but at fuch a diftance as had no effect. 
The French officers were difgufted with the nature 
of the prefent fervice, in which they had fo much 
danger to encounter ; and M. d’Auteil had fuch 

little 
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little confidence in his troops, that he fent a mef- 
fenger to acquaint major Lawrence, “ that although 
they were engaged in different caufes, it was not his 
intention that any European blood Ihould be fpilt; 
but as he did not know in what part of the army 
the Englilh took poll, he could not be blamed if 
any of the French fhot came ,that way.” The 
major fent him for anf.ver, that “ the Englilh 
colors were earned on the flag-gun of their artillery, 
which the French might eafiiy perceive, and there¬ 
by difeover where the Englifli were polled : and he 
allured him, he was alfo unwilling to Ihed European 
blood •, but if any fhot came that way, he would 
return them.” 

To know if the Englifli were in earnefl, the 
French fired a fhot over their heads; which the En- 
glifh anfwered, with three guns well pointed. Se¬ 
veral of the French officers deferted their troops, 
which greatly intimidated them, and induced their 
commander to retire immediately towards Pondi¬ 
cherry, leaving Muzapherzing and Chunda Saib in 
the utmoft aftonifhment. The French left eleven 
cannon behind, and forty of their artillery men. 
Chunda Saib accompanied M. d’Auteuil in his re¬ 
treat j but Muzapherzing, who difplaved the iland^ 
ard of the empire as Soubahdar, was unwilling to 
expofe it to any difgrace, as it is fuppofed that en- 
fign never retreats. 

For fome days before the cannonade, melfengers 
had paired between the two camps, with overtures 
of accommodation between Nazirzing and his ne¬ 
phew, who was prevailed on to make a fubmilfion 
to his uncle ; and it is faid, that the latter lwore on 
the alcoran, that he would not make the former a 
prifoner, or deprive him of the governments which 
he held under his grandfather Nizam A 1 Muluck. 
However, when the young prince approached the 
head-quarters of Nazirzing, he was arrefted, and 

put 
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put in irons : Toon after his camp was attacked, and 
his troops eafily defeated, with a prodigious (laugh¬ 
ter, as no quarter was given them. A party of 
horfe fell in with the French gunners, and cut fome 
of them to pieces : they would have (laughtered the 
whole, if the Englilh had not refcued them from 
the fury of the Moors, from whom they took them 
by force, got their wounds drtfied, and took all 
the care of them that humanity required. In re¬ 
turn, M. Dupleix wrote a long proteft againft ma¬ 
jor Lawrence, for making French fubjefts priloners 
in time of peace : but the poor men, more fenfible 
of the obligations they were under to the Englilh, 
very gratefully acknowledged their tender ulage ; 
and confelfed, it was entirely owing to them they 
were faved. 

The Mcrattoes harrafled the French in their re¬ 
treat, and killed nineteen of their men. In the 
mean time, the Englilh ambafTadors from Fort Sr. 
David arrived at the camp of Nazirzing, who re¬ 
ceived them with great marks of refpect and profef- 
fions of elteem for the Englilh nation, together 
with large promifes of what he would do for them. 
Part of their inltruftions to the viceroy were, to ob¬ 
tain an enlargement of the Englilh bounds round 
Madrafs, and for the grants of fome revenues to 
defray their expences in afiifting the circan, or coun¬ 
try government -, which the viceroy frequently pro- 
mifed, and certainly intended to perform, had not 
his minifter Shawnavas Cawn been wholly attached 
to the intereft of his enemies, and of Muzapherzing, 
whofe fubmiffion was only politic, and artfully con¬ 
trived, that he might be near at hand to concert 
a fcheme, which in a few months was put in execu¬ 
tion, at the expence of his uncle’s life. 
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CHAP. II. 

The Nabobs of Cv dapa, Canoul, and Candanore, 
confederate with the French againft Nazirzing, 
who fends part of his army againft them under Ma¬ 
homed Allee Cawn, in 1750.- The Nabob 

is joined by the English, commanded by captain 
Cope, who cannonades the French, and retires. The 
Nabob defeated by the French, who attack Gin- 

gee, which they take by ftorm. -Nazirzing 

marches from Arcot to Gingee. The French, 
under M. De la Touche, attack his camp , and 
are joined by the rebel Nabobs , who affaffmate the 
viceroy. — Muzapherzing is declared Soubah- 
dar : he is inaugurated at Pondicherry-, and 
appoints Chunda Saib Nabob of Arcot.—Muza¬ 
pherzing marches from Pondicherry towards Au- 
rengabad, accompanied by the French troops , 
commanded by M. Bussy, in 1751 : but is attacked 
by the rebel Nabobs , who affaffmated his uncle, lhe 
viceroy is killed, arid the Nabob defeated. — Sala- 
batzing, the brother of Nazirzing, is appointed 
Soubahdar : he confirms the grants made to the 
French, who attend him to his capital . 

T H E fuccefs of Nazirzing feemed to allure 
him the peaceable poflfefilon of his govern¬ 
ment : but his capacity was unequal to the manage¬ 
ment of fo important a truft, and treafon began to 
infedt his councils. The Nabobs of Cudapa, Ca¬ 
noul, and Candanore, were the molt confiderable of 
the feudatory lords who accompanied him into the 
Carnatic. They were all Patans by birth, polfelTed 
of the daring fpirit which characterizes that nation, 
and had many of thofe troops in their pay, who are 
reckoned the bell foldiers among thefe eaftern 
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Moors •, and as the policy of this ill-governed em¬ 
pire requires frequent aflaflinations, thefe Patans 
are erteemed very ufeful in that kind of villainy. 
The confinement of Muzapherzing by his uncle as 
a ftace-prilbner was their pretence of complaint, 
and they confederated to pud the viceroy from the 
throne. 

M. Dupleix entered into a negociation with 
Nazirzing, and fent two of the council of Pondi¬ 
cherry as ambalTadors to the camp, one of whom 
underftood the Indoftan andPerfic languages, which 
are thole only ufed in the Mahomedan courts. They 
had an audience of ceremony, and demanded, that 
the eftate of Muzapherzing fhould be inverted in 
his fon, until the viceroy was reconciled to the fa¬ 
ther; and that Chunda Saib fhould be appointed 
Nabob of the Carnatic. Thefe demands were re¬ 
jected, and the French deputies left the camp: but 
if they failed in acquiring the apparent ends of 
their million, they obtained the real advantages pro- 
pofed from it by M. Dupleix, who thereby became 
acquainted with the ftate of Nazirzing’s court, and 
eftablilhed a correfpondence with the difcontented 
Nabobs. Pie had put M. d’Auteuil under arrert, 
for retreating from Muzapherzing, and reinfpirited 
his troops by his own refolution : but on the return 
of the deputies he permitted M. d’Auteil to re- 
afiume the command, and alluded Chunda Saib to 
levy new troops, which might convince the difalfec- 
ted Nabob, that he was both prepared and deter¬ 
mined to continue the war. 

Suspicions were entertained of the clandeftine 
conduct of the French deputies, and major Law¬ 
rence at an audience endeavoured to inform the 
viceroy of what he had heard ; but his interpreter 
had not courage to make fuch a declaration, and 
mifrep re fen ted the fact. The conrederate lords 
prevailed on the viceroy to proceed to Arcor, upon 
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which major Lawrence returned with his troops to 
Fort St. David, where he arrived on the 20th of* 
April; and foon after Nazirzing broke up his camp 
at Waldore, which gave his enemies an opportunity 
of recommencing hoffilities. 

When the viceroy arrived at Arcot, he fent orders 
to feize the houfesand effedls belonging to the French 
at Mafuhpatnam and Yanam : but M. Dupliex, 
in July, fent a detachment of 200 Europeans and 
300 lepoys to attack the former place. They were 
put on board two large fhips. with feveral pieces of 
battering cannon, and a quantity of military {lores, 
which anchored in the road, after a paffage of three 
days. The troops landed in the night, attacked 
the city by furprize, ar.d took it with little lofs; 
after which they put it in a better pofture of defence. 

The viceroy fpent his time at Arcot in luxury 
and indolence ; while the confpiracy was carrying 
on agaiult him at Pondicherry, and in his own 
camp. The Nabobs advifed M. Dupleix to pro¬ 
ceed to adlion, and he ordered five hundred Euro¬ 
peans to attack the pagoda of Trivadi *, about 
eighteen miles weft of Fort St. David. This pa¬ 
goda ferved as a citadel to a large Pettah, by which 
name the Indians call every town contiguous to a 
fort. The place made norefiftance, and the French 
garrifoned it with fifty Europe'ans and one hundred 
lepoys. 

THESE-fuccefles alarmed Mahomed Ailee Cawn, 
who, with great difficulty, prevailed on Nazirzing 
to permit him to take the field with twenty thou- 
fand men. The Nabob alfo procured affiitance 
from the Englifh at Fort St. David, who ordered 
a body of 400 Europeans, and 1500 fepoys, to 
join him, under the command of captain Cope. 


* Trividi, or Trevedy. 


Major 
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Major Lawrence would have taken the field him- 
felf; but the chair becoming vacant by the removal 
of Mr. Floyer, he was obliged to take the govern¬ 
ment, till Mr. Saunders, who was appointed to 
fucceed, could come from Vizagapatnam ; and foon 
after his arrival, the major embarked for England, 
on the 12th of September 1750. 

Captain Cope joined the Nabob in July near 
Gingee, when the army marched towards the French 
near Trivadi. The garrifon refufed to furrender ; 
and captain Cope propofed to the Nabob to make a 
general affault : the Nabob confented, bur his troops 
refufed to make the attempt. The army then ad¬ 
vanced towards the French camp, and a cannonade 
enfued on the 20th, which lafted from noon till 
night, when the Englifii quitted their ground, with 
the lofs of ten Europeans and fifty fepoys, befides 
200 of the Nabob’s troops. Captain Cope coulJ 
not prevail upon the Nabob to maich towards 
Pondicherry, which mult have cut off the com¬ 
munication between that place and the French camp; 
whereupon the Englifh troops were ordered to leave 
the Nabob, and return to Fort St. David, where 
they arrived on the 19th of Auguft. 

As foon as the Englilh withdrew, the French 
united ail their forces to attack the Nabob, who 
imprudently retreated but a few miles from their 
camp. The French army now confided of 1800 
Europeans, 2500 fepoys, and 1000 horfe levied by 
C hunda Saib, together with twelve field pieces. 
The Nabob’s army was compofed of 15000 horfe 
and 5000 foot •, which were encamped betwevn two 
villages that fecured the Ranks-, the rear was de¬ 
fended by a river; and the infantry defended iome 
intrenchments in front: the cavalry formed a fecond 
line in the camp, when they fiiould have been 
drawn out on the plain. In this abfurd difpofition, 
the Nabob was attacked by the French on the 21ft, 
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■who entered his camp in the night, fet fire to it ift 
feveral quarters, and foon put his whole army to 
the route. They killed about 1000 men, without 
any lofs on their own fide. The Nabob fled to 
Arcot with a few attendants, and the other fugitives 
were totally difperfed. 

Nazirzing ftill fpent his time at Arcot in luxu¬ 
rious indolence, while the French marched againft 
Gingee * with a refolution to take it. This place 
is about thirty-four miles north-weft of Pondicherry, 
and was both large and ftrong. It was formerly 
the refidence of a race of Morattoe kings, whofe 
dominions extended from hence to the borders of 
Tanjore: thefe princes were the anceftors of the 
famous Sevajee, who became king over all the 
Morattoe nations ; and it is faid, that Sevajee him- 
felf was oorn at Gingee. The fortifications, as 
well as thofe of Yelore, bore the marks of the mi¬ 
litary character of that nation to which they be¬ 
longed. The fortrefs was about three miles in 
compafs, and three times larger than the town. 
The wall was irregularly built, being carried over 
the tops of four mountains, which made fo many 
diftind fortrefies: the chief was that in the north- 
weft angle, called Rajah Gadu, having a double 
inclofure, part furnifhed by the rock itfelf. The 
city was at the foot of the fortrefs, as alfo was the 
palace of the ancient Rajahs, feparated from the 
reft by an intrenchment. The Indians efteem no 
fortifications very ftrong unlefs placed upon high 
and difficult eminences, and always regarded Gin¬ 
gee as the ftrongeft fortrefs in the Carnatic. 

The French troops eafily got pofTefiion of the 
town, where they were expofed to a continual fire 
from the forts, which they bombarded, and ftormed 
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fucceffivdy in the night* till the whole were re¬ 
duced fword in hand, wich the lofs of only twenty 
men in the different attacks. 

The lols of this important place awakened Na- 
zirzing, who affembled his troops together at Ar- 
cot, and advanced to Gingee. His army had been 
greatly diminilhed by the return of feveral chiefs 
to- their own diftriits: however, his camp confided 
of 50,000 horfe, 60,000 foot, 700 elephants, and 
360 pieces of cannon, befides their numerous at¬ 
tendants *, fo that the whole contained a multitude 
of about 300,000 men. This great body moved 
fo ftowly, that they were fifteen days in marching, 
thirty miles. The rains fet in with great violence, 
and overflowed the whole country. Provifions be¬ 
came fcarce, and ficknefs began to fpread in the 
camp, which continued till December, when the 
rainy weather ceafed. Nazirzing renewed his cor- 
refpondence with M. Dupleix, and offered him 
very favorable terms of pacification: but the Patan 
Nabobs were now ready to put their confpiracy into 
execution, in which they had engaged fo many 
other principal officers, that the greatefl: part of 
the army was on their fide j and M. Dupleix or¬ 
dered the French troops at Gingee to march 
againft the viceroy, and accomplilh the views of 
the confpirators. 

M. De la Touche was the commander of the 
French troops at Gingee, from whence he began 
his march, on the 4th of December, at the head of 
800 Europeans, 3000 fepoys, and ten cannon. The 
plan was communicated to M. Buffy and fome other 
officers, who gave hints to the foldiers fufficient fo 
inlpire them with confidence ; and a guide was fenf 
by the confpirators to conduit the troops, where 
they were to make the grand attack upon the 
viceroy’s head quarters, as he lay perfectly ferur£ 
in bis own imagination, and funk in all the effemi- 
F 2 nasy 
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nacy of an Afiatic camp, which extended eighteen 
miles, and formed a kind of blockade round the 
town. 

The French attacked the camp, on the 5th, at 
four in the morning. The advanced polls were foon 
difperfed, as were alfo 25,000 foot who fupported 
the viceroy’s artillery. The firing fpread an alarm to 
the neareft commanders who were not in the confpi- 
racy: one body fucceeded another, and all were 
repulfed in turn. The French owed their prefer- 
vation to their good management of their field 
pieces, whole quick firing did wonderful execu¬ 
tion, and kept off the furrounding cavalry. After 
palling the line of cannon, they gained their way 
fo (lowly, that they were three hours advancing 
three miles into the camp, when they perceived "a 
numerous body of horfe and foot drawn up in or¬ 
der, extending as far as the eye could reach. The 
French were difmayed, till they perceived in the 
center cf that body an elephant with a large white 
flag, which was the fignal of the confpirators for 
the French, who were immediately informed of ic 
by their officers, and expreffied their joy by repeated 
fhouts. 

It was fome time after day-light before Nazir- 
zing could believe that his camp was attacked by the 
French-, but when convinced of it, he rouzed thofe 
majeftic ideas in which he had been educated. 
Meffengers arrived every minute to inform him of 
the progrefs of the French. He then enquired 
what difpofitions were made by his own generals, 
and was informed, that the troops of Cudapa, Ca- 
noul, and Candanore, together with thofe of Maif- 
fore, and 20,000 Morattoes, were ready drawn up, 
but had not advanced againft the enemy. The 
enraged prince then quitted his tent, mounted his 
elephant, and attended by his body-guard, advan¬ 
ced towards thofe troops. He fcon met the Na¬ 
bobs 
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•bobs of Cudapa and Candanore, whom he re¬ 
proached with negledt and cowardice, in not dar¬ 
ing to defend the imperial ftandard againft the mod 
contemptible of enemies. The traitors anfwered, 
they knew no enemy but himfelfi and Cudapa dif- 
chargcd a carabine from his elephant, which lodged 
two balls in the bread of the unfortunate Nazir- 
zing, who fell on the plain, and indantly expired. 
His guards were fo much terrified at this fudden 
affaffination, that they were eafily difperfed or flain. 
The Nabob ordered the head of the murdered 
viceroy to be levered from the body, and expofed 
it on a fpear to the view of the whole army, through 
which the news was fpread with great rapidity by 
the elevation of little white banners, that ferved 
equally as a fignal to the French, who lent M. Bufiy 
to congratulate Muzapherzing on the death of his 
uncle, to whom he was immediately declared fuc- 
ceffor by all the confpirators. 

This unexpected event mud have caufed great 
confufion in the camp: but what may appear very 
extraordinary in Europe, though common in Afxa, 
every thing was quiet in a few hours, as if nothing 
had happened. The death of Nazirzing was no 
looner known among his troops, than the greated 
part of them came in crowds to range themfelves 
under the banner of his fuccefTor, who, after being 
a prifoner feven months, was faluted Soubahdar of 
the Deckan; and by nine in the morning every 
fword was fheathed, notwithdanding that three 
brothers of the murdered prince were in the camp. 
The new viceroy proceeded to the tent of date, 
where he received homage from the principal of¬ 
ficers, who had paid it to his uncle the day before: 
but Mahomed Ailee Cawn, and the prime minider 
Shanavas Cawn, made their eicape from the camp ; 
the former fled to his fortrefs of Trichinopoli; and 
the latter to Chittaput. 
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M. D? tA Touche, accompanied by all his of¬ 
ficers, went in the evening with great ceremony to 
pay their refpects to Muzapherzing, who received 
tfiem with dignity and gratitude. The news of this 
important revolution was known in the afternoon at 
Pondicherry, where Chunda Saib was the firft who 
announced it to M. Dupleix, who proclaimed it to 
the town by a general difcharge of the artillery, and 
in the evening he received the compliments of the 
principal inhabitants. The next day a Te Deum 
was fung, and deputies were fent to congratulate 
the Soubahdar on his acceffion to the throne, who 
had entrufted the guard of his perfon, and the care 
of his treafures, to the French •, which difgufted 
the confederate Nabobs, who made exorbitant de¬ 
mands on the prince for their fervices in contribut¬ 
ing to his elevation •, but were prevailed on to ac¬ 
company him to Pondicherry, where every thing 
would be fettled to their fatisfadtion by M. Dupleix. 

Gn the 15th, the viceroy entered the gates of 
Pondicherry in a triumphal manner, attended by a 
numerous and fplendid train, among whom were 
moft of the principal lords of his court, who were 
magnificently received by M. Dupleix and Chunda 
Saib. The viceroy had a private conference with 
the governor, in which he explained the difficulties 
he lay under from the pretentions of the Nabobs, 
who demanded, that their arrears of tribute ffiould 
be remitted, their territories enlarged, and half of 
the late viceroy’s treafury be given up to them. 
M. Dupleix told the Nabobs, that if fuch concef- 
fions were extorted, the Soubahdar would be un¬ 
able to fupport the dignity he had acquired : upon 
which they agreed to accept of half the money 
found in the treafury of Nazirzing ; and that agree¬ 
ment was ratified by their oath of allegiance on the 
alcoran to Muzapherzing, who afterwards retired 
to the houfe appointed for his reception, where he 

had 



THE EAST-INDIES. 71 

had the tendered of all fenfations, the pleafure of 
embracing his mother, wife, and fon. 

The next day the Soubahdar’s inauguration in 
the throne of the Deckan was very pompoufly per¬ 
formed, in which M. Dupleix adted a principal 
pare, and appeared in the habit of a Mahomedan 
lord of Indoftan. He was the firft that paid ho¬ 
mage to the viceroy, who declared him governor 
for the Mogul of all the countries fouth of the 
river Kriftna, comprehending a territory almoft as 
large as the whole kingdom of France. He like- 
wife received the command of 7000 horfe ; and it 
was ordered, that no money fhould be current in 
the Carnatic, but fuch as was coined at Pondi¬ 
cherry. 

The immediate advantages arifing to the French 
Eaft India company by thefe concefiions, were the 
polTeffions of a territory near Pondicherry producing 
annually 96,000 rupees; of that near Karical in 
the kingdom of Tanjore, valued at 106,000 j and 
the city of Mafulipatnam with its dependencies, of 
which the yearly income amounted to 144,000 ru¬ 
pees ; in all, a revenue of 43,250 1. fterling, ac¬ 
cording to the French account ■, but thefe advan¬ 
tages were final 1 , in comparifon of thofe which M. 
Dupleix expedled to maintain from his extenfive 
authority, though it was not conftitutionally con¬ 
firmed by the Mogul. Chunda Saib was alfo de¬ 
clared Nabob of Arcot, and its dependences, under 
the authority of M. Dupleix. 

The treafures of Nazirzing were computed at 
two millions fterling, and the jewels at half a mil¬ 
lion, of which M. Dupleix engroffed the greateft 
part. The viceroy gave 50,000!. to the French 
officers, 50,000 k to their troops, and as much to 
the company. On this, M. Dupleix afiumed the 
Hate and formalities of an eaftern prince. He held 
his durbar, or court, in his palace at Pondicherry, 

F 4 and 
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and fuffered neither the natives, nor his own coun¬ 
trymen, to approach him, without a prefent, after 
the eaftern manner. He alfo mounted his elephant, 
and was publickly proclaimed Nabob. 

This defperate ftroke againft Nazirzing was a 
matter of I'uch great confequence to the French, that 
M. Duplcix defigned co have built a town, called 
Fateaba r , or place of victory, on the fpot where the 
viceioy was murdered. He laid out the plan of 
it in a regular manner ; erected two fine choultries, 
cr epen houfes like the Turkilh caravanferais, for 
the reception of travellers j gave 3000 rupees to be 
ciiftributed among feeders; and, as lord proprietor, 
granted them great immunities for a term of years. 
To diftinguifh the fhare which the French had in 
this affair, called by them a victory fuperior to any 
thing of the kind recorded in hiftory, a pillar was 
to be erected in the market-place of this new town, 
with a pompous infeription in the French, Arabic, 
Perfian, and Indofian languages, fignifying, that 
“ this town was built in memory of a victory ob¬ 
tained by the French, commanded by M. de la 
Touche, over the army of Nazirzing, on the 5th of 
December 1750, in the 36th year of the reign of 
Louis XV. and the 3d of Hamet Shah, during the 
government of M. Jofeph Francis Dupleix, of the 
order of St. Louis, knight of St. Michael, and com¬ 
mandant-general of the French Nation in India, 
and in the 8th year of his government.” Unluckily 
for him, future ages will not be the vvifer for it * for 
captain Clive, a year after, in re-taking the Arcot 
country, burnt the town, and deftroyed the monu¬ 
ment on which the pillar was to have been erected. 

Nothing now retarded the departure of Muza- 
pherzing to his capital city Aurengabad, for which 
he began his march from Pondicherry at the head 
of his army : but as his government might not be 
free from commotions, he was accompanied by 

M. Bufly, 
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M. Bully, at the head of 600 French, 3000 fepoys, 
and a large train of artillery, to eftabhlh him in his 
dignity. The army departed from Pondicherry on 
the 4th of January 1751, and marched till the lat¬ 
ter end of the month, when they arrived in the ter¬ 
ritory of Cudapa, about fixty leagues from Pondi¬ 
cherry. Here lome of his troops were attacked by 
thofe of the Nabob, who, together with the Nabob 
of Candanore, fomented this quarrel to depofe the 
Soubahdar, as they thought he had not fufficiently 
rewarded them. M. BufTy interfered •, but the 
viceroy told him, that every Patan in his army was 
a traitor, and the truth of this afTertion was loon 
confirmed. 

The three Nabobs had united all their forces, 
and polled them to defend a defile which lay in the 
rour of the army. The viceroy was no fooner ap¬ 
prized of their revolt, than he hurried away to at¬ 
tack them at the head of his cavalry, without waiting 
for the French. The rebels were repulfed ; the Na¬ 
bob of Candanore was killed ; and the Nabob of 
Cudapa fled out of the field defperately wounded. 
The enraged viceroy purfued the Nabob of Canoul, 
who flood on his defence, with a fmall body of 
troops, and advanced towards his enemy. Exaf- 
perated by this defiance, the young prince made a 
fign for his troops to leave the peribn of the Nabob 
to be attacked by himfelf. The two elephants were 
directed to meet each other; they approached fide 
to fide; and Muzapherzing railed his fword to 
ftrike his enemy down : but the Nabob (truck his 
javelin into the brain of his antagonift, who fell 
back dead. Inftantly, the Nabob was mortally 
wounded, his troops attacked, overpowered, and 
cut to pieces. 

The French troops were (truck with the deepelt 
confirmation when they heard of the fate of Muzt- 
pherzing, whereby all the advantages were deltroyed 
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which they had acquired by the death of Nazirzing, 
and M. Bufly was left without pretenfions to inter¬ 
fere any farther in the concerns of the Deckan. lie 
convened the principal officers, fome of whom were 
for placing the fon of the late viceroy in the go¬ 
vernment : but as he was an infant, and three of 
his uncles were prifoners in the camp, it was agreed, 
that the vacant dignity of Soubahdar, Ihould be 
conferred on Salabatzing, the eldeft of the brothers 
of Nazirzing. The three princes were releafed 
from their confinement, and Salabatzing was pro¬ 
claimed Soubahdar of the Deckan, with the univer- 
fal confent of the army, who looked upon the fall 
of the three confpirators as a retribution of the 
divine juftice, which is a creed implanted among 
the Mahometans. 

Salabatzing confirmed every thing that had 
been granted by his nephew to the French, who ac¬ 
knowledged his right to the government, and at¬ 
tended him to his capital. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. Ill, 

Mahomed Allee Caws is joined by the Englilh 
under captain Cope, at Trichinqpoi.i, in 1751. 
Chunda Saib is cjfijled by the French under M. 
d’Auteuil ; who is oppofed by another body of 
Englilh under captain Gingin. Some forts taken 
by both parties. Chunda Saib encamps near Vol- 
conda: a defcription of that fart. The Englilh 
are defeated there, and retreat to Trichinopoli: 

that city defcribed. - The char abler of captain 

Clive : He is fent with a detachment to reinforce 
captain Gingin at Trichinopoli, and returns to Fort 
St. David •, from whence he is fent with fome troops 
to reduce the province of Arcot ; he takes the Ca¬ 
pital ; and defeats the enemy at Timery. Rajah 
Saib is fent with an army from Trichinopoli to op- 
pofe captain Clive, whom hebefieges at Arcot: ac¬ 
count of that fort: the fiege raifed.—Captain Clive 
is joined by a detachment from Trichinopoli: he 
takes Timery is joined by the Morattoes under 
Bosinrovv-, and obtains a victory over the French 
end Rajah Saib at Arani. He befieges and takes 
Conjeveram, end returns to Fort St. David.—- 
The French and Chunda Saib form the fiege of 
Trichinopoli. 

M Ahomed Allee Cawn hadefcaped with great 
difficulty to Trichinopoli, where captain 
Cope was fent to fupport him, with 200 Europeans 
ana goofepoys, at the beginning of the year 1751 
for a treaty of alliance was concluded between the 
Engliffi and the Nabob, who figned the grants to 
them, and they engaged to affift him t.) the utmoft 
of their power. Chunda Saib raifed S'ooo troops, 
and took the field, affiited by a French battalion 
of 800 men under M. d’Auteui!: and the- Engli Hi 

fent 
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fent 500 Europeans, and 1200 fepoys, commanded 
by captain Gingin, a Switzer, to obferve their mo¬ 
tions. 

The Englifh were determined not to appear as 
principals in the war : they had been unfuccefsful 
in affifling Mahomed Aliee Cawn in an expedition 
again!! Madura; and captain Gingin was ordered 
to remain near Fort St. David, till he was joined by 
the troops from Trichinopoli. Chunda Saib took 
the forts of Chittaput, Arani, and Veloor. He 
threatened Trichinopoli; bur was clofely followed 
by captain Gingin, who took the pagoda of 
Verdachelum *, and was joined by 100 Europeans, 
with 4000 of the Nabob’s troops, commanded by 
his brother Abdul-wahab Cawn. 

Chunda Saib was encamped near Voiconda +, 
a ltrong fortrefs, about feventy miles well of St. 
David, and forty-five from Trichinopoli, in the 
road to Arcot. Its principal defence was a rock. 
200 feet in height, and about a mile in circum¬ 
ference at the bottom, where it was inclofed by a 
high and ftrong wall, moflly cut out of the folid 
rock. It was alfo inclofed by another wall near the 
fummit, which was furrounded by a third. Ad¬ 
joining to the eafl fide of the rock was a ftone fort 
built on the plain; and contiguous to it was a town 
flightly fortified with a mud wall. Captain Gingin 
encamped in a large grove about a mile and a half 
fouth-weft of Voiconda, and was in fight of Chunda 
Saib’s camp, who had prevailed on the governor of 
the town to admit his troops. This brought on an 
engagement between the two armies, in which 
Chunda Saib had the advantage. The Englifh bat¬ 
talion was feized with a panic} their officers, par¬ 
ticularly captain Dalton and lieutenant Clive, en- 


* Or Vardafiidam. f Or Ycl-kondah. 

deavoured 




THE EAST-INDIES. 77 

deavoured to rally them ; but in vain. They re¬ 
treated to the (Ireights of Utatoor *, about twenty- 
five miles from Trichinopoli: Chunda Saib fol¬ 
lowed, and encamped within five miles of them. 
He made an attack upon the Englifh advanced 
guard, commanded by captain Dalton, who re¬ 
pul fed the French; after which, the Englifh were 
delerted by many of the Nabob’s troops, and 
marched to Trichinopoli, where they encamped 
under the walls. The enemy ftill followed, and 
encamped on the plain, on the eaft fide of the town, 
from whence they cannonaded the Englifh, but at 
too great a diftance. 

The city of Trichinopoli is about ninety miles 
inland from the coaft, and (lands on a plain which 
runs in length from eaft to weft about nineteen 
miles, and once was crouded with rich villages and 
plantations of trees; but fince the war, hardly a 
trace of either was left. The town was in form of 
an oblong fquare, the longed fides of which were 
eaft and weft. On the north runs the river Cavery f, 
lefs than half a mile from the fort. 1 he town was 
near four miles in circumference, with a double cir¬ 
cuit of walls, and round towers at equal diftances, 
according to the eaftern method of fortification. 
The outward wall was eighteen feet high, and five 
feet thick, without rampart or parapet: the inward 
was much ftronger, being thirty feet high, with a 
rampart of (tone, decreafing by large fteps from 
the ground to the top, where it was ten feet broad, 
2nd had a thin ftone parapet about leven feet high, 
in which were loop holes to fire through. 1 here 
was an interval between the two walls of twenty-five 
feet; and before the outward, a ditch thirty feet 


* Utatur, or Outatoore : foznetimes called Pallikonda. 
f Kaveri, or Cauvery. . 
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•wide and twelve deep, unequally fupplied with water 
at different feafons, but never quite dry. A moft 
extraordinary rock, about 250 xeet high, ftands ia 
the middle of the old town to the north, from 
which the adjacent country is difcovered for many 
miles round : and on the top of this rock was a pa¬ 
goda, which was of fingular ufe to the Englifh 
during the whole war. Here was conftantly Ra¬ 
tioned a man, with a telefcope, who gave them, 
by fignals and writing, an account of all the ene¬ 
my’s motions. 

The Englifh battalion was now reduced fo 400 
men, who encamped on the weft fide of the city, 
and the Nabob’s troops on the fouth fide : but 
captain Cope, with too Europeans fent there in the 
beginning of the year, remained within the walls. 
Chunda Saib and the French took pofieffion of Se- 
ringham, which had been evacuated by the Nabob: 
it was a poft occupied by the French all the war, 
and was excellent as fuch, for an army that would 
keep their communication open. 

The ifland of Seringham * is formed about fix 
miles north-weft of Trichinopoli by the river 
Cavery, which divides itfelf into two branches: 
that to the northward takes the name of the Cole- 
roon j- j and that to the fouthward preferves its old 
name, the Cavery. Each of thefe rivers, after a 
courfe of about ninety miles, empty themfclves into 
the feav the Coleroon at Devi-cottah, and the 
Cavery near Tranquebar, at about twenty miles 
diftance from each other. In this ifland, facing 
Trichinopoli, and about a mile from it, flood the 
famous pagoda of Seringham, furrounded by feven 
fquare wails of ftone, twenty-five feet high, and 
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ftwt thkk. The fpace between the outward and 
ftcoftd walls meafured 310 feet, and fo proporrion- 
ably of the reft. Each inclofure had four large 
gates, with a high tower ; which were placed, one 
in the middle of each fide of the inclofure, and op- 
pofite to the four cardinal points. The outward 
wall was about four miles in circumference, and its 
gateway, to the fouth, was ornamented with pillars, 
feme of which, were fingle ftones thirty-three feet 
long, and fire in diameter; but thole which formed 
the roof were ftill larger ; and in the inmoft inclo¬ 
fure were the chapels. About half a mile to the 
eaft of Seringham was another large pagoda, called 
Jumbikiftna, which had but one inclofure. The 
great veneration in which Seringham was held, 
arofe from a belief, that it contained the identical 
image of the god Wiftchnu, worlhipped by Bramaj 
and pilgrims from all parts of India came here, 
with an offering of money, to obtain abfolution. 
A large part of the revenue of the ifiand was allot¬ 
ted for the maintenance of the bramins -, who in¬ 
habited the pagoda -, and thefe, with their families, 
formerly compofed a multitude not lefs than 40,000 
fouls, maintained without labor, by the liberality of 
fuperftition: but their repofe was now doomed to 
be difturbed, and their temple polluted, by the 
violence of arms. 

In the beginning of Auguft, the French lent s 
ftrong detachment to attack Coilady, a mud fort, 
about a mile to the eaft of the great bank which 
terminates the ifiand of Seringham, and fifteen miles 
eaft of Trrchinopoli. As this was the only poft 
which ftill held out for the Nabob, captain Gingiti, 
fcnt enfign Trufler, with 20 Europeans and 100 fc- 
poys, to reinforce the garrifon: but he was obliged 1 
00 abandon the fort, after he had gallantly defended 
it feveral days. This fuccefs determined Chumiht 
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Saib to crofs the Cavery : he left a garrifon in Se- 
ringhani; and encamped with the reft of his army 
to the eaft of Trichinopoli which his forces were 
not fufficient to befiege, and both parties continued 
inactive the remainder of the campaign ; while the 
Englifh collected another army, and invaded Arcot, 
in which expedition the prefent lord Clive nobly di- 
ftinguifhed himfelf. 

The prefidency of Fort St. David were con¬ 
cerned at the progrefs of the French and Chunda 
Saib, who had drove Mahomed Alice Cawn en¬ 
tirely out of the Carnatic, and in a manner inverted 
him before the walls of Trichinopoli, where they 
daily augmented their army, and collected warlike 
ftores. The fhips from England, being arrived 
with fome recruits, a detachment of eighty Euro¬ 
peans, and 300 iepoys, with a large convoy of 
ftores, were lent from Fort St. David in the middle 
of July, to relieve Verdachellum, which was the 
only fort north of the Coleroon that acknowledged 
the Nabob, and was then invefted by the troops of 
a neighbouring Polygar. This party was command¬ 
ed by lieutenant Clive, a young gentleman, the 
fon of Richard Clive of Styche, near Drayton, in 
the county of Salop, Efq-, and nearly related to Sir 
Edward Clive, one of the judges of the court of 
common pleas. Colonel Lawrence, fpeaking of 
Mr. Clive, calls him, “ A man of undaunted re- 
folution, of a cool temper and a prefence of mind, 
which never left him in the greateft danger. Born 
a foldier ; for, without a military education of any 
fort, or much converfmg with any of the profdTion, 
from his judgment and good fenfe, he led an army 
like an' experienced officer, and brave foldier, with 
a prudence that warranted fuccefs. This young 
man’s early genius, continues the colonel, furprized 
and engaged my attention, as well before, as at the 

ficge 
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fiege of Dawcottah*, where he behaved, in courage 
and judgment, much beyond what could be expedled 
from his years •, and his fuccefs afterwards, con¬ 
firmed what I had faid to many people concerning 
him.” 

Mr. Clive, foon after the reduction of Devi- 
Cotah, reaffumed the mercantile fervice of the 
company in which he firft went to India, and now 
adted as commifiary of the army, which he had ac¬ 
companied to Volconda, from whence he returned 
to Fort St. David, while the Englifh troops marched 
to Trichinopoli. He defeated the Polygar’s troops, 
and entered Verdachelum without any lofs. From 
thence he fent his detachment through the country 
ofTanjore to reinforce the battalion at Trichino¬ 
poli, which they joined without interruption before 
the French had paffed the Cavery : but Mr. Clive 
returned to Fort St. David, attended by twelve fe- 
poys, and fome fervants, who were furrounded by 
the Polygar’s troops, which killed feven of the fe- 
poys : the others difperfed for want of ammunition, 
and Mr. Clive faved himfelf by the fpeed of his 
horfe from a party of cavalry, who purified him fe- 
veral miles. 

The French were ftill fuperior to the Englifh be¬ 
fore Trichinopoli, where the prefidency fent ano¬ 
ther reinforcement under Mr. Clive, who had a 
captain’s commifiion given him on this occafion. 
His detachment confided of 100 Europeans, and 
50 fepoys, with which he entered the Tanjore 
country, whofe king differed both the Englifh and 
French troops to march through it to Trichinopoli. 
The French detached 30 Europeans, and 500 fe¬ 
poys, from Coilady, to intercept Captain Clive, 
who came in fight of them near the village of Con- 
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dour*, about ten miles north of Tanjore. Both 
parties attempted to get poffeffion of the village, 
and a fkirmiffi eniued, in which the Englifh had fo 
much the advantage, that they arrived fafe at Tri¬ 
chinopoli, where their battalion was now augment¬ 
ed to doo men ; but the French had 900, and the 
troops of Chunda Saib were ten times the number 
of thofe under the Nabob, whofe treafures were ex- 
haufted, and his revenues daily cut off or exadted 
by the enemy. 

Captain Clive returned from Trichinopoli to 
Fort St. David, where he reprefented this fkuation 
of affairs to the prefidency, and propofed to attack 
Arcot, as the only means to draw off Chunda Saib 
from Trichinopoli. He offered to lead the expe¬ 
dition, and it was immediately undertaken. Colo¬ 
nel Lawrence fays, that “ this expedition was at¬ 
tended with uncommon fuccefs, which fome peo¬ 
ple were pleafed to term fortunate and lucky : but 
in his opinion, from the knowledge he had of the 
gentleman, he deferved, and might expedl from 
his conduct, every thing as it fell out.” 

The captain, on the 21ft of Auguft, embarked 
from Fort Sc. David for Fort St. George, in the 
Wager Indiaman, with 130 Europeans, and 200 
fepoys : but, on his arrival at Madrafs, he was re¬ 
inforced by 80 Europeans, and 300 fepoys ; fo that 
he found himfelf at the head of 2 xo Europeans, and 
500 fepoys, with only eight officers, fix of whom 
had never experienced military fervice before; and 
yet with this little army, and three field-pieces for 
their artillery, he undertook and effe&ed the con- 
queft of a large province. 

They marched from Madrafs on the 26th, and 
arrived on the 29th at Conjeveram, a large city. 
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tyith a fortified pagoda, about forty-five miles from 
Madrafs. On the 31ft, they halted within ten 
miles of Arcot, the capital of the province, fixty 
miles from the coaft ; a populous city, but defended 
only by a large dcfpicable citadel built with earth. 
The garrifon confifted of 1 too men, who were ter¬ 
rified at this fudden approach of an enemy, and 
immediately abandoned the fort. The Englifh, on 
the lit of September, entered the city, which had 
no walls, and quietly took poffeffion of the citadel, 
in the fight of 100,000 of the inhabitants, who 
gazed on them with admiration and refpect. 

In the fort were eight pieces of cannon, with 
a large quantity of lead and gun powder; as alfo 
effects to the value of 50,000!. depofited there for 
fecurity by the country merchants, to whom they 
were punctually reftored. They had offered cap¬ 
tain Clive a large firm of money, on his entering 
the fort, to prevent the place from being plundered, 
which he refuied : but caufed a proclamation to be 
made, that fuch as were willing to flay, fhould re¬ 
ceive no injury ; and thofe that were unwilling might 
depart, with their effeCts of all kinds, grain and 
provifion excepted, for which they fhould be paid 
the full value immediately. The fort was inhabited 
by near 4000 perfons, who were permitted to re¬ 
main in their habitations. This judicious genero- 
fity conciliated moft of the principal inhabitants to 
the Englifh intereft ; and gained the good opinion 
and afreftion of the country people in fuch a manner, 
as afterwards contributed to fave the place ; for 
thofe that did not chufe to flay in the fort, 
when the Englifh came to be inverted there, gave 
captain Clive the mofl: exaCt intelligence of all the 
defigns and motions of the enemy ; fo that they 
never attempted any thing that he was not prepared 
n the beft manner to receive and oppofe. 
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Captain Clive was apprehenfive that the enemy 
would be reinforced, and return into the town, if 
he confined himfelf to the fort: he therefore marched 
out of it, on the 4th, with the greateft part of his 
men and four field-pieces. The fame afternoon he 
difcovered the fugitive garrifon, confiding of 600 
horfe and 500 foot, drawn up near Timery*, a 
fort fuuated fix miles fouth-weft of the city: but 
when they perceived the Englidi within mufket- 
fliot, they retreated to the hills in their rear; where 
it was difficult and dangerous to follow them ; upon 
which captain Clive marched his men back to Ar- 
cot. He marched out again on the 6th, and found 
the enemy, who now appeared to be 2000, ftrongly 
poded in a grove within gun-lhot of Timery. 
They had two field-pieces managed by fome French¬ 
men, who fired fmartly as the Englidi advanced, and 
killed three Europeans : but they Bed as the troops 
approached nearer, and left many men dead behind 
them. Captain Clive then took poffeffion of the 
village under the walls of the fort, and fummoned 
the governor, who refufed to furrender, as he found 
the Englidi had no battering cannon; upon which 
the troops returned again to Arcot, where they re¬ 
mained in the fort, and were diligently employed 
in many necefiary works. 

The enemy were now increafed to 3000 men, 
and encamped within three miles of the town: but, 
on the 14th, captain Clive marched out of the fort 
in the dead of night, with the greateft part of his 
garrifon, who entered the camp by furprize while 
the enemy were fleeping in their tents, many of 
whom were killed, and the reft fled in the utmoft 
confufion. This fuccefs was obtained without the 


* Qr Timary. 
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lofs of a man, and made the Englifh appear ftill in 
a more formidable light. 

The two eighteen pounders and fome military 
ftores were on the road from Madrafs, efcorted by 
a few fepoys, who arrived fafe at Conjeveram, and 
were joined by a large detachment from Arcor, 
which the enemy then thought was left unguarded, 
and marched up with their whole force to attack the 
fort. This was bravely defended, and the inhabi¬ 
tants (hewed no fign of infurrection during the at¬ 
tack, which continued till the return of the detach¬ 
ment with the convoy, when the enemy precipi¬ 
tately abandoned the town. 

The French and Chunda Saib were fo much 
mortified at the lofs of this important place, that 
they fent all the force they could fpare from Trichi - 
nopoli to retake it. This detachment was compofed 
of 4000 horfe and foot, who were joined in their 
route by 150 Europeans from Pondicherry, and alfo 
by the troops already colletted in the neighbour¬ 
hood of Arcot. The whole body when united a- 
mounted to about Sooo men, commanded by Ra¬ 
jah Saib*, who entered the city of Arcot on the 
23d of September, and fixed his head-quarters in 
the palace of the Nabob. But he was followed 
from Trichinopoli by a detachment under the com¬ 
mand of captain Kilpatrick, to fupport captain 
Clive, who w'as invefted, and on the point of be¬ 
ing clofely befieged, by a numerous army, com¬ 
manded by a young fpirited prince, afiifted by the 
French troops, and feveral European engineers. 

The Englifh garrifon had nothing but their own 
viligance and bravery to fupport them in this fiege 
of the fort of Arcor, which was above a mile in 
circumference. The walls were ruinous i the ram- 


* The fon of Chunda Saib. 
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pari too narrow for artillery ; and the parapet 
low and flightly builr. The towers were decayed; 
and the ditch was dry in many places. Between 
the foot of the walls and the ditch was a fpace 
about ten feet broad, intended for a fauffe-braye ; 
but this had no parapet at the fcarp of the ditch. 
The fort had two gates, one to the north-well, the 
other to the eaft : both of which were large piles of 
mafonry projecting forty feet beyond the walls: 
and the paffage from thefe gates, inftead of a draw¬ 
bridge, was a large eaufeway which croJled the 
ditch. The houfes near the fort had little wood¬ 
work in their conftruction, and could not be eafily 
fet on fire, fo that the befiegers took poffeffion of 
them, to fire upon the ramparts. 

Thus fituated, captain Clive was determined to 
make one vigorous effort to drive the enemy out 
of the town j and on the 24th, at noon, thegreatefl 
part of the garrifon, with the four field pieces Tal¬ 
lied out of the north-weft gate, which faced a ftreet 
that ran to the north, turned to the eaft, and formed 
another ftreet where the palace was fituated. Cap¬ 
tain Clive intended to put the enemy between two 
fires, and ordered a platoon under enlign Glafs to 
march up the ftreet on the eaftern fide of the fort, 
which led up to the palace; and advanced himfelf 
with the main body along the north ftreet. The 
French troops were drawn up in front of the palace, 
with four field pieces; and, as captain Clive ad¬ 
vanced, a brifk cannonade began at the diftance of 
only thirty yards. The French were drove from 
their guns in a few minutes, and ran into the pa¬ 
lace ; while their Moorifh troops got poffeffion of 
all the houfes in the ftreet, from whence they fired 
with fo much aim, that fourteen men, who attemp¬ 
ted to carry off the French artillery, were all either 
killed or wounded. Captain Clive found it was 
impracticable to bring off their guns, and returned 

to 
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to the fort, where he found the platoon under en- 
fign Glafs, whofe march was retarded by 400 fe- 
poys, whom he defeated ; but this interruption 
prevented him from arriving in time to render the 
l'ervice for which his men were defined. In this 
fally, the garrifon had fifteen Europeans killed, 
among whom was lieutenant Trenwith, whofe death 
was occafiorted by his nobly preferving the life of his 
commander, in this manner. A fepoy from a win¬ 
dow was levelling his piece at captain Clive, as he 
was encouraging his men in the ftreet: Mr. Tren- 
with perceived the fepoy, and puiled the captain 
afide ; upon which the fepoy changed his aim, and 
fhot the lieutenant dead. Lieutenant Revel, the 
only officer of artillery, was alfo difabled, with fix- 
teen other men. | 

The next day, Rajah Saib was joined by Mortiz 
Allee, with 2000 men, from Veloor; and at night 
fome of their fepoys fired upon the ramparts from 
the adjacent houfes. At midnight, enlign Glafs 
was fent with ten men to blow up two of the houfes 
which molt annoyed the fort •, but the enfign was 
unfuccefsful in the attempt, and difabled from far¬ 
ther action by a violent fall. 

Thus, at the beginning of the fiege, captain 
Clive was deprived of the fervice of half his officers 
who accompanied him in the expedition •, for one 
was killed, two wounded, and another returned to 
Madrafs ; while the troops fit for duty were dimi- 
niffied to 120 Europeans, and 200 fepoys Thefe 
were befieged by 150 Europeans, 3000 horfe, 2000 
fepoys, and 5000 peons. 

The befiegers were not furniffied with battering 
cannon for fourteen days, during which time they 
kept firing their mufquetry from the houfes, and 
bombarding from four mortars; by v.hich they 
killed three ferjeants and Several men, who at dif¬ 
ferent times accompanied captain Clive in viliting 

G 4 the 
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the works. The (lore of provifion in the fort was. 
only fufficient to fitpply the garrifon two months, 
■which made it neceffary to fend away all the inha¬ 
bitants, whom the befiegers permitted to pafs their 
guards. The French artillery arrived from Pondi¬ 
cherry, confifting of two eighteen pounders, and 
feven fmaller pieces ; upon which they opened a 
battery to the north-weft, and difmounted one of 
the eighteen pounders in the fort. In fix days they 
beat ilavn all the wall lying between two towers, 
and made a practicable breach of fifty feet. The 
garrifon, both officers and men, were extremely 
alert and indefatigable in making works to defend 
it: trenches were dug, and fcattered with crows- 
feet; palifadoes were carried on along the trench¬ 
es, and continued up the rampart to the para¬ 
pet. All tbefe preparations intimidated the befieg- 
ers from making an affijult, before they had made 
another breach, which they attempted by a battery 
ereCted to the fouth-weft. 

Lieutenant Innis was fent from Madrafs, with 
100 Europeans and 200 fepoys, to relieve captain 
Clive: but this party was furrounded at Trivatore 
by 2000 of RajJis Saib’s troops, who killed twenty 
of the Englilh ■, which deterred the reft from con¬ 
tinuing their march, and they retreated to Pono- 
maley, a fort belonging to the company, fifteen 
miles weft of Madrafs. This retreat left the garri¬ 
fon at Arcot little expectation of fuccour from the 
fettlements : how-.ver, their fpirits were raifed by the 
hopes of other refources. Morarow was encamped, 
with 6000 Morattoes, about thirty miles from Ar¬ 
cot, and offered his aftiftance to fuch brave men as - 
the defenders of that fort: upon which, Rajah Saib 
propoled very honorable terms to the garrifon, if 
they would furrender-, if not, he threatened to put 
every man to the fword. Captain Clive treated 
thcfe propofals with contempt j which exafperated 

Rajah 
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Rajah Saib, who had alfo made a breach to the 
iouth-weft, and was determined to ftorm the fort. 

Captain Kilpatrick had joined the party un¬ 
der lieutenant Innis, and was advancing to Arcot, 
before which fome of the Morattoes had appeared, 
and attempted to enter the town. This determined 
the befiegers to make their laft effort, and difpofi- 
tions were made for the affault, of which captain 
Clive was fo feafonably apprized, that he was well 
prepared to receive them with mafk batteries. He 
knew the very hour of attack, which was to begin 
at the dawn of day, by the fignal of three bombs. 
After concerting the beft meafures of defence, and 
being almoft exhaufted with fatigue, he lay down 
to fleep, and ordered his attendants to awaken him 
at the firft alarm. 

As foon as the morning broke, on the 14th of 
November, Rajah Saib led his troops to the attack, 
in four principal divifions, two of which advanced 
to the gates, and the other two to the breaches, 
while others came with ladders to the walls. Cap¬ 
tain Clive found his garrifon at their polls, accord¬ 
ing to the difpofitions he had made. The aflailants 
began the florm, by attacking both breaches and 
one of the gates, which they attempted to force 
open with elephants, that had large plates of iron 
fixed to their foreheads : but thefe animals turned 
from the mufketry, and trampled on thofe who 
conduced them. The ftorm to the north-weft was 
carried on with a mad kind of intrepidity, heigh¬ 
tened by the inebriation of eating Bang, a plant 
which either ftupifies, or excites the moft defperate 
exceffes of rage. The Moors palled the breach, and 
fome of them got over the firft trench before the 
defenders gave fire; but they were foon repulfed by 
the mufketry and two pieces of cannon, which did 
fuch execution, that the attack ceafed in a few mi¬ 
nutes. It was renewed by another body, and then 
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another fucceeded, who were drove back in the 
fame manner. They were equally unfuccefsful in 
attacking the fouth-weft breach, where they em¬ 
barked feventy men on a raft to crofs the ditch : 
but captain Clive himfelf fired one of the field- 
pieces, which delfroyed the raft, and many of the 
men were drowned. In thefe different attacks the 
afiailants continued the florm almoft an hour, and 
then fuddenly relinquifhed all their attempts; foon 
after which, they retreated and dilappeared. The 
French troops were drawn up at a diffance, and 
were only fpedlators of the attack by their allies, 
who had about 400 men killed and wounded, and 
among the (lain was the commander of their fepoys, 
who had diftinguifhed himfelf with great bravery. 
Many of the garrifon were fick, fo that the number 
which repulfed the {form was no more than eighty 
Europeans, and 120 fepoys, officers included : thefe, 
befides lerving five pieces of cannon, fired 12,000 
mufket cartridges during the attack ; in which they 
had only four Europeans killed, and two fepoys 
wounded : but during the time that the fort was 
invefted, they had forty-five Europeans and thirty 
fepoys killed, with a greater number of both wound¬ 
ed, moft of whom fuffered by the fire of the enemy’s 
mufketry from the houfes, which was continued 
till the next morning, when they precipitately a- 
bandoned the town, where they left four pieces of 
artillery, four mortars, and a large quantity of 
ammunition. Thus ended a fiege, maintained fifty 
days, under every difadvantage of fituation and 
force by a fmall body of men in their firft cam¬ 
paign, with a fpirit worthy of the moft able ve¬ 
terans. 

The different chiefs who affifted Rajah Saib re¬ 
turned to their own diftricts, and he retired to Ve- 
loor with the French and the troops from Trichi- 
nopoli; while captain Kilpatrick joined captain 
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Clive, who left him with a garrifon in the fort, and 
took the field on the 19th. Ilis army confifted of 
200 Europeans, 700 fepoys, and three field pieces, 
with which he marched to Timery, and took that 
fort, where he left a fmall garrifon. He was foon 
after joined by 6co Morattoes under Bofinrow *, 
the nephew of Morarow, whofe camp had been 
attacked and plundered by the French and Rajah 
Saib within a fhort march of Veloor, from whence 
they decamped, and joined a reinforcement from 
Pondicherry at Arani j-, a ftrongfort about twenty 
miles fouth of Arcot, when their army confifted of 
300 Europeans, 2000 horfe, and 2500 fepoys, with 
lour field-pieces. 

Captain Clive marched towards Rajah Saib, 
and came up with him in the plains of Arani, 
where both armies came to a general engagement, 
on the 3d of December, about noon. Captain 
Clive ftationed his Morattoes in a grove of palms 
to the left ; the fepoys in a village to the right; 
and the Europeans, with the field pieces, in the 
center, in an open ground, which extended about 
300 yards between the grove and the village : in 
the front w r ere rice-fields, which were fwampy •, and 
the approach of the enemy’s cannon would have 
been impracticable, had there not been a caufeway 
leading to the village on the right. The French 
troops, with 1500 fepoys, and their artillery, 
marched along the caufeway •, while the horfe, with 
1000 fepoys, attacked the Morattoes before the 
other wing was engaged. The Morattoes behaved 
with great fpirit, and fought in a manner peculiar 
to themfelves : they made five fucceftive charges, 
in which they were always repulfed by the fuperi- 
ority of numbers. The French were galled on the 


* Or Boznrow. f Aranie, Arnie, Arnee, or Arni. 
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other wing, as they advanced along the caufeway 
to the village, and formed an extenfive front in the 
adjacent fields, which reached almoft to the grove. 
They were fpiritedly oppofed on all parts, and vi- 
goroufly purfued in their retreat. About 50 of 
the French, and 150 of their horfe and fepoys, 
were either killed or wounded in the engagement, 
which continued five hours. The Englilh had 20 
Europeans, 8 fepoys, and 46 Morattoes, killed or 
wounded. 

Rajah Saib retreated to the town of Arani, and 
from thence to Ginjee, leaving many tents, and a 
large quantity of baggage behind. He was clofely 
purfued by the Morattoes, who took his military 
cheft, in which were 100,000 rupees; and they alfo 
returned with 400 of his horfes. Many of his fe~ 
poys deferted, and offered their fervice to captainr 
Clive, who incorporated 600 of their beft men a- 
mong his own troops, and compelled the governor 
of Arani to take an oath of fubmiffion to Mahomed 
Allee Cawn. 

The French had repoffeffed Conjeveram, and 
placed a garrifon in its pagoda of 30 Europeans, 
and 300 fepoys, who impeded the communication 
between Arcot and Madrafs, and had furprized a 
party of difabled men returning from the fiege, 
among whom, were the officers Revel and Glafs : 
fome of the men were murdered, but the officers 
were fpared. 

Bosinrow proceeded with his Morattoes from 
Arani to Trichinopoli, by order of his uncle Mo- 
rarow: but captain Clive marched with his own 
force to Conjeveram, where he arrived on the 14th, 
and fummoned the French officer to furrender, which 
he refufed, and threatened to expofe his captives on 
the walls, if the pagoda was attacked. Two 18 
pounders arrived from Madrafs, and the pagoda 
was battered in breach at the diftance of 200 yards. 

The 
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The French had no cannon •, but fired fmartly with 
their mufketry, which killed feveral men at the 
battery : and lieutenant Bulkley was fhot through 
the head, as he reconnoitred the pagoda in company 
with captain Clive, who ftood clofe by his fide when 
he fell. A breach was made after a fiege of three 
days; upon which, the garrifon abandoned the 
place, and left the Englifh prifoners behind. 

Captain Clive deitroyed the defences of Con- 
jeveram ; fent 180 Europeans and 500 fepoys to 
Arcot; and returned with the remainder of his 
troops to Madrais; from whence he proceeded to 
Fort St. David, and arrived there before the year 
was expired. 

While the Englifh were thus fuccefsful in the 
province of Arcor, tne French carried on their at¬ 
tempts againft: Trichinopoli •, for which they had 
been fupphed with battering artillery from Carical, 
and had eredted three batteries, but all of them at 
too great a diftance to perform any execution, fo as 
to make the leaft impreffion on the walls, or among 
the Englifh and their fepoys, who were encamped 
clofe to the welt fide of the town, while the Nabob’s 
cavalry encamped to the fouth. Some fkirmifhes 
happened, of little confequence, during the month 
of Odtcber: but the befiegers fired fmartly every 
day, and fupplied the befieged with a great number 
of cannon-balls, all of which had the Englifh mark; 
being the fame that the fhips had fired againtl Pon¬ 
dicherry, with as little effedt as they were now thrown 
away againft Trichinopoli. 

The Nabob was promifed affiftance from the 
king of MaifTore, whofe fubjedts detefted Chunda 
Saib. The French detached a party to terrify that 
prince ; and captain Cope was fent after them with 
an Englifh detachment to drive them from the fort 
of Kiftnavaram, thirty miles weft of Trichinopoli, 
in the high road to MaiiTore. Captain Cope was 

mortally 
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mortally wounded in attacking the enemy; and cap¬ 
tain Dalton was fent to take the command : but 
borh parties retired without coming to aftion, and 
returned to Trichinopoli, where many powerful 
allies were engaged on each fide. 


CHAP. IV. 

Raj^h Saib plunders the country near Madrass : 
Captain Clive is fent from Fort St. David to 
command the army at Madrafs. He takes Con- 
jeveramj defeats the French at Covrepauk ; 
and returns to St. David, from whence he is 
fent with major Lawrence to reinforce the 
troops at Trichinopoli. The Nabob Maho¬ 
med Allee Cawn is joined thereby the Mais- 
soreans and their Morattoes, the Tanjo- 
rines Tondeman: and Chunda Saib is 
joined by the troops under Morawa and Allum 

Cawn. Some account of thefe different allies. -- 

Tbe French attack the F.nglifh in their march at 
Koiladdy *z»JEli_wiserum ; but are defeated,and 
Allum Cawn is killed. Major Lawrence takes 
the command of the Nabob's army at Trichinopoli : 
and M. Law and Chunda Saib encamp at Sering- 
ham. Captain Clive takes Lalgoody ; and Eli¬ 
na ifer urn furrenders to captain Dalton. -M. 

d’Dauteuil is fent with an army from Pondi¬ 
cherry to reinforce Chunda Saib, and fuperfede 
M. Law. Captain C live fortifies S amiavaram, 
andmarches to intercept M. d* Auteuil at Utatoor. 
'The French take Samiavaram ; which is retaken 
by captain Clive. —The Tanjorines take Koiladdy. 
Captain Dalton attacks M. d’Auteuil, at Utatoor : 
the French are repul fed, and retreat to Volconda. 
Captain Dalton joins captain Clive, who takes 

Pit- 



THE EAST-INDIES. 95 

Pitch an da. Chunda Saib is deferted by his al¬ 
lies ; fur renders bimfelf to Monackjee, and is 
murdered: his char abler, and remarks on his death. 
—Captain Clive makes M. D’Auteuil and all bis 
troopsprijonersatV olconda: andM. Law furrenders 
his whole army prijoners of war to major Lawrence 
and the Nabob at Seringham. General remarks 
on thefe tranficiions. 

W HILE captain Clive was at Fort St. David, 
Rajah Saib collected a confiderable force ac 
Chettaput, from whence they marched towards 
Madrafs, in the beginning of January 1752, ap¬ 
proaching fo near as within nine miles, to a place 
called St. Thomas’s Mount, where the Englifii 
gentlemen had their country feats, in the company’s 
territory of Ponomalee. The Moors plundered 
thefe houfes of all their furniture, carried off ail the 
provifion they found, and fent the whole to Pondi¬ 
cherry. After thefe hoftilities they returned to 
Conjeveram, garrifoned its pagoda with 300 fepoys, 
and kept the field between this place and the fort 
of Ponomalee, which they threatened to attack. 

The Englifh prefidency determined to make an 
effort to reduce this enemy, before they fent a re¬ 
inforcement to Trichinopoli ; and captain Clive 
was fent to Madrafs, to take the command. A de¬ 
tachment of 100 Europeans arrived therefrom Ben¬ 
gal, and 80 more w'ere taken from the garrifon of 
Madrafs ; which were joined by 200 Europeans and 
500 fepoys from the garrifon of Arcot. The whole 
united force confided of 380 Europeans, 1300 fe¬ 
poys, and fix field-pieces with which captain 
Clive took the field on the 2d of February. The 
enemy had an army of 400 Europeans, 2500 horfe, 
and 2000 fepoys, with a large train of artillery : 
but, notwithftanding this luperiorirv, they were 
afraid to meet captain Clive, and Lrbfied tiv-rn- 
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felves ftrongly in their camp at Vendalore, a vil¬ 
lage about 24 miles fouth-weft of Madrafs. The 
Englilh advanced to attack them in the rear ; upon 
which, they fuddenly quitted their camp, and re¬ 
united their fcattered parties at Conjeveram, from 
whence they marched towards Arcot, which they 
expeded to have found without a garrifon. Cap¬ 
tain Clive, therefore, made a forced march of 20 
miles to Conjeveram, where the garrifon of the pa¬ 
goda furrendered on the firlt fummons. He,fol¬ 
lowed the enemy fo clofe, that they were obliged to 
encamp near the fort of Covrepauk*, within eight 
miles of Arcot, where they lay to receive him, 
ported in a very advantageous manner. 

The Englilh army arrived in fight of Covrepauk, 
on the i ft of March atfun-fet, when the van, march¬ 
ing in the high road, were fired upon from the 
right, by the French artillery, ported in a thick, 
grove of mango-trees, which had a ditch and a 
bank in front, within 250 yards of the Englilh 
troops. Captain Clive had little hopes of forcing 
the enemy in this ftrong fituation : however, ob- 
ferving a water-courfe at a little diftance to the left, 
he immediately ftruck out of the road, and threw 
his men into it for Ihelter; while the baggage fell 
back half a mile, with one of the field-pieces and a 
platoon to defend it. The enemy, deceived by the 
afiurance M. Dupleix had given of captain Clive’s 
weaknefs, quitted their ports, and marched towards 
him in a column of fix men in front. The Englilh 
formed in the fame order, and a fire was kept up 
on both fides for two hours : but when they came 
to the pufh of their bayonets, the French retired 
within their intrenchments. As it was then about 
ten o’clock, and part of the Englilh troops raw, the 


* Cauvery-Pauk, Kaveri-pakain, or Coveree-paute. 
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victory remained doubtful, til! captain Clive fent a 
detachment under lieutenant Keene, to take a com- 
pafs, and fall upon the rear of the French battery, 
which was well executed. The detachment entered 
the grove unpsrceived, aad gave their fire in a gene¬ 
ral volley at the didance of 30 yards. The French 
immediately abandoned their guns, anti fled; but 
many of them were taken pnfoners. The other 
part of their army foon received intelligence of this 
di falter, on which they immediately took flight, 
and their horfe difperled at the fame time. The 
Englifh troops re-united, and remained underarms 
until day-break, when they found themfelves in 
pofleflion of eight pieces of cannon, 200 Hand of 
arms, and a great quantity of ammunition. Thev 
killed 5 o Europeans, and made 60 more prifoners: 
the French alfo loft about 300 fepoys. Of the Eng¬ 
lifh, 40 Europeans and 30 fepoys were killed ; be- 
fldes a greater number wounded. 

The fort of Covrepauk fubmitted to captain 
Clive, who proceeded to Arcot, and marched 
agamft Veloor : but before his troops came in light 
of that place, he received an order from the prefi- 
dency cf Fort St. David, to repair thither with ail his 
force, which they had determined to fend to Trichi- 
nopoli. He therefore changed his route, and came 
to the lpot where Nazirzing had been killed, and 
M. Dupleix had planned out his new town, which 
captain Clive cauled to be entirely demoiifned, and 
then continued his march to Fort St. David, with¬ 
out interruption from the enemy, who were dif- 
pirited by his fuccefs. Their horfe were disbanded; 
and the French troops and fepoys were recalled 
to Pondicherry, where M. Dupleix exp re fled the 
highelt refentment againA Rajah Saib. Thus the 
valor and conduct of captain Clive in the Carnatic, 
recovered to the Nabob Manomed Ailee Ciwn an 
extent of country 6c miles long, and 30 broad, the 
Vol. II. H annual 
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annual revenues of which, amounted to 400,000 
pagodas, or i6o,oool. fterling. 

Captain Clive returned to St. David’s on the 
nth of March, and the troops were ready to take 
the field again on the 15th, when the Dorrington 
arrived from England with major Lawrence on 
board, who refumed his command. The chief 
fcene of the military operations was now to be at 
Trichinopoli, for which place major Lawrence and 
captain Clive marched on the 18th, with 400 Eu¬ 
ropeans and 1100 lepoys : they had eight field- 
pieces, and efcorted a large quantity of military 
ftores and ammunition, through the king of Tan- 
jore’s country towards Trichinopoli, where the Na¬ 
bob Mahommed Allee Cawn, and alfo Chunda 
Saib, had been greatly reinforced by the country 
troops. 

The only prince in the peninfula, from whofe 
fituation, power, and inclination, Mahomed Allee 
Cawn could expeft to be properly affifted, was the 
king of Maifibre*, whofe territory is bounded to 
the eaft by the fouthern part of the Carnatic, and 
the kingdom of Trichinopoli : to the weft it ex¬ 
tends in fome parts, within 30 miles of the fea-coaft 
of Malabar. The capital is Seringapatnam : and 
his annual revenue is computed at twenty millions 
of rupees, or 2,500,000 k fterling. The king was 
then an infant, and the government was ruled by 
his uncle Nanderauze, who was called the dallaway-f, 
or regent. He agreed to affift the Nabob on very 
extravagant terms, afiembled an army, and took 
6000 Morattoes into pay under the command of 
Morarow. This army confifted of 12,000 horfe, 
and 8000 foot, which encamped in November at 
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Carour, 50 miles from Trichinopoli, upon the 
banks of the Coleroon •, from whence 500 Morat- 
toes were detached under Innis Cawn to Trichino¬ 
poli in December; and another body of the fame 
troops were lent to Arcot under Bofinrow. The 
main army decamped at the beginning of the year, 
and was led by Nanderauze, who wrote to the Na¬ 
bob, defiring that a ftrong party of Europeans 
might be immediately fent to his affiftance, as he 
was utterly ignorant of the manner in which he 
ought to conduct himfelf againft white men who 
fought with mufketry and cannon. He was joined 
on the 2d of February by captain Dalton, with a 
detachment from Trichinopoli, by which he was 
conducted to that city, where he was aftonilhed at 
the martial appearance and regularity of the En- 
glifh troops, whom he treated with great politenefs 
and efteem. The Morattoes made war their pro- 
feffion ; yet they had neither art nor difcipline: they 
were only pillagers, and as fuch were formidable to 
the Moors, They rode hardy horfes, inured to fa¬ 
tigue, and chiefly fed with Handing corn. The 
common men had no cf aching but a turban on 
the hen and a fain round the waiic; and inftead 
of a fadule, they uied a kind of pad. Truly formi¬ 
dable with their fabres, they were fatal to troops 
that were once broke. But the Morattoes, who 
now joined the Engliih, under their chief Morarow, 
were only a body of mercenary horfe, or roving 
free-booters, that alternately took pay of the highefl: 
bidder. The junction of the Maifibreans deter¬ 
mined the king of Tanjore to declare for the Na¬ 
bob. The kingdom of Tanjore adjoins to Trichi¬ 
nopoli : its length from the weft to the fea is about 
roomiies; and its breadth along the fea-coalt is 
90 miles. This prince fent to Trichinopoli 3000 
horfe and 2000 foot, under the command of his 

H 2 general 
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general Monack-jee*. The Polygar Tondeman, 
whofe country lies between Tanjore and Madura, 
alfo fent 400 horfe, and 3000 Colleries. Thefe laft 
are a people almcft favage, who inhabit the woods 
between Trichinopoli and cape Comorin : their 
name, in their own language, fignifies thieves, and 
juftly defcribes their character; for they live on 
plunder, and are particularly remarkable for Sealing 
horfes. They creep along the woods with a fpear 
eighteen or twenty feet long, trailing on the ground, 
which they manage on occafion with great dexterity. 
They are troublcfome in the field, by giving fre¬ 
quent alarms, and in their woody country it is dan¬ 
gerous to attack them. Thus the force of Ma¬ 
homed Allee Cawn became iuddenly luperior to 
that of Chunda Saib •, for the troops of his allies, 
joined to his own, formed a body of 20,000 horfe, 
and 20,000 foot. 

The army of Chunda Saib had alfo been aug¬ 
mented to 15,000 horfe, and 20,000 foot, by the 
junction of 4000 Peons and Colleries belonging to 
Morawa, a polygar, whofe country lies to the iouth 
of Tanjore: as alfo by 3000 horfe commanded by 
Allum Cawn+, the governor of Madura, an ex- 
tenfive country, that lies between thofeof Trichino¬ 
poli and Tinevelly. Allum Cawn was a man of 
great intereft in the country, and a foldier of fortune, 
who had formerly been in the fervice of Chunda 
Saib, and afterwards in that of the king of Tanjore, 
whom he left, and came to Madura, where his re¬ 
putation as an excellent officer foon gained him in¬ 
fluence and refpebt, which he employed to corrupt 
the garrilon, and fucceeded fo well, that the troops 
created him governor, and confented to maintain 
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the city under his authority for Chunda Saib, whom 
he acknowledged as his fovereign. 

The regent of Maiflbre, and Morarow, endea¬ 
voured to prevail on captain Gingin to make a ge¬ 
neral attack upon the enemy with the whole army : 
but the Englifh captain knowing that thefe Indian 
troops were incapable of rendering any material 
fervice againft fortified ports defended by Europe¬ 
ans, and that his own battalion muft fuftain the 
principal attack, determined to wait until he was 
reinforced by major Lawrence and captain Clive, 
who arrived on the 26th of March, at Tiicatopoli*, 
a fort belonging to the king of Tanjore, within 
twenty miles of Trichinopoli; where they depofited 
a large part of their ftores. 

Both armies were equally concerned for the fate 
of the approaching reinforcement; and M. Dupleix 
fent repeated orders to M. Law, who commanded 
the French battalion, to interrupt them at all events; 
M. Law reinforced the garrifon at Coilady ; and 
major Lawrence, on the 27th, marched his troops 
along the high road, within point blank Ihot of that 
fort, from whence fix pieces of cannon fired upon 
them acrofs the Cavery. This fire occafioned fome 
confufion among the baggage, and was anlwered 
from four guns in the rear, lupported by 100 Eu¬ 
ropeans, commanded by captain Clive •, while the 
line marched on inclining to the left; which direc¬ 
tion foon preierved them from the enemy’s fire; 
but not before twenty Europeans were killed. 
They then halted, and were joined by the rear di- 
vifion •, after which they continued their march 
without farther interruption, and the fame evening 
halted within ten miles of Trichinopoli. Captain 
Gingin then detached 100 Europeans, and fifty 
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dragoons; who joined the reinforcement before 
morning. Captain Dalton was alfo fent from the 
city at day-break, with ins own company of gre¬ 
nadiers, and another of the battalion ; in all 200 
Europeans, 400 fepoys, and four field pieces: this 
detachment was to take poll at a rock called tjhe 
Sugar-loaf, about three miles fouth of the French 
rock, from whence they were to join the reinforce¬ 
ment, when it came in fight. 

Major Lawrence advanced towards Elimife- 
rum*, three miles fouth-eafi: of the French rock. 
Here was a fortified pagoda on the fummit of a 
rock, where the French had mounted cannon ; and 
between thefe two polls they had drawn up the 
main body of their army in order of battle, while 
the other troops were in a line, which extended 
from the French rock to the village of Chuckley-< 
pollam by the river-fide. However, the Englifh 
commanders eluded this difpofition to furround 
th sm : then they advanced ; and a cannonade enfued* 
which was the hotteft ever feen on the plains of In- 
doftanj for the French fired from twenty-two 
pieces of cannon, and the Englifh from nine. The 
French retreated in half an hour; and the Englifh 
artillery drew up : but Chunda Saib’s cavalry, ani¬ 
mated by the example of Allum Cawn, firmly fuf- 
tained the cannonade, till that gallant officer was 
killed. His head was taken off by a cannon-ball, 
as he was encouraging his troops to advance ; upon 
which they fled. Major Lawrence was unwilling 
to expofe his men to more fatigue under fuch a 
burning fun, and ordered the purluit to ceafe, when 
captain Clive had followed them fo clofe, as to force 
them into a great water courfe near the French 
rock, where they were on the point of being en- 
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filaded by a fire that would have made great havoc 
among them. Seven, Englifh foldiers were ftruck 
dead by the heat, and fourteen were killed or 
wounded. The French had forty men killed or 
wounded ; and more than 300 of Chunda Saib’s 
troops, with an elephant, and 285 horfes, were 
found dead on the plain. The Morattoes never 
attacked the enemy, which deterred the other In¬ 
dian troops in the fervice of the Nabob from im¬ 
proving the fuccefs of this day ; for they remained 
idle fpe&ators at a diftance, nor could be induced 
to make a fingle charge, not even to interrupt the 
retreat. 

Major Lawrence renewed his march, and arrived 
that night at Trichinopoli, where he took the com¬ 
mand of the whole united army ; which was com- 
pofed of 1200 Europeans andTopaffes in battalion, 
with 1200 fepoys in Englifh pay, and the Nabob’s 
troops, with thofe of his allies who were all con- 
fulted by the major, to fettle the plan of operations 
for the campaign. They concurred in opinion, that 
a general attack fhould be immediately made upon 
the enemy’s camp; or, if they retreated to the 
ifland, to cut off their communication with the 
country: but when the time was to be fixed, the 
major found both Moors and Indians fo fuperfti- 
tioufiy devoted to fortunate and unfortunate days, 
that many would be apparently loft before they 
could agree in the notion of a favorable hour, with¬ 
out which none of them thought it fafe to venture 
an engagement. 

The enemy avoided any attack, by returning to 
the ifland, where their army amounted to 600 Eu¬ 
ropeans, Topaffes, and Caffres; 1800 fepoys in 
French pay ; and the troops of Chunda Saib, with 
thofe of his confederates. M. Law took up his 
head-quarters in the pagoda of Jumbakiftna: lome 
of Chunda Saib’s troops re-entered the pagoda of 
H 4 Sering- 
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Seringham, others encamped under the northern 
wall, and the reft extended farther eaftward along the 
bank of the Coleroon. 

Major Lawrence endeavoured to cut off their 
fupplies ; and. prom ding himfeJf great Excels from 
the aftivry and vigilance of captain Clive, he de¬ 
tach d him ,;ich 400 of the beft Europeans, 1200 
fepoys, and 4OC0 horie, with eight pieces of can¬ 
non, to take poft on the other fide of the ifland, 
which he happily efft-fted on the 7th of April, and 
ftormed La!g> ody *, a mud-fort, where the enemy 
had a large magazine of grain, fufneient to main¬ 
tain ten thousand men for two months. 

At the fame time, captain Dalton was fent with 
his company of grenadiers, fome Morattoes and fe- 
poys, to actack Elimiferum. They had two pieces 
of cannon, and a mortar i which took up too much 
time in conveying through broken roads: how¬ 
ever, the enemy fuirendered, when they found they 
were to be bombarded. The Enghfh had five Eu¬ 
ropeans, and ten fepoys wounded ; but they took 
fifteen Europeans, thirty fepoys, and two pieces of 
cannon, one of which was a fine eighteen pounder. 
The fmaller piece was left v/ith fome fepoys togarri- 
fon this poft; and the reft returned to Trichinopoli 
with the large gun, which was prelented to the 
Nabob, as the firft trophy that been taken during 
the campaign. 

The new activity which began to appear in the 
Englifh battalion, induced Morarow to relinquilh 
his correfponder.ee with Chunda Saib, and im~ 
p re fifed the enemy with terrors equal to thofe which 
they had formerly created in their opponents. There 
leaned to be no judgment in their councils, nor 
fpirit in their actions : they were afraid to fight, and 
afhamed to retreat. 
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It was neceffary for the Nabob to reduce the 
pods of which the enemy were in poffeffion to the 
north of Coleroon •, and to intercept the reinforce¬ 
ments which might be fent from Pondicherry 
through the (freights of Utatoor: therefore it was 
determined, that captain Clive fhould chufe fuch a 
central fituation between the (freights of Utatoor* 
and the Coleroon, as would belt anfwer all thefe in¬ 
tentions •, and particularly, that his divifion fhould 
not be out of the reach of a forced march from 
Trichinopoli, left the whole of the enemy’s force 
fhould fall upon him before major Lawrence could 
move to his affiltance. 

Captain Clive proceeded feven miles to the 
north of the Coleroon, and took pofleffion of the 
village of Samiavaram, about ten miles from Sering- 
ham, and on the high road to Pondicherry, through 
which the enemy’s convoys muft pais. In the vil¬ 
lage were two pagodas, about a quarter of a mile 
diftant from each other, one on each fide of the 
high road leading to Utatoor, which was fifteen 
miles from Samiavaram. Thefe pagodas were al¬ 
lotted for the quarters of the Europeans and fepoysj 
but the Morattoes and Tanjorines encamped with¬ 
out. Ravelins were immediately flung up before 
the gates, and a redoubt was conftrucfed to com¬ 
mand the road to the north and fouth. 

When M. Dupleix was informed of this fituation 
of affairs, he lent M. d’Auteuil to fuperiede M. 
Law in the command. He took with him a rein¬ 
forcement from Pondicherry, confiding of i 20 Eu¬ 
ropeans, 500 fepoys, and (our field pieces, with a 
large convoy of provifions and (tores. They arrived 
at Utatoor on the 14th, and captain Clive marched 
the fame night with the greateft part of his force to 


* OrOutatoorj fometimes called Pallikonda. 


inter- 




j<& A VOYAGE TO 

intercept him. M. Law was apprized of this march, 
arid detached 80 Europeans, with 700 fepoys, to 
attack the pagodas in the abfence of captain Ciive, 
who at the fame time was returning from Utatoor, 
■where M. d’Auteuil received advice of his approach, 
and regained the fort. 

Captain Clive arrived at Samiavaram about ele¬ 
ven at night, when his men, fatigued with fo long a 
march, went to reft in the camp, and he retired to 
his palankeen in an adjacent choultry. The French 
party arrived near the camp at midnight, and were 
challenged by the advanced guard of Englilh fepoys, 
who were deceived, and ient one of their body to 
condudt the enemy to the head-quarters. Among 
the French party were forty Englilh deferters, whole 
officer was an Irifnman, and told the fepoys, when 
they challenged, that he was fent by major Law¬ 
rence to reinforce captain Clive. They continued 
their march through a part of the Morattoe camp, 
without interruption, till they came to the lefier 
pagoda, where they were challenged by the centi- 
nels, and by others polled in the choultry in which 
captain Clive lay afleep. They returned the chal¬ 
lenge by a volley into each place, attacked the pa¬ 
goda about four in the morning, diflodged the Eng- 
lilh, and put all they met to the fword. Captain 
Clive darting out of his deep, and alarmed at the 
firing, ran immediately towards it; by which means 
he joined the French fepoys, who were firing at 
random, and pulhing into the pagoda : imagining 
them his own troops, who endeavored to fcreen 
themfelves from an attack, he began to reprimand 
them in the country language, angrily demanding 
what they were firing at. The fepoys, in this time of 
darknefs and confufion, paid little regard to him, till 
one of their officers fufpecting him to be an Englilh- 
man, drew his fword, and cut at him ; which he 
parried, by advancing forward, and receiving the 

blow 
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{>iow from near the hilt: but another officer of the 
Englifh fepoys, accidently coming to his affiftance, 
cut the French fepoy down, and difengaged captain 
Clive; who, perceiving his miftake, and fortu¬ 
nately efcaping, went and joined his own troops, 
then under arms. Conceiving that the enemy 
would not have attempted fo defperate an enter- 
prize without fupporting it by their whole army, 
he refolved to ftorm the pagoda before the troops 
v/ho were in it could receive any affiftance. The 
entrance of the gateway would admit only two men 
3-breaft ; but the Englifh foldiers made the attack 
with great refolution. The deferters within fought 
defperately, and killed the officer who attempted 
the ftorm and fifteen men; upon which the attack 
was fufpended until day-break, when the com¬ 
manding officer of the French made a fally, but 
was killed with twelve of his men. The reft ran 
back into the pagoda, where captain Clive advan¬ 
ced to parley with them, leaning on the fhoulders 
of two ferjeants, as he was weak with the lofs of 
blood. The Irilh officer prefented himfelf with 
great infolence, and fired his piece at the captain, 
whom the ball milled, but killed one of the ler- 
jeants. The French difavowed fuch an aft, which 
might exclude them from any pretenfions to quarter, 
2nd feeing the Englifh cannon approach, they im¬ 
mediately furrendered at diferetion, to the number 
of 66 Europeans. The French fepoys without had 
difeovered the danger of their fituation before the 
pagoda was attacked, and marched quietly off out 
of reach of the Europeans : but they were purfued 
by the Morattoes, who came up with them on the 
open plain before they could gain the bank of the 
Coleroon, and inhumanly cut them all to pieces, fo 
that not a fingle man out of 700 efcaped alive. A 
bloody carnage! in which cruel exploits the Morat- 

toeS 



io$ A VOYAGE TO 

toes chiefly dirtinguifh themfelves: The Englifh 
had only nine men killed and wounded. 

Fitch and a* and Utatoor were now the only 
ports which the enemy held to the north of the 
Coleroon : but they (till pofitffed Coilady, and 
thereby commanded the eaftern extremity of the 
irtand. Major Lawrence detached the Tanjorines, 
under Monackjee, to attack Coilady, which he 
took on the 26th of April, whereby the enemy 
were deprived of their laid magazine of provifions, 
and became every day more and more diftreffed; 
while M. d’Auteuil remained at Utatoor for a pro¬ 
per opportunity to arrive at Seringham. 

Major Lawrence fent captain Dalton, with a 
party from his own divifion to attack M. d’Auteuil. 
It was compofed of 150 Europeans, 400 fepoys, 
and 500 Morattoes, with four field pieces. They 
marched from Trichinopoli on the 9th of May, 
halted at Samiavaram, and arrived the next evening 
within two miles of Utatoor. A fkirmilh enfued ; 
but the French were repulfed, and retreated to Vol- 
conda with fuch precipitation, that they left a great 
quantity of military llores behind in the fort, of 
which the Englifh took poflefTion. 

Captain Dalton remained only two days at Uta¬ 
toor, and then marched to join captain Clive, who 
was preparing to attack Pitchar.da, and on the 14th 
moved the greateft part of his army down to the 
Coleroon. Along the northern bank of this river, 
from Pitchanda to the ground oppofite the great 
pagoda of Seringham, was a large mound of earth 
fifty feet broad at the top, thrown up by the coun¬ 
try people to refill the current of the river, which 
in this part fets ftrongly from the oppofite fhore 
whenever the waters rife. The enemy’s camp on 
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the illand lay oppofite to this mound, and within 
cannon-fliot; it was therefore determined to employ 
the artillery againft them, until the battery againft 
Pitchanda could be finifhed. On the 15th, at fun- 
rife, fix pieces of cannon began to fire upon the 
camp from embrafures cut through the top of the. 
mound, which Iheltered them from the guns of 
Pitchanda. The camp was foon in the utmoit con- 
fufion, and abandoned in two hours. The garri- 
fon of Pitchanda made an unfucceisful attempt to 
interrupt the cannonade •, and the next morning the 
fort was fo vigoroufiy attacked, that the ganiforr 
beat the chamade, to furrender priioners of war : 
but the Englifn fepoys miftook this fignal for a de¬ 
fiance, and fired a volley which killed feveral men, 
and ftruck fuch a terror, that fifteen Frenchmen 
jumped over the walls into the river, where they 
were drowned. The reft, being 60 Europeans and 
200 fepoys, furrendered to the Eng'ifii, and were 
fent to the Nabob at Trichinopoli. 

By the reduction of this fort, the communication 
of the enemy was cutoff" from the other fide the 
Coleroon, and their Indian camp v.as again ex poled 
to a cannonade ; which terrified the allies of Chanda 
Saib, who had the mortification to fie rnoft of them 
revolt, and join the Nabob, or return into their 
own territories. There remained with Chunda 
Saib no more than 2000 horie, and 3000 foot, who 
took fnelter in the pagoda of Seringham : wh'le 
the French battalion, with 2000 fepoys, fiiut them- 
felves up in Jumbakiftna, which they preferred to 
the other pagoda, becauie its outward wall was in a 
better condition, and its fmalier extent more pro¬ 
portioned to the number of their troops. 

Major Lawrence fent for a train of battering 
cannon from Devi Cotah •, and, on the 18th of 
May, palled the Cavery to the bland, where he en¬ 
camped oppofite Jumbakiftna. On the 27th, cap¬ 
tain 
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tain Clive was detached with 100 Europeans, lood 
fepoys, and fix field pieces, to make another at¬ 
tempt upon the French at Volconda. The next 
day they arrived at Utatoor, and the French ad¬ 
vanced within feven miles of it, but were then inti-* 
miaated, and returned to Volconda, where they 
•were brifkly purfued by the Morattoes and fepoys. 
The governor of the fort refufed to give any pro¬ 
tection to the French, who were obliged to fur- 
render upon terms that were foon fettled between 
captain Clive and M. d’Auteuil. It was agreed, 
that the deferters ffiould be pardoned ; that the 
French commifiioned officers Qiould not ferve againft 
the Nabob for twelve months, and the private men 
remain prifoners of war at his difcretion. The whole 
party confided of ioo Europeans, of whom thirty- 
five were Englifh deferters, 400 llpoys, and 300 
horfe. Captain Clive alfo took three pieces of 
cannon, 3000 mufkets, and 800 barrels of gun¬ 
powder, befides 50,000 rupees ; though the whole 
booty made by his troops amounted to 10,0001. 
fterling at leaft. The horfemen and fepoys were 
difarmed and fet at liberty as ufual and captain 
Clive returned to his camp with the other prifoners. 

In this fituation, Chunda Saib was difpirited, and 
threw himfelf under the protedlion of Monackjee, 
which coft him his life. He might have efcaped 
to Pondicherry, but dreaded M, Dupleix. M. Law 
fuggefted to him the neceffity of attempting to 
make his efcape, by bribing fome chief of the con¬ 
federate army to permit him to pafs through his 
quarters. The application was made to the Tan* 
jorine general, who received the overture, and car j 
ried on the correfpondence with fo much addrefs as 
induced Chunda Saib and M. Law to think they 
had gained him over to their intereft. A large fum 
of money was paid to him, and much more pro- 
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ffiifed, with every other advantage he thought pro¬ 
per to ftipulate. 

On the 31ft of May, the battering cannon ar¬ 
rived from Devi Cotah, and M. Lawwas fummoned 
to furrender at difcretion •, while Monackjee sdvifed 
Chunda Saib to come over to him that very night. 
He took an oath, the mod facred of all to an In¬ 
dian foldier, on his labre 2nd poniard, wifhing they 
might be turned to his own deftrubtion if he failed 
in his engagements, which were to fend Chunda Saib 
with an elcorc to Karicai: but when the unfortu¬ 
nate prince put himfelf into the power of the Tan- 
jorine, he was fettered and confined as a prifoner, 
till his fate was determined by the Nabob. 

The next day, the Nabob, the MaifTore and 
Morattoe generals, Monackjee, and major Lawrence 
affembled, and debated how to difpofe of Chunda 
Saib. They were or different opinions, and the 
major propofed, that the Englifh fhould have the 
care of him ; which was by no means approved-, 
and they parted, without coming to any reiolution: 
but Monackjee put an end to the difpute, by order¬ 
ing the head of his prifoner to be ftruck off on the 
3d of June. The executioner of this deed was a 
Patan, who found the unhappy victim an aged 
man, ftretched on the ground, where he ftabbed 
him to the heart, and atccrwards cut off his head ; 
which was immediately lent to the Nabob, who 
then for the hr'.t time law the face of his rival. Af¬ 
ter he had gratified his courtiers with a fight of it, 
they tied che head to the neck of a camel ; in which 
manner it was carried five times round the wails of 
Trichinopoli ; attended by 100,000 fpedators, who 
infulted it with all the indecent invebtives peculiar 
to the cuitoms of their country. The military abi¬ 
lities of Chunda Saib wei e much greater than arecom- 
monly found in the generals of Indotfan : and in his 
private character, he was generally acknowledged to 

have 
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have been a brave, humane, generous, and bene¬ 
volent man, eipecially as princes go in Indoftan. 
The many examples of a fimilar fate, which are 
perpetually produced by the contelxs of ambition in 
this unfettled empire, have eftabliffied a proverb, 
“ that fortune is a throne and therefore he who 
falls in fuch contentions is only accounted unfor¬ 
tunate, without having the odium of rebellion or 
treachery charged on his memory, unlefs heoppofes 
the Great Mogul, who is efteemed as the fovereign 
of all. 

M. Dupleix, in his memoirs, falfely afferts, that 
major Lawrence himfelf ordered the death of 
Chunda Saib, nctwithftanding that calumny had 
been clearly refuted before. 

When M. Law faw the fate of his ally, and 
heard of the defeat of his countrymen at Volconda, 
he thought of furrendering, and defired the media¬ 
tion of the Euglilh with the Nabob. Major Law¬ 
rence held a perfonal conference with M. Law, who 
defired that the Lnglilh would facilitate the retreat 
of his army into the French fettlements: but ma¬ 
jor Lawrence anfwered, that the Englilh were in 
clofe alliance with the Nabob ; in juilification of 
whofe conduct he produced a letter, wherein M. 
Ducleix declared, he would never ceafe to purfue 
Mahomed Allee, while a fingle Frenchman re¬ 
mained in the Mogul empire. 

The French in Seringham had only rice enough 
for two days; and as there was no poffibility of re¬ 
lief, or holding out any time, M. Law accepted 
the terms prefcribed by the Nabob •, whereby “ the 
pagodas were to be delivered to him, with all the 
guns, ftores, and ammunition : the Europeans, 
Topaflfes, and Caffres, were to be prifoners of war; 
the officers to give their parole not to ferve againft 
Mahomed Allee Cawn, or his allies •, and the de- 
ferters to be pardoned.” Thele articles were figned 

by 
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by M. Law on the 3d of June ; and the next morn* 
ing the Englilh took poflcffion of both the pagodas. 
In that of Jumbakiftna, the French troops flung 
down their arms in a heap, and iurrendered pri- 
foners to captain Dalton, who marched into the 
fort with 250 chofen men. The pril'oners confided 
of 35 com million officers, 725 battalion men bear¬ 
ing arms, fixry fick and wounded in the hofpital, 
and 2000 fepoys : their artillery were four thirteen 
inch mortars, eight cohorns, two petards, and 31 
pieces of cannon, of which eleven were for batter¬ 
ing, moftiy eighteen pounders, and the reft field 
pieces: they had alfo a great quantity of ammuni¬ 
tion ftores, and carriages of all forts in very good 
condition. The horfe and foot who had taken re¬ 
fuge in the large pagoda received the Nabob’s 
Cowle, or protection, and were permitted to pafs 
away without moleftacion; after which they fepa- 
rated and difperfed. 

Four hundred of the French prifoners were 
efcorted to Sc. David ; and the reft, together with 
the artillery and ftores, were condu<ft"d into Trichi- 
nopoli, to complete the triumph of Mahomed Allee 
Cawn, who thus found a formidable army reduced 
without a battle, and himfelf reinftated in the Na- 
bobfhip of the Carnatic. Although nominal lord 
of a country extending from the river Pennar to 
cape Comorin, he really had poffefled no more of 
this great dominion, than the ground inclofed by the 
walls of Trichinopoli, where he had been clofely 
befieged by a fuperior enemy. 

The French afted as allies to the rebels, who 
almoft deftroyed the country : but the Englith af- 
fufted the lawful prince, appointed by the Mogul, 
who was fo fenfible of his obligation to them, that 
major Lawrence, in his letter ot the 12th of June, 
faid, “ he had great hopes the Fnghfii c >mpany 
would be able to carry on their trade in India to 
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more advantage than any other European nation.” 
In (horr, the whole bufinefs • i this war was effectu¬ 
ated in a few Leges and foir.e rrrmifnes, in feveral 
of which, not a man of the Engiifh was loft: fo 
that, in reducing the countrv to the obedience of 
the i'vabob, and making near T -ccc Europeans 
pnlunrrs.. the Engith had nor 50 tr.cn killed. 

Bex fignai a- chefe fuo~ (ffs had b r •=■-.. fo far 
were the-' t..»m reftoring trai.quilitv t ■ th C.oatic, 
that in r.e 7 ery principle^ which produced them, 
were inter tux-d the ieeds of another more dange¬ 
rous and obiiinate war. 


CHAP. V. 

2 “he French eftailijh Salabatzing as Soubahdar of 
A&^Deckan at Aurengabad : andM. Dupleix 
■proclaims Raja Saib Nabob of Arcot. —-The dif- 
pute between Mahomed Allee Cawn and Nan- 
derauze, who encamps near T richinopoli, from 
whence major Lawrence and the Nabob march to 
Arcot. They make the governor of Volconda 
pay allegiance to the Nabob and take Trivadx. 
Major Lawrence refigns the command to captain 
Gingin, and returns to Madrass— Major Ki- 
neer attacks the French army at Vickravandj, 
and is *• epulfed . Both armies encamp near Fort St. 
David. Alajor Lawrence defeats M de Ker- 
jean at Bahoor : and the Engiifh return to Tri- 
vadi. Captain Clive takes the Fcrt of Cobelong 
andCm-xGLc. ezT, and returns to England. Ma- 
jo ■ r aw re nee compels the governor oj Vandewash I 
to jit omit to the Nabob. —Nanderauze attempts to '■' 
take I richinopoli from captain Dalton, who at - \ 

tacks and plunders the Maissorean camp at Se- 
ring ham, where the Englifa are unfuccejsful, and 

the 
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the Maifioreans cut off all fapplies from the city .— 
Salabatzing /wyiw his brother Gazi Odin Cawn 
at Aurengabad: and M. Dupleix deferts the in- 
tereft of Rajah Saib. 

E VERY thing was thus happily finifhed to 
the fouthward, and nothing remained to be 
done, but to fettle the Nabob Mahommed Allee 
Cawn in quiet pofilfirn of his territories to the 
northward, where the French retained Gingee and 
fome other places. M. Dupleix was not eafily de¬ 
jected : his pride fupported him, and his mind was 
full of refources. 

He had eltablifhed Salabatzing as Soubahdar of 
the Deckan, and the troops whom he fent on that 
expedition acquired immenfe riches for their fer- 
rices. In their March from Cudapah they came 
to Canoul, the capital of that Nabob who killed 
Muzapherzing, and they determined to punilh the 
inhabitants for the treachery of their governor. 
The place was defended by four thoufand Patans, 
who were foon put to flight, and retired into the 
caftle, which was ftormed by the French troops led 
by M. de Kerjean, a nephew of M. Dupleix •, who 
foon took the place, and the army of Salabatzing af- 
fifted in putting all the garrifon to the lword. Ma¬ 
ny of the inhabitants were alfo maflacred ; and the 
wife of the late Nabob, with her two Ions, were 
made prifoners, in March 1751. M. Buffy then 
prevailed on Salabatzing to fettle the governments 
of Adoni, Cudapah, and Canoul on Sadoudin 
Cawn, the infant fon of Muzapheizing •, which 
fovereignty is faid to have produced the young prince 
the annual revenue of near 1,000,0001. fierling. 
This was done politicly by the French, to raife an 
opinion of their juftice, as well as of their power, 
through the countries in which they were attempting 
to eftablifh themfelves, where no European force 
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had ever appeared before. The army then croffed 
the Kriftna, and were joined by 25.CC0 Morattoes, 
commanded by Ba'azarow, rhe principal general of 
the Nandi, cr king of all the Morartoe nations; 
after which, Salabatzing made his public entry into 
the city cr Golconda on the 2d of April, and was 
in veiled with ail the authority of Soubnhdar, on the 
muihud, or throne, without oppofidon. I le amply 
rewarded the French, from their principal comman- 
der to the common loldier: M. Bo fly had a prefent 
of ioo,oco 1. fteriing; the other officers received 
proportional gi acuities, and every e.nfign received 
50,coo rupees, or 6250 1 . fteriing. The monthly 
pay of a captain was fettled at iooo rupees, or 
125 1 fteriing; and that of a common loldier at 
fixty rupees, or 9I. lttiling The policy of M. 
Dupleix, in taking poifeffion rf Malulipatnam, 
-was now appaicut, by rhe facility of fending fup- 
plies from that port to Golconda. The Soubahdar 
found many perfens dilaifecled to his govern¬ 
ment. He was defcribcd as a weak and infatuated 
prince, that had dishonoured the Mogul govern¬ 
ment, by fubje-cting hinifeif and his authority to the 
arbitrary will of a tew ir ridels, who gtaided at un¬ 
limited power, under pretence of affuinng their al¬ 
lies : but Salabatzing acted the old pompous cere¬ 
mony of receiving letrers-patent from the Great 
Mogul, whereby he was appointed viceroy of all 
the countries which had been under the jurifchdfion 
of his father Nizam Ai Muiuck. He then p.oceed- 
ed to Aurtng.1b.1d, where he arrived on the 18th of 
June in a very magnificent manner, and was joy¬ 
fully received by ihe populace, who were impa¬ 
tient to lee a Soubahdar of the Deckan attain mak- 
ing ins residence in Uieir cuy, which had been de¬ 
prived f f that advantage from the time that his fa¬ 
ther died. Balazarow was diiutisfied, and ravaged 

the 
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the adjacent countries at the head of 40,000 caval¬ 
ry : they were oppofed by the French, who repulfed 
them in feveral onfets. Battles and negotiations 
fucceeded alternately during the other part of the 
year, and until the end of May 1752, without pro¬ 
ducing either a decifive victory, or a definitive treaty. 

These fervices gave M. Bully l'upreme influence 
over Salabatzing, from whom he obtained a com- 
miffion, appointing M. Dupleix Nabob of the Car¬ 
natic; which was lent to Pondicherry with feveral 
other pompous patents, and the Soubahdar pro- 
mifed they fheuld ibon be followed by an ambafia- 
dor from the Great Mogul. 

M. Dupleix pubhlhed all thefe as authoritative 
mandates to awe the Carnatic, diminifh the charac¬ 
ter of the Lnglifh, and terrify the Nabob. He 
colleded new troops at Pondicherry ; and proclaim¬ 
ed Raja Saib, fon of Chunda Saib, Nabob of Ar- 
cot; while he pretended, that he himfeif was ap¬ 
pointed governor of all the country from the river 
Kriftna to the fea ; which was an abfolute forgery. 

The injultice of his caufe never dilturbed him ; 
and, in confequence of his pretended appointment, 
he kept his durbar or court, fat on a lofa, and re¬ 
ceived prefents from his council, as well as the na¬ 
tives, in all the fpiendor and dignity of an oriental 
prince. 

He expedted a very large company’s fhip, called 
le Prince, with M. de la Touche and 700 men : 
but this fhip was burnt in her paflage to India, and 
fcarce a man laved: however, the fhips lately 
arrived from France brought a large reinforcement 
of troops, to which M. Dupleix added moft of the 
Tailors from the company’s fhips, and lent Lafcars 
on board to fupply their room in the navigation to 
China. 

Major Lawrence received intelligence at Trichi- 
nopoli of what was tranfadting at Pondicherry ; and 
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was farther informed, that the governor of Madrafs 
was preparing to attack Gingee, which was well fup- 
piied with all mannerof ftores, and garrifoned by 150 
Europeans, befides a great number of fepoys and 
blacks. The major reprefented to the Nabob, the ne- 
cefiity of his immediate march at the head of the con¬ 
federate army into the Carnatic, where the reputation 
of their late fucceffes would contribute greatly to re¬ 
duce fuch fortreffes as were in the interelt of Chunda 
Saib, and facilitate the eftablifhment of his autho¬ 
rity over the province, from which he had received 
neither affitlance nor revenues. The Nabob con- 
fented to the plan ; yet was unwilling to put it into 
execution ; for he had fecretly promifed to deliver 
tip Trichinopoli to the Maiflforean general, who re- 
fufed to march until that promife was performed. 
The Nabob prevaricated, and faid that “ Trichino¬ 
poli was the Great Mogul’s, to whom he was only 
a viceroy, appointed to govern it during the p!ea- 
fure of that imperial fovereign ; and that the refign- 
ing of it to an Indoftan king would involve both 
himfelf and the Englifh in continual wars with the 
whole Mogul Empire.” The Morattoe general 
afked the Nabob, “ how he could anfwer to the 
Great Mogul, if he gave up fo confiderable a part 
of his dominion to fuch an infignificant people?” 
But the Maifforean threatened to attack the Nabob 
if he marched out of the city to join the Englifh ; 
whofe appearance produced an accommodation; and 
it was agreed, “ that the Nabob fhould grant the 
revenues of the Seringham diftridt to the Maiflo- 
rean.” On thefe conditions he agreed to afiift the 
Nabob with all his force in the reduction of Arcot: 
but neither fide gave any credit to the other; and 
both expedted advantages by gaining time. 

The Nabob made preparations to fet out for 
Arcot with what troops continued under his com¬ 
mand, which were now reduced to a fmall number; 

for 
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for the Tanjorines, and Polygar’s troops, were re¬ 
turned to their refpe&ive countries •, while the Maif- 
foreans, and their fubfidiary Moractoes, remained in 
their encampment to the weft of the city, which 
was thereby endangered fo that captain Dalton 
was left there with a garrifon of 200 Europeans, 
1 500 fepoys, and 2000 Peons, who were instructed 
to take every precaution that might prevent a fur- 
prize. 

The Englifh battalion, now reduced to 500 men, 
together with 2500 fepoys, and accompanied by 
the Nabob at the head of 2000 horfe, began their 
march from Trichinopoii, under the command of 
major Lawrence, on the 28th of June, and halted 
at Volconda for fome days, till the governor took, 
an oath of allegiance to the Nabob, who then de¬ 
tached his brother Abdullwahab Cawn with 1000 
horfe to Arcot. The reft of the army proceeded to 
Trivadi, where they arrived on the 6th of July, 
and found a garrifon of French fepoys in the pagoda, 
who furrendered on the firft fummons. The troops 
then encamped in that neighbourhood, where ma¬ 
jor Lawrence left the command to captain Gingin, 
and went to Fort Sc. David, from whence he pro¬ 
ceeded to Madrafs, where the feat of prefidency had 
lately been renewed. 

The Nabob found that little regard was paid to 
his authority in the province of Arcot, and he re- 
quefted of the Englifh prefidency to affift him in 
the reduction of Gingee •, which they readily under¬ 
took, though major Lawrence difluaded them from 
the attempt. Acccordingly major Kinec. an 
officer lately arrived from Europe, was detached 
from the camp at Trivadi, with 200 Europeans, 
1500 fepoys, and 600 horfe, on this expedition. 
They marched on the 23d of July ; the next day 
they obliged the fort of Villaparam to lurrender ; 
and arrived at Gingee on the 26th. M. Dupleix 
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no fooner heard that the Englilh had paffed the 
mountains, than he detached 300 Europeans, and 
1500 fepoys, to relieve the place; upon which, 
major Kineer left it, to meet the French, who took 
poflefiion of Vickravandi *, a town fituated in the 
high road. The Englilh were reinforced from the 
camp by the reft of the Nabob’s cavalry, and too 
Europeans. Major Kineer marched, on the 26th, 
to engage the enemy, who were polled in a ftrong 
fituation. The greateft part of the town was en¬ 
circled by a rivulet, which ferved as a ditch, and 
was defended by a parapet, formed of the ruins of 
old houfes. The Englilh marched directly to the 
attack with the lire of their mufketry only ; which 
the enemy returned both from their mufketry and 
field pieces. The Englilh fepoys fled : major Ki¬ 
neer was difabled by a wound in the leg; forty of 
his officers and men were killed or wounded ; and 
the reft retreated to Trivadi, from whence the army 
marched. The French received little lofs: but the 
Englilh battalion Filtered more difgrace in this 
a&ion, than in any other that had happened during 
the war; which i'o much aftefted major Kineer, 
that though he recovered of his wound, his vexa¬ 
tion threw him into a fever and a flux, which foon 
carried him off. 

The French took and demolilhed the fort of 
Villaparam, and were joined by all the force they 
could bring into the field ; the whole amounting to 
450 Europeans, 1500 fepoys, and 500 Moorilh 
horfe. This army advanced and encamped clofe to 
the bounds north of Fort St. David ; upon which 
the Englifh and the Nabob’s troops quitted Trivadi, 
and encamped at Chimundelum, a redoubt in the 
bound-hedge, three miles weftward of the fort. 


* Or Vickaravandy. 
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Here they remained fome days inactive, expedting 
a reinforcement from Madrafs. A company of 100 
Swifs, under captain Schaub, were fent from thence 
in the common and flighted boats of the country, 
called mafloolas, and ordered to proceed to Fort 
St. David by fea; for it was not imagined, that the 
French would dare to violate the Bntifh colors on 
this element: but the boats were intercepted by a 
French fliip, and all the men were taken as prifoners 
of war to Pondicherry. This was an adtion againd 
the law of nations, and an open violation of the 
peace then fubfiding between them and the French ; 
facred there, as well as in Europe, though they 
were allies in different caufes. However, M. Du- 
pleix indited, that the capture was as jultifiable as 
that made of his own troops at Seringham. 

On this occafion, major Lawrence embarked 
from Madrafs, with another company of Swifs, on 
board one of the Englifh fhips ; he arrived iafe at 
Fort St. David on the 16th of Augult, and took 
the command of the army. The French were then 
commanded by M. de Kerjean, who was returned 
from Golconda: but when he heard that major 
Lawrence was arrived, he decamped fuddeniy in 
the night, and retreated to Bahoor*, four miles 
from Fort St. David. He then fell back to Villa- 
nour, and was purfued by the Englifh troops, who 
attacked the French advanced poll, within three 
miles of Pondicherry, and obliged their whole army 
to take protedlion under the walls of the town. 
The Englifh commander could not force them to 
an addon, and had recourfe to a ftratagem, to draw 
them from their ftrong fituation. He feemed 
afraid of the French, and precip'tately returned to 
Bahoor. Tiie ftratagem fucceeded, and M. Du- 
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pleix peremptorily ordered his nephew to follow 
the enemy. He obeyed, and encamped within two 
miles of them on the 25th, when major Lawrence 
made the neceffary difpofitions for giving him an 
immediate attack. 

The Englifh army confided of 400 Europeans, 
1700 fepoys, and 4000 of the Nabob’s troops, 
with nine pieces of cannon. The French army was 
compofed of 450 Europeans, 1500 fepoys, and 
2000 horfe. The Englifh troops began to march 
at three the next morning, and the attack began 
a little before the dawn of day. Their fepoys 
formed the firit line, and the battalion the fecond; 
the artillery were divided on the flanks and the 
Nabob’s cavalry were ftationed to the right, on the 
other fide of a high bank, which ran from the Eng- 
lifh to the Enemy’s camp. The fepoys engaged on 
both fides till day-light, when the French battalion 
were difcovered drawn up •, their right defended by 
a bank, and their left by a large pond. The Eng¬ 
lifh received a brifk fire from the French cannon ; 
and the fmall arms foon began. The Englifh ad¬ 
vanced firing; and the French flood their ground 
until the bayonets met. This terrible crifis of mo¬ 
dern war is generally determined in a minute, and 
few examples of it occur. The company of Eng¬ 
lifh grenadiers broke the French centre with two 
platoons; on which their whole line gave way, 
threw down their arms, and fled. The Nabob’s 
cavalry plundered the camp, inftead of purfuing 
the fugitives. M. Kerjean, 13 officers, and 96 
private men, were made prifoners •, and many more 
were killed or wounded : all their artillery, ammu¬ 
nition and ftores were taken by the Englifh, who 
had four officers, and 78 private men killed and 
wounded. 

The remainder of the French fled to Pondi¬ 
cherry ; and M. Dupleix was obliged to wait the 
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arrival of further reinforcements before he attempted 
any thing more in the field. However, he was 
bufy in the cabinet, and inftigated the Maifforean 
general to create new troubles at Tnchinopoli ■, for 
which purpofe, InnisCawn was detached with 3000 
Morattoes from Seringham in the middle of Auguft, 
with intlrudions to infped the Nabob’s camp, and 
afterwards to join the French : but their defeat at 
Bahoor altered the whole plan, and the Morattoe 
took an oath of fidelity to the Nabob. When this 
was done, major Lawrence formed a camp at Tri- 
vadi, and prepared to employ the remainder of the 
feafon, before the rains began, in reducing the 
country between Pondicherry and the river Paliar. 
At the fame time, the Nabob requefted of the pre- 
fidency at Madrafs to fend a force to attack Ching- 
lapet and Cobelong, two rtrong forts, fituated to 
the north of that river, which kept in iubjection a 
confiderable trad of country, and from whence de¬ 
tachments frequently plundered the territory belong¬ 
ing to himfelf and the company. 

The monfoon was coming on, a feafon of heavy 
rain and (forms, which begin about September, 
and generally continue to December. Captain Clive 
therefore undertook this enterprize to ferve the Na¬ 
bob, and marched fiom Madrafs with 200 Euro¬ 
pean recruits and 500 fepoys newly railed. With 
thefe troops, a n d lour large pieces of battering can¬ 
non, he marched on the 10th of September againfi: 
Cobelong % twenty five miles fouth of Madrafs, 
and within mufket-fhot of the fea. The fort had 
n<> ditch, but was furrounded by a ltrong wall, 
flanked by round towtrs, on v\hich were mounted 
thirty guns; and it was garriloned by fifty French 
and 300 fepoys The F.nglifh troops arrived in the 
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evening within two miles of the fort, and a detach¬ 
ment advanced to a garden within 600 yards of it, 
under the command of lieutenant Cooper, who was 
killed by a mufket-lhot: but the garrifon furren- 
dered at difcretion on the 13th; and befides the 
cannon mounted on the walls, there were found 
fifty other pieces of the largeft calibres, which 
proved to be part of the artillery that the company 
had loft at Madrafs, when taken by M. de la Bour- 
donnais in 1746. 

The next morning a detachment arrived from 
Chinglapet, which was intended to furprize the 
Englilh camp: but they were dtfcovered by captain 
Clive, who formed an ambufcade into which they 
fell- The Englilh fired with fuch vivacity as to kill 
or wound near 100 French in a few minutes, and 
the reft provided for their fafety by flight to 
Chinglapet. Their commanding officer, twenty-five 
Europeans, and 25ofepoys, with two pieces of can¬ 
non were taken : but the Englilh fuftained no lofs. 

Captain Clive marched dire&ly to Chinglapet *, 
which is fituated twenty miles weft of Cobelong, 
forty-five fouth-weft of Madrafs, and within half a 
mile of the Paiiar. This was efteemed a very ftrong 
fort, being almoft encompafled with a morafs, and 
furrounded by two walls, the ramparts of which were 
fixteen feet thick ; a wet ditch faced with ftone, 
fixteen feet wide, quite round the outward fort, and 
another half round the inner. The garrifon con¬ 
fided of forty Europeans and 500 fepoys, who had 
fifteen pieces of cannon mounted on the walls, but 
the commanding officer was then a prifoner upon 
parole. A battery was ere&ed to the fouth within 
200 yards of the fort, and a breach was made in 
four days; upon which the garrifon furrendered on 
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honorable terms, evacuated the fort on the 31ft of 
October, and marched away to Pondicherry. 

Th; redudtion of thefe places fecured all the 
country between Sadrafs and Arcot. A garrifon 
was placed in Chinglapet ; but the fortifications at 
Cobelong were deftroyed. The troops returned to 
Madrals, where captain Clive embaikcd for Eng¬ 
land at the clofe of the year, univerlally acknow¬ 
ledged as the man, whole example firft rouzed his 
countrymen from the lethargy into which they were 
dropped before his reduction of Arcot; and who 
had principally contributed to raife their military 
reputation, by a train of uninterrupted fucceffes ac¬ 
quired by his prudence, activity, courage, refolu- 
tion, and intrepidity. He arrived in England in 
October 1753, and informed the company of the 
fituation of their affairs in the Mogul empire. The 
directors prefented him with a rich fword, fet with 
diamonds, in reward of his great fervices: and he 
foon afterwards returned to India, where his farther 
fervices made him the object of admiration and ter¬ 
ror throughout al! the Eaft. 

During captain Clive’s expedition, the Nabob 
and major Lawrence advanced their army from 
Trivadi to Vandew/h *, a fort twenty-five miles 
north of Gingec, and under the government of 
Tuck'a Saib. who had married one of the fitters of 
the late Nabob Subder .-.Lee Cawn. Tne widow 
of that unfortunate pii Cc, and his only fon Allee 
Deufl: Cawn, re tided with Tuckia Saib in the fort; 
and it was imagined, that a place capable of lend¬ 
ing for:h v fuch pretenders to d ffurb the title of Ma¬ 
homed Allee, would have been attacked with the 
utmoit vigor: but the Nabob was in fuch cintrefs 
for money, that he accepted of .,00,000 rupees, or 
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37,500 1 . fterling, as a ranfom to preferve the town 
and fort from hoftilities. The money was paid, 
and the army returned to Trivadi, where they pre¬ 
pared cantonments for themfelves during the rainy 
monfoon, which began on the 31ft of Oftober at 
night, with a violent hurricane. The rain fell con¬ 
tinually for fevera! days, and laid the whole country 
under water-, which fpread a ficknefs among the 
troops, and obliged them to retire to Fort St. Da¬ 
vid, where they arrived on the 15th of November. 
The Morattoes under Innis Cawn returned towards 
Ser.ngham and as Fort St. David afforded quar¬ 
ters only for the Englifh, moil of the Nabob’s 
troops difbanded, and returned to their own habi¬ 
tations. 

While the Nabob’s affairs were thus fuccefsful 
in the north, they wore a different afpedt in the 
fouth, where the Maifforeans endeavoured to feize 
Trichinopoli. The Nabob had given admiflion to 
700 of their troops as a part of the garrifon ; and 
when major Lawrence marched away, their general 
Nanderauze bribed fome of the Nabob’s Jemidars, 
or captains of the Peons, to join with his own men 
in a fcheme to furprize the city, which was vigi¬ 
lantly guarded by captain Dalton, who had received 
fome hints of the conlpiracy, and caufed the artil¬ 
lery on the ramparts to be pomted every evening 
inwards on the quarters oi the Maiflbreans and the 
fufpeded Peons. This alarmed the Jemidars, who 
confeffed the plot, anil implored torgivenefs ; which 
was granted them by captain Dalton and Kiroodin 
Cawn, the Nabob’s biother-in-law. Nanderauze 
then hired fome affafiins to fhoot them both ; but 
two of the villains were decefte i, and punifhed : 
they confeffed the faft, and were blown into the air 
from the muzzles of two field pieces, in fight of the 
whole army drawn up under arms; which is a mi- 
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litary punifhment very common among the Indian 
troops. 

The Maifforean general thought himfelf no 
longer fafe under the cannon of the city, and re¬ 
moved his camp three miles to the weftward. When 
the two months ftipuktcd for the delivery of the 
city were expired, he formally lent four of his prin¬ 
cipal officers to demand the furrender of it; which 
was refuled by Kiroodin Cawn, who reproached the 
commiffaries with the treacherous practices of their 
general ; and the latter then made a demand on the 
Nabob of 8,500,000 rupees, or 1,06a,500 1 . fter- 
ling, for the fervice he had performed, and the 
expences he had fultained. M. Dupleix not only 
inflamed this difference, but alio bribed Morarow 
to his intereft, and promiftd to put the Muifloreans 
in poffeffion of Trichinopoli. Ambaffadors were 
thereupon lent to Pondicherry, where a treaty was 
foon concluded for that purpofe, and war was re- 
folved ; winch was delayed for fome time, on ac¬ 
count of the Nabob’s fuccefs in Arcot. 

Morarow decamped with moll of his Morattoes, 
and marched to Pondicherry, where M. Dupleix 
promifed to fend fine Europeans to Seringham ; 
while Nanderauze intercepted all the fupplies that 
were fent to Trichinopoli. The effects of this hof- 
tility were i'oon felt, and the prefidenev of Madrafs 
were determined to treat him as a declared enemy. 
In o•rf qutnce of that reiolution, captain Dalton 
marched out of the city, at ten at night on the 23d 
of December, with the greateft part of the garrifon, 
to beat up the MailToiean camp, which then ex¬ 
tended under the northern wall of Seringham : but 
Nanderauze himfelf remained in the pagoda with a 
numerous guard. The troops paffed the Cavery, 
crofled the ifland, and marched along the bank of 
the Coleroon, till th.<= v came within a quarter of a 
mile of the enemy’s camp, when they halted to re- 

frefh 
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frefh themfelves, and to form for the attack. They 
were divided into two bodies: the firft marched 
only four in front, being defigned to penetrate 
through the camp, firing two to the right, and two 
to the left : while the other was drawn up in a more 
compact manner, to halt as foon as they came 
among the tents, and remain there as a fupport to 
the firit party j which moved on unperceived by the 
enemy, whole advanced guard was found fait afleep, 
and were inttanrly difpatched with bayonets. The 
Englilh then entered the camp without oppofition, 
and began a brifk fire to the right and left, which 
they continued from front to rear. The alarm 
was fpread, and the confirmation great throughout 
all the camp. The wounded men filled the place 
with dreadful fhrieks, and thole who efcaped fled 
away with great outcries of warning to their friends. 
Their troops within the pagoda manned the walls ; 
but were afraid to fire upon their own people, who 
were totally difperfed in lefs than an hour. The 
fepoys plundered the camp, and took as many 
horfcs as they could lead away j with which they 
marched fcremoft out of the camp, and were fol¬ 
lowed by the Europeans in good order ■, but they 
received a imart fire from the walls, which killed and 
wounded twenty men, of whom feven were regu¬ 
lars. The troops returned into the city by break 
of day, when they difcovered the enemy returning 
to the ifland, where they haftily ftruck all their 
tents, and cook refuge in the pagoda ; from whence 
they continued to cut off all communication be¬ 
tween the city and the country. 

Captain Dalton then prepared to bombard the 
pagoda, and with that view, fent half his force the 
following night a-crofs the river, which was ford¬ 
able. They diflodged the enemy from a great 
choultry near the water-fide, diredly oppofite to 
the fouth gate of Seringham. The building was 

100 
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100 feet fquare, and 30 high; which the EngliOi 
inclofed in the morning with a ftrong intrenchment, 
and alfo made a parapet with fand-bags round the 
roof, where they mounted two field pieces. Cap¬ 
tain Dalton found this poll of l'uch importance, that 
he was determined to fupport it with the reft of his 
force, which he ftationed with four field pieces op- 
pofite the Choultry, on the fouthern bank of the 
river, where it was only 400 yards wide. The 
enemy remained quiet in Seringham till noon, 
when they had fufficiently intoxicated themfelves 
with opium, and began to appear in a numerous 
body : but the field pieces kept them at a diftance 
for fome time. A party of Morattoe horfe difperfed 
fome of the Nabob’s fepoys, who had crofted the 
river, and began to fire from an untenable poft. 
The Morattoes then attacked the intrenchment at 
the great Choultry, and were repulfed with confidcr- 
able lofs. The garcifon gave three huzza’s on the 
retreat of the Morattoes ; but were inftantly alarmed 
by the imprudent retreat of an officer, who crofted 
the river to give captain Dahon fome information 
concerning his artillery ; which (truck fuch a panic 
into the men, that they quitted the infenchment, 
and attempted to repafsthe Caverv. This was per¬ 
ceived by a body of 3000 Maifinrean horfe, who 
were drawn up on the bank, and immediately gal- 
lopped into the bed of the liver, where they cut 
down the whole party, excepting fifteen men. Ani¬ 
mated by this fuccefs, they attacked caotain Dal¬ 
ton’s divifion on the other fide ; but here they were 
obliged to retire with the lofs of leveral men and 
horfes, whole riders fell within twenty yards of the 
artillery. Captain Dalton advanced into the bed of 
the river, where he remained, till he had collected 
the dead and wounded, which were 70 Europeans, 
and 300 of the heft fepoys; b-fides the lieutenants 
Wilky and Crow, who were flaughtercd in the in- 
Vol. II. K trenchment. 
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tenchment, where they gallantly determined to Ray 
after vainly attempting to rally the men, among 
whom, not one who furvived could give any reafon 
why he quitted his poll;, as only one man was then 
wounded in the intrenchment, where they had nine 
barrels of ammunition. 

Captain Dalton had then no farther hopes of 
expelling Nanderauze from Seringham, and re¬ 
turned to guard Trichinopoli; where the ftrength 
of the garrifon was dimimfhed near one-hall, not 
fo much by the number, as by the quality of the 
troops that were loft. The 700 Maifforeans in the 
city were permitted to retire with their arms and 
baggage : but captain Dalton detained their com¬ 
mander Gopaulrauze, the brother of Nanderauze, 
with feme of his attendants. 

The Maiftoreans had a poft about four miles weft: 
of Trichinopoli, at the pagoda of Byaloor, where 
the guard prevented the country people from carry¬ 
ing provihons into the city. T his pagoda had a 
fire g wall, ar.d they had choaked up the great 
gate with mud, leaving at the bottom a wicket, by 
which ervy one man could enter at a time. Cap¬ 
tain Dalton ftr.t a detachment of thirty Europeans 
and feme fepoys to furprize this poll: in a dark 
night; in which they iucceeded, and put all the 
iVlaifioreans they found there to the fword. 

Nanderauze lent out feveral parties to fcour 
the plain between the city and the territory of Ton- 
deman, from whence only proviftons were obtained. 
They feized fome of the people who were bringing 
rice from the country, whofe noies they cut oft ac¬ 
cording to their ufual barbarity, and fent them to T ri- 
chinopoii in that mangled condition. This cruelty 
{truck luch a terror, that the city was without fup- 
plies, till the Maifforean parties were drove off by 
a detachment of 400 Europeans and fepoys, who 
attacked a large body of the enemy in the night. 
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and put them to flight, with fuch conflderabie lofs, 
as deterred rhem hum appearing in thole parts 
again. Nanderauze then refolved to divide his 
force, and form a camp between the city and Ton- 
deman’s country. He remained with one half of 
his armv at Seringham -, and the other hair, being 
5000 horie and 3000 foot, under the command of 
Virana, moved from the ifland with their baggage, 
and encamped at a piace called Facquire’s Tope, 
or the grove of the Facquire, four miles weft of 
Seringham, and one to the fouth-weft of Trichino- 
poli. This camp was l'urrounded with an intrench- 
rnent and a mud wall •, the efleet of which was 
foon feverely felt in the city, where no more pro- 
vifions were brought to maiket, the (hops were (hut, 
and the inhabitants dreaded all the calamities of an 
approaching famine i while the garrifon was inca' 
pable of removing their diftrels, or diflipating their 
fear, as they were too weak to drive the enemy from 
either of their camps; in which melancholy ftate 
they continued till a large reinforcement arrived 
from Arcot, under the command of major Law¬ 
rence, in May 1753. 

This fituation of affairs in the fbuth gave infinite 
fatisfaclion to M. Dupleix, who alio received the 
molt agreeable difpatches from the north, where 
his ally Salabatzing had removed a moft dangerous 
competitor for the Soubahdarftiip, by the murder 
of his brother Gazi Odin Cawn. This prince 
marched from Delli at the head of 150,000 men, 
and appeared before Aurengabad in the beginning 
of October, to aflert his right to the 'government of 
the Deckan. He was met by Salabatzing with an 
army of 100,000 men, afiified by the French bat¬ 
talion-, who after fome fuccefsful fkirmifhes, redu¬ 
ced Gazi Odin to enter into a negotiation : but 
while it was carrying on, Salabatzing prevailed on 
his mother to poifon Gazi Odin, who was aifo her 
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own Ton. This abhorrent act was followed by the 
fuccefs expedled from it; for the Mogul army dif- 
perfed on the death of their general, who left a fon 
named Shah Abaddin. This prince was poffeffed 
of a principal employment at the court of Delli, 
and was worthy of the highefl: dignity : he obtained 
the commiflion of Soubahdar of the Deckan ; but 
the convulfions that threatened the imperial throne 
fuggelted to him other views, which foon after 
made him the molt important objedt in the ftate. 

The revenues which Salabatzing received at 
Aurengabad, were continually exhaufted by the 
numerous army he maintained for the charge of 
the French troops alone amounted to 3,200,000 
rupees, or 400,000 k fterling. His revenues from 
the Carnatic were inconfiderable, and the power of 
M, Dupleix was confined to the diftridts between 
Pondicherry and Gingee, which produced no more 
than 1000,000 rupees, or 125,000 k fterling : there¬ 
fore he determined to make Rajah Saib relinquifh 
the title of Nabob, which he intended to confer upon 
Mortiz Allee Cawn ofVeloor, from whofe wealth 
and power he expedted confiderable refources to 
carry on the war. 

However, after a war of ten years in India, all 
thefe differences were terminated by the general 
treaty of peace, concluded at Paris on the 10th of 
February 1763, whereby Salabatzing was acknow¬ 
ledged lawful Subah of the Deckan, and Mahomed 
Allee Cawn for lawful Nabob of the Carnatic. 


CHAP. 



THE EAST-INDIES. 133 


CHAP. VI. 

:The campaign of 1753 .—Both armies take the field in 
the province of Arcot, and encamp near Trivadi. 
The Morattoes harrafs the Englilh convoys, 
and cut off an advanced guard near Fort St. David. 
The Englifh defeat the Morattoes, and kill Bo- 
sinrow. Mortiz Allee Cawn is proclaimed 
Nabob of Arcot at Pondicherry. —Major Law¬ 
rence leaves a garrifon at Trivadi under captain 
Chase , and marches 1 0 the relief of T richinopoli. 
His interview with the king of Tanjore. He 
arrives at Trichinopoli: and Nanderauze col¬ 
lects all his force at Serincham. - The French 

take Trivadi; defeat the Englifh near Veloor 
and fend a reinforcement under M. Astruc to 
Nanderauze .—The battle at the Rock, in which 
the French are defeated ; Ballapa is killed-, and 
Trichinopoli preferved.—Major Lawrence leaves 
captain Dalton in garrifon, and marches with the 
army to Tanjore, to join a reinforcement from Fort 
St. David. — The enemy , commanded by M. Bre¬ 
mer, blockade TxichinopdW, which is abandoned 
by the inhabitants for want of provifions. Major 
Lawrence returns with the reinforcement, and 
5000 Tanjorines under Mon ackjee. The battle 
at the Sugar-Loaf-Rock ; captain Kirk is kill¬ 
ed-, the French retreat to Weycondah ; and the 
Englifh enter Trichinopoli. The Tanjorines take 
Elimiserum. Major Lawrence encamps at the 
Five Rocks: the enemy retreat towards Sering- 
ham, and receive a Jlrong reinforcement. 

T HE year 1753 was opened with frefh hofli- 
lities in the province of Arcot, where both 
armies took the field in the beginning of January 
near Trivadi. i he Englifh had 700 Europeans, 
K 3 2000 
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2000 fepoys, icoo of the Nabob’s cavalry, and 
their own little troop of twenty men, commanded 
by major Lawrence. The French had 500 h uro- 
ropeans, 2000 fepoys, 4000 Morattoes under Mo- 
rarow, and their own troop of fixty horie. M. 
Dupieix was determined to protradb the war on the 
lea-coaft as long as poftibie, that Nanderauze might 
not be intern', ed from blockading Trichinopoii : 
he therefore, ordered his troops in Arcot to act on 
the defend.~c, and to Strengthen their entrench¬ 
ments ; which obliged major Lawrence to remain 
inactive in his camp : but the Morattoes were alert 
in cutting off fuppiies from the English camp. On 
the 19th, they cannonaded the village of Trivadi, 
where they were repulfed by the English grenadiers, 
and loft 118 men. On the 28th, they harralTed the 
convoy from Fort St. David; but would not ven¬ 
ture to attack the troops, who killed 300 of their 
horfes. On the 13th of February, 400 of them 
advanced within mufket-Shot of the weftcrn redoubt 
at Fort St. David, flourishing their fabres, and me¬ 
nacing the guard, which irritated them to advance 
into the plain, though they were only twenty-five 
Europeans and fifty fepoys, under the command of 
a ferjeant. The Morattoes retreated, until the 
party was advanced half a mile from the redoubt, 
when they fuddenly turned, galloped up, and Sur¬ 
rounded them. The English gave them a general 
volley, which did Some execution •, but the Morat¬ 
toes impetuoufiy broke in upon them before they 
could load again, and put every man to the fvvord. 
However, in an attack which they made on the 2d 
cf April, they were ieverely handled, and among 
the fain was Bonnrow, who affiftcd captain Give 
at the liege of Arcot. 

Aeolt this time, the Phoufdar Mortiz Alice 
Cawn fet up his ltandard in the province, and 
marched with 1500 hone, and 3000 fepoys, to 

Pondicherry, 
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Pondicherry, where he was proclaimed Nabob with 
great ceremony, and paid 400,000 rupees, or 
50,000!. Ilerling to carry on the war ; after which 
he returned to Veioor, and committed great deva- 
itation in the province, without meeting any op- 
pofition from Abdulhvahab Cawn. 

The French w'ouid not quit their Entrenchments, 
which confuted of a parapet cannon proof, with ib- 
veral redoubts, a broad and deep ditch, and a good 
glacis, defended by thirty g..ns. Major Lawrence 
then refolved to (form rhcir camp •, for which pur- 
pofe he was rein reread by aco Europeans from 
Fort St. David: but he found the enemy were too 
Itroogiy polled, and Jeliffed from the attempt, under 
the neceificy of aiteiing his plan of operations, by 
marching to relieve the garrilbn at Trichinopoli, 
whole fnppiies were coniirantiy cut off by the MuoT)- 
rean trumps, which obliged captain Daiton to lend 
an exprefs to major Lawrence for immediate affift- 
ance. 

Major Lawrence left a garrifon of 150 Europe¬ 
ans, and 5C0 lepoys, under the command of captain 
Chaie, and marched with the Nabob, and the reft of 
his army, on the 20th of April, to Fort St. David, 
to collect the neceffary fuppiies of military {lores. 
The army marched through the dominions of the 
king of i’anjore, who lent his prime minuter Suc- 
cojee, to compliment the Nabob and major Law¬ 
rence as foon as they croffed the Coierccn •, and 

miles 
wicn them. 

Me met them half way at one of his gardens, on 
the 4th of May, where he was attended be his whole 
court, who made a very magnificent and fnhv.d’.d 
appearance. He was eicorteu by 3000 hu.::‘ well 
mounted, and 200 elephants in fiver trapping*. 


when they arrived at Condoor *, within ten 
of the capital, he defired an interview' 


Cr Kaudur. 
K 4 
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After ceremonioufly palling each other in their Fa- 
lankeens, the major war conducted coan inner gar¬ 
den, and there received by the king, under a pavi¬ 
lion, fupported by pillars of Elver, elegantly co¬ 
vered and furniihed. The king agreed to affift the 
Nabob " ith a body of cavalry ; and after a refrefh- 
ment cf fruits, a fhower of rofe-vvarer, and being 
anointed with other rofes, the major was difmiffed, 
with prefents of elephants, hories and firpahs. 

The army marched, and arrived at Trichinopoli 
without interruption, on the 6th, when major Law¬ 
rence found his whole united force, fit for the field, 
confift of 500 Europeans, 2000 fepoys, and 3000 
of the Nabob’s cavalry : but Nanderauze had re¬ 
called Virana from his camp, and collected all his 
force on the ifland, amounting to io,ooq horfe, 
6000 black infantry, and about 100 Europeans, 
with a good train of artillery. 

In- the mean time, the French attacked Trivadi, 
which was gallantly defended by captain Chafe, 
who made an unfuccefsful faliy, wherein fixty Eu¬ 
ropeans, and two companies of fepoys, were either 
put to the fword or taken priloners. The place was 
then cannonaded, and the garrilon, intoxicated with 
arrack, obliged their commander to capitulate. But 
this gallant young man was fo fenfibly affe&ed with 
his misfortune, that it threw him into a fever, of 
which he died foon after at Pondicherry. Mortiz 
Allee was joined by fifty Europeans with three 
pieces of cannon, and threatened to befiege Arcot. 
This alarmed Abdullwahab; who afiembled 1000 
horfe, and 1200 foot, under the command of Na- 
zeabulla Cawn, another of the Nabob’s brothers; 
who was joined by forty Europeans, and 200 Eng- 
]ifh fepoys, with two field pieces, under the com¬ 
mand of enfign Smith. They marched out of the 
city on the 21ft of April, and attacked the Phouf- 

dar’s 
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dar’s army near Veloor. The Englifh cannonaded 
the French, but were deferted by the Nabob’s troops, 
and the whole party were killed on the fpot, or ta¬ 
ken prifoners to Veloor, and among the latter was 
enfign Smith. 

Aeter the redudtion of Trivadi, M. Dupleix de¬ 
tached 300 Europeans and looofepoys, with four 
field pieces under M. Aftruc ; and alfo 3000 Mo- 
rattoes under Innis Cawn, to join Nanderauze : they 
marched by Volconda, and arrived at Seringham 
foon after the Englifh entered Trichinopoli. 

Major Lawrence allowed his troops three days 
to refreffi themfelves, and then marched with the 
battalion and fepoys to Moota-Chellinoor, a village 
three miles welt of the city, where he crofted the 
river, and landed on the ifland, with an intention to 
give the enemy battle, or cannonade their camp. 
His troops were attacked by a body of Morattoes 
commanded by Harrafing, who was repulfed, and 
retreated towards the pagoda, expofed to the fire of 
all the cannon. M. Aftruc then advanced with his 
troops, and began a brifk cannonade, which con¬ 
tinued on both fides till noon, when a flight fkir- 
mifh enlued. The cannonade was afterwards re¬ 
newed, and continued till evening, when the Eng¬ 
lifh troops repaired the river, and returned to the 
city, with the lofs of four private men and fome 
fepoys killed ; but two officers were killed and three 
wounded. 

As it feemed too difficult a tafk to difiodge the 
enemy from the pagoda, major Lawrence gave all 
his attention to the means of fupplying the garrifon 
with provifions •, for which purpofe he occupied the 
camp that the Maiffioreans had abandoned at the 
Facquire’s Tope, and applied to the king of Tan- 
jore and Tondeman both for troops and provifions. 
But Nanderauze negledted no opportunity to alie¬ 
nate 
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nate thefe precarious allies from the Nabob’s >nte- 
reft: he bribed the principal officers belonging to 
Tondeman ; and gained the prime minuter of Tan- 
jore over to his intereft. 

In this fituation major Lawrence was obliged to 
remain upwards of five weeks, without an oppor¬ 
tunity of acting againft the enemy, who were then 
properly reinforced, and able to take the field. 
They quitted Seringham, crofted t’neCavery, and en¬ 
camped on the plain about three miles to the north 
of Facquire’s Tope, from whence they marched, 
and took pofieffion of fome high mountains called 
the Five Rocks, which are about a mile fouth of 
that Tope, and had been abandoned by the Englifh 
when major Lawrence vtent into the city for the 
recovery < f his health. This brought him immedi¬ 
ately to the camp, where he had only 500 Europeans 
and 2000 fepoys, part of whom were continually 
employed to efcort the conveys cf provifions; and 
of the Nabob’s horie no mote than ico encamped 
with the Englifh, for all the others refufed to march 
until they were paid their arrears. The enemy’s 
force was now augmented to 450 Europeans, and 
1500 well cli fciplmed fepoys 5 S’ooo MailTorean 
horfe, 35co Morattoes, and two companies of To- 
pafifes, with icoo fepoys, in the fervice of Nande- 
rauze; befides 15,000 Peons, a rabble armed with 
imperfect weapons worthy of thofe that bore them, 
fuch as matchlocks, bows and arrows, fvvords, 
pikes, clubs, and rockets. 

Major I.awrence quitted the intrenchments, and 
encamped about a quarter of a mile nearer the city, 
which it was apprehended muft be abandoned to 
fave the troops from perifhing by famine. How¬ 
ever, the major ftationed a guard cf 200 fepoys on 
a fmall work half a mile fouth-weft of his camp, 
and near a mile north-weft of the enemy’s. M. 
Aftruc perceived the importance of this poft, and 

marched. 
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marched, early in the morning of the 26th of June, 
to attack it, with his grenadiers, and a large body 
of iepoys, who were repul fed, upon which they 
were fupported by their whole army j while the 
Engiifh army advanced tofupport their fepoys, leav¬ 
ing ico Europeans to defend the camp : but the 
Fr.cich drove the fepoys from the rock, andhoifted 
their own colours there. This obliged major Law¬ 
rence to halt, and confider what was proper to be 
done in fuch an important moment, on which the 
fate of the war fecmed to depend. There was little 
time for deliberation ; as the French battalion were 
polled behind the rock, which was covered by their 
fepoys fupported by their grenadiers, while their 
artillery fired upon the Englrfh troops from the 
right and left of it: the Maifforeans were drawn up 
in one great body, at the diftance of cannon-fhot, 
in the rear; and the Morattoes kept fkirmifhing on 
all parts of the Engiifh battalion, who were not to 
be difconcerted or intimidated by fuch irregular at¬ 
tacks •, being convinced by repeated experience, 
that a body of well-difciplined infantry would al¬ 
ways prevail againft undifciplined cavalry, notvvith- 
ilanding a great fuperiority of numbers. The Eng- 
lifh officers and loldiers unanimoufly agreed, that it 
was fafer to make a gallant pufh, than a timid re¬ 
treat before their enemies. The major ordered his 
grenadiers to attack the rock with fixed bayonets; 
while-he wheeled round the foot of it with the reft 
cf the troops, to engage the French battalion. The 
foldiers received his orders with three huzza’s, and 
the grenadiers immediately marched : they diire- 
garded the lcattered fire from the rock, and never 
halted till they got to the top of it ; the French be¬ 
ing lo much terrified at their intrepidity, as to quit 
their polt without Unking a blow. Some of the 
belt Iepoys followed the grenadiers, and all toge¬ 
ther began a ftrong fire upon the French battalion, 
drawn up within piftol-lhot below. The Engiifh 

battalion 
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battalion then appeared, and drew up within twenty 
yards of the enemy, who were (truck with con- 
fternation at fuch a refolute attack made upon them, 
in the m:dft of their numerous allies, by fuch a 
fmall body of men. However, the French kept a 
good front with recovered arms until the Englifh 
gave their fire, which fell heavy, and threw the 
French into fuch irreparable diforder, that they in- 
llantly gave way and ran, leaving three pieces of 
cannon, with lome ammunition carts behind them. 
The Morattoes rufhed in to cover their retreat, but 
were repulfed with great lofs, when they defifted 
from their attacks, and retreated to the main body 
ef the MailToreans, where the French formed with 
their allies. Some of the Englifh grenadiers were 
fabred by the Morattoes, who greatly lamented the 
lofs of one of their principal commanders: this was 
Eallapa, the nephew of Morarow : he had broke his 
fvord in cutting down a grenadier, when another, 
who was loading his piece, and faw his comrade fall, 
foot both ball and ramrod through his body. Ma¬ 
jor Lawrence knew this young man, and had often 
remarked his bravery when fighting on the Englifh 
fide: he had great fpirit, and was an excellent 
horfeman : his body was found in the field, and fent 
to his uncle, in the major’s Palankeen. The French 
would not renew the fight, and the Englifh returned 
to their camp, with many prifoners, and three guns 
taken from the enemy, whofe cavalry endeavoured 
to interrupt their march, but were always repulfed, 
and fuffered feverely by a cannonade from eight 
fix-peunders loaded with grape. 

Thus was Trichinopoli preferved by the un¬ 
daunted fpirit of the Englifh troops, which difpi- 
rited the enemy, and gave the Englifh fepoysan op¬ 
portunity of bringing great quantities of provifions 
to the camp. However, two or three more fuch 
encounters would have left all the Englifh on the 

plains 
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plains of Trichinopoli, if no reinforcement was lent 
to major Lawrence, who received advice, that fome 
fhips were arrived on the coaft: with recruits from 
England, and that a detachment was ordered to 
Trichinopoli, by the route of Tanjore. The major 
therefore left captain Dalton to guard the city, 
broke up his camp, and marched to the city of Tan¬ 
jore, to join the detachment, and prevail on the 
king to furnilh the troops he had promifed the Na¬ 
bob, whofe army had deferted him. 

The enemy took this opportunity to blockade 
Trichinopoli, which they could effect without much 
difficulty, by their fuperiority of European troops. 
The fcarcity of provifions obliged the inhabitants to 
quit the city, which was left almoit defolate, though 
it had formerly contained 400,000 perfons; for the 
military people who remained in it, including foldiers 
and all artificers, were not 2000 men. Of thefe 1000 
were Peons, polled between the outward and inward 
wall: 600 were fepoys, llationed round the ramparts; 
and about 200 were Europeans, who guarded the 
gates, and lay on their arms every night, to be 
ready on any alarm. The French troops were now 
commanded by M. Brenier, who prepared to make 
an efcalade, and fent a fpy into the city to direct die 
attempt: but the fpy was difcovered, and the at¬ 
tempt declined. 

Major Lav/rence was joined at Tanjore by the 
detachment from Fort St. David, which confilled 
of 170 Europeans and joo fepoys. His army was 
alfo increafed by the Tanjorine forces, amounting 
to 3000 horfe, and zooo foot, commanded by 
Monackjee. The whole army marched from Tan¬ 
jore, on the 5th of Augull, with a convoy of 4000 
bullocks laden with provifions ; and arrived within 
fight ot Trichinopoli on the gth, when the major 
was apprized by lignals that the enemy were in mo- 
don. Their cavalry, in different parties, extended 

about 
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about three miles between the French Rock and the 
Golden Rock: their main body was polled at the 
Sugar-loaf Rock •, and a detachment took pofftf- 
fion of the Golden Rock, within a mile to the rear 
of their main body. Major Lawrence halted about 
a mile fouth-eaft of the Sugar-loaf Rock, and 
formed his line of march, as if he intended to at¬ 
tack the main body of the enemy : but he marched 
round the Golden Rock, and drove the French 
from thence with his grenadiers and 800 fepoys de¬ 
tached from the front of the line. The Englilh 
battalion was drawn up in the plain, where feveral 
men were killed by the artillery from the enemy’s 
advanced party, whom major Lawrence with the 
grenadiers, 200 other Europeans, and 300 fepoys, 
marched boldly to attack without cannon. The 
troops were galled by the French artillery, which 
killed feveral men, and among them captain Kirk, 
at the head of his favorite grenadiers, whom no¬ 
thing during the war had ever difheartened before : 
They were fenfibly ftruck with the death of their 
officer, whofe place was inftantly fupplied by his 
friend captain Kilpatrick, and animated by his ex¬ 
ample, the men pulhed intrepidly on to revenge 
their captain’s death. The enemy had not courage 
to Hand the fhock, and fled towards Weycondah. 
Their main body then advanced; but retired, as 
foon as the main body of the Englilh approached ; 
which ended the engagement. The French bat¬ 
talion had 115 men killed •, and left many wounded, 
with three cannon, on the field. The Englilh bat¬ 
talion had 36 men killed and wounded; but their 
greateft Infs was in captain Kirk. 

The Englilh army entered Trichinopoli, and the 
French encamped at Weycondah. The Tanjoreans 
marched out, and took Elimiferum, where the ene¬ 
my had left a garrifon of 200 fepoys and fome Eu¬ 
ropeans ; while major Lawrence formed a camp at 
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the Five Rocks, to intercept the convoys from 
Maiffbre. This obliged the French to decamp, on 
the 23d, and make a diforderly retreat to JVIoota- 
Chellmoor, a ftrong poll on the bank of the Caverv, 
which fecured their communication with Seringham, 
where they received a very ftrong reinforcement. 

M. Dupleix had fent for fome troops from 
Mauritius, and 400 arrived from thence at Pondi¬ 
cherry in June : thefe were joined by 2000 fepoys, 
with fix guns; as alfo by 3000 Morattoes, with a 
great number of TopafTes and Peons, under the 
command of Morarow. Great rejoicings were made 
by the French on this occafion, and the Engiifh 
were obliged to act upon the defenfive again. 


C H A P. VII. 

The continuation of the campaign in >753- ^ large 

detachment fent from Mad r ass to Tr ichinopoli, 
under captain Ridge, and captain Caillaud. The 
French, commanded by M. Astruc; and the 
Engiifh, under major Lawrence, encamp on the 
plain before Trichinopoli. The battle at the Sugar- 
Loaf-Rock : the French are totally defeated , and 
retreat to the ijlan'd. The Engiifh take Weycon- 
dah; and enter into cantonments at Coil add y. 
The French army is reinforced , and commanded by 
M. Maissin ; who attacks Trichinopoli, but is re- 

pulfed with great lofs by captain Kilpatrick..-*• 

The Engiifh are alfo fuccefsful in i/vCarnatic, 
•where they oblige the enemy to raife the fege of 
Trinomalee, and defeat Mahomed Comaul at 
Tripetti. — The Morattoes invade 1 anjore, 
andare defeated by Monackjee. —The Frercn ac- 
quifticns from Salabatzinc-. —The Mogul Ha- 
met Shah is dethroned, end fucceedea oy Allum 
Geer. —A Ccnprefs held at Sadr ass between the 

'Engiifh 
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Englifh and French ; and is abruptly ended in Ja¬ 
nuary , 1754-. 

T H E prefidency of Madrafs were alarmed at 
the large reinforcement which had been fent 
from Pondicherry to Seringham, and were deter¬ 
mined to ftrengthen their own army with all the 
men that could be fpared for the field. Accordingly, 
240 Europeans and 300 fepoys, commanded by 
captain Ridge, were fent in one of the company’s 
fhips to, Devi Cotah, from whence they marched 
through the Tanjore country, and arrived on the 
19th of September at Kelli Cotah, a fort, fifteen 
miles eaft of the city of Trichinopoli. At that 
time the French army was commanded by M. 
Aftruc, who encamped between the Sugar-loaf and 
the Golden Rock : while major Lawrence en¬ 
camped with his forces at fome diftance to the 
fouth-eaft of the French Rock. Both armies con¬ 
tinued fome days in this fituation, encamped in the 
open plain without a bufli on it, at about two miles 
diftant from each other •, but as the fwamps in the 
rear of both the camps did not permit either to re¬ 
move farther back, they refrained from beginning 
a cannonade till the 20th in the morning, when 
the Englilh fired from an eighteen pounder upon 
the French, which drew all their attention on that 
fide •, while the Englifh were joined by their rein¬ 
forcement from Kelli Cotah, with whom captain 
Caillaud arrived. 

The junction of thefe troops gave frefh fpirits to 
their countrymen, and major Lawrence refolved to 
attack the enemy. He quitted the ground near the 
French rock on the 20th ; and encamped at the 
Facquire’s Tope, where he was joined by 100 Euro¬ 
peans from the garrifon. At night the tents were 
ftruck, and fent to remain under cover of the ar¬ 
tillery of the city : the troops were ordered to take 

their 
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their reft in the open field, and to be under arms at 
four in the morning. 

The enemy’s camp extended on each fide of the 
Sugar-loaf Rock, but much farther to the weft 
than the eaft. The Morattoes were encamped to 
the eaft; the French quarters were clofe to the weft 
of the rock ; and beyond thefe were the Maifloreans, 
who reached almoft as far as the Golden Rock, and. 
occupied the ground at a great diftance behind the 
two rocks; and the rear of the camp was covered 
with thickets and rocky ground. The French had 
flung up an intrenchment in front of their own quar¬ 
ters : the Morattoes had done the fame : and at the 
Golden Rock, which commanded the left flank and 
the front of the Maifloreans, the French had fta- 
tioned an advanced guard of 100 Europeans, 200 
topafies, and 600 fepoys, with two pieces of can¬ 
non, under a vigilant partizan. Major Lawrence 
was apprized of thefe difpofitions; and at the hour 
appointed, marched his troops in profound filence 
towards the Golden Rock. He had lulled the 
French into a fecurity. by cannonading the day be¬ 
fore ; which made them think he had no other view 
than to difturb their camp with his fhot. The 
Englifh battalion of 600 men, formed the van in 
three equal divifions: the firft was compofed of the 
grenadier company of 100 men, under captain Kil¬ 
patrick ; the picket of 40, under captain Caillaud j 
and two platoons, each of 30 men, under captain 
Campbel: the artillery of fix field pieces, with 100 
artillery men, were on the flanks of each divifion : 
2000 fepoys followed in two lines ; and the Tan- 
jorines weie in the rear. The Golden Rock was 
mounted in three places at once by the firft divifion 
of the battalion, who drove the enemy down, and 
took two field pieces loaded with grape. The troeps. 
were animated by this fuccefs, and their commander 
immediately led them on to the grand camp, which 

Vol. II. L altered 
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altered his difpofition, as it was necefiary to form 
his troops again, that the three divifions of Euro¬ 
peans might march in one line in front through the 
Maiflforean camp, to fall at once upon the left flank, 
of the French : the fepoys were divided on each 
flank of the battalion, at ibme diftance in the rear: 
while the Tanjorines moved to the front of the 
French intrenchment, to create what confufion they 
could with their fire-arms and rockets. The batta¬ 
lion marched on with repeated huzza’s, as to cer¬ 
tain victory •, the drums beating the grenadiers 
march, the gunners with their porr-fires lighted on 
the flanks, and the fepoys founding their military 
mufic. The troops formed as they marched, and 
attacked as they formed : the black camp was eafily 
pafled, and they came up with the French at dawn 
of day, when the engagement began. The French 
received the Eng’flfh fire, and then difcharged a ge¬ 
neral volley upon them. Among thofe who buf¬ 
fered in this onlet was captain Kilpatrick, who com¬ 
manded the divifion on the right, and fell defperately 
wounded; upon which captain Caillaud put him- 
felf at the head of the grenadiers, and took the com¬ 
mand of the whole divifion. He gained the left 
flank of the intrenchment, and poured in a clofe 
fire upon the French battalion: the grenadiers 
pulhed on with their bayonets, and drove rhem 
crowding upon their center, which alfo gave way, 
and a well levelled difcharge from the center and 
left of the Englilh battalion in front completed the 
route. M. Aflruc endeavoured to rally them, and 
they made a ftand ; but the grenadiers renewed the 
attack with their bayonets, and put them again to 
flight, which became general. The Englifh troops 
had marched through a confcant fire of nine pieces 
of cannon; attacked a line of men which greatly 
out-numbered themfelves ; and in ten minutes drove 
the enemy out of their lines. They however ralli¬ 
ed 
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ed again, and made Tome faint refiftance, fupported 
by the Morattoes, who rode up very defperately : 
but as thei'e could not fuftain a galling fire, which 
fell upon them from all quarters, they alfo ran away, 
and left the Englilh complete mailers of the field 
of battle, all their camp, cannon, baggage, and 
ammunition. The whole adtion lalted near two 
hours; and when the vidtory was totally decided, 
the Englilh troops drew up on the French parade. 

The French had 114 men of their battalion ei¬ 
ther killed or wounded, and 95 more were taken 
prifoners: among the latter were M. A ft rue and 
ten officers ; many others were taken in ftraggling 
parties; fo that the whole of their lofs was at lealt 
300 Europeans, and it might have been much 
more, if the Tanjorines had exerted themfelves as 
they were ordered. The Englilh had thirty men 
killed, and forty two wounded: among the latter 
were fix officers, of whom major Lawrence was 
wounded in the arm by a mulkct-ball, and capuin 
Kiipatrick received a Ihot through his body. The 
captain concluding his wound mull be mortal, would 
not permit any of his people to Hay by him, but 
fent them to join the company in purluit of the ene¬ 
my. Some ftraggling Moratto p s here came up, 
and cut him with their fabres a- dvey palled, which 
would have been repeated by others ; but the lur- 
geon feeing him in that danger, ftood and protected 
him tiil the fuccefs of the day cleared the field of 
the enemy. 

This •action was decided entirely by the mulke- 
try ; and the French, having thus left the Englilh 
mailers of the plain, with an open communication, 
efcaped over the river to the ifiand, by the pafs of 
Mootacnillinour. It was fome hours before the whole 
arrived at Seringham ; for the throng confided of 
30,000 men of all forts on toot, and 16,000 horfe; 

L 2 befides 
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befides a great number of oxen, camels, and ele¬ 
phants. 

The Nabob’s ftandard was planted in the ene¬ 
my’s camp, a«d the Englifh flag difplayed on the 
top of the Sugar-loaf Rock; which proclaimed the 
triumph of their arms to the country feveral miles 
round : but the fame evening, major Lawrence re¬ 
moved his army to befiege Weycondah, in which 
was a garrifon of fifty French and 400 fepoys. 

This fort was originally a pagoda and choultry, 
iituated on the top of a rock about thirty feet high. 
The rock was afterwards inclofed by a ftrong ftone 
wall, carried up as high as the top of the rock it- 
felf, and built thick enough to afford a rampart 
about five feet broad; befides a {lender parapet, 
which had loop-holes to fire through: and on the weft- 
fide was a gateway, the top of which communicated 
with the rampart. A watercourfe ferved inftead of 
a trench to fhelter the Englifh troops, who cut em- 
brafures through the bank, about 400 yards from 
the wall, which was battered with two eighteen- 
pounders, and fhells were thrown from a mortar 
and two cohorns. The wall was beat down, within 
twelve feet of the ground •, but the breach was noc 
practicable: however, a body of 600 fepoys made 
an attempt to mount the walls, and were repulfed. 
The fepoys then afiaulted the gate : but this at¬ 
tempt was alfo ineffectual, till a refolute Englifh- 
man, who was lerjeant to a company of fepoys, 
mounted on the Ihoulders of one of them, and got 
up to the top, where he planted the colors of his 
company on the parapet. He was followed by others, 
fome of whom went down and opened the gate on 
the infide, when thofe without rufhed in like a tor¬ 
rent, and attacked the garrifon at pufh of bayonet. 
In the firftfury feveral were killed ; but about 400 
who threw down their arms, and called for quarter, 
were fpared. 


The 
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The army encamped ar the French Rock, and 
were plentifully fupplied with provifionsboth in city 
and camp. Captain Dalton then quitted the com¬ 
mand at Trichinopoli, and returned to Europe. 
The rainy monfoon was coming on, which occa- 
fioned major Lawrence to canton his troops atCoi- 
laddy, about fifteen miles eafl of the city, on the 
frontiers of Tanjore, from whence the army might 
be fupplied with provifions. The major lent 150 
Europeans, the fick of the battalion, and 400 fie- 
poys, into Trichinopoli: a detachment was left at 
Ehmiferum ; and the reft of the Englifh troops 
entered into cantonments on the 23d of October. 
They were ftill accompanied by the Nabob, with 
his attendants : but the Tanjorines returned to their 
own country, to celebrate a grand feftival; while 
the Englilh grew very fickly in their quarters, lofing 
fix officers and many foldiers in about a month. 

In the beginning of November, the French at 
Seringham received a reinforcement of 300 Euro¬ 
peans, 200 Topafles, and 1000 iepoys, with fome 
cannon. Their whole army was now commanded 
by M. Maiffin, who crofted the river, on the 27th 
at night, to attack Trichinopoli, where captain 
Kilparrick had recovered of his wounds, and iuc- 
ceeded captain Dalton in the command. 

The entrance into an Indian fortification is 
through a large and complicated pile of building, 
projecting in the form of a parallelogram from the 
main rampart: this building confifts of feveral con¬ 
tinued terraces of the fame height as the main ram¬ 
part, and communicate with it; and the inward 
wafts of thefe terraces form the fides of an intricate 
paftage, about twenty feet broad, which leads by 
various turnings at right angles through the whole 
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pile, to the principal gate that Hands in the main 


rampart. 


Ths 


I* 3 



J 5 0 A VOYAGE TO 

The French were 800, and 600 were to efca- 
lade; while M. Mai (Tin, with 200, and a body of 
fepoys, were to wait the event, prepared to fecond 
and join the firft party, when they had got over 
the wall. Their forces were diftributed agreeable 
to the different falfe attacks they were to make: 
but the real one was to be made on Dalton’s bat¬ 
tery, v-iiich was the center of the weft face. The 
guard appointed for the garrifon was of fifty fepoys, 
with their officers, and two European gunners : the 
rounds had gone at twelve o’clock, and found them 
prelent and alert •, but when the attack began few 
of them were on duty. The French paffed the 
ditch, which was almoft dry, at three in the morn¬ 
ing of the 28th. They placed the ladders, and the 
whole 600 mounted on the battery, without inter-, 
ruption, or the leaft alarm to the garrifon. They 
turned two cannon on the battery againft the town, 
and difcharged them with a volley of fmall arms, 
their drums beating, and their foldiers crying out, 
vive le rcy. They were perfuaded that firing alone 
would frighten the garrifon ; but that was foon 
alarmed by the piquet, and flood prepared. Cap¬ 
tain Kilpatrick immediately ordered a party to the 
place attacked, and others to their refpective alarm- 
pofts. He was (till confined to his bed; but his 
orders were well executed by lieutenant Harrifon. 
The french having drawn up their fcaling-ladders 
into the battery, lent two parties down from it into 
the interval between the two walls. They attempt¬ 
ed the inward wall, in which they were defeated, 
and then only thought of making their efcape, or 
fcreening themfelves from the fire of the garrifon. 
The firft was impracticable, as their ladders were 
mofily deftroyed, and they within the firft wall: 
yet fome attempted leaping off die batcery into the 
ditch, eighteen feet perpendicular; but the greater 
number lay hid under the parapet. At length day- 
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light appeared, when the French threw down their 
arms, and afked for quarters ; which was immedi¬ 
ately granted. The Englifn officers from the ram¬ 
part ordered them to afiemble in the interval be¬ 
tween the two walls, from whence they were con¬ 
ducted, in fmall bodies at a time, through the gate¬ 
way they had aflaulted. The French had 362 Euro¬ 
peans taken prifoners, 65 of whom were wounded : 
and ofthefe eight were officers; 37 were found kill¬ 
ed on the works ; and upwards of 70 were killed or 
difabled by leaping into the ditch. Thus ended 
the aflault of Trichinopoli, w'hich impaired the 
French force more than any other event fince the 
reduction of Seringham. Lieutenant Harrifon died 
foon after thefe important fervices, and was greatly 
regreted as a brave and prudent officer. 

The firing was heard by the out-guards at Coi- 
Jaddy, upon which major Lawrence immediately 
detached a party to reinforce the garrifon, and pre¬ 
pared to follow with the reft of the army ; but heavy 
rains prevented him from arriving before the 3d of 
December; while the enemy re-crofled the river, 
with the 8000 Maiflorean horfe. 

Had the Englilh been able to purfue their for¬ 
tune, their advantages would have been real: but, 
inrtead of it, their fuccefles were only a refpite, 
and they foon had the fame to go over again •, hav¬ 
ing, however, the confolation to think they had done 
all they could againft fo great a fuperiority. 

During thele tranfaClions to the fouth of the 
Coleroon, the Englifh arms had like wile gained 
fome fuccefles in the Carnatic. The French and 
their new Nabob had laid fiege to Trinomalee, 
the garrifon of which place fignalized themfelves by 
their frequent fillies, and were reinforced by 60 
Europeans and 500 fepoys from Madrafs and Arcot 
in September. This detachment found all the 
avenues blockaded, and concerted meafures with the 
L 4 governor, 
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governor, whofe name was Barkatoola, to favor their 
junction by making a vigorous fully, which was fuc- 
cefsfully executed, and the befiegers were entirely 
defeated, The general of the Neloor troops was 
killed ; and Huffan Allee, who commanded the 
French fepoys, was mortally wounded and taken 
prifoner. This lofs of their commanders ftruck the 
troops with fo much confternation, that they imme¬ 
diately raifed the fiege. 

Mahomed Comaul was one of thofe adven¬ 
turers who had fet up the ftandard of independency, 
and thereby alarmed the prefidency of Madrafs. He 
furprized the capital of Neloor, the north-eaft part 
of the Nabob’s dominions ; and then made prepa¬ 
rations to attack the pagoda cf Tripetti. This 
temple was fituated on the top of a mountain, 
about feventy miles north-eaft of Arcot, and was 
one of the moft famous in all the Deckan. The 
feaft of the God to whom it was dedicated was an¬ 
nually celebrated in September, and the offerings 
maue by the concourfe of pilgrims who arrived 
from all parts to affift at it, amounted to fo great 
a fum, that the bramins paid the government a 
yearly revenue of 60,000 pagodas, or 27,000 k 
fterling. This revenue was afligned by the Nabob 
to the Engliflas a reimburfement in part of the 
great expences chey had incurred during the war : 
and as neither the bramins, nor the pilgrims, were 
follicitous to whom this money was paid, it was the 
intention of Mahomed Comaul to get poffeflion of 
the pagoda before the feaft began. He was counter¬ 
acted by the prefidency of Madrafs, who fent enfign 
Holt with a detachment of 40 Europeans, 200 fe¬ 
poys, and three pieces of cannon, to defend the 
pagoda. When this party arrived near Tripetti, 
they were attacked by Mahomed Comaul, with 
4000 horfe and foot, who obliged enfign Holt to 
retreat: but the next day he was joined by fome of 

the 
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the Nabob’s forces, and proceeded again towards 
the pagoda. Mahomed Comaul met them on the 
plain, and a cannonade began, by which enfign 
Holt was killed. However, enfign Ogilby conti¬ 
nued the engagement, and a fhot from one of the 
field pieces killed the elephant of Mahomed Comaul, 
whofe army inftantly fled, before he had time to 
mount a horfe. He was taken prifoner, and car¬ 
ried to Nazeabulla Cawn, by whofe order he was 
inftantly beheaded ; which prevented further infur- 
rections in the Carnatic for fome time. 

The king of Tanjore refufed to quit his alliance 
with the Englilh, and the French fent 1500 Mo- 
rattoes to ravage his country in December. They 
plundered and burnt the country down to the fea- 
coaft •, but Monackjee attacked them with 3000 
horfe, and deftroyed the whole party. About 800 
Morattoes were killed, many others were wounded, 
and the reft taken prifoners. Monackjee ordered 
all the dead bodies to be hanged upon trees; and 
all the prifoners, even the wounded, to be impaled 
alive in fight of the high roads. 

M. Bussy, with his army, was ftill attending and 
fupporting Salabatzing, to the northward, as prince 
of the Deckan : but was thwarted in his defigns by 
Seid Lafcar Cawn, the duan or vizir, who held the 
poll of captain-general of the army under Nizam 
A 1 Muluck, and had accompanied Nazirzing into 
the Carnatic in that charafter. However, it was 
agreed, that the provinces of Muftaphanagar, Ya- 
lore, Rajamundrum, and Chickacole, fhould be 
given up to the French company in full fovereignty. 
This acquifition added to Mafulipatnam and the 
province of Condavir, which the French had al¬ 
ready obtained, rendered them matters of the fea- 
coaft of Coromandel and Orixa, in a regular line of 
600 miles from Medapilly to Jagernaut. 


Thes» 
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These countries were bounded by a large chain 
of mountains, which run almoft in the fame di¬ 
rection as the fea-coaft, and are in fome places about 
90 miles from it, although in others not more than 
thirty. They are covered with impenetrable forefts 
of bainboes •, and have five pafles in their whole ex¬ 
tent. The province of Condavir lies betweeen the 
river Krifina ar.d Gondegam, which enters the fea 
at Mcdapilly. The limits of the other four pro¬ 
vinces are not exadly afcertained: yet it appears, 
that Muftaphanagar joins to the north of Condavir ; 
that Yalore lies to the north-weft of Muftaphanagar; 
that Rajamundrum is bounded tothefouth by thefe 
two provinces ; and that Chickacole extends 250 
miles from the river Godaveri to the pagoda of 
Jagernaut. The revenues of thefe provinces were 
computed at 3,100,000 rupees; of Condavir at 
€80,000; and the dependencies of Mafulipatnam 
at 507,000; in all 4,287,000 rupees, equal to 
535,675!. fterling. So that thefe territories ren¬ 
dered the French mafters of the greateft dominion, 
both in extent and value, that had ever been pof- 
fefled by Europeans in the empire of Indoftan, not 
excepting the Fortugueze, when in the height of 
their profperity. Nor were commercial advantages 
wanting to enhance the value of thefe acquifitions; 
for the manufadlures of cloth proper for European 
markets were made in this part of the Deckan, of 
much better fabric, and at much cheaper rates, than 
in the Carnatic. La.ge forefts of teak-trees* grew 
in Rajamundrum, which was the only pare of the 
coaft that furnifhed this wood : and Chickacole 
abounded in grain, of which great quantities were 
exported every year to the Carnatic. 

The Mogul Hamet Shah, notwithftanding the 
appearance of vigor with which he afeended the 
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throne in 1748, foon fell into the fame indolence as 
charadterized all the fucceffors of Aurengzebe ; but 
he was now depofed, and this change was occa- 
fioned by the following event. The Mogul lent his 
bucklhee Shah Abadin Cawn*, who was the ne¬ 
phew of Salabatzing, to fupprefs an irruption of the 
Rajpootsf. He fucceeded in this expedition, which 
made the Mogul jealous he would dethrone him, 
and a fcheme was laid to put him to death •, but 
Shah Abadin Cawn returned to Delli, and feized 
the Mogul, whofe debaucheries made him a fcandal 
to the throne. The bucklhee affembied the Omrahs, 
and placed on the throne Allum Geer, a near rela¬ 
tion to the late Mogul: and the depofed prince, 
according to the cruel policy of their government, 
was deprived of his fight by palling a red-hot iron 
before his eyes. Shah Abadin then declared him- 
felf vizir to the new Mogul, whom he buffered to 
interfere very little in the adminiftration ■, and'find¬ 
ing that great diforders had been introduced in the 
provinces near the capital, he determined to reform 
thefe before he extended his views farther. In this 
refutation he diflembled his refentment againft Sala¬ 
batzing for the murder of his father, and pretended 
to be 'v ell fatisficd that the $oub..i"'arlhip of the 
DecK.au fhould remain under the government of 
his unde. 

Mr. Saunders had been at the head of the Eng- 
lifh prefidency ever fince the death of Nazirzing, 
and convinced by that event of the ambitious 
fchemes formed by M. Dupleix, determined to 
oppoie them to the utmoft of his llrength, notwith- 
ilanding he had no inllruclions from the company 
to engage in holfilities. The two governors had 
carried on a lharp controverfy by letters a confider- 
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able time and at la it it was agreed to hold a con- 
grefs at Sadrafs, a Dutch fettlement between Ma- 
drafs and Pondicherry. 

The Englilh deputies were Mr. Palk and Mr. 
Vanfittart: thofe for the French were the father 
Lavaur, fuperior of the jefuits, and Meffieurs de 
Kerjean and Bauffet. They met on the 3d of Janu¬ 
ary 1754; and the two governors fuperintended 
their proceedings by letters, which were no more 
than twelve hours in coming from Pondicherry, and 
only fix from Madrafs. The Englilh deputies 
opened the conference by propofing as the bafis of 
the negotiation, that Mahomed AlleeCawn fliould be 
acknowleged Nabob of the Carnatic; and that the 
king of Tanjore (hould be guaranteed in the peace¬ 
able pollefllon of his kingdom. The French pro- 
poled the acknowledgment of Salabatzing as Sou- 
bahdar of the Deckan, and the immediate releafe of 
the French prifoners taken during the war: in re¬ 
turn for which, the Englilh were to be exempted 
from the ground-rent of Madrafs, and were to keep 
poffellior. of the country of Ponamalee, and fome 
eftablifhment was to be made for Mahomed Allee 
after his difference with the Maifforean was fettled 
concerning Trichinopoli. It was impoffible to have 
made propofals more diredtly oppofite •, for by ac¬ 
knowledging Salabatzing without reftriftions, the 
French would become ablolute over the Englilh in 
the Carnatic •, as they would of the French, if Ma¬ 
homed Allee was acknowledged; fo that each fide 
required of the other to give up every thing before 
they had well begun to treat of any thing. How¬ 
ever, the bufinefs did not flop, and the French de¬ 
puties produced feven patents, which they called their 
authorities for interfering as they had done in the 
affairs of the Mogul government, and for making 
the prefent demands. Two of thefe patents were from 
Muzapherzing ; one appointing M. Dupleix com¬ 
mander 
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mander in all the countries from the river Kriftna 
to the fea; the other confirming Chunda Saib go¬ 
vernor of the Carnatic two others ratifying the 
former : another giving the countries of Arcot and 
Trichinopoli to M. Dupleix after the death of Chun¬ 
da Saib ; the other appointing Mortiz Allee of Ne- 
loor lieutenant under M. Dupleix in thefe countries: 
the laft piece was a letter from the Great Mogul, 
confirming all that Salabatzing had done in favor of 
M. Dupleix and his allies. They delivered copies 
of thefe patents to be fcrutinized by the Englifh de¬ 
puties, who afierted their authority under patents 
from Nazirzing, Gazi Odin Cawn, and the Great 
Mogul, appointing Mahomed Allee, Nabob of the 
Carnatic ; which was another flat contradiction, and 
of fuch a nature, as could not be adjufted without 
fending the deputies to Belli: the Englifli deputies 
came clofe to the point, and propofed, that the 
Englifh and French fhould be put in pofTeffion of 
lands of equal value in fuch different parts of the 
province as might prevent future difputes; that the 
commerce of the two companies in the Carnatic 
fhould be eftablifhed on equal terms of advantage j 
that fecurity fhould be given to the Maifforeans for 
fuch a fum of money, as upon an equitable adjuft- 
ment of their accounts might appear to be due to 
them •, that a penfion fhould be afligned to Raja 
Saib, thefon of Chunda Saib-, and that the French 
prifoners fhould be releafed ; provided M. Dupleix 
would acknowledge Mahomed Allee Cawn Nabob 
of the Carnatic. 

These propofals left the French fuperior by the 
whole of their pofleflions to the north, which were 
of much greater value than what the Englifh would 
have been content to take, fubject to an equality 
with them in the Carnatic: a moderation which 
would have been inconfiflent with the continual 
fuccefs of the Englifh arms, if the cxpences of the 

war 
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war had not already greatly hurt the commercial in- 
terefts of the Eaft India company, reftrained by 
their charter from enlarging their capital. The 
French rejedled this propofal, and infilled ftrenu- 
oully on the validity of their titles : but while they 
were explaining the various events which had led 
their nation to the acquifition of fuch important pre¬ 
rogatives, the Englilh deputies difcovered, that the 
Mogul’s letter to M. Dupieix wanted the ufual fig- 
nature, which is a feal engraved with his name and 
titles, and ftamped with ink at the head of the 
patent. They alfo obferved, that the feal impreffed 
on the wax, which had fecured the cover of the let¬ 
ter, appeared by the date to be thirty-three years 
old, and confequently belonged to a former em¬ 
peror. The French perfifted to defend the au¬ 
thenticity of their papers; and the Englilh were 
convinced the whole Was a forgery ; which broke 
up the conference eleven days after it began, and 
left both fides more exafperated than ever. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

The Campaign of 1754. — Reflexions on the War 
in India. Negociations to terminate it in Europe. 

. . Military actions in the kingdom of Trichino- 

poli. The English Convoy cut off. Proceed¬ 
ings of the Maissoreans and Morattoes. Cap¬ 
tain Caillaud defeats the French, who invade 
Tondeman’s country , and the kingdom of Tan- 
jore. The Englifh follow them , and return to 
Trichinopoli. Morarow returns into his own 
country with the Morattoes: fame account of them. 
Major Lawrence repulfes the French under M. 
M aissin: enters Trichinopoli, and finiflees the 
Camp a gn,—Other trzrfaclicns in the Carnatic, 

and Golcokda. - M. Godfheu fuperfedes M. 

Duple ix; and agrees upon a ceffation of arms 
with governor Saunders. Admiral Watson, com¬ 
modore Pococke, and Colonel Aldercron arrive 
at Madrass. A Provision al Treaty, and a 
Treaty of Truce, concluded between the Eng¬ 
lifh and French. Remarks thereon, and on M. 
Dupleix. The Er.glifn and French governors fettle 
the peace of India, and return to Europe. 

I T is but a fmall part of India where the Englifh 
company have forts, and chat only in the neigh¬ 
bourhood of Indollan; as Bombay, the coafts of 
Malabar and Coromandel, Bengal, Bencoolen, in 
the ifiand of Sumatra, and lomc other fmall forts, 
befides the ifiand of St. Helena. When a war hap¬ 
pens there, tire Biitiih nation muft be at the expence 
of fending fleets and troops upon extraordinary oc- 
cafions; for a trading company fhould not be turn¬ 
ed into a military one. 

A war was carried cn in that country for almoft 
four years with various fucccls; in which the French 

afted 



160 AVOYAGE TO 

afted as auxiliaries on one fide, and the Englifh as 
auxiliaries to the other. On the Englifh fide, their 
merchants, writers, and all the factors took up 
arms to defend their properties. They were not 
curbed by the mutiny and defertion aft; yet they 
beat the French, and the vaft armies of their allies. 
The French company had their troops fent over by 
the king, who might be at the expence of main¬ 
taining them; but they were kept up in the name 
of the company; becaufe it is impoffible ever to 
treat in the name of the crown with any of thofe 
eaftern princes, who are haughty even to a degree 
of ridicule. The Englifh company fent over Swifs 
recruits to that country, which difgufted the Eng¬ 
lifh foldiers; and it was fo natural to fuppofe that 
fome of them would defert to the French, that when 
M. Dupleix heard of it, he faid, “ he was very 
much obliged to the Englifh company, for fending 
over recruits for the troops under his command.” 

The ftock of the Englifh company, in 1753, con¬ 
fided of 3,200,0001. upon which they divided eight 
per cent, and the government paid them three per 
cent, upon that 3,200,000 1 . It then was obferved, 
that the war in India was firft occafioned by the 
Englifh company’s rejefting the offers of neutrality 
made by the French, with refpeft to that country, 
and that it had been continued by the government 
four years, at the expence of more than a million 
of money, eight large fhips of war, and many va¬ 
luable lives, upon a fuppofition that the trade, un¬ 
der an exclufive charter, was gainful both to indi¬ 
viduals and the public. This fuppofition was dif- 
proved in an account, whereby it appeared, that the 
payment of eight per cent, on the trade, during 
the years 1752 and 1753, produced a deficiency of 
254,300k This lofs muff at laft be fuftained by 
every individual, as time muff rather increafe than 
diminifh it j for it was faid, there was annually a 

lofs 
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lofs to the public of 660,000 1. by the exportation 
of that value in bullion, for which England receiv¬ 
ed nothing in return, that was either necefiary to 
life, or could employ its manufadtures. 

The difpute between the Englifh and French 
Eaft India companies, became the objedt of mini- 
fterial confideration in Europe. The diredtors of 
the Englifh company made reprefentations to their 
miniftry, on the hoftilities in which they were in¬ 
volved on the coaft of Coromandel, and follicited 
the fupport of the government, either to terminate 
or carry on a war, which their own refources were 
unable to continue againft the French company, 
ftrongly fupported by the adminillration of France. 
The Britifh miniftry foon perceived the neceffity of 
interfering vigorously to ftop the ambitious projedts 
of M. Dupleix, and began a negotiation with the 
French miniftry on the fubjedt. Monfieur Duve- 
laer, a director of the French company, together 
with his brother the count de Lude, who had both 
of them refided many years in India, were deputed 
from Paris, to treat with the miniftry in London, 
and had frequent conferences with the earl of Hol- 
dernefle, at that time one of the fecretaries of ftate, 
who acquired an extenfive knowledge of the lubjedt, 
however intricate and little underflood. His Britan¬ 
nic majefty ordered a fquadron of his fhips to be 
equipped, and one of his regiments to embark, for 
the Eaft Indies. This convinced the French ad- 
miniftration, that a perfeverance in their fchemes 
of making conquefts, and obtaining dominions in 
Indoftan, would foon involve the two nations in a 
general war, for which the French were unprepared: 
therefore, they coniented, that the difputes of the 
two companies fhould be adjufted by commiffaiies 
in India, on a footing of equality ; without any re¬ 
gard to the advantages which either the one or the 
other might be polTefled when the treaty fhould be 

Vol. II. M concluded. 
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concluded. The French miniftry were convinced, 
that M. Dup’eix was an improper perfon to be 
trufted with i'uch a commiffion, and they took the 
refolution of removing him from the government 
of Pondicherry, which was conferred on M. Gode- 
heu, a director of the French company, who was 
fully empowered to treat with governor Saunders 
on the terms of pacification. 

As commodore Barnet* was fent with a fquadron 
in 1744, to afUlt the Englifh company in their 
Indian fettlements fo rear-admiral Watfon and 
commodore Pococke were now fent there with a 
fquadron of five fliips of the line, one frigate 
and a floop, which failed from Corke in Ireland, 
with colonel Aldercron’s regiment of foot on board, 
in March 1754; and the whole fquadron arrived at 
Fort St. David in O&ober following, when a refla¬ 
tion of arms was agreed upon between the Englifh 
and French. 

The French feized the advantage when they 
broke up the congrefs at Sadrafs, and renewed 
hoftiiities at Trichinopoli, where the number of 
French prifoners obliged major Lawrence to aug¬ 
ment the garrifon to 300 Europeans and 1500 fe- 
poys; 150 of the battalion alfo remained fick in the 
hofpital fo that the whole force with which he 
kept the field was no more than 600 Europeans, 
including the artillery men, and iSoofepoys. The 
French battalion was now equal to the Englifh; be- 


•* See the Introduction to this Vol. p. XX. 

4 Ships. Guns. 

Kent, - 72 Rear Admiral Watfon, and capt. Speke. 

Cumberland, 66 Commodore Pococke,and capt.Harrifon. 

Eagle, 60 Captain, 

Tyger, - - 60 Captain Latham. 

SaP‘bury, - 50 Captain Knowles. 

Ex.dgewater, 24 Captain Martin. 

Kifig-£lher-floop,i4 Captain Smith. 
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Tides, they had four companies of Topaffes, each of 
100 men, diftinct from their battalion : they had 
alfo 6000 fepoys, and the Maifforeans and Murat- 
toes remained as before, with little alteration in 
their numbers. But notwithftanc.ing this fuperi- 
ority, the French would not venture to quit the 
ifland, and encamp to the fouth'of the Cavery. 

The plain of Trichinopoli having, been fo long 
the feat of war, fcarce a tree was left (landing for 
feveral miles round the city ; and the Englifh de¬ 
tachments were obliged to march five or iix miles 
to get firewood. Their provifions came chiefly 
from the Tanjore country; but the merchants 
would not venture nearer than Tricarapolly, a fort 
eighteen miles eall of Trichinopoli, from whence 
they were efcorted to the camp. The detachments 
fent on thefe Cervices were feldom lefs than 150 Eu¬ 
ropeans and 500 fepoys ; who had fafely efcorted 
feven convoys from the beginning of January to 
the middle of February 1754; at which time a 
convoy was in readinefs, much larger than any of 
the former. It confided of a great quantity of mi¬ 
litary (lores, as well as provifions, the carriage of 
which required 3000 oxen. The efcort was there¬ 
fore made ilronger than ufual, and was compofed 
of two captains, fix officers, and 787 men rank 
and file, with four pieces of cannon, and 800 fe¬ 
poys. They were lurrounded and attacked on 
their march from Kelly Cotah *, on the 15th of 
February, by 400 Europeans, 6000 fepoys, and 
12,000 horfe, Morattoes and Maifloreans, with (e- 
ven pieces of cannon. The Morattoes were com¬ 
manded by Morarow and Jnnis Cawn, who galloped 
up at full (peed, and inftantly charged every part 
of the line ; (ome pufning on to the intervals which 
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feparated the different platoons, and then falling on 
them in flank, while others attacked them in front. 
The charge was fo fudden and impetuous, that few 
of the Englifh troops had time to give more than a 
Angle difcharge; while moft of the fepoys threw 
down their arms and fled. The bullocks were ter¬ 
rified by the tumult, which they increafed by pufh- 
ing on all fides to get away, fometimes againft the 
enemy, at others upon the efcort. However, the 
Englifh foldiers made an irregular refiftance, every 
man trufting only to himfelf, refolved to fell his 
life as dear as poffible. This was continued until 
the French troops came up, who obliged the Mo- 
rattoes to retire, and offered the Englifh quarter, 
which was accepted. In this unhappy affair 53 
men were killed, 134 were taken prifoners, and 
100 of them were wounded. Of the eight officers, 
four were killed, and three wounded, only one 
efcaping. Lieutenant Revel, who ferved at the 
defence of Arcot, commanded the artillery in this 
aftion j he faw the day was loft,and the enemy ready 
to feize the cannon •, fo that he fuffered himfelf 
to be cut down without making reffiffance, rather 
than quit the work in which he was employed, of 
fpiking up one of the field pieces. 

Four cannon, and about 7000 1 . in money, with 
all their convoy, provifions, and military ltores, 
fell into the hands of the enemy, who returned with 
their booty and their prifoners to the ifland. 1 hey 
foon after fee the fepoys at liberty, who returned to 
the Englifh camp : the French alfo permitted the 
furviving Englifh officers to depart on their parole, 
which v/as taken in the name of Salabatzing. The 
garrifon of Elimiferum, as foon as they heard the 
firing, marched to fecure the village of Cootaparah, 
that the convoy might take poft in it: but before 
they could arrive all was loft. 


Major 
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Major Lawrence thought this was a moft heavy 
ftroke upon his brave handful of men, above a third, 
and his beft troops ; for among them were that 
gallant company of grenadiers, who had always be- 
fiaved fo well on every occafion, where bravery and 
refolution were to be Ibewn •, and who may be faid, 
without exaggeration, to have rendered more fer- 
vice than the fame number of troops belonging to 
any nation at this time in the world. 

The prefidency of Madrafs foon heard of this 
misfortune, and lent a detachment of 180 men, un¬ 
der the command of captain Pigcu, to Devi Cottah, 
by fea: but major Lawrence was convinced, that 
this party was not ftrong enough to march to the 
camp and dreading to leave the city expofed to 
another aflault by moving to join them, he ordered 
captain Pigou to wait at Devi Cottah until he was 
reinforced by fome fuccors expected from Arcot 
under the command of Maphuze Cav.n, the Na¬ 
bob’s elder brother, who had been releafed by the 
French, and had collected a body of zoco horfe and 
as many Peons to join his brother. 

In the mean time- major Lawrence was deter¬ 
mined to maintain his ground on the plain, not- 
withftanding he had only 400 Europeans in the 
field. The fmallnefs of this number made it im- 
poffible to bring provifions from fuch a diftance as 
the Tanjore country ; whofe king difcouraged his 
merchants from fuuplying the Englifn, becaufe he 
thought their late misfortune would obl ge them to 
retire from Trichinopoli. The major therefore re- 
prefentedto the prefidency of Madrafs, the necefiity 
of recovering the king of Tanjore to the intereft of 
the Nabob ; and Mr. Palk, who had, during his 
former refidence at Tanjore, made bimlelf accept¬ 
able to the king, was lent there again in the mid¬ 
dle of April. He now found the king difficult of 
fcccels, and more than ever under the influence of 
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his minilTer Succojee, who was carrying on a treaty 
with the Maiflbreans, and had prevailed on his 
mafter to imprifon Monackjee, under pretence that 
he had not accounted regularly for the monies iflfued 
for the expences of the army. The reprefentations 
made by Mr. Palk, prevented the king from con¬ 
cluding the treaty with the Maiflbreans ; but did 
not induce him to fend his troops to Trichinopoli. 

About this time, the Maifibrean general detached 
iooo horfe, and as many fepoys, to his own coun¬ 
try, which Balazarow had entered and plundered 
with his Morattoes: but Nanderauze was foon af¬ 
ter reinforced by 2000 Morattoes, under the com¬ 
mand of Morarow’s biother. Even this reinforce¬ 
ment could not induce the enemy to quit the ifiand, 
and encamp on the plain ; although it was evident, 
that this meafure would inevitably oblige the Eng¬ 
lish either to bring cn a general action, or retire. 

In thefe cucumfiances, it was riifcovered that the 
Englifh army had for l'ome time been expofed to 
the danger of treachery, from a perion in whom 
major Lawrence had been obliged to repofe the ut- 
molt confidence. This was Po.oiapah, the princi¬ 
pal linguilt, who had an averfion to Mahomed 
IfTcuf, the chief commander of the Engiilh fepoys. 
This officer was an excellent partizan, and was bred 
up under captain Clive : he was brave and refolute 
in attempts, but cool and cautious in abtion : he 
conftantly procured intelligence of the enemy’s mo¬ 
tions ; and, having a perfebl knowledge of the 
country, planned the marches of the convoys fo 
well, that by frequently changing the roads, and 
the times of bringing the provifions out of tine 
woods, not one of them was intercepted for fix 
weeks. However, the enemy got intelligence that 
the magazines were kept at Killancre, and fent 
a party to attack that place •, but they were repulfed 
by the fepoys ftationed there. The Maifiorean ge¬ 
neral 
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neral prevailed on Poniapah to charge Mahomed 
Iffouf with a defign to affift in delivering up the 
town : but the villainy was detected, and Poniapah 
was blown off from the mouth of a cannon. This 
complicated treachery fhews to what dangers the 
affairs of Europeans in Indoltan may be expofed, 
by not having perfons of their own nation fufficis.nt- 
ly mailers of the country languages, to ferve inilead 
ot the natives as interpieters. 

Morarow demanded his arrears of Nanderauze, 
and withdrew his forces from Seringham. He en¬ 
camped with them, on the nth of May, to the 
north of the Coleroon, and declared, he would not 
return before the money was paid. 

The next day, a party of 120 Europeans, and 
500 fepoys, with two field pieces, under the com¬ 
mand of captain Caillaud, inarched from the camp 
at four in the morning •, intending to wait about 
two miles to the fouth of the Sugar-loaf Rock, for 
a convoy of provilions which was ordered to ad¬ 
vance out of the. woods. The poll in which the 
party were to hale, had formerly been one of thofe 
refervoirs of water called Tanks, which occur fo 
frequently in the dry plains of this country, where 
that element is procured with fo much difficulty. 
Thefe Tanks are generally dug iquare, the fides of 
fome being 500 feet long, and of others not more 
than 100: with the earth taken out is formed a 
mound, which indoles the Tank at the difiance of 
forty feet from the water. The Tank in which the 
party intended to take poll was choaked up ; but 
the mound remained. The advanced guard was 
Commanded by Mahomed Iffouf, who difcoveied 
the enemy as they lay in wait to intercept the con¬ 
voy ; upon which, captain Caillaud determined to 
attack them. 

The day was juft beginning to dawn, and the 
troops were formed in one line j the fepoys on the 
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right, and the Europeans on the left: the fepoys 
attacked the enemy on the right, while the Euro¬ 
pean? fell on the left flank. The charge was vigo- 
roufly made-, and the enemy abandoned the Tank, 
of which the Englilh immediately took pofteftion, 
and foon m (covered the numbers of the enemy, who 
were 250 Europeans, with four cannon, 1000 fe¬ 
poys, and 4000 Maiflorean horfe, who divided in 
two bodies, one on each fide of the Tank, and 
began a fmart cannonade, which was brifkly re¬ 
turned. 

Major Lawrence was then fo much indifpofed, 
that he had the day before been obliged to go into 
the city ; and captain Poiier commanded in his ab- 
fence, who no foo.ner heard the firing, than he 
inarched with the reft of the army to fupport the 
detachment. The reft of the enemy’s army crofted 
the Cavery at the fame time, and when the whole 
joined, their numbers were 700 Europeans, 50 
dragoons, 5000 fepoys, and 10,000 horfe, with 
feven cannon. The Englifh army was compofed of 
only 360 men in battalion, 11 troopers, and 1500 
fepoys: however, the men were not difmayed, and 
prepared with great alacrity to fight their way back 
to the camp. The French formed together within 
cannon-fhot to the right of the Tank, and their 
line extended a great way beyond it towards the 
city. The Englifh defiled firft out of the Tank 
into the plain, marching enw-ard in a column, ready 
to face the enemy : the fepoys followed in a line, 
which terminated in a right angle w:th the rear of 
the battalion, and extended to the left of it. The 
French fired their cannon ; bur the Englifh proceeded- 
without halting to another Tank, about a mile 
from that which they had quitted. Flere captain 
Poiier was wounded, and gave up the command to 
captain Caillaud. 


The 
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The enemy now Teemed determined to let the 
Englifh efcape no farther, and threatened a general 
affault on the Tank •, for their fepoys and cavalry 
drew up on three Tides of it, while the French 
menaced the other. The three Englifh field pieces 
were brafs fix-pounders, capable of difcharging a 
great quantity of grape-fhot; and the artillery 
men, with their ufual calmnefs and dexterity, fired- 
them fo well as the French battalion advanced, 
that they (truck down near 100 men in a few mi¬ 
nutes •, upon which their line halted, irrefolute for 
fome time whether to proceed or retreat: at 1 aft 
they gave way, when the lucky minute was im¬ 
proved, by the Englifh advancing and giving them 
a fire, which completed what the cannon had be¬ 
gan. The fepoys and Mailforean cavalry had been 
kept at bay by the Englifh fepoys ; but when they 
faw the French retreat, they followed, and the 
whole returned together by Weycondah to Sering- 
ham •, while the Englifh, contented with tins un- 
expedted fuccefs, did not purfue, but continued 
their march quietly to the camp. They had fix 
officers wounded out of nine, 59 private men killed 
and wounded, and about 200 fepoys: but the ene¬ 
my’s lofs was much more confiderable, having 
near 200 of their battalion, and 300 fepoys, killed 
or wounded. 

The convoy arrived the fame night in the camp, 
•which was in fuch want of provifions, that if the 
enemy had only taken the refolution of encamping 
near the ground where they had fought, the Englifh 
army would have been obliged to decamp and 
march to Tanjore. 

The enemv were afraid to attack the Englifh 
camp •, but, the fecond night after the engagement, 
M. Maiffin, with all his Europeans, 3000 fepoys, 
and 2000 horfe, penetrated into the country fub- 
ject to the Polygar Tondeman, whofe people were 
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alarmed, and removed their effe&s into the thickeft 
parts of their woods, where it was impoflible to 
follow them. The enemy found nothing but defo¬ 
late villages to burn, except at Killanore, where 
they difperfed the Englilh l'epoys from that poft, 
and took about 300 bags of rice. From thence 
they marched into the Tanjore country, and ap¬ 
peared before Kelly Cottah, which furrendered on 
the fecond day. 

Major Lawrence immediately prepared to march 
towards Tanjore, that he might avail himfelf of the 
firft impreflion which theie hostilities might make 
upon the king. The guards at Elimiferum and 
the other out-pofts were drawn off: 100 of the bat¬ 
talion were fent into the city to augment the garri- 
fon to 400 Europeans; and the reft of the army 
fet out the 23d. at two in the morning, proceeding 
through Tondeman’s woods. Orders were alfo 
fent for the reinforcement at Devi Cottah to join the 
army at Tanjore. That detachment deterred the 
French garrilon at Chdambrum from committing 
any hoftilities, and preferved Palam Cottah : but 
the Englifh, in marching back from thence, were 
attacked by the French, who killed fome, and 
made prifoners of others, as they crofted the Cole- 
roon. 

Major Lawrence purfued his march through 
the woods, and was met by the Polygar Tondeman, 
who exprefifed the ftrongeft fidelity to the Englilh 
and their allies. The king of Tanjore alfo fent an 
exprefs to haften the major’s march, for the enemy 
having taken Coiladdy, cut through the great bank, 
which may be called the bulwark of the fertility of 
this country, as it prevents the waters of the Cavery 
from running into the channel of the Coleroon. 
The king fent his uncle Gauderow, with 1500 
horfe to Tricatopoly, where he was attacked by 
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Morarow at the head of 3000 of his bed troops, 
who fell at day-break fo furioully on the Tanjorines, 
that only 300 with their general efcaped; the others 
being all killed or taken prifoners. 

Two days after this defeat, the Englifh army ar¬ 
rived at Tanjore, where they were joined by the 
detachment from Devi Cottah, of 150 Europeans, 
and 500 fepoys, under the command of captain 
Pigou. Major Lawrence prevailed on the king to 
baaifh Succojee from his prefence and councils ; and 
not only to reinftate Monackjee in the command of 
the army, but alio to appoint him prime minifter. 
This change was very ellential to the intereft of the 
Nabob •, and Monackjee immediately began to levy 
new troops : bat as it required fome time to colledfc 
them, major Lawrence requefted the prefidency to 
haften the junction of Maphuze Cawn, and of the 
reinforcements which were arrived at Madrafs from 
Bombay and Europe; fo that the whole mighc 
march from Tanjore to Trichinopoli in one body. 

Accordingly a detachment of 400 men in bat¬ 
talion, half Europeans and half Topafies, together 
with 500 fepoys, marched to join Maphuze Cawn 
at Conjeveram, and from thence to proceed with 
him to Tanjore : but he would not march till the 
Englifh prefidency agreed to pay him 100,000 ru¬ 
pees, or 12,500 k fterling. About the fame time 
Morarow received 300,000 rupees, or 37,500 k 
fterling, from the Nabob and the king of Tanjore, 
on condition that he would return into his own 
country, and never more be an enemy againft them 
or the Englifh. He alio extorted 50,000 rupees 
from Nanderauze, and then marched with all his 
troops ro Volconda, left the province in rhe begin¬ 
ning of July, and went to his own country, which 
lies about 100 miles north-eaft from Arrot. Here 
Morarow, after he iurrendered Trichinopoli to 
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Nizam A 1 Muluck in 1741*, was permitted to 
ered a principality, dependant on the Soubahdarof 
the Deckan, but independant of his own nation. 
He foon made himfeif refpeded and revered by his 
neighbors, inlifting none of his countrymen but 
fuch as were of approved valor, whom he treated 
Jo well, that the whole army feemed as one family. 
The choice he made of his officers ftill more dif- 
covered his capacity; for there was not a com¬ 
mander of too horfe, who was not fit to lead an 
army: fo that this body of troops were the bell 
foldiers of native Indians throughout all the empire 
at this time. Befides the qualities common to the 
reft of the Morattoe nation f, fuch as adivity, 
ftratagem, great dexterity in the management of 
their horfes and fabres, they had by their conflids 
againft Europeans almoft furmounted the terror of 
fire-arms, although oppofed to them with the 
fteadieft difcipline ; and were even capable of ltand- 
ing againft the vivacity of a cannonade from field 
pieces; though this terrible annoyance was feldom 
made ufe of in India before the prefent war, and 
continued to ftrike all other Indian troops with as 
much terror, as their anceftors felt when regular 
mufketry was firft employed againft them. 

The garrifon of Trichinopoii had their convoys 
from the woods greatly incommoded by the French 
and Maiflbreans, who crofted the Cavery, and en¬ 
camped on the plain, between Elimiferum and the 
Five Rocks. Major Lawrence was anxious to re¬ 
turn, and prefied Monackjee to march : but few of 
the Indian generals have any notion of the value of 
time in military operations ; and Monackjee found 
fuch difficulties in recruiting his cavalry, that he de- 


* See the Introduction to this volume, p. xv. xvi. 
t Ibid. p. x. 
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dared he could not be ready before the end of 
July. 

Major Lawrence and the Nabob marched with 
the Englilh troops from Tanjore on the 2 2d, and 
encamped at Atchempettah, a town in the woods 
belonging to the Colleries, about twelve miles weft 
from Tanjore; and five days after he was joined by 
the Tanjorine forces under Monackjee, who now 
declared, that his troops would be greatly diflatisfied 
if they proceeded any farther before Maphuze 
Cawn arrived with his reinforcement; which obliged 
the Nabob to wait for thofe troops. 

Maphuze Cawn was advanced no farther than 
Fort St. David •, and major Lawrence ordered the 
detachment of Europeans to march without him : 
they marched under the command of captain Forbes, 
and arrived at Atchempettah on the 14th of Au- 
guft ; the next day the whole army was reviewed, 
in prefence of the Nabob and Monackjee. The 
Enghlh troops confifted of 1200 men in battalion, 
part of them Topaftes, with 3000 fepoys, and 14 
cannon : the Ta.ijoreans were 250ohorle, and 3000 
foot, moftly armed with niuflcets •, but they aMb 
had fome pieces cf cannon: the Nabob had only 
his guard of firty horfe. They marched through the 
woods on ihe 16th, and the next day entered the 
plain abuut a mile to the fouth-eaft of Elimiferum, 
intending to pafs between the Sugar-loaf and the 
French Rock. M. Maifim was informed of their 
approach, and marched from his camp at the Five 
Rocks, to oppofe their pafiage. 

The Engirfh army advanced clofe by Elimife¬ 
rum in a ui-edl line from thence to the city, and 
palled a bank which might have been advantage¬ 
ous lo the enemy ; alter which they halted, and 
formed in two lines, extending obliquely between 
the Sugar l al and the French Rock. The firft line 
was compuled entirely of tire Engiifh troops; the 
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battalion with the field-pieces in the center, and the 
fepoys on each wing: in the fecond line was the 
baggage, accompanied by the Tanjorine cavalry 
ana Peons; with tne rear-guard cf ioo Europeans, 
and 400 iepoys. In this order they waited for the 
enemy, who were drawn up in a line parallel to 
them, at about the diftance of a mile. Their bat¬ 
talion was reinforced the preceding night with 
200 men, fo that it confided of 900 Europeans and 
400 Topafies, who with their fepoys were on the 
right near the Sugar-loaf Rock : the Maiffore ca¬ 
valry, about 10,000, extended fo far to the left, 
that many of them were drawn up to the weftward 
of the city. A cannonade began on both fides : but 
the Englilh fire was fuperior, and ftruck down above 
fifty of the French battalion in a few rounds ; upon 
which they retreated towards their camp at the Five 
Rocks, in the fame order as they advanced. Major 
Lawrence would have purlued them ; but the 
.-Maifforeans had attacked his rear, and took off 
fome of the convoy. He prevented the bad con- 
fcquences that might have happened ; after which 
his army continued their march, and encamped near 
the walls to (he fouth of the city. The Eng- 
liffi had eight men killed by the cannonade, and 
among them captain Pigou, an officer well belov¬ 
ed, and greatly lamented. About too of the French 
battalion were killed or w'ounded : but the irrefolu- 
tion and faintnefs of their behaviour w r as not im¬ 
puted fo much to want of courage, as to orders, 
which it was fuppoled their commander had re¬ 
ceived, to avoid a general engagement. 

Major Lawrence entered Trichinopoli, to the 
great joy of the garrifon, who began to want pro- 
vifions. He moved, on the 20th, to the Facquire’s 
Tope ; upon which, the enemy let fire to their camp, 
and retreated toSeringham Elimiferum was taken, 
and garrifoned by 200 Englilh fepoys ; after which, 
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Monackjee was detached with the Tanjorine troops, 
accompanied by 220 Europeans, and 600 fepoys, 
with two cannon, under the command of captain 
Jofeph Smith, to Coiladdy, to protect the Coolies, 
employed there in repairing the great bank which 
the enemy had ruined about three months before. 
The rainy feafon was now fet in, and major Law¬ 
rence diftributed the reft of his troops in canton¬ 
ments in Warriore pagodas, fomewhat weft of the 
city, on the 13th of September. 

The two armies at Trichinopoli were in expec¬ 
tation of a fufpenfion of arms, and attempted no¬ 
thing remarkable againft each other after the 
French retreated to Seringham. Few difturbances 
happened in other parts of the provinces, fince Ma- 
phuze Cawn had marched from Conjeverarn to 
Fort St. David, where he ftill remained, i he Phouf- 
dar of Veloor offered to acknowledge Mahomed 
Allee Cawn ; upon which the prefidency of Madrafs 
gave him their protection fo long as he ft bmitted 
to the Nabob; and Abdulwahab Cawn made a 
treaty with him upon the fame condition. 

It was with fome difficulty that the French efta- 
blifhed themfelves in the four northern provinces 
ceded to them by Salabatzing. They were oppofed 
by Jaffier Allee Cawn and Vizeramrauze ; the one 
a Nabob, and the other a Raja, who entered into 
a league, and agreed to refill the French with all 
their force. Their treaty was loon cliffblved, and 
Jaffier Allee took refuge with Ragogi Boniala the 
Morattoe general, who entered fome of the pro¬ 
vinces in difpute with 20,coo horfe, and defeated 
the Raja, who fied to Mafulipatnam for protection 
from the French. The Morattoes b..rnt the Dutch 
factory at Bimlapatnam, in which they fou..d fe- 
veral chefts of treafure : but they offeree no violence 
to the Englith factory of Vizagapacnam, 
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In July, M. Bully came from Golconda to Ma- 
fulipatnam, from whence he went to the city of 
Rajamandrum, and fettled the government of his 
new acquifitions, in which he met with no farther 
obftruchon irom the Morattoes, whodeferted Jaffeir 
Allee, and he made his fubmiffion to Salabatzing. 

M, Godeheu arrived at Pondicherry, on the 2d 
of Auguft, with the appointment of commiffary- 
general and governor general of all the French 
feltlements. He proclaimed his commiffion, and 
aflumed the adminiftration of the governments 
which M. Dupleix refigned to him with an appear¬ 
ance of compofure and ferenity, and was treated by 
his fuccefior with all imaginable refpedt. He was 
permitted to continue the exhibition of thofe marks 
of Moorifh dignity, which both Muzapherzing and 
Salabatzing had granted him to difplay, when they 
appointed him Nabob : thefe were of various flags 
and enfigns, inftruments of military mufic, parti¬ 
cular ornaments for his palankeen, and a rich 
Moorifh drefs, in which equipage he went to dine 
with the new governor on the feafl: of St. Louis. 

M. Godeheu immediately acquainted governor 
Saunders of the intentions of the French India 
company; and fent back to Madrafs the company 
of Swifs foldiers which M. Dupleix had made pri- 
foners at fea the year before. The two governors 
entered into a correfpondence, and both feemed de- 
firous of agreeing to a fufpenfion of arms; which 
was negociated with fpirit, and concluded with 
cordiality. 

Admiral Watfon foon after arrived with his 
fquadron at Madrafs, where he landed the 49th re¬ 
giment of 700 men, commanded by colonel Alder- 
cron-, with forty of the king’s artillery men, and 
200 recruits for the company’s troops. The French 
had alfo received 1200 men, half of which were 
huflars, under the command of colonel Fitfcher, a 

German 
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German Parcizan: but the reft were only raw re¬ 
cruits. Both fides were now able to bring into the 
field an equal force of about 2000 Europeans: but 
the Englifh troops were much fuperior in quality 
to the french, who were fenfible of this difparity ; 
and at the fame time dreading the advantages which 
the Englilh might derive from their fquadron, the 
French governor fhewed a moderation in his pro- 
pofals lufficient to induce Mr. Saunders to agree to 
a ceflation of arms, befoie the terms of the treaty 
were adjufted. 

This fufpenfion of arms was to take place on the 
11 th of October, and continue to the 1 ith of January 
1 755 - The treaty confifted of nine articles, where¬ 
by it was agreed, “ that all a£ts of hoftihty fhould 
ceafe for three months between the two nations in 
all the Carnatic : their troops were not to act either 
as principals or auxiliaries •, and fnould oblige their 
allies to enter into the fame engagement: both na¬ 
tions were to enjoy a free commerce ; and priloners 
were to be mutually exchanged.” 

As the allies on both Tides were included in this 
ceffation it was proclaimed at Madrafs, Pondicher¬ 
ry, Trichinopoii, and all other places where the 
Englilh and French had troops on the coaft of Co¬ 
romandel, on the 11 th ofO&ober. When the pro¬ 
clamation was made, major Lawrence returned to 
Madrafs, where he received a commiffion appoint¬ 
ing him to the rank of lieutenant colonel in the 
king’s fervice. The prefident, in the name of the 
company, prefented him with a fword enriched 
with diamonds, as a diftinguifhing proof of their 
acknowledgments of his military iervices: but he 
was diflatisfied, that an officer of fuperior rank was 
Tent to command the troops. 

When this fufpenfion of arms was declared, ad¬ 
miral \Vatfon left thecoaft, and failed to Bombay, to 
avoid the ftormy monfoon, while the two governors, 
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as far as they had power, adjufted the terms which 
were to reftore tranquility to the Carnatic. They 
were only authorized to make a conditional treaty, 
which was not to be deemed definitive until it re¬ 
ceived the approbation of the two companies in 
Europe, who referved to themfelves the power of 
altering or annulling any part or the whole of it. 

Mr Palk and Mr. Vanfittart were fent to Pon¬ 
dicherry, where they concluded a provifional treaty 
between “ Thomas Saunders, Elq; prefident for 
the honorable Englifh company on the coaft of Co¬ 
romandel and Orixa, governor of Fort St. George, 
&c. and the Sieur Charles Robert Godeheu, com- 
mifiary for his Mod Chriftian Majefty, commander 
general of all the French fettlements on both fiaes 
the Cape of Good Hope, and at China •, prefident 
of all the councils there eftablifhed, and director- 
general of the India company of France.” The 
treaty confided of eleven articles, and by the firft 
it was agreed, that the two companies were to re¬ 
nounce for ever all Moorifh government and dig- 
nity ; and mould never interfere in any difference 
that might arife between the princes of the country. 
The 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, and 7th articles relate 
to the fettlements of both nations and their diftricts, 
whereby it was agreed, that all places, excepting 
thofe which fhould be ftipulated in the definitive 
treaty to remain in the pofiefiion of the two nations, 
fhould be delivered up to the government of Indof- 
tan. The governors then proceeded to give their 
opinion what places each might retain without a 
rifque of engaging them in future wars, either with 
one another, or with the princes of the country. In 
the Tanjore country, the Englifh were to pofiefs 
Devi Cottah ; and the French Karical; with their 
diftricts: on the coaft of Coromandel, the Englifh 
were to enjoy Madrafs and Fort St. David ; the 
French to keep Pondicherry, with diftricts of equal 
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value ; and if it fhould appear, that the Englifh 
pofleffions in the kingdom of Tanjore, and in the 
Carnatic together, were of more value than the 
French poifeflions in thole countries, then the 
French were to be allowed an equivalent for this 
difference, in a iettlement to be chofen between the 
river of Gondecama and Nizampatnam : Mazuli- 
patnam and Divi were to be ceded •, or if the French 
held one, the Englifh fhould retain the other : the 
rivers of Narzapore and Ingeram were to be free : 
and as the Englifh had Vizagapa'nim in the Chi- 
cacole country, the French were to Settle a factory 
there on an equality with it. By the Sth article it 
was agreed, that thefe conditions accepted on both 
Tides, although they were not to be law for a defi¬ 
nitive treaty in Europe, fhould neverthelefs produce 
a truce between the two nations and their allies, until 
news was received in India of the aniwers made in 
Europe concerning this agreement. By the 9th ar¬ 
ticle, neither nation fhould be allowed to procure, 
during the truce, any new grant or cefiion, or to 
build forts for the defence of new eftablifhments ; 
but only to rebuild and repair the fortifications then 
fubfnTing in the ellablifliments they pofieiled at that 
time, in order to prevent their entire ruin. By the 
10th, it was agreed, that until the arrival of an- 
fwers from Europe to thefe articles, which were to 
be difpatched by the firft fhips, to be fubrr.itted to 
the decifion of the two companies, under the plea- 
fure and approbation of the two crowns ■, the two 
nations fhould not proceed to any cefiion, retro - 
cefiion, or evacuation of what they then poifeiied ; 
every thing being to remain on the footing of uti 
poifidetis. And laftly, that in regard to indemni¬ 
fication, the two nations might expect for .he ex- 
pences of the war-, this article fhould be amica¬ 
bly adjufied in the definitive treaty. 

N 7 
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This provifional treaty was figned by the French 
governor a: Pondichery, on the 26th of December; 
and by the Engllih governor at Fort St David on 
the 31ft. The truce was fgr.!.d at the fame time 
with the provifional treaty, which ■. confirmed, and 
contained twelve articles, as fob w. s: 

I. To take place on the nth of January 1755, 
the day of the expiration of the fufpenfion of 
arms, proclaimed on the 11th of October 
1754: all hoftilities fhould ceafe between the 
Englifh and French. 

II. Durikg this truce, which fhould be in force 
until they were informed in India of the an- 
fwers made in Europe concerning the provi- 
fional treaty; the troops of the two nations, 
French and Englifh, fhould not act againft 
each other, either as principals or auxiliaries. 

III. The two nations, Englifh and French, engag¬ 
ed to oblige their allies to obferve all that was 
flipulated for the accomplifhment of a truce by 
virtue of the treaty ; and whoever fhould dare 
to infringe it fhould be reputed a common ene¬ 
my, and fhould be reduced to good order by 
force of arms. 

IV. If either of the two nations, French or Englifh, 
or either auxiliary troops or allies, fhould com¬ 
mit any aft of hoftility, poffefs themfelves of 
any place, or any one fhould caufe any damage 
to be done to another during the truce, both 
obliged themfelves to make reparation, pro¬ 
portionable to the damage, and to the entire 
ieftitution of what fhould be taken. 

V. If the allies, or other troops in pay of either 
nation, fhould be guilty of any aft of hoftility, 
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or commit any pillages in the territories whereof 
either nation was then in pofiefiion ; it fhoulci 
be lawtul for both nations to repulfe their in- 
fults by force, by which the injured nation 
fhouid not be deemed to have infringed this 
agreement. 

VI. If the allies or auxiliaries, troops of either na¬ 
tion, fliould take up arms, and infult the coun¬ 
tries of which the nation, they were allied to, 
was then in poflefiion: in that cafe, the two 
nations fhouid aflilt each other againft this ene¬ 
my, who fhouid thereby become the common 
enemy of both. 

VII. The troops of the two nations fhouid be em¬ 
ployed, during the truce, in the care of their 
prefent eftabhfhments and pofiefiions; they 
might be tranfported freely, and without any 
difficulty, from once place to another, at the 
pleafure of the governor, generals, and com¬ 
manders of each nation •, and all perfons ac¬ 
tually under the protection of either flag, might 
likewife go and come at pleafure, without be¬ 
ing molelted either in their perfons or effects. 

VIII. Trade fhouid be free throughout the Carna¬ 
tic, and in all the countries to the north ward of 
the Coromandel coaft, for the two contracting 
nations: they might fetch merchandizes from 
all the places in the dependance of each other, 
and tranfport them freely, without any re- 
ftraint, through the refpective Jageers and ter¬ 
ritories. * 

IX. All common enemies, or the particular ene¬ 
mies of either nation, who fhouid come to at¬ 
tack the Englifli and French in their prefent 
pofiefiions, and trouble the tranquility which 
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was to reign in India, fhould be repulfed by 
the united force of the two nations, French 
and Englilli. 

X. As boon as the truce was proclaimed, the mu¬ 
tual exchange of prifoners fnould be fet about, 
man for man •, and means fhould be refolved 
on for the eafe of thofe which fliould not be 
exchanged. 

XI. Commissaries fhould be appointed on both 
fides, to examine into the infringements com¬ 
mitted by each party, or their auxiliary troops 
or allies, and fettle the reflitution to be made 
of all the places taken, during the truce, a- 
gainft the tenor of the fufpenfion of arms •, as 
likewife of all that might have been taken from 
them by thofe auxiliary troops, in merchandize, 
money, effects, or otherwise; and further to 
fettle in a fixed method, for a guide, during 
the whole time of the truce, all the names, 
and the extent of every country, paragana*, 
and village, under the power, and in the 
pofleffion of the two nations, Englilli and 
French. 

XII. It was agreed, that whenever, in the courfe 
of the truce, any complaint fhould be made, 
by either of the two nations, of an infringe¬ 
ment of the fourth article; the commiflaries 
appointed on each fide, fhould examine and 
certify the fadt, that juftice might be done to 
the injured nation, either by restitution or re¬ 
paration, according to the jlature of the injury 
received. 


* Dilbia. 
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This convention was in reality nothing more than 
a ceffation of hoftilities for eighteen months •, fince 
there was no pofitive obligation on either of the 
companies to adopt the opinions of their reprdenta- 
tives expreffed in the proviuonal treaty. The num¬ 
ber of prifoners taken by the Engliib were 900 •, 
whereas the French had only 250; but they were 
left to enjoy the revenues or all thole ten ritories 
which they had acquired during the war. Thefe 
incomes, according to the accounts publifhed by 
themfelves, amounted to a very capital fum, as 
follows: from Karical in the kingdom of Tanjore, 
96,000 rupees: 105,000 from the eighty villages in 
the diftridt of Pondicherry : from Mafulipntnam, 
with its dependencies ; and from the cohtiguous 
territories of Divi, Nizampatnam, Devrecottah, 
and Condavir, 1,441,000 : from the four provinces 
of Yalore, Muftapha-Nagar, Rajahmundrum, and 
Chicacole, 3,100,000: from lands in the Carnatic, 
fouth of the Paliar, 1,700,000 : from the ifland of 
Seringham and its dependencies, which Mahomed 
Allee Cawn had given up to the Maifloreans when 
they came to his adillance, and which they now 
gave to the French, 400,000 j in all 6,842,000 ru¬ 
pees •, or 855,250!. flerling. 

The acceffions made by the Englifh during the 
war produced only a revenue of 80,000 rupees, or 
10,000 1. fterling, drawn annually from lands lying 
to the north of the Paliar, and mortgaged by the 
Nabob to reimburfe the great fum of money they 
had fpent in military expences on his account. 
However, the Englifh kept one advantage in their 
power, by not releafing 650 prifoners whom they 
had taken during the war, more than the French 
had taken from them ; and they derived another 
advantage by the removal of M- Dupleix from the 
government of Pondicherry. IF embarked there 
on the 14th of October-, and on his arrival in 
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France, he made a demand of three millions of 
rupees upon the India company, for money which 
he had difburfed on their account. The com¬ 
pany refilled to pay him•, but he was prote&ed 
by the miniftry, which he well deferved from the 
nation, as it never had a fubjedt fo defirous and ca¬ 
pable of extending its reputation and power in the 
Eaft-Indies. He was the firft European who 
thoroughly perceived the imbecility of the Indoftan 
government, and defpifed the power of all the 
Indian princes ; at a time when all other Europeans 
entertained tne higheft opinion of the ftrength of 
the Mogul empire, and tamely iuffered the info- 
lence of its meaneft officers He underftood the 
theory of war, but wanted military qualifications to 
carry his projedts into execution •, fo that he re¬ 
moved his commanders after a defeat j and no lefs 
than fix had been employed by him, with equal ill 
fuccefs, fince 1752. 

The treaties were publifhed on the nth of Ja¬ 
nuary 1755, the day on which the former fufpenfion 
of arms ended. Mr. Saunders quitted the govern¬ 
ment of Madrafs on the 14th, and embarked for 
England. Admiral Watfon returned with his 
fquadron from Bombay, at the end of the month: 
and M. Godeheu returned to France in the begin¬ 
ning of February, leaving the power of the governor 
much more limited than it lately had been. The 
two prefidencies were now at peace with each other, 
and gave their whole attention to manage their re- 
fpedtive territories, revenues, and alliances, to the 
bell advantage, without infringing the truce. 
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'The incidental War in India, carried on by 
the English, both by Land and Sea, in the 
Tears 1755 and 1756. 


CHAP. I. , 

‘The French views. —Mutiny-act pajfed in EnGt 
land extended, to the Company’s troops in India. 
—Colonel Heron’s expedition into the countries of 
M adura and Tinevelly, to coiled the Nabob’s 
revenues in 1755. Some account of the Colleries, 
who inhabit thofe countries. ‘The Polygar Lache- 
neig compelled to fubmit. The Polygar Mora- 
war allies with the Nabob, under the protection of 
the Englifh, who take the city of Madura, and 
plunder the pagoda of Coilgoody, Tinevelly ta¬ 
ken: Nellecotah plundered. Remarks —Colonel 
Heron returns from Tinevelly to Trichinopoli : 
his army attacked by the Colleries at the pafs cf 
Nat am : particular account cf that affair. —The 
Maissoreans decamp from Serinc-ham, and re¬ 
turn into their own country : remarks on the con¬ 
duct of Nanderauze. The Nabob Mahomed 
Allee Cavvn returns from Trichinopoli to Ar- 
cot : his reception at Tanjore, Sr. David, Ar- 
cot, and Madrass. Remarks. 


GODEHEU left M. Leyrit his fuccef- 
M. ^ f° r at Pondicherry : M. Buffy commanded 
in c ^ e norc ^» wit ^ Soubahdar Sala- 
‘szJz batzing •, and M. de Sauffay was left to 
command the French troops at Seringham. The 
latter was offered by Nanderauze, the Maifforean 
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general, three lack of rupees, or 37,500 k fterling, 
to march off, and leave him at liberty to furprize 
Trichinopoli, which was then in poffeffion of the 
Englifh ; but the Frenchman refufed the bribe with 
difdain. 

M. Buffy was left at liberty, in the late treaty, to 
enlarge the valuable and extenfive poffeffions which 
the French held in the north ; and the Englifh were 
foon convinced, that while one fide of the country 
had laid down their arms, there was no fecurity for 
other parts. It appeared early in the year 1755, 
that the French were endeavoring to acquire the 
dominions of all the provinces of the Deckan, ex- 
prefsly contrary to the ninth article of the provifional 
treaty. M. Buffy demanded of Salabatzing, the 
poffeffion of the fort of Golconda : and M. Leyrit 
encouraged the Phoufdar of Veloor to take up arms 
againft the Nabob: he even fent 300 French, and 
as many fepoys, from Pondicherry to fupport the 
rebel, and oppofe the Englifh employed by the 
Nabob to collect his revenues from the tributary 
princes, that held under him. 

. Colonel Aldercron’s regiment and the com¬ 
pany’s foldiers acted with great unanimity in India; 
which was the more neceffary, as an act of parlia¬ 
ment had been paffed in England in 1754, intitled, 
u An adt to punifh mutiny and deferticn in the 
officers and foldiers belonging to the Eaft-India 
company.” This feems to be a kind of perpetual 
mutiny-act in the Ealt-Indies; for thereby, the 
commander in chief of his majefty’s forces, wherever 
any of them were employed, was to have the foie 
power of appointing courts-martial, not only to try 
any of his own officers or foldiers, but alfo any of 
the company’s officers or loldiers that were fent upon 
the fame command. It was then imagined, that 
this would occafion difputes between the governors 
and officers belonging to the company, and his ma- 
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jefty’s officers in that country ; becaufe a jealoufy 
might naturally arife between the two corps, which 
were upon a contrary footing, and a different cha- 
r after. 

The British troops, after the ceffation of hoftili- 
ties, were employed in affifting the Nabob to col- 
left his revenues from the inferior governors; one 
half of which was to be paid to the Nabob, and 
the other half to the company. Maphuze Cawn 
arrived at Trichinopoli towards the dole of the 
year 1754, with 1000 horfe, and was appointed 
governor of thofe countries by the Nabob, at whofe 
requeft a detachment of 500 Europeans, and 2000 
lepoys, were ordered to proceed into the countries 
of Madura and Tinevelly, to affift in reducing 
them both to his obedience. Maphuze Cawn 
joined his troops to the Engliffi detachment; and 
the Nabob accompanied them fome part of the way. 

This army was commanded by lieutenant-colonel 
Heron, who afted in that rank under general 
Oglethorpe in America •, but was involved in fome 
litigious dilputes in England, from whence he was 
fent as major of the company’s forces to India. 
He marched his troops, in the beginning of Fe¬ 
bruary 1755, from their cantonments at Warriore 
pagodas, and halted thirty miles to the fouth of 
Trichinopoli, at a village called Warampate, where 
the Polygars of this part of the country had pre- 
vioufly been ordered to lend their agents to fettle 
their accounts with the Nabob. The four principal 
Polygars'obeyed the fummons but Lachenaig re- 
fufed; upon which it was refolved to attack his 
country. 'The army marched ten miles to the 
fouth weft of Warampate, in the high road leading 
to Dmdigul, and came in fight of his woods, which 
lay about two miles weft of that road. 


The 
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The fubje&s of this, as well as of all the other 
Polygars in thefe fouthern parts of the peninfula, 
are Colleries, a people differing in many refpedls 
from the reft of the Indians, and hitherto little 
known to Europeans : but I have already given an 
account of them in my firft volume ; to which I 
ffiall now add fomething farther. 

Father Martin, a jefuit, who refided ten years 
in the neighboring country of Morana, defcribes the 
Colleries as more barbarous than all other favages 
in any part of the globe. He afferts, that when two 
of thefe people, either male or female, have a quar¬ 
rel, each is obliged to fuffer and perform whatever 
cruelties the other thinks proper to inflict, either on 
themfelves or any of their family; and that the 
fury of revenge operates fo ftrongly among them, 
that a man for a flight affront has been known to 
murder his wife and all his children, to have the 
inhuman fatisfadion of compelling his adverfary 
to commit the like murders in his own family : but 
the jefuit ftands fingle and fufpected in his affertion; 
for, to the honor of human nature, none of the 
Englifh officers diftinguilhed any traces of thefe ab¬ 
horrent practices. 

The whole country of the Polygar Lachenaig 
was fortified either by nature or art; for it was 
furrounded by hills lying at fome diftance from one 
another, which were craggy and covered with 
buffies, fo as to be impaffable to any but the Col¬ 
leries themfelves, who had thrown up works from 
hill to hill, peculiar to their rude and cunning way. 
For thofe works were a thick wall, compofed of 
large ftones laid one upon another, without cement, 
and flanked at proper diftances by round towers 
made of earth, well rammed down: before the 
wall was a deep and broad ditch •, and in front of 
the ditch a large hedge of bamboes, fo thickly fet, 
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that it could not be penetrated without the hatchec 
or fire. 

The army attacked a part of this barrier early 
in the morning, and the field-pieces were placed 
upon an eminence that commanded the towers 
which defended the face of attack. The Coller.es 
appointed to guard the towers, abandoned them as 
foon as the cannon began to play: but great num¬ 
bers of them, aftned with matchlocks and bows and 
arrows, perfifted in defending the hedge ; while 
others appeared on the hills, (baking their fpears, 
and making hideous howls, in hopes to terrify the 
afiailants. At length the army forced the barrier, 
after lofing feveral men. Mahomed lfibuf was then 
detached with 500 fepoys, 50 Europeans, and a 
field-piece, to attack the principal town, which 
was diftant about four miles: but before the detach¬ 
ment could come in fight of the town, they were 
itopped by another circumvallation of the fame 
kind, ftronger than the firft. Here the enemy 
had collected their whole force, and defended them- 
felves with more obftinacy than before. They 
killed twelve Europeans, and 104 fepoys; which 
obliged the detached party to fend for fuccors from 
the main body. Immediately xoo Europeans ad¬ 
vanced, and the enemy difappeared. The whole 
army then proceeded to the principal town, which 
was deferred by the inhabitants, who had fied with 
their cattle to the hills. Lachenaig then fubmitted, 
and paid his tribute. 

The Nabob returned to Trichinopoli; and the 
army, with Maphuze Cawn, proceeded to Madura, 
where they arrived in ten days. This is a ftrong 
Indian town, about fixty miles fouth of Trichina 
poli; and, like that, encompaffed with a wall but 
being of much greater extent, \\\ uld reunite a large 
garrifon to defend it. The IViygar quitted hi$ 
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capital, and retired with his garrifon to Coiigoody *, 
a ftrong pagoda eight miles to the eaft, and the 
army entered Madura without any oppofmon; 
though the greater part of the inhabitants remain¬ 
ed, who feemed well fatisfied with the change of 
government. 

He re the army received a deputation from the 
Polygar Morawar, whofe country adjoined to the 
weftern diftridts of Madura and Tinevelly : he in- 
treated to be received into alliance with the Englifh, 
under whofe protection he promiled to be faithful 
to the Nabob ; and, as a proof of his fincerity, of¬ 
fered to give the company two fettlements on the 
fea-coaft of his country, oppofite to Ceylon, which 
would greatly facilitate their future communications 
with Tinevelly. The Englifh had then no other 
way of approaching that city but by a tedious and 
difficult march of four or five hundred miles ; but 
reinforcements might be fent by fea from Madrafs 
or Fort St. David in four or five days to the fettle¬ 
ments which Morawar intended to give, from 
whence the march to Tinevelly was no more than 
fifty miles. Colonel Heron embraced the propofal, 
and entered into an alliance with the Polygar, 
whom he permitted to hoift three Englifh flags in 
his garrifons. 

Colonel Heron foon after marched from Ma¬ 
dura to attack the fugitive governor in Coiigoody : 
but he fled, and left the greateft part of his troops 
to defend the pagoda. The carriages of the can¬ 
non broke down in a rugged road, and the troops 
were not furnifhed with fcaling ladders : but the 
colonel thought it a difgrace to retreat, after he had 
fumtjponed the place, and determined to force his way 
into it, after the Indian manner, by burning down 
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the gate with bundles of ftraw. He encouraged 
the troops by his own example, and carried the firlt 
torch nimfelr'; for he was aftrongand valiant man. 
Mahomed Iffouf followed with another torch; fo 
that the two principal officers of the army were 
now feen adting the part of volunteers, leading a 
forlorn hope. Succefs rewarded their courage ; the 
gate was loon burnt down; the foldiers rulhed in, 
and put feveral of the garrifon to the iword. The 
place was plundered, and the temples pillaged; 
which made the people of the country hold the pro- 
faners of their religion in the utmoft execration 
and abhorrence. 

The army returned to Madura, where a garri¬ 
fon was left of Europeans and fepoys for lecurity of 
the city ; and the reft of the army proceeded to 
Tinevelly, where they arrived on the 16th of March. 
This town is about fixty miles fouth of Madura, 
and was without defences, fo that it was entered 
without oppofition. The renters of the open coun¬ 
try acknowledged the Nabob -, but fome of the 
Polygars made pretences to evade the payment of 
the tribute due from them, whereupon hoftilities 
were commenced againft them. 

A detachment of ioo Europeans, and 300 fe¬ 
poys, with two field-pieces, were lent to attack the 
fort of Nellecotah, forty miles fouth of Tinevelly. 
They performed the march in eighteen hours, and 
the next morning ftormed the place, which was 
fortified by a mud-wall with round towers. The 
affault was made with great refolution; the troops 
gained the parapet without being repul fed, and the 
garrifon called out for quarter, which was rerufed. 
The exafperated foldiers cruelly put all they met to 
the fword, even women and children, fuffiring only 
fix perfons out of four hundred to efcape alive, ir 
cruelty is incompatible with coinage, it is difficult 
to find an excufe for this barbarous act, committed 

by 
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by fome of the braved of Englishmen, who had 
ferved under colonel Lawrence on the plains of 
Trichinopoli. 

The Polygar Moravvar would have joined colonel 
Heron with 5000 men ; but his fervice was refufed, 
that the king of Tanjore and Tondeman might not 
be offended at fuch a conne&ion with one whom 
they edeemed their mortal enemy. 

The revenues collected during this expedition 
were not diffident to pay the expences of the army. 
Part of the tributes were embezzled by Maphuze 
Cavvn, who prevailed on colonel Heron to give him 
the invediture of the Madura and Tinevelly coun¬ 
tries at the yearly rent of 1,500,000 rupees, or 
187,500 1. derling. 

It was now reported that Salabatzing was ad¬ 
vancing into the Carnatic, at the head of his army, 
accompanied by the French troops under the com¬ 
mand of M. Buffy, to demand the Mogul’s tribute, 
which had never been paid fince the death of Ni¬ 
zam Al Muluck. This induced the prefidency of 
Madrafs to order the return of colonel Heron with 
the troops under his command to Trichinopoli; and 
he accordingly quitted Tinevelly on the 2d of May : 
but indead of proceeding direftly to Trichinopoli, 
he was prevailed on by Maphuze Cawn to march 
againd Nellytangaville, a fort fituated about thirty 
miles wed of Tinevelly, belonging to a refraftory 
Polygar. It was the misfortune of colonel Heron 
to place the utmod confidence in his interpreter, 
who condantly betrayed him, and now informed the 
Polygar, that the Engliffi had no battering cannon ; 
which encouraged him to defend his fort, that was 
built of done and very drong. He anfwered the 
fummons with infolence upon which the field 
pieces and cohorns fired fmartly upon the fort for 
feveral hours but in vain ; therefore it was deter¬ 
mined to defid and march to Madura, where the 
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army arrived, with Maphuze Cawn, on the 2 2d of 
May. 

Here colonel Heron left a garrifon of 1000 fe- 
poys, under the command of Jemaulfaib, an offi¬ 
cer of fotne reputation, and next in rank to Ma¬ 
homed IlTouf. The army quitted Madura on the 
28th of May, and a party was fent forward to take 
poll at a mud fort called Volfynatam, near the en¬ 
trance of the woods belonging to the Colleries, who 
threatened vengeance for the lofs of their gods at 
Coilgoody, and had already given a fpecimen of 
their refentment by murdering a party of fepoys, 
whom the commanding officer of Madura fenc out 
to colled: cattle. 

The army had now to pafs one of the moft diffi¬ 
cult and dangerous defiles in the peninlula, called 
the pafs of Natam. It began about twenty miles 
north of the city, and continued for fix miles 
through a wood, impenetrable every where elle to 
all but wild beafts and Colleries. The road of the 
defile was barely fufficient to admit a fingle carriage 
at a time ; and a bank running along each fide of 
it, rendered it a hollow way. The wood was in 
moft parts contiguous to the road; and even in 
fuch places where travellers had felled part of it, 
the eye could not penetrate above twenty yards. 

The main body joined the detachment in the 
evening, and the whole palled the night at the fort. 
The next morning at day-break they prepared to 
march through the defile, and a detachment of Eu¬ 
ropeans, pioneers, and fepoys, under captain Lin, 
were fent forward to fcour the woods : they met 
with no interruption, and halted near the town of 
Natam, on the farther fide of the wood. Soon 
after the reft of the army entered the pafs in the 
following order of march. Some companies of fe¬ 
poys led the van, followed by a ferjeant and iome 
Europeans: immediately after them came the fiift 
Vol. II. O divifion 
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divifion of artillery, with the tumbrils containing 
military {tores : then followed the battalion led by 
captain Polier; after whom proceeded the rear di¬ 
vifion of artillery and tumbrils; which were fol¬ 
lowed by a ferjeant and twelve men ; and thefe by 
fome companies of fepoys: then came the baggage 
of the whole army, carried by bullocks and coolies, 
with feveral elephants and camels belonging to 
Maphuze Cawn, and accompanied by fome fepoys 
to protect them. The rear of the whole line was 
doled by a guard of twenty Eupropeans, forty Caf- 
fres, and 200 fepoys, with a fix-pounder, under 
the command of captain Smith. Colonel Heron 
with a few horfe rode before the line. The whole 
army entered the defile, and proceeded, won¬ 
dering they faw nothing of an enemy of whom 
they had heard fo much : but the line of march was 
flopped by one of the heavieft tumbrils belonging to 
the rear divilion (licking in a (lough, out of which 
the oxen were' not able to draw it. The officers of 
artillery buffered the troops marching before to go 
on ; and the officer who commanded in the rear of 
the battalion did not fufpedl what had happened, 
and continued his march j while mod of the fepoys, 
who marched behind the rear divifion of artillery, 
were alfo buffered to pafs the carriage in the (lough, 
which choaked up the road, and prevented the 
other tumbrils which followed, as well as the three 
field-pieces that formed the rear divifion of artillery, 
from moving on, and thefe (lopped the whole line 
of the baggage. Thus the front divifion and main 
body of the army were feparated from the rear, 
which was alfo deprived of thofe fepoys who were 
buffered to proceed. The Colleries, though unper¬ 
ceived, kept fpies near the road to watch every 
motion: but refrained from making any attack, 
until the main body had advanced two miles for¬ 
ward. Then great numbers of them appeared, and 
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attacked the rear guard of the baggage ; but the 
fire of a few platoons foon obliged them to retreat. 
However, they fuddenly attacked the rear divifion 
of artillery, whofe officers got their field-pieces into 
an opening, from whence they fired fmardy on the 
enemy, who maintained the attack for fome time 
with courage, and a variety of weapons, fuch as 
matchlocks, bows and arrows, javelins, pikes, and 
rockets. They made a loud and favage noife with 
fcreams and outcries, when attacking and attacked. 
Finding themfelves much galled, they quitted the 
road, and retired into the thickets on each fide, 
from whence they renewed the fight. At length, 
their confufed outcries were changed to one voice, 
and all united in bellowing out the word fwamy t 
meaning gods. This noife was accompanied with 
violent gefticulations and antic poftures, like men 
frantic with joy ; for fome of them had feized the 
tumbrils, in which were the little brazen images of 
their divinities, taken at Coilgoody. They con¬ 
veyed thefe away, and renewed their attacks for 
feveral hours, till four in the afternoon, when they 
fallied again into the road among the baggage, 
Coolies, and market people of the army, killing 
all they met, without diftin&ion of age or fex. 
Every thing was then thrown into confufion; and 
men,_women, and children fled to the rear guard as 
their only fan&uary. Captain Smith generoufly 
protected them, and joined the rear divifion of the 
artillery about dufk. As no time was to be loll, 
great part of the llores and baggage were left be¬ 
hind, and captain Smith marched about two miles 
farther in the pafs, where he came up with the bat¬ 
talion, whom he found lying on their arms, with¬ 
out either the commander in chief, or any one of 
the captains among them. Thefe five officers had 
all been fuddenly taken ill about noon, with the 
violent heat of the fun, and had palled in their 
O 2 palankeens 
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palankeens through the wood, to the advanced 
guard under captain Lin ; while the fubordinate 
officers had no orders to fuccor the rear. Cap¬ 
tain Smith then took the command of the battalion, 
marched through the wood without farther inter¬ 
ruption, and joined th£ van where they had halted. 
Here the army palled the night, and were joined 
by a detachment from Trichinopoli, where they 
arrived on the 6th of June, and encamped at War- 
riore pagodas. 

Maphuze Cawn returned to Madura-, and 
colonel Heron was recalled to Madrafs, where he 
was tried by a court-martial for mifconduft in this 
expedition, which was proved againft him in fome 
inftances, and he was rendered incapable of ferving 
the company any longer. He foon alter returned 
to Europe, and died in Holland. 

While thefe tranfadlions paffed to the fouth- 
ward, the MailToreans remained in their camp at 
Seringham, where Nanderauze diligently employed 
himfelf in fchemes to get polleffion of Trichinopoli. 
He was perfuaded by a bramin that he had feduced 
many of the garrifon, and that a ftrong party was 
ready to join him in the city ; which fo much elated 
the Maiflorean, that he communicated the fecret to 
M. de Sauflay, the commander of the French troops, 
who immediately fent intelligence to the garrifon. 
Captain Kilpatrick returned him thanks for the in¬ 
formation, and defired him to acquaint Nanderauze, 
that if he would venture to make the attack, the 
city-gates fhould be left open for his reception. 
The Maifforean declined the challenge, and re¬ 
turned to his own country on the 14th of April, 
when the great drum was beat, as the fignal of de¬ 
camping, and the whole army eroded the Cavery ; 
leaving the French in pofifeffion of the illand of Se¬ 
ringham, and the other territories which the Nabob 
had transferred to Nanderauze on his arrival, and 

of 
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of which he had collected the revenues from that 
time. It is difficult to find an example of a prince 
conducting himfelf with more imprudence than 
the Maifforean in the courfe of this war. The 
pofieffion of Trichinopoli was the obje£t of all 
his ambition, which would have proved his great- 
eft misfortune, as it would certainly have invol¬ 
ved him in a war with the Mogul government, 
and might have ended in fubjefting the country of 
Maifiore, like the Carnatic, to be a province of the 
empire. At length, after having wafted three years, 
abfent from his own country at the head of an army 
of 20,000 men, he was obliged to return without 
receiving any compenfation for the expences he had 
incurred. 

The Nabob Mahomed Allee Cawn left a garri- 
fon of 500 men at Trichinopoli, under the com¬ 
mand of captain Kilpatrick; and, on the 9th of 
July, was triumphantly condudted to his capital, by 
an efcort of 300 Europeans, and 1000 fepoys, com¬ 
manded by captain Polier. They proceeded through 
the country of Tanjore, and were met by Conack- 
jee, with a numerous train, at Kondoor. This in¬ 
terview, like many others between perfons of fuch 
rank in Indoftan, palled in the ftrongeft protefta- 
tions of inviolable friendffiip, and the greateft dif- 
fimulation of the human heart. 

From Kondoor, the Nabob proceeded to Fort 
St. David, where he encamped, and was vifited 
by Mr. Stark, the deputy governor, and his coun¬ 
cil ; by colonel Aldercron, with a captain’s guard ; 
and by the admirals Watfon and Pocock, ac¬ 
companied by their feveral captains and lieute¬ 
nants, who were carried in their palankeens, which 
were preceded by their midffiipmen, who walked 
in their uniforms. The Nabob received them 
very magnificently in his tent, and held a long 
converfation with the admirals, by the affift- 
O 3 anre 
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ance of an interpreter. Admiral Watfon exprefled 
his concern for the calamities of war which had been 
felt in that country ; and allured the Nabob, that 
the king of Great Britain had fent him to protedfc 
his dominions; as alfo that he would execute his 
commifiion with great fidelity. A few days after, 
the Nabob returned this vifir to the Britifh com¬ 
manders at the fort, where he was received with the 
higheft military honors. His train confifted of fix 
elephants, 12 camels, 400 horfe, and 6000 fepoys, 
with io,coo Cooleys and Ipeclators. The admi¬ 
rals accompanied him on board the Kent, in which 
the commanding flag was hoifted and the Nabob 
was feized with aftonilhment when he entered on 
board: but he was particularly (lruck with the 
lower gun battery, confiding of 28 guns, carrying 
balls of 32 pounds. The admiral obliged him with 
the view of a man of war under fail; and, on his 
leaving the Kent, the whole fquadron laluted to¬ 
gether, the yards were manned, and the feamen 
gave three Englilh cheers. This general acclama¬ 
tion fired the Nabob with joy •, and he ordered his 
interpreter to tell the admiral, it was amazingly 
warlike. 

The Nabob, on the 19th of Auguft, arrived 
within a mile of Arcot, and encamped on the 
plain, where his dervifes advifed him to wait for a 
lucky day to make his entry into the city, which 
fell out on the 21ft. In the mean time, colonel 
Lawrence, Mr. Walfh, and Mr. Palk, who were 
deputed to invite him to Madrafs, arrived at his 
camp, and contributed to raife the fplendor and re¬ 
putation of his public entrance into his capital, 
from which he had been abfent ever fince the death 
of Nazirzing.* On the 30th, he came to Madrafs, 


* See this volume, p. 69, 


where 
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where he held feveral conferences with the prefi- 
dency, and confentedto make over to the company 
fome farther alignments on die revenues of the 
country, to reimburfe their expences in profecuting 
the war : after which, he was attended with a ftrong 
detachment to collect the revenues, one half where¬ 
of was to be paid the company ; and a member of 
the council was appointed to accompany the Na¬ 
bob, to fee that this agreement was punctually 
fulfilled. 

Admiral Watfon departed with the fleet from 
Madrafs, on the 10th of October, to avoid the 
northern monfoon, and arrived on the 10th of No¬ 
vember at Bombay, where he found feveral of the 
company’s Ihips from Europe, with a conliderable 
number of ttoops, fent with an intention to be em¬ 
ployed in an expedition projected in England. 

Every thing continued quiet on the coaft of 
Coromandel: but, in 1756, admiral Watfon di- 
ltinguilhed himfelf againft Tulagree Angria, on the 
coaft of Malabar ; as aifo in the kingdom of Ben¬ 
gal, againft the viceroy Surajah Dowla, who was 
excited by the French to commit an unexampled 
adt of barbarity againft the Englilh at Calcutta, for 
which he was afterwards depofed by colonel Clive. 


O 4 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 

The Englilh company project an expedition from Bom¬ 
bay, with the ajjtjlance of the Morattoes, to 
oblige Salabatzing to dijmifs the French troops 
in his fervice. The command of that expedition is 
given to lieutenant colonel Scott, who dies at Ma- 
drass in May 1755; and colonel Clive fucceeds 
to the command at Bombay : but the intended ex - 
pedition is fet aftde by the lofs of the (hip Dodd in g- 
don, in which the company had fent their plan ; 
and another expedition is agreed to be carried on a- 
gtf/K/?TuLAGREE Ang ri a A fuccinhi and au¬ 
thentic narrative of the lofs of the Doddington In- 
diaman , on the I'jth of July 1755, upon the barren 
ifland or rock of Chios* near the fouth-eajt coafi of 
Africa. 

W HILE the Englilh company were uncer¬ 
tain of the event of the negociation in In¬ 
dia, they received advices of the acquifitions which 
M. Buffy had obtained from Salabatzing. This 
made them conclude, that negociations alone would 
not induce the French to quit fuch great advan¬ 
tages ; and they determined to ftrike at their power 
in the northern parts of the Deckan by more effec¬ 
tual means. 

Aurengabad, the capital of this divifion of the 
Mogul empire, lies no more than 150 miles weft 
of Bombay; and the country of the Morattoes 
much nearer. The prefidency of Bombay had 
maintained a friendly intercourse for fometime with 
the Saha Rajah; and from the frequent difputes in 
which his general Balazerow was engaged with Sa¬ 
labatzing, it was thought he might be inftrumental 
in removing the French troops from the lervice of 
that Soubahdar: therefore, it was determined to 

encourage 
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encourage the Morattoes to attack him, and a (Tift 
them with a ftrong body of Europeans, fo as to 
compel the viceroy to difmifs the French. 

An enterprize of this importance required a com¬ 
mander of much experience in the military and 
political fyftems of the country, and captain Clive 
offered the directors to condudt it. The company 
had rewarded his fervices by appointing him gover¬ 
nor of Fort St. David, and by obtaining for him a 
lieutenant-colonel’s commiffion in the king’s troops ; 
fo that he was then preparing to return to India: 
But the court of diredtors *, in compliance with 
very powerful recommendations, appointed lieute¬ 
nant-colonel Scott to command the expedition. 
This officer went to India in 1754, in the ftation 
of engineer-general of all their fettlements; but 
died at Madrafs, on the 12th of May 1755, of a 
violent fever. The company defired colonel Clive 
to proceed to Bombay before he went to the coafl: 
of Coromandel, that he might be ready to fupply 
any accident. The troops fent from England on 
this fervice were three companies of the king’s ar¬ 
tillery, each of 100 men ; and 300 recruits j who 
arrived at Bombay on the 27th of November, 


* The following gentlemen were chofen directors of the 
Eall-India company on the gth of April 1755- 


William Barwell, Efq; 

* Robert Bootle, Efq; 
H. Crab Boulton, Efq; 
John Boyd, Efq; 

* Chrift. Burrow, Efq; 

* Ch. Chambers, Efq; 

* Sir Ja. Creed, Knt. 
Roger Drake, Efq; 

* John Dorrien, Efq; 
Peter Godfrey, Efq; 
Charles Gough, Efq; 
Robert Jones, Efq; 


* John Manlhip, Efq; 
Na. Newnham, jun. Efq; 
John Payne, Efq; 

* Henry Plant, Efq; 
Tho. Phipps, Efq; 

Jones Raymond, Efq; 

* Thos. Rous, Efq; 

* Henry Savage, Efq; 

* Laur. Sullivan, Efq; 
Winchcot Turner, Efq; 

* Tim. Tullie, Efq; 

* Max. Weitern, Efq; 


Thofe marked with Afterifms were new ones. 


when 
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when colonel Clive, finding that colonel Scott was 
dead, propofed to the prefidency to undertake the 
plan recommended to them : but they imagined it 
could not be carried into execution without infring¬ 
ing the convention made by Mr. Saunders and Mr. 
Godeheu. This was adding with too much caution ; 
for every thing relating to Salabatzing and the 
French troops in his fervice, feemed to have been 
ftudioufly avoided. The court of directors had 
explained their whole plan to the prefidency of 
Madrafs; but the fhip which had the letters on 
board was unfortunately wrecked on a rock about 
800 miles eaft of the Cape of Good Hope, within 
fight of the land. The prefidency of Bom¬ 
bay fent advices to Madrafs of the arrival of colo¬ 
nel Clive : but they had now taken the refolution 
of employing all their force, in conjunction with 
the fleet, againft Tulagree Angria, who had long 
been a formidable enemy to the Englilh commerce 
on the coaft of Malabar. 

Here I lhall beg leave to infert the following 
fuccinct and authentic narrative of the lofs of the 
Doddington Indiaman •, as it was on board this fhip 
that the company fent their plan for attacking Sa¬ 
labatzing •, and more efpecially as it will be a per¬ 
manent memorial, to all future navigators, of that 
fatal fpot, where this fhip and moft of her crew 
were unfortunately loft. I have been favored with 
this account, by a gentleman who has diligently 
compared the different relations made of this mat¬ 
ter, and I hope it will be received as a curious and 
ufeful piece •, part of which is extracted from the 
journal of Mr. Jones the chief mate, and the other 
part from the journal of another of the furviving 
officers. 


The 
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The lofs of the Doddington. 

The Doddington, captain Samfon, failed from 
the Downs, on the 23d of April 1755, in company 
with the Pelham, Houghton, Streatham, and Edg- 
court, all in the Service of the Eaft-India company, 
and got clear of the channel in feven days. The 
Doddington made Bonavifla, one of the Cape de 
Verd illand::, lat. 16 north, on the 20th of May, 
and on the 21ft got into Porto Prior bay. On the 
27th, hr>v':.g taken in their water, they proceeded 
on the voyage together, and continued in company 
fleering outh by eaft * eaft, till the 28th, when 
captain Samfon, finding he failed better than the 
other chips, parted from them in the night by 
fleering a different courfe, and had a pleafant paf- 
fage in feven weeks to the Cape of Good Hope. 
Having doubled the Cape, a new departure was taken 
from Cape de Agulhas * on the Sth of July; and 
having fleered eattward about 24 hours, between the 
latitude of 35 deg 30 min. and 36 deg. the captain 
ordered the fhip to be keptE. N. E. It was dirty 
fqually weather ; the wind from S. S. W. to S. S. E. 
with a large fea. They ran on that courfe from 
five to feven knots an hour, with courfes and tre¬ 
ble-reefed main-top-fail, and double-reefed fore¬ 
top-fail, until the i6rh of July. At midnight had 
70 miles on the board; but about a quarter before 
one in the morning, the fhip flruck, and in lefs 
than twenty minutes was entirely wrecked. 

It was a dark and ftormy night, and the only 
warning they had of danger, was calling out, 
“ Breakers a-head, and to leeward.” The helm 
was immediately put a-lee: but before fhe came 
quite head to wind, fhe flruck lightly, and then 


* Le Gullas, or Anguillas. 

flronger; 
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ftronger; at which time the fea broke diredtly into 
her forward, ftove the boats, and wafhed feveral 
perfons overboard. Although they ufed their belt 
endeavours to get her about, it was to no purpofe, 
the fea breaking all over her, and (he ftruck fo hard, 
that the main-maft went away by the board, and 
the reft of the mails foon followed. Jn this dread¬ 
ful fituation, expecting every moment to be fwal- 
lowed up, fome-body cried out land! But it was 
only the range of the fea, on the other fide of the 
breakers. The fhip continued lifting and ftriking 
with every fea, till unfortunately fhe at laft lay down 
on her ftar-board fide, and foon parted; every fea 
driving fome of her away. As the lar-board fide 
and quarter was then the only place above water, 
all thofe who were able got there ; while the fhip 
ftill kept driving towards the breakers, and the fea 
■was covered with her wreck. 

As captain Samfon fate with the chief-mate on 
the quarter, he faid he had pricked off that day at 
noon, and judged himfelf ninety leagues from the 
land ; fo that he imagined this to be fome unknown 
rock, where poflibly the Dolphin was loft. They 
expefted every minute to be wafhed by the fea, and 
the captain bade them all farewel; hoping they 
Jhould meet again in the next world. Soon after 
they were all wafhed off, and in a fhort time ten of 
them met on fome ragged rocks, where they crept 
clofe together to keep themfelves warm. The feve- 
rity of the weather, and their melancholy fituation, 
made them wifh impatiently for day : but when the 
light came, it gave them little comfort; for they 
found themfelves upon a barren uninhabited ifland 
or rock, about two leagues from the continent, and 
250 eaft from the Cape of Good Hope. It is laid 
down in the India Pilot in lat. 33 deg. 30 min. 
and called Chios : but by a good obfervation with 
Hadley’s quadrant, it lies in 34 deg. S. lat. and 

Davis’s 
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Davis’s quadrant in 33 : 44. They were joined by 
fome more perfons who were caft on (hore, many 
of them miferably bruifed againft the rocks. Here 
were now met Mr. Evan Jones, chief-mate ; Mr. 
John Collet, fecond ; Mr. William Webb, third j 
and Mr. Samuel Powel, fifth mate; Richard Top¬ 
ping, carpenter •, John Yeats, midlhipman two 
quarter-mafters; eight feamen ; three captain’s fer- 
vants; one fervant belonging to the furgeon j and 
three matrofies. Thefe perfons being twenty-three 
in number, were all that furvived of 270 fouls that 
were on board when the (hip (truck. They remain¬ 
ed feven months on this miferable place, fubfifting 
on fifli, and eggs of fea-fowls, with what provifions 
they found afhore from the wreck. 

Their firft care was to fearch among the things 
which had been thrown upon the rocks from the 
(hip, for fomething to cover them, in which they 
fucceeded beyond their hopes. The next thing 
they felt the want of was fire, and this was not fo 
eafily fupplied; however, they foon found a box 
with two gun-flints and a broken file, fome gun¬ 
powder, a box of wax-candles, a cafe of brandy, 
and a cafk of frelh water ; all which were joyful 
acquifitions. Seven hogs came on (hore alive ; and 
a fcanty tent was made of fome canvafs that floated 
to the rock; The ifland was much frequented by a 
kind of water fowl, fomething larger than a duck, 
called a gannet; and the higheft part of it was 
covered with their dung ; fo that where they fixed 
their tent, they funk a foot in the dung. 

In the morning of the 18th, thofe that were able 
went again about the rock, to fee what could be 
faved from the wreck ; when they got one ca(k of 
beer, and another of flour. They afterwards 
picked up many things from the wreck, and made 
an attempt to get provifions from the main; but 



206 A VOYAGE TO 

the natives drove them away, and one man loft his 
life there. 

They found on the ifland the remains of two 
wrecks •, one Teemed to be a Dutch fliip, the other 
an Englifh ; the latter leaf! decayed, and bv the 
iron-work feemed to have been much left than the 
Doddington. It plainly appeared by pieces of glafs, 
and other things, that fome unfortunate people had 
lived here and they could fee the remains of a 
habitation, by the ftones being laid regularly one on 
another. 

The fitting down, thus defolate and forlorn, to 
their meals, which they ufed to fhare in the convi¬ 
vial chearfulnefs, that naturally arofe from the con- 
fcioufnefs of plenty, ftruck them with a pungent 
fenfe of their unhappy fituation. In fuch tumult 
of mind, our thoughts hurry from one obje<ft to 
another, to fix, if poflibie, upon fomething that 
may afford comfort. One of the company recol- 
Je&ed, that as the carpenter was among them, they 
might build a fioop. Inftantly their whole atten¬ 
tion was turned upon the carpenter, who declared, 
that he had no doubt but he ftiould be able to build 
a fioop that would carry them all to fome port of 
fafety, if tools and materials could be found. 
Happily they were, with a fufficient quantity of 
provifions, that came continually floating in ; and 
at laft they found moft of the packets of letters be¬ 
longing to the king and company, which they care¬ 
fully preferved. 

On Sunday, the 20th of July, as they were 
fearching about the beach, they found the body of 
a young gentlewoman, which they knew to be that 
of Mrs. Collet, the wife of their fecond-mate, who 
was then at a little diftance from the fpot. He loft 
his wife in the fbip; for as foon as it ftruck, he 
went down, and brought her upon deck in his 
arms j but the Ihip falling down at that time on 

her 
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her broad-fide, and the decks falling in, he was fe- 
parated from her, and never faw her afterwards 
alive. The mutual affection of this couple was re¬ 
markably tender; and Mr. Jones, on feeing the 
body, immediately ftepped afide to Mr. Collet, and 
found means to take him to the other fide of the 
rock; while the other two mates, the carpenter, 
and fome others, dug a grave, in which they depo- 
fited the remains of this unfortunate lady, and read 
the funeral fervice over it, from a French prayer- 
book, which had driven afoore with her from the 
wreck. Having thus paid the debt of humanity to 
the dead, and concealed from Mr. Collet a fight 
that would moft fenfibly, if not fatally, have af- 
fefted him, they gradually difclofed to him what 
they had done, and gave him the wedding-ring, 
which they had taken from her finger. He re¬ 
ceived it with great emotion ; and afterwards fpent 
many days in railing a kind of monument over the 
grave, by piling up the fquareft ftones he could 
find; on the top of which he fixed an elm plank, 
and infcribed it with her name, her age*, the time 
of her death, and fome account of the fatal accident 
by which it was occafioned. 

The carpenter had juft finifhed a faw, but he 
had neither hammer nor nails. However, one of 
the feamen picked up an old pair of bellows, and 
told his companions, that he had been a lfnith. 


* The perfon who prefents this article to Mr. Grofe, to be 
inferted in his voyage to the Eail-Indies, was well acquainted 
with Mrs. Collet, whofe maiden name was Mary Everingham. 
She was born in the parifh of St. Clement-Danes, Weit- 
minfter, where her father was a reputable tradefman, who hid 
alfo the misfortune to lofe one of his ions with his favorite 
daughter. She was about 24. years of age ; lovely in her pci- 
fon, chearful in her manners, and amiable in her difpofitioa. 
Her huiband fo much regreted her iofi, that it occafioned his 
death. 


and 
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and that with thefe bellows and a forge, which he 
hoped to build, he could furnifh the carpenter with 
all the tools he would want, nails included, as plenty 
of iron might be obtained by burning the timber 
which had come on Ihore from the wreck. This 
account was received with a tranfport of joy ; the 
fmith immediately applied himfelf to mend the bel¬ 
lows •, a tent was erected; and a forge built. 

On the 24th, the carpenter began to work up¬ 
on the keel of the boat, which they had determined 
fhould be a floop, 30 feet long, and 12 wide. The 
fmith fortunately found the ring and nut of a 
bower-anchor, which ferved him for an anvil, fup- 
plied chiffels, axes, hammers, nails, as they wanted, 
and the carpenter ufed them with great difpatch, 
till the 31ft, when he fell lick : but he recovered, 
and returned to his work on the 2d of Auguft. 

In the mean time, the ftores which they had 
faved from the wreck were fo near exhaufted, that 
they came to an allowance of two ounces of bread a 
man per day, and had no falt-pork, except what 
they were determined to keep to viftual the boat; 
and water alfo fell fhort. In this diftrefs they had 
recourfe to feveral expedients : they dug a well, in 
hopes to find a foring; but were difappointed. 
They took feme or the gannets that fettled on the 
top of the rock j but found the fiefh very rank, of 
a filhy tafte, and remarkably black. They alfo 
made a raft or float, like a Catamaran, on which 
they went out a filhing : they killed fome feals, but 
all thofe who eat of them were fick : and when they 
were driven to great diftrefs, they ki ! led a hog. 
They made feveral attempts to cure both their fifh 
and fowl, by fmoaking it; but without fucccefs. 
They then attempted to make fait, which had like 
to have been fatal to them all. The fmith had 
mended a copper-vefiel for the experiment, and 
they began to work, without knowing that their pro- 
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Cefs in fait-making would difiolve the furface of 
their copper into verdigreafe, and that this folution 
was poifon. Salt was procured ; but was too rank 
to be tailed ; and thole who ventured to palate it, 
were feized with violent cholics, cold fweats, and 
Teachings, which fufficiently convinced them of the 
danger they had efcaped. 

The carpenter and fmith continued to work up¬ 
on the boat, and the people were bufy in getting 
in from time to time what was thrown up from the 
wreck, particularly cordage and canvas, to rig the 
boat, and lome calks of frefh wat-r, which they 
were very follicitous to keep for lca-ftores, as their 
efcape in the boat, fcarce depended lei's upon frelh. 
water than upon the fails themfelves. On the 6th 
of October, they found a fowling-piece, which was 
a joyful acquifition ; and though the barrel was 
much bent, it was foon made ferviceable by the 
carpenter, and ufed with great fuccefs in /hooting 
the birds; which before they had no way of taking, 
but by knocking them down with a flick. On the 
nth, they perceived the gannets, which had of 
lateforfaken them, hovering again about the rock in 
great numbers, and were in hopes they would fettle 
to lay their eggs, in which they were not difap- 
pointed •, for after this time, they were conftantly 
lupplied with eggs in great plenty, till the begin¬ 
ning of January, when the feafon of laying was paft. 

They had fome rainy weather, on the 20th, 
which proved very acceptable, as they continued to 
lave fome of the water for lea ftores: but they were 
Hill in great want of bread, having lived many days 
on fhort allowance. As a laft refource, having fome 
barrels of flour, they thought of building an oven ; 
in which they fucceeded, and were able to convert 
their flour into tolerable bifcuit. This bifcuir, how¬ 
ever, was at length fo near exhaufted, that they were 
obliged to live upon a few ounces a day, without 

Vol. II. P brandy. 
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brandy, of which only a fmall quantity remained : 
they were likewife fo Ihort of water, that of this 
they were allowed but half a pint a day. 

They were very healthy while they were on the 
ifland, r.otwithftanding the great hardfliips and fa¬ 
tigue they fuffered by hunger and labor. On the 
16th of February 1756, they launched their boat, 
and called her The happy Deliverance. On the 17th, 
they got their little pittance on board •, and, on the 
18th, they fet fail from the rock ; on which they 
had lived juft feven months, and to which, at part¬ 
ing, they gave the name of Bird Island. 

They failed for Delagoa *, but were fo long on 
their paflage, by currents fetting to the fouthward, 
that it was two months before they arrived there. 
A cheft of trealure had been drove afhore from the 
wreck, which the officers wanted to preferve for 
the proprietors, and the people to divide : this 
occafioned great difputes, and was at laft divided in 
fpite of the officers. 

It may be thought ftrange, that people in this 
fituation, who had for fome time accuftomed them- 
ielves to the duties of religion, ffiould at the fame 
time be guilty of theft. But the men confidered, 
that when the fhip was loft, they loft their pay; 
that every diftinftion and fubordination on fhip- 
board was at an end; and that whatever was call 
on ffiore from the wreck, was to be common 
property. 

On their arrival at Delagoa, they found there 
the Rofe-Galley, captain Chandler, belonging to 
Bombay, who gave them a paflage to Madagascar, 
where they found the Carnarvon, captain Hutchin- 
fon, bound to Madrafs, who took them all on 
board. They fold the (loop to captain Chandler 
ior 500 rupees; but (he was feized for the pro¬ 
prietors at Bombay, where Mr. Powel came in her; 
but all the reft went to Madrafs, except Mr. Collet 

and 
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and three others, who died of fevers on board the 
Rofe-Galley. Mr. Jones took all the money and 
effects from the people, when he got on board that 
veffel, and fecured them for the proprietors. 


CHAP. III. 

The expedition againft Angria : bis territories \ ori¬ 
gin, and power : his captures from the Europeans; 
and their expeditions againft him, till his final re¬ 
duction at Geriah by Admiral Watson and Co¬ 
lonel Clive in 1756. 

T HE dominions of Angria conflfted of feverai 
iflands near Bombay, and an extent of land 
along the neighbouring continent, of about 180 
miles in length, and from 30 to 60 in breadth j with 
feverai forts that were taken from the Europeans by 
his anceftors, who were very bold and troublefome 
enemies to all that traded along the coaft, which 
is interfered by many rivers, that difembogue into 
the fea, from Cape Comorin to Surat. 

It appears that from the earlieft antiquity, the 
inhabitants had a ftrong propenfity to piracy •, and 
at this day all the different principalities on the coaft 
employ veffels to cruize upon thofe of all other na¬ 
tions which they can overpower. The Mogul em¬ 
pire, when it firft extended its dominion to the fea 
in the northern parts of this coaft, appointed an ad¬ 
miral called the Siddee, with a fleet to protedl the 
veffels of their Mahometan fubjedls trading to the 
gulphs of Arabia and Perfia, from the Malabar 
pirates, as well as from the Portugueze. The Mo- 
rattoes were at that time in polfeflion of feverai forts 
between Goa and Bombay ; and finding themfelves 
interrupted in their piracies by the Mogul’s admiral. 
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they made war againft him by fea and land. In 
this war, one Conagee Angria raifed himfelf to be 
commander in chief of the Morattoe fleet, and was 
intruded with the government of Severndroog, one 
of their ftrongeft torts, built upon a fmall rocky 
ifland, which lies about eight miles to the north of 
Dabul, and within cannon-fbot of the continent. 
Here Conagee revolted againft the Saha Rajah, cr 
king of the Morattoes •, and having feduced part of 
the fleet, he with them took and deftroyed the reft. 
The Saha Rajah endeavoured to reduce him to 
obedience by building three forts upon the main 
land, within point blank fhot of Severndroog; but 
Conagee alfo took thofe forts, and in a few years 
got poffeflion of all the fea-coaft, from Tamanah 
to Bancoote. 

Very different accounts are given of this family, 
which we are told is derived from Samboo Angria, 
by excradtion a Caffree, born in an ifland of the 
gtiiph of Ormus, and by religion a Mahometan, 
who was fhipwrecked on the coaft near Choul, in 
an Arabian veffel, in 1643. It is faid, he aflifted 
the Saha Rajah in his wars againft the Mogul, 
married the daughter of the Rajah’s firft minifter, 
and had a fon by her named Purah Angria, the 
father of Conagee, who took Geriah from the Por- 
tugueze in 1712. He fecured his conquefts by 
building little forts, upon fuch eminences, as com¬ 
manded the narrow paffes and defiles. He ftiled 
himfelf a Rajah, which is the higheft title of the 
Gentoo princes; and was Exceeded by his fon 
Sambajee, who died in 1745, and left his domi¬ 
nions to his fon Tulagree. 

All the fucceflfors of Conagee bore the name of 
Angria, and ftrengthened themfelves fo much, that 
the Morattoes had no hopes of reducing them, and 
agreed to a peace on condition, that Angria lhould 
acknowledge the fovereignty of the Saha Rajah, by 

paying 
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paying him a fmali annual tribute : but they re¬ 
tained a ftrong animofity againft him, and deter¬ 
mined to avail themfelves of any favorable oppor¬ 
tunity to recover the territories he had wrefted from 
them. 

The land and fea breezes on this coafl, blow al¬ 
ternately in the twenty-four hours, and divide the 
day; fo that veflels failing along the coaif are 
obliged to keep in fight of land, as the land-winds 
do not reach more than forty miles out to fea. The 
piracies which Angria exercifed upon {hips of all 
nations, rendered him more powerful every day. 
There was not a creek, bay, harbor, or mouth of 
a river, along the coafl: of his dominions, in which 
he had not erefted fortifications and marine recepta¬ 
cles, to ferve both as a ftation of difcovery, and as 
a place of refuge to his veflels: hence it was as diffi¬ 
cult to avoid the encounter of them, as to take them. 

His fleet confided of grabs and gallivats, a kind 
of veflcls peculiar to that coafl. The grabs have 
generally two marts; though fome have three. 
Thofe of three marts are about 300 tons burthen 
but the others are not more than 150. They are 
built to draw little water, being very broad in pro¬ 
portion to their length •, but narrowing from the 
middle to the end, where inftead of bows they 
have a prow, projecting like that of a Mediterra¬ 
nean galley, and covered with a ftrong deck level 
with the main deck of the veil'd, from which it is 
feparated by a bulk-head that terminates the fore- 
caftle. As this conftruction fub : e£ts the grab to 
pitch violently when failing againft a head-fea, -the 
deck of the prow is not inclofed with fides as the 
reft of the veflel, but remains bare, that the water 
which pafles on it may pals off without interruption. 
On the main-deck, under the forecattle, are mounted 
two pieces of cannon of nine or twelve pounders, 
which point forwards through port-holes cut in the 

P 3 bulk- 
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bulk head, and fire over the prow : but the can¬ 
non of the broad-fide are from fix to nine- 
pounders. 

The gallivats are large row-boats built like the 
grab, but of fmailer dimenfions, the biggeft fel- 
dom exceeding 70 tons. They have two mafts, 
of which the mizen is (lightly made : the main- 
maft bears only one fail, which is large and trian¬ 
gular. In general the gallivats are covered with a 
fpar deck, made of fplit bambces, carrying only 
petteraroes fixed on fwivels in the gunnel of the 
veflel: but thofe of a large fize have a fixed deck, 
on which they mount fix or eight pieces of cannon, 
from two to four pounders. They have forty or 
fifty (tout oars, and can be rowed four miles an 
hcu". 

HjGKf or ten grabs, and forty or fifty gallivats, 
crowded with men, generally compofed Angria’s 
principal fleet deftined to attack fhips of force or 
burthen. When the veflfel came in fight of the 
port or bay where the fleet was lying, they flipped 
their cables, and put out to fta. If the wind blew', 
their conftru&ion enabled them to fail fwiftly ; if it 
was calm, the gallivats rowed and towed the grabs. 
As foon as they came within gun-fhot of the chacc, 
they generally aflembled in her ftern, and the grabs 
attacked her at a diftance with their prow-guns, 
firing firft only at the mafts, and taking aim when 
the three mafts of the veffel juft opened all together 
at their view. If the chace was difmafted, they 
came nearer, and battered her on all fides till (he 
ftruck: but if the defence was obftinate, they fent 
a number of gallivats with two or three hundred 
men in each, who boarded from all quarters fword 
in hand. 

It was now more than fifty years that this pirati¬ 
cal ftate had rendered itfelf formidable to the trading 
fhips of all the Europeans nations in India ; and the 

Englifh 



THE EAST-INDIES. 215 

Englifh company had kept up * marine force, at 
the annual expence of 50,0001. to protefl theii 
own fhips, as well as thofe belonging to the mer¬ 
chants eftablifhed in their colonies: but as this 
force confided only of four grabs, two of which 
mounted twenty guns ; and fix gallivats, it was 
fcarce capable to protedl the trade : while i\ngria 
took feveral fhips that ventured to fail without com¬ 
pany along his coaft. 

In 1717, an unfuccefsful attempt was made from 
Bombay, both againft Geriah and Kennery, by a 
very confiderable naval force, with a numerous 
body of land forces on board, commanded by 
governor Boone. Another attempt was made 
againft Angria, in 1722, by the late gallant admi¬ 
ral Matthews, then commodore upon the ftation, 
who with his fquadron, and a fmall Portugueze 
army, joined the Bombay land and fea forces in an 
expedition againft a fort called Coiiabley, near 
Choul, about fifteen leagues fouth of Bombay : but 
this was defeated by the treachery and cowardice of 
the Portugueze. In 1735, the Dutch fenta ftrong 
force from Batavia, to attack Geriah, in which they 
were defeated •, though they had an armament of 
feven armed fhips, and two bomb-veffels, with a 
numerous body of land forces. But in 1736, An- 
gria’s people took the Derby Indiaman, richly la¬ 
den from England, with 150 men j as alfo the 
Reftoration armed fhip, of twenty guns, and 200 
men, fitted out purpofeiy to cruize againft them; 
and feveral other veffels of lefs note, from the 
Englifh company. From the French they took 
the Jupiter of forty guns, with 400 flaves on board: 
and alfo made feveral captures from the Dutch, 
They had even the prefumption to attack commo¬ 
dore Lifle in the Vigilant of 64 guns, the Ruby of 
50, and feveral other fhips in company. 
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In 1751, the governor of Bombay propofed the 
reduction of Geriah to commodore Lifle ; and the 
Nanna of the Morattoes engaged to attack it by 
land : but this was prevented by a rupture between 
the Morattoes and the Moors at Aurengabad. 
However, a treaty was concluded between the 
Nanna and the governor of Bombay, for the re¬ 
duction of Angria, whenever there was a proper 
opportunity. The neceflity of this treaty was foon 
perceived; for, in February 1754, Angria’s fleet 
attacked three Dutch fliips of 50, 36, and 18 gun«; 
burnt the two large ones, and took the other. 
Angria grew infolent on this fuccefs : he built fe- 
veral veflels, fet two large fliips on the flocks, and 
boafted he fhould foon be maker of the Indian feas. 

The Morattoes defired the afliftance of governor 
Bourchier to humble this common enemy of the 
Malabar ccaft; and he fent commodore William 
James, who commanded the company’s marine 
force in India, upon that expedition. He failed 
from Bombay, on the 22d of March 1755, in the 
Proteftor of 44 guns, and the Swallow of 16; 
with the Viper and Triumph bomb veflels: but 
fuch was the exaggerated opinion of Angria’s ftrong 
holds, that the prelidency inftrudted him not to ex- 
pofe the company’s veflels to any rifque by attack¬ 
ing them ; and only to blockade the harbors, while 
the Morattoe army carried on their operations by 
land. The next day, his fquadron fell in with fe- 
ven fail of Angria’s grabs, and eleven gallivats, off 
Rajapore, and chaced them to the fouthward. On 
the fecond day, ftill continuing the chace, the com¬ 
modore was joined off Choule by feven Morattoe 
grabs and fixty gallivats, with 10,000 troops on 
board. The united fleet proceeded to Comara bay, 
where they anchored, that the Morattoes might get 
their meal on fhore, as they are prohibited by their 
religion from eating or waffling at fea. Departing 

from 
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from hence, they anchored again about fifteen 
miles north of Severndroog, when Ramajee Punt, 
the Morattoe general, dilembarked his troops to 
proceed the reft of the way by land. Commodore 
James received intelligence, that Angria’s fleet lay 
at anchor in the harbor of Severndroog, abouc 
twenty-five miles eaft of Bombay 5 and he repre- 
fented to the Morattoe admiral, that by proceeding 
immediately thither they might come upon them in 
the night, and fo effectually blockade them in the 
harbor, that few or none would be able to efcape. 
The Morattoe feemed highly to approve the pro- 
pofal ■, but had not authority enough over his offi¬ 
cers to make any of them ftir before the morning, 
when the enemy difcovered them under fail, and 
immediately flipped their cables and put to fea. 
The commodore then flung out the fignal for a 
general chafe ; but that was difregarded by the 
Morattoes, who all kept behind, and fuffered the 
Protestor to proceed alone almoft out of their fighr. 
While the Morattoes were fo timid and dilatory, 
the enemy exerted themfelves with uncommon in- 
duftrv, their gallivats towing the grabs: they flung 
overboard all their iumber to lighten their vefiels ; 
not only crouding all the iails they could bend, but 
alfo hanging up their garments, quilts, and even 
their turbands, extended on the flag-ftaves, to 
catch every breath of air. However, the Prote&or 
came within gur.-ffiot of the fternmoft •, but even¬ 
ing approached, fo that commodore James gave 
over the chafe, and returned to Severndroog, which 
he had palled feveral miles. 

Severndroog was a fortrefs upon an ifland, 
within mufket-fhot of the continent, having no 
more than two fathom and a half in the firth. It 
was ftrongly, but not regularly fortified ; the 
greateft part of the works being cut out of the folid 
rock, and the reft built with ftones ten or twelve 
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feet fquare ; having fifty-four guns mounted on the 
baftions. On the main land there were three forts j 
the largeft of which was called Fort Goa, built in 
the fame manner, with large fquare ftones, and 
mounted forty guns. The other two were built 
with ftones of an irregular fhape, and each of them 
mounted twenty guns. 

Commodore James found Ramajee Punt with the 
army befieging the three forts on the main land ac¬ 
cording to their way : but they fired only from one 
gun, a four-pounder, at the diftance of two miles, 
where the troops did not think themfelves fafe 
without digging pits, in which they fheltered them¬ 
felves covered up to the chin from the enemy’s 
fire. The commodore judged from thefe opera¬ 
tions, that they would never take the forts; he 
therefore determined to exceed the inftruftions 
which he had received from the prefidency, rather 
than expofe the Britilh arms to the difgrace they 
would fuffer, if an expedition Ihould mifcarry, in 
which they were believed by Angria to have taken 
fo great a fhare. 

The commodore began to cannonade and bom¬ 
bard the Ifiand Fort on the 2d of April ; but not 
being able to penetrate the walls, which were fifty 
feet high, and eighteen thick, rnoftly cut out of 
the rock on the fide where he made his firft attack j 
he moved his ftation fo as to reach Fort Goa with 
his lower decks, while he plied Severndroog with 
his upper tier. By this prudent difpofition, and a 
vigorous fire within a hundred yards, the north eaft 
baftion of Severndroog and part of the parapet were 
laid in ruins, about noon; when a fhell from one 
of the bomb-vefifels fet fire to a tharched houfe; 
and the Englifh, with an incefiant fire from the 
round-tops, prevented the garrifon from extinguifh- 
ing it. The blaze fpreading fiercely at that dry 
leafon of the year, all the buildings of the fort were 

foon 
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foon in flames, and among them a magazine of 
powder blew up. On this difafter, the inhabitants, 
men, women, and children, with the greateft part 
of the garrifon, in all about 1000 perfons, ran out 
of the fort, embarked in eight large boats, and at¬ 
tempted to make their efcape to Fort Goa: but 
they were prevented by the Englilh ketches, who 
took them all. This enabled the commodore to 
turn all his fire upon Fort Goa, which was fo 
feverely cannonaded, that the enemy foon hung out 
a flag as a fignal to furrender: but the governor, 
without waiting the event of a capitulation in his 
neceflitous circumftances, got into a boat with fome 
of his molt trufty men, and crofled over to the 
ifland, where he feemed refolved to maintain his 
ground, until he fhould receive fuccors from Dabul, 
which was in fight of it; trufting in the natural 
ftrength of the place, notwithftanding the ruin it 
had - fuftained by the bombardment in its walls and 
magazines. Upon this the Protestor renewed her 
fire upon Severndroog, and the commodore, under 
cover of the fire from the fhips, landed half his 
feamen, who with great intrepidity ran up to the 
gate, and with axes opened to themfelves an en¬ 
trance through the fally-port, without much lofs; 
on which the garrifon lurrendered. About the 
fame time, the other two forts on the main land 
had hung out flags of truce, and the Morattoes 
took poffeflion of them. This was all the work of 
one day, in which the fpirited refolution of com¬ 
modore James deftroyed the timorous prejudices, 
which had for twenty years been entertained of the 
impracticability of reducing any of Angria’s fortified 
harbors. 

This conqueft was followed by the furrender of 
Bancoote, a fortified ifland which commands a har¬ 
bor about fix fhiles north of Severndroog, by whole 
fate it was terrified, and furrendered on the firft 
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fummons on the 8th of April. It has a good har¬ 
bor, and a great trade for fait: but, what is more 
eflential, the adjacent country is inhabited by Ma- 
homedans, and abounds with cattle, which are 
much wanted for the ufe of the garrifon and fqua- 
dron at Bombay, who find it difficult to procure 
beeves in other parts of the coaft, as they are under 
the jurifdiction of princes of the ftridteft calls of the 
Gentoo religion, who worlhip the cow, and regard 
the killing of that animal as the greateft of crimes. 
The Morattoes confented that the Englifn company 
fhould keep Bancoote, which is now called Fort 
Vidloria, and the circumjacent country is fubjedl to 
the Siddee : but the other forts were delivered up 
by the Engliffi to the Morattoes. 

Ramajee Punt was fo much elated by thefe 
fucceffes, that he offered commodore James 200,000 
rupees, or 25,000k fteriing, if he would imme¬ 
diately proceed againft Dabul, and fome other of 
Angria’s forts fouthward of that place. This was 
certainly the time to attack them, during the <~r-,, 
ffernation into which the enemy were thrown b ; the 
Ioffes they had fullained : but the ftormy monlbon 
was approaching, and the prefidency ordered the 
commodore to bring back the fleet into harbor with¬ 
out delay. The Englifh fleet accordingly re¬ 
turned to Bombay on the 15th; and the Morattoe 
fleet returned at the fame time to Choule. 

In this fituation affairs flood in November, when 
rear admiral Watfon arrived with his fquadron at 
Bombay ; and the fair feafon being returned, he 
confented to affift the prefidency and the Morattoes 
in their farther operations againft Angria. It was 
determined to ftrike at once at the root of his power, 
by attacking Geriah, the capital of his dominions, 
and the principal harbor and arfenal of his marine 
force : but it was fo long fince any Englifhmen had 
feen this place, that, trutling to the report of the 

natives. 
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natives, they believed it to be as ftrong as Gibral¬ 
tar, and like that fituated on a mountain inacceffibie 
from the Tea. For this reafon it was reiolved to 
fend veffels to reconnoitre it, while the king’s (hips 
were cleaned and repaired. 

Commodore James in the Proteftor, with the 
Revenge and Bombay frigates, was fent to recon¬ 
noitre Geriah, accompanied by Sir James Hewet, the 
admiral’s firft lieutenant. They found Angria’s fleet 
at anchor in the harbour; notwithftanding which, 
they approached within cannon-fhot of the fort, 
which they attentively co.nfidered, and returned 
to Bombay on the 31ft of December. They def- 
cribed the place fuch as it really was; very ttrong 
indeed, but far from being inacceffibie or impreg¬ 
nable : upon which reprefentation, it was refolved 
to profecute the expedition with vigor and fpirit. 

The admiral held the proper confultations with 
the prefidency in the beginning of the year 1756 ; 
and fent the Bridgewater and King-fiffier floop, 
with fome of the company’s armed (hips, to cruize 
off that port: they were joined, on the 27th of Ja¬ 
nuary, by commodore James in the Protestor, with 
the Guardian frigate •, and remained on this ftation 
till the admiral arrived there. All things being 
ready on the 6th of February, the admiral aflem- 
bled a council of the principal lea and land officers 
belonging to his majefty and the company, when 
the ffiares of prize-money to every clafs were fet¬ 
tled, to prevent all difputes in cafe of fuccefs. The 
Morattoe army, under the command of Ramajee 
Punt, marched from Choule, from whence their 
fleet failed at the fame time ; and, on the nth, 
admiral Watfon arrived with his fquadron. 

The whole fleet confided of four fliips of the line, 
of 70, 64, 60, and 50 guns; a frigate, and a floop, 
all belonging to the king: with four frigates, and 
four bombs belonging to the company On board thefe 

fhips 
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lhips were the king’s train, and the company’s mi¬ 
litary ; being about 800 Europeans, and ioqq fe- 
poys, command by the heroic colonel Clive. The 
Morattoe fleet confifted of four grabs and forty 
gallivats, commanded by Naripunt; and the Mo- 
rattoes had alfo an army of 3000 horfe, and 10,000 
foot, under Ramajee Punt. 

The famous fortrefs of Geriah was fituated on a 
promontory of rocky land, about a mile long, and 
a quarter broad, near a miie from the entrance of a 
large harbor, which forms the mouth of a river de- 
fcending from the Balagat mountains. The pro¬ 
montory projects to the fouth-weft, on the right 
of the harbor ; and on the fides is contiguous to the 
water, inclofed by a continued rock about fifty feet 
high, on which the fortifications were built. Thefe 
were a double wall with round towers ; the inward 
wall rifing feveral feet above the outward. The neck 
of land, by which the promontory joins to the conti¬ 
nent, was a narrow fand; beyond which, where the 
ground expands, was a large open town, or pettah, 
for the habitation of fuch perfons whofe attendance 
was notconftantly required in the fort. The river, di¬ 
recting its courfe to the fouth-weft, wafhed the 
north-fides of the town, the neck of land, and the 
promontory. On the neck of land were the docks 
in which the grabs were built and repaired, from 
whence they were launched into the river ; and ten 
of them, among which was that taken from the 
company, were now lying in the river, all tied to¬ 
gether, almoft oppofite the docks. 

Such a formidable fleet, fo far beyond the ap- 
prehenfions of Angria, (truck him with terror. He 
abandoned his fort, left the town to be defended 
by his brother, and threw himfelf entirely upon 
the mercy of the Morattoes, with whom he faw 
it was neceflary to purchafe a peace at any rate. 

There 
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There were about 2000 people in the fort, 300 of 
whom bore arms. One fhip, eight grabs, and ma¬ 
ny gallivats were in the harbor. There were up¬ 
wards of 200 guns in the place, fix brafs mortars, 
and a large quantity of ammunition of all kinds. 

The Morattoes had eroded the river at fome 
diftance from the fea, and encamped to the eaft- 
ward of the Pettah. Here Angria endeavoured to 
prevail on Ramajee Punt to accept of a ranfom for 
his fort, and offered a large fum of money, if he 
would divert the ftorm that was going to break on 
him : but the Morattoes confidered him as aprifon- 
er, and infilled he fhould fend an order to put him 
in poffeffion of the fort. 

Admiral Watfon was informed of thefe clan- 
defline proceedings; and, on the 12thin the morn¬ 
ing, fent a fummons to have the fort and town fur- 
rendered to him : but receiving no anfwer in the 
time he propofed ; and finding the Morattoes, from 
whom he had received no affiftance, were trifling 
with him, he weighed in the afternoon, and flood 
into the harbor in two divifions, parallel to each 
fiother, the largeft covering the bomb-ketches and 
fmaller veffels from the fire of the fort, in the fol¬ 
lowing order. 


His majefty’s divifion. 

King-fifher floop. 
Bridgewater, 24 guns. 
Tyger, - 60 

Kent, - - 70 

Cumberland, 60 
Salifbury, 50 
Protestor, ? 

Com. fhip. 


Company’s Divifion. 

Revenge. 1 
Bombay grab.C frigates. 
Guardian. 

Drake. 

Warren. 

Triumph. 

Viper. 


bombs. 


As foon as they had paffed the point of the pro¬ 
montory they flood into the river, and anchoring 

along 
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along the north fide of the fortifications at the diP 
tance of fifty yards, began to batter them with 150 
pieces of cannon ; while the bomb-ketches plied 
their mortars, and ftruck the enemy with terror and 
aftonifhment. At four o’clock, a fhell was thrown 
into the Reftoration, an armed (hip, which Angria 
had taken from the company ■, that fhell fet her on 
fire •, and as the whole fleet were fattened together 
with her, they (hared the fame fate ; fo that in lefs 
than an hour this fleet, which had been the terror 
of the Malabar coaft for fifty years, was utterly de- 
ftroyed. 

Admiral Watfon fufpedted the enemy would 
endeavour to let in the Morattoes; which fuppofi- 
tion was verified by a deferter, who gave informa¬ 
tion, that Angria had fent orders to his brother, not 
to fuffer the Englifh to enter upon any account. 
At half paft feven, the admiral landed all the troops 
under the command of colonel Clive, who landed 
in lefs than an hour to the eaftward of the fort•, 
and to prevent the Morattoes from carrying their 
fcherne into execution, took, up his ground between 
them and the fort. ^ 

At day-light, on the 13th, the admiral ordered 
the line of battle-fnips to warp clofe in, ready to 
batter in breach, when the fignal fhould be made, 
and for that purpofe only to fire their lower tier. 
He fent Sir William Hewet up the river, with fome 
barges and pinnaces, in fearch of fome veflels ; and 
this lieutenant took poflefiion of a fnow and a grab. 
At one, the (hips warped within about a cable’s 
length of the foot of the walls, in three one-fourth 
fathoms, and fired. The enemy returned a few 
(hot, and threw four (hells: but at fifty-five minutes 
paft one, a magazine in the fort blew up ; and, at 
four minutes pad four, they threw out a fignal to 
capitulate: on which the (hips ceafed firing ; and 
lieutenant King was fent to the fort with terms. 

The 
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The admiral infilled that his troops ffiould be 
let in, and the enemy’s colors hauled down ; which 
rhey refufed ; but confented to hoift the Britifh 
colors, admit fix perfons to remain for the night, 
and deliver up the place in the morning. 

The Ihips renewed their attack at five ; and fif¬ 
teen minutes after the enemy hung out their flag 
again ; when colonel Clive came on board the Kent, 
attended by a perfon from the fort, with proper pro- 
pofals, which were agreed to, and an officer fent on 
Ihore to take pofieffion of the fort, where the Britifli 
colors were then hoifted -, and the captains Forbes 
and Buchanan took pofieffion of it with fixty men. 

Colonel Clive had blockaded the fort with his 
troops on fhore •, and by his pofition prevented the 
Morattoes from getting pofieffion of the place in a 
clandeftine manner. This was proved to be their 
defign, by an offer they made to the captains 
Buchanan and Forbes of 50,000 rupees, if they 
would fuffer them to pafs their guard: but they 
rejetted the offer with indignation, and difclofed it 
to colonel Clive; after which the Morattoes found 
it as impoffible to elude the vigilance of the com¬ 
mander, as to corrupt the integrity of his officers. 

The next morning all the Britifh troops entered 
the fort, and it was found, that notwithftanding 
the cannonade had dellroyed moll of the artificial 
works upon which they fired, the rock remained 
a ftrong and almotl impregnable bulwark ; fo that 
if the enemy had been endowed with courage fuffi- 
cient to have maintained the place to extremity, it 
could only have been taken by regular approaches 
on the land fide. 

The lofs on both fides was inconfiderable; for 
this conquefl: did not colt the fquadron more 
than nineteen men killed and wounded, and moll 
of them were by an unlucky fhot on board the 
Cumberland 5 yet every fhip received at Fall 

Vol. II. twenty 
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twenty or thirty fhot in her hull, mafts, or rigging,- 
However, the admiral laid, he fhould have been 
able to proceed to fea again in twenty-four hours, 
had there been a neceffity for fo doing. The Eng¬ 
lish found their fafety in their own bravery and 
fpirir, and by driving the enemy from their works 
with the brifknefs of their fire. The garrifon having 
once abandoned their batteries, were lafe in the ex¬ 
traordinary height and thicknefs of their walls ; for 
all their ramparts, not hewn out of the folid rock, 
were built of maffy {tone, at leaft ten feet in length, 
laid edgeways; fo that the greateft weight of metal 
made no impreffion, and would never have effected 
a breach : therefore, it is evident that the garrifon 
was fubdued by the terror of fo unufual a fire. 

There were found in the place 200 pieces of 
cannon, and fix brafs mortars i with a great quan¬ 
tity of ammunition, military and naval ftorc-s of all 
kinds •, befides money and effects to the value of 
125,000]. which were divided among the captors, 
without any referve either for the nation or the 
company. Angria’s fleet was entirely defboyed : 
thefe were eight grabs and one fhip, with a great 
number of gallivats •, as alfo two large {hips upon 
the flocks, one of which was to carry forty guns. 

About 2000 people were made prifoners, among 
whom were Angria’s wife and two children ; his 
mother, brother, and admiral, whom Mr. Watfon 
treated with the utmoft clemency. When he en¬ 
tered Angria’s palace, the family appeared, making 
a grand ialam, or reverential bending of their 
bodies, touching the floor with their faces, and 
ftreaming tears from their eyes; which was a 
moving icene to all the fpeflators. The admiral 
comforted the prifoners by many marks of tender- 
nets, and told them they were under his protection, 
i hey made another falam, and Angria’s mother 
old rolled his conqueror in thefe terms: “ The 

people 
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people have no prince ; I have no Ton ; my daugh¬ 
ter has no hufiband; nor thefe children any father.” 
The admiral anfwered, he would be their father: 
upon which, the youngelt boy, about fix years of 
age, feized the admiral’s hand, and fobbing laid, 
“ Then you fhall be my father.” It overpowered 
the heart of that gallant man, who fhed tears on 
this occafion, and took the children with him to 
bombay : but Angria, who was then thirty-five 
years of age, remained with the Morattoes, and the 
reft of his family continued under the protection of 
the Englilh at Geriah. 

There were fix Englilhmen, two Scotchmen, 
and three Dutchmen, found prifoners in the fort, 
who were happily releafed from flavery. While 
the fleet were employed in taking the plunder on 
board, the Morattoes lent detachments to fummon 
feveral other forts, which furrendered without 
making any refiftance : thus, in lefs than a month, 
they got poffefiion of all the territories wrefted 
from them by Angria’s predecefiors, and of which 
they had for leventy years defpaired of ever being 
able to recover. 

Admiral Watfon left 300 of the company’s 
European troops, and as many lepoys, in garrilon 
at Geriah ; he alfo ilationcd four of the company’s 
armed velfels in the harbor, for the defence of the 
place, as it was judged to be very tenable, and ex¬ 
tremely well fituated for the advantage of the com¬ 
pany. In the beginning of April, the fleet returned 
to Bombay, where the admiral repaired his fquadron: 
He failed from thence on the 28th of April, and 
arrived at Madrafs on the 12th of May; after 
having totaily annihilated the power of Angria on 
the coaft of Malabar. 

The fuccefs of the Englifh on this coaft, was 
greatly checkered with their lofles in other parts of 
India. Frcfh troubles arofe in Arcct between the 

Q 2 Nabob 
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Nabob and the fubordinate governors ; as alfo be¬ 
tween the viceroy of the Deckan and the French ; 
while the Fnglifh company were deprived of all 
their fettiements on the coaft of Bengal. 


CHAP. IV. 

M. Bessy is difmijfed the fervice of Salabatzing ; 
he retires with the French troops from Golconda ; 
and fortifies himfelf at Hydrabad. Salabatzing 
applies to the prcfidency of Madrass for off,jlan.ee ; 
which is granted ; but prevented by the unhappy 
fituation cf the English affairs in Bengal.— 
“TheJlate of affairs cn the coaft cf Coromandel, 
in 1756. 

S INCE the proclamation of the truce, M. Bufly 
had been conftantly employed near the perfon 
of Salabatzing ; fometimes accompanying him in 
expeditions in the field, at others refiding with him 
at Golconda, where he entirely influenced his 
councils. In the expedition which they made to 
Maiflore, they collected a large fum of money, 
without committing any hoftilities ; for the Maifio- 
reans agreed to pay 5,200,00o rupees, or 650,000). 
ilerling •, befides confiderable prefents to the princi¬ 
pal officers, among whom M. Bufly had the greateft 
fhare. 

After his return from this expedition, Salabat- 
•zing remained feveral months at Golconda; and as 
the French influence over him was never fo great in 
a time of tranquility, as when he had occafion for 
their fervice in the field, fome of the difeontented 
lords of the court, who were attached to the de- 
pofed minifier Seid Lefker Cawn, renewed their 
intrigues to diminifh the viceroy’s affedtion for the 
French; and even the Duan Shanavas Cawn, 
wearied by the perpetual reproaches of his country¬ 
men 
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men for fupporting the intereft of thofe foreigners, 
turned again and joined that party, t>y betraying of 
which he had obtained his poll. 

Their fcheme was deeply laidand to fecure 
the fuccels of it, they communicated it to Balaze- 
row, the chief of the Morattoes, whom the frequent 
defeats which he had received from M. Buffy, 
rendered as defirous as themfdves of removing the 
French troops from the fervice of Salabatzing. 

M. Buffy was every day enlarging the valuable 
and extenlive poffeffions which the French held in 
the north; and it was apparent that the ufe he had 
been endeavouring to make of his influence over 
the viceroy, was to acquire the dominion of all the 
Deckan. The French made exorbitant demands 
of poffeffions from Salabatzing, and even required 
to garrifon the fort of Golconda. Ballazerow re- 
monftrated to Salabatzing, the danger and (hame 
which the influence of a fmall body of Europeans, 
thus arrogantly giving law to a great prince, mult 
bring on his character and government. He then 
propofed, to march with their united forces agair.it 
the city of Savanore, the capital of one of the 
Patan Nabobs, by whole treachery Nazirzing and 
Muzapherzing loft their lives. The fucceffor of 
that Nabob had refufed allegiance to Salabatzing 
and entered into adefenfive alliance with Morarow, 
whom Balazerow had regarded as a rebel ever fince 
he affefted to be independent of the Saha Rajah’s 
authority. 

Salabatzing confented to this propofal of Ba¬ 
lazerow ; and both their armies appeared in the 
month of March before Savanore. This place is 
fituated about 200 miles fouth of Golconda, and 
thirty north-weft of Bifnagar : it w'as ftrongly for¬ 
tified, and the garrifon was reinforced by Morarow 
with a great body of Morattoes. However, the 
operations of M. Buffy foon reduced the Nabob and 
Morarow to enter into a negociation, and both of 

3 them 
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rhem made their fubmifiion ; Morarow not only to 
Salabatzing, but alfo to Palazerovv, 

Immediately after this fuccefs, the difcontented 
lords demanded of Salabatzing to difmifs the French 
troops, and oblige them to retire to Mafulipatnam. 
M. Bulky faw the impoffibility of refilling the com¬ 
bination formed againlt him •, and making a merit 
of neceflity, pretended to be as defirous as his ene¬ 
mies could wilh him of quitting a fervice fo full of 
diicontent: but his defign was to fecure the pro¬ 
vinces which Salabatzing had given the French. 
He therefore took his leave of the Soubahdar, 
without any marks of dilgulf, and marched away 
with the troops under his 'command, which were 
600 Europeans, with 5000 fepoys, and a fine train 
of artillery. However, his enemies fufpected his 
defign, and determined to cut off" his troops on 
their march. Orders were fent to all the Poiygars 
to oppofe their paftage, and Balazerow detached 
6000 Morattoes to harrafs them ; but they marched 
with little iofs to Hydrabad, where they arrived on 
the 14th of June. 

M. Buffy took pofieffion of a garden which had 
formerly belonged to the kings of Golconda, deter¬ 
mining to keep his poll until he fhould receive 
fome luccors from Pondicherry and Mafulipatnam, 
from which places he was to be joined by 500 men, 
who were to be landed at Mafulipatnam, from 
whence they could march to Hydrabad in fif¬ 
teen days. 

Salabatzing prepared to march and attack the 
French in Hydrabad and as a furer means of re¬ 
ducing them, difpatched exprefifes to the prefidency 
of Madrafs, defiring they would immediately lend 
a body of troops, to alfilt him in a fervice in which 
their own intereft was fo nearly concerned. No¬ 
thing could be more acceptable to the prefidency 
than this invitation ; as they defpaired of ftriking 
a: the French influence in the northern parts of the 

Deckan, 
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Deckan, on which the very exiftence of the Eng- 
Ji(h on the coaft of Coromandel feemed to depend. 
They therefore with great alacrity allured Salabat- 
zing of their intentions to comply with his requeft, 
and were on the point of ordering a detachment of 
400 Europeans and 1500 fepoys to take the field: 
but in the middle of July, they received letters 
from Bengal, informing them of the greateft dan¬ 
ger that had ever threatened the company’s fcttle- 
tnents in Indoftan ; to retrieve which from utter 
perdition required nothing lefs than the exertion of 
the utmoft force that could be fpared from the coaft 
of Coromandel : but during the expedition againft 
Angria, no material alterations happened in the 
Engiifh and French affairs on that coaft. 

The detachment fent under the command of 
major Kilpatrick, to affift the Nabob in collecting 
his revenues from the Polygars to the north of Ar- 
cot, kept the field until the end of the year, with¬ 
out committing hoftilities •, for the Polygars fub- 
mitted and paid their tribute to the Nabob, who 
was anxious to draw the troops out of the countries 
of thofe infignificant chiefs, to employ them againft 
one of much greater confequence. This was Mor- 
tiz Allee the Phoufdar of Velore, whole great 
riches, extenfive territory, and the vicinity of his 
capital to Arcot, rendered him alrnoft as confidcr- 
able in the province as the Nabob himfelf, who pre¬ 
vailed on the prefidency of Madrafs to affift him in 
the reduction of Velore. Accordingly the detach¬ 
ment on its return to Arcot, from the expedition 
againft the Polygars, was reinforced with 200 Eu¬ 
ropeans, feveral companies of fepoys, and two 
eighteen-pounders: the whole now amounting to 
500 men in battalion, and 1500 fepoys, who en¬ 
camped on the 30th of January 1756, within 
cannon-fhot to the fouth of Velore. 

The Phoufdar had early intelligence of their ap¬ 
proach, and applied for affiilance to M. de Leyru, 

Q^4 the 



2 j 2 A VOYAGE TO 

the governor of Pondicherry, who wrote to the 
prefidency of Madrafs, that he regarded their pro¬ 
ceedings againft Velore, as a breach of the truce, 
and fhould commence hoftilities if the Englilh 
troops were not withdrawn ; and, as a proof of his 
intention, he ordered 700 Europeans, with 2000 
fepoys to take the field. 

At the fame time that Major Kilpatrick was 
alarmed by the approach of fuch an enemy in the 
rear, he found that Velore was too flrong to be re¬ 
duced by the force under his command. Mortiz 
Allee had all'o his anxieties i for next to the dread 
of being vigoroufly attacked, nothing was fo terri¬ 
ble to him as the neceffity of admitting a body of 
French troops into his fort although, to amufe 
the Englifh, he publicly declared that he fhould 
not hefitate to take this ftep if they commenced 
hollilities : both fides having cogent reafons to 
avoid them, a negociation was opened, and Ma¬ 
homed IfTouf was lent into the town to fettle the 
terms. The Phoufdar agreed to pay 200,000 
rupees, or 25,000k fterling, on condition that he 
fhould never be molefted either by the Nabob 
or the company : but his propofal was rejected, 
though the French troops were advanced as far as 
Arni: upon which the Englifh returned to Arcot, 
and the French marched back to Pondicherry. 

When the account came to Madrafs of the lofs 
of Calcutta, and all the fubordinate factories in 
Bengal, the neceflity of re-eftablifhing the fettle- 
ments there fuperfeded every other confideration. 
As the Englifh were thus prevented from fupport- 
ing Salabatzing in his meafures, he was obliged 
to alter his refolutions; and finding that M. Bufly 
was joined by 500 Europeans, under M. Law, 
he loon admitted the French into his fervice again. 
The confequence was, that the French, in 1757, 
took from the Englilh the fadlories of Vizagapat- 
nam, Bandermalanka, and Ingeram. 


BOOK 



BOOK VIII. 


The State of Affairs in the Kingdom of Bengal, 
in the Tears 1756 and 1757 . 


CHAP. I. 

A defcription of Bengal; with an account of Cal¬ 
cutta and Fort William, the English pre- 
fidency in that kingdom. The viceroy Surajad 
Dowla takes the field againjl the Englifh, and 
reduces their fort at Cossimbuzar : he befieges and 
takes Calcutta. His cruelty to the Englifh in 
Fort William; and the fujferings of the unhappy 
perfons confined in the black-hole , where only twenty- 
three furvived out of 146. 

I Have before obferved, that the Mogul empire 
confifts of three grand divifions, of the Indoftan, 
the Deckan, and Bengal: as alfo that the tirft is go¬ 
verned by the emperor himlelf, and the other two 
by his viceroys, who apparently profefs an allegiance 
to him, but really aft as independent iovereigns. 
The Suba*, or viceroy of Bengal, had alfo the pro¬ 
vinces of Bahar and Orixa annexed to his govern¬ 
ment, and afted in every refpeft as an abfolute 
prince. t 

Bengal is the mofl eaflern province of the Mo¬ 
gul’s dominions, and is annually overflowed by 
the Ganges, as Egypt is by the Nile. It lies upon 


* Or Soubah. 
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the mouth of the Ganges, and is bounded by the 
Provinces of Patna and Jefnat on the north ; the 
kingdom of Aracan on the eaft ; the bay of Bengal 
and the province of Orixa on the ibuth ; and by 
the provinces of Narvar and Maiva on the weft; 
extending about 400 miies in length from eaft to 
weft, and 300 in breadth from north to fouth. 

The bay of Bengal is the largeft and deepeft in 
the known world, extending from the fouth part 
of Coromandel to the river Huegley* ; in which 
fpace it receives the great rivers Ganges and G.uena 
from the weft fide ; as alfo the Arakan and Menam- 
k.iori or Avar river from the eaft fide. But Ben¬ 
gal, as a coaft, is fuppofed to extend only from 
■Cape Palmiras on the north coaft of Golconda, to 
the entrance into the Ganges. That river rifes in 
the mountains of Nigracut, part of Great Tartary, 
receives many other rivers, and alter a courfe of 
3000 miles, falls into the Gulph of Bengal by fo 
many mouths, that travellers are not agreed in the 
number of them : however, the common paflage 
for European {hipping is up the river Huegley, one 
of the molt weftern branches. 

The foreign and domeftic trade of Bengal are 
very confiderable ; as may appear from the great 
number of Perfians, Abyftinians, Arabs, Chinefe, 
Guzarats, Malabarians, Turks, Moors, Jews, Geor¬ 
gians, Armenians, and merchants from all parts of 
Afia, who refort there. All the Chriftian nations 
eftablifhed in the Eaft-Indies alfo fend their {hipping 
to Bengal; and it is with the merchandizes of tins 
country that they partly make their returns to Eu¬ 
rope, befides what they export for their India 
trade. The principal merchandizes at Bengal are 
Elks, cotton-cloths, pepper, rice, falt-petre, wood 
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for dying, terra merita, Iacca, yellow and white 
wax, indigo, camphor, aloes, and gum gutta. 

The places of the greateft commerce, and where 
the Englifli, French, and Dutch have their bell 
eftablilhments are, Calcutta, Cofllmbuzar, Hueg- 
ley, Pipley, and Balifore. The capital of the 
viceroy is Muxadabad, which is large and popu¬ 
lous : and Fort William, or Calcutta, is the prin¬ 
cipal place belonging to the Englifh company in 
Bengal; of which I have given a particular account 
in the firft volume. 

The capital city of the kingdom of Bahar is 
Patna, which lies in 85 degrees of eaft longitude, 
and 26 of north latitude, upwards of 400 miles 
from Calcutta. It extends feven miles in length 
upon the banks of the Ganges, and is half a mile 
broad ; fo that it contains many thoufands of inha¬ 
bitants, and is a place of great trade for falt-petre 
and opium. Mr. Robert Eyre was the Englifli 
chief here ; but the company withdrew their factory 
in this city in 1750. It confided of a chief, three 
council, and two affiftants ; with a lieutenant and 
forty folaiers under his command. It was thought 
very ftrange that the company Ihould relinquifh 
this fadory, while they were able to tranfport the 
commodities of Bahar fafely down the Ganges, 
fince the deftrudion of the Morattoes on the banks 
of that river ; and more efpecially as the company 
had great influence with the Nabob, who had then 
no other European fadory in his government. If 
frauds were committed in that factory, they ought 
to have been detected •, not the fadory to be loft by 
us, to give the French an opportunity of iucceeding 
in the fettlement. Mr. Cole obtained a penfion i 
and Mr. Robert Eyre was difmiffed the fervice •, 
though it appears by Mr. Eyre’s add refs to the 
company in 1753, that he had fhewn they differed 
a lofs amounting to upwards of 100,0001. by em¬ 
bezzlements. 
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bezzlements, falfe entries, and bad conduct at 
Patna, 

Or ix a has fuch bad ports, that little trade is 
carried on there. 

The richnefs and fertility of Bengal, with the 
fafe and extenfive navigation of the Ganges, fhew 
the importance of the fettlements within thefe limits; 
and have engaged the trading companies of the 
maritime nations in Europe to eftablifh factories 
upon the banks of the Ganges; which will be bet¬ 
ter feen by the following account of the villages on 
each fhore, fo far as they ferve to convey an idea 
of the intereft of the Englifh company. 

The firft town on the river Huegley is Culculla, 
a good market for coarfe cloth ; as alfo for corn, 
oil, and other produce of the country. A little 
higher is the Dutch Bankfhall, or place where 
their fhips ride, when the currents prevent their 
getting up the river. From Culculla and Juanpar- 
doa, two large deep rivers run to the eaft ; and on 
the weft fide there is another that runs by the back 
of Huegley Ifiand to Radnagor, famous for manu¬ 
facturing cotton, cloth, and filk romaals or hand¬ 
kerchiefs: and on the fame river is grown the 
greateft quantity of fugar in Bengal. Fonjelly, a 
little market town for corn, ftands fomewhat higher 
on the eaft bank of Huegley river, and exports 
great quantities of rice : and about a league above 
Ponjelly, was a pyramid, which ferved for a land¬ 
mark or boundary of the Englifh Eaft-India com¬ 
pany’s fettlementof Calcutta, that is about a league 
higher up. 

At this time Calcutta was a very fiourifhing 
place, and the prefidency of the Englifh company 
in Bengal. It was fituated on the moll wefterly 
branch of the Lefifer Ganges, in Xj degrees of eaft 
longitude, and 22 0 45' of north latitude ; 130 miles 
north-eaft of Balifore, and 40 fouth of Huegley. 

The 
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The governor refided in Fort-William; having fix 
council, and other officers, as at Madrafs and Bom¬ 
bay ; to whom all the other Englifh factories at 
Huegley, Pipley, Dacca, and Balifore were fubor- 
dinate. The town was large, fair, and populous ; 
being inhabited by many private Englifh merchants, 
and feveral rich Indian traders, who fupplied the 
company with the commodities of the country. 
The fort was ftrong, and had a garrifon of Euro- 
ropeans and fepoys. The plan of it was an irregu¬ 
lar tetragon, built with brick, and mortar called 
puckah, made of brick-duft, lime, molafTes, and 
hemp, which becomes as hard and durable as done. 
The governor’s houfe was within the fort and was 
a handfome, regular ftructure. There were alfo 
convenient lodgings for the factors, ftorehoufes for 
the company’s goods, and magazines for their am¬ 
munition. The company had alfo good gardens 
and fifh-ponds •, with an hofpital for the fick. On 
the other fide of the river there were docks for re¬ 
pairing and careening the fhips near which the 
Armenians had a good garden. All religions were 
tolerated here: the Pagans carried their idols in 
proceffion; the Mahommedans were not difcoun- 
tenanced ; and the Roman Catholics had a church. 
About fifty yards from the fort was the Englifh 
church, built by the contributions of the merchants 
and feamen who came to trade there. The Eng¬ 
lifh had the Mogul’s permiflion to fettle at Calcutta 
in 1690; and Mr. Job Channock, the company’s 
agent in Bengal, pitched upon that fpot, for the 
fake of a large fhady grove which grew there : but 
it was the word place he could have marked out; 
for three miles to the north-ead there is a falt-lake, 
which overflows in September ; and when the flood 
retires in December, there is fuch a prodigious quan¬ 
tity of filh left behind, that they putrify and infeft 
the air. Bsfides the Gentoos worfhip the Ganges, 

and 



1/ 

238 A VOYAGE TO 

and bring their Tick people ro its banks, to die 
near it: they entirely burn the bodies of the rich ; 
but only disfigure thofe of the poor with the flames, 
and throw them into the river, where they float in 
great numbers, and are preyed on by the crows. 

Calcutta was generally garrifoned by 300 Eu¬ 
ropeans, who were frequently employed in convey¬ 
ing the company’s veflels from Patna, loaded with 
falt-petre, piece goods, opium, and raw filk: for 
as the company held the fettlement immediately of 
the Mogul, they were under no apprehenfions of 
being difpoflefled. Indeed, the Raja’s, whofe go¬ 
vernments extend along the Ganges, between Cof- 
fimbuzar and Patna, had fometimes interrupted 
that navigation, and endeavored by force of arms 
to exact the payment of certain duties for all mer¬ 
chandize that pafied on the coalt: but their force 
had been iupprefied, and no farther danger was 
dreaded from them. 

The trade of Bengal fupplied rich cargoes for 
fifty or fixtv (hips yearly ; befides what was carried 
in fmaller veflels to the adjacent countries; and the 
article of falt-petre only was become of fuch great 
confequence to the European powers, that every 
thing was attempted by the French and Dutch to 
deprive the Englifh of that advantage. For this 
reafon it was greatly to be fufpected that thefe rivals 
in trade had fpirited up the new viceroy to extirpate 
the Englilh factories within his dominions, under 
various flight pretences, of being treated with dif- 
refpect by governor Drake •, of a right to certain 
duties, which were refufed by the company; and 
for giving protection to the Moors. 

The viceroy Alvedeikam died on the 4th of 
May 1756, and was fucceeded by his nephew Sura- 
jad Dowla*, who behaved in a very tyrannical 


* The French call him Saradiot Dollah. 
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manner to all perfons, and particularly to thofe 
of diftinction, whole effects were feized, and 
the European nations forbid to afford them any 
protection or retreat > with which orders the French 
and Dutch ftrictly complied: but the Englifh 
incurred the refentment of the viceroy, by im- 
prifoning a rich Indian at Calcutta, who had been 
of great fervice to their company. His name was 
Omychund, an eminent Gentoo merchant, who had 
lived leveral years in the diftrict of Calcutta, under 
the protection of the Englilh company, and was 
now imprifoned by governor Drake. In 174.7, rhe 
Englilh were in fuch a bad fituation here, that they 
had no money, and had ftretched the company’s 
credit as far as it would then bear: they had alfo a 
large provilion of goods to make •, and that part of 
the inveltment alone, to be provided at Calcutta, 
exclullve of the fubordinates. amounted to 2,400,000 
rupees. The whole body of merchants declared, 
they were incapable of furnifhing the Englilh with 
any goods, unlels the ready money was to be ad¬ 
vanced: but what moft perplexed the fa&ory was, 
their orders from England, exprefsly forbidding 
them to employ Omychund as a Dadney merchant. 
Thefe orders arrived juft at this time, when he was 
not only one of the company’s principal creditors, 
but was the only man that could be of any fervice 
at that junfture, by his intereft and inPxuence abroad. 
However, Omychund was prevailed on to go to 
the council, and tell them, that, though the com¬ 
pany was angry with him, he was always ready to 
ierve them, and was then willing to contraft for 
one-third of the whole inveltment; for which he 
would be paid on delivery of the goods, or re¬ 
ceive bonds bearing intereft, if they had no money 
in the treafury •, which propofal created fuch an 
envy and emulation among the other merchants, 
that the Englilh happily accomplilhed the cargoes 

cf 
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of four (hips. However, this wealthy Indian was 
imprifoned at Calcutta, which gave the viceroy a 
pretence of marching his army towards that place. 

The viceroy took the field, on the 30th of May 
1756, with an army of 30,000 horfe ; 40,000 foot; 
and 400 elephants. On the 2d of June, he detach¬ 
ed 20,000 men to inveft the Englifh fort at Coffim- 
buzar *, a large and mercantile town, fituated upon 
an ifland formed by the weft branch of the Ganges, 
two miles below Muxadabad, 60 weft from Dacca, 
and 70 miles north of Huegley, which ftands about 
100 miles up the mouth of the river. The Englifh, 
French, and Dutch had factories here. The country 
about it was very fertile, and the inhabitants re¬ 
markably induftrious, being employed in many 
ufeful manufadtures. They generally furnifh 22,000 
bales of filk a year, each bale weighing joolb. 
They have alfo taffeties, and the moft beautiful 
cotton-cloths of the country. 

The Englifh fort was fmall, but regularly built ; 
had 60 cannon mounted, and was garriloned by 300 
men, principally fepoys. The viceroy pretended 
he had received many infults from governor Drake: 
but he deferred attacking the fort, until he had 
propofed a treaty of accommodation with Mr. 
Watts, the chief of this fadlory, whom he fum- 
moned to a conference in his pavilion, about a mile 
and half from the town ; under a folemn aflurance, 
that he fhould be no ways molefted. Mr. Watts 
imprudently confented, and fet out with his furgeon, 
attended by four Peons : but when they were about 
mufket-fhot from the fort, Mr. Watts was feized 
by a party of the viceroy’s troops, who manacled 
him with the folds of a turban, and conducted him 
in that manner before the viceroy. That imperious 
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prince would hardly deign to look on him ; but 
compelled him to fign a paper, acknowledging a 
large debt to the viceroy •, after which, he ordered 
the prifoner to fend for Mr. Collet and Mr. Jacklon, 
two of the council. As foon as thole gentlemen 
entered the tent of the viceroy, he fecured Mr. 
Batfon, and fent Mr. Collet back, that he might 
prevail on the Englilh to furrender the factory at 
diferetion ; the viceroy threatening death to his 
two prifoners, whom he treated with the utmoft in¬ 
dignity, and fent prifoners to Muxadabad. He alfo 
terrified the garrifon by vowing deftrtxrtion to them 
all, if he took the fort by afTault. 

The furrender of the fort was warmly oppofed 
by fome of the gentlemen in the company’s fervice: 
but the majority of the people prevailed, and the 
fort was furrendered on the 4th, without oppofition •, 
whereby the chief, three of the council, and four 
writers; with lieutenant Elliot, and 50 Europeah 
foldiers, were made prifoners. When the Moors 
entered the fort, they feized on every thing, ill- 
treated the people, ftript them almoft naked, and 
lent them prifoners to Huegley, where they were 
clolely confined, till they were removed to Muxa¬ 
dabad. 

The redubfion of this fort greatly furprized all 
the Europeans fettled in India: but the country 
people were in hopes that the Englilh would punifli 
the viceroy, and deliver them from his tyranny. 
The viceroy was encouraged by this fuccefs, and 
marched with all his force againft Calcutta, which 
was inverted on the 15th. He peremptorily 
threatened to drive all the Englilh out of his 
dominions; yet wrote to governor Drake to ac¬ 
commodate matters with him; if the governor 
would pay him his duty upon the trade for fifteen 
years part, defray the cxpence of his army, and 

Voe. II. R deliver 



242 A VOYAGE TO 

deliver up the Indian merchants who were then in 
the fort ; which the governor refufed. 

The viceroy attacked one of the redoubts at the 
entrance of the town-, but was repulfed with a 
great daughter of his troops. The Englifh had 
two pafles, v/ith three guns mounted on each, and 
guarded by fifty men. On the 16th, the vice¬ 
roy attacked the other advanced poft, which kept a 
conftant fire, and killed many of his troops. Not- 
withftanding this oppofition, a third attempt was 
made on the i8tb, when the Englifh troops aban¬ 
doned thofe pofts, and retreated to the fort. The 
viceroy entered the town, and fuffered his troops to 
plunder it for twenty-four hours. He then ordered 
the fort to be attacked for which purpois, he 
threw up a fmall breaft work, and mounted two 
twelve-pounders on it; from whence they fired two 
or three times in an hour; but never could have 
made a breach. 

The governor affembled a council of war, to 
confider of the ftate of affairs, when the captain 
of the train informed them, there was not ammu¬ 
nition in the fort for three days : in eonfequence of 
which report, the principal ladies were fem on board 
the Ihips lying before the fort. Thefe were eight 
fhips then at anchor in the river; and the ladies 
were followed by the governor, who declared him- 
felf a Quaker, and left the place to be defended by 
Mr. Hoi well, the fecond in council, who was de¬ 
termined to defend the place to the laft extremity. 

Besides the governor, there were four of the 
council, and eight gentlemen in the company’s fer- 
vice-, four officers, and too foldiers; with 52 free 
merchants, captains of fhips, and other gentlemen, 
who efcaped on board the fhips at Fulta, where 
were alfo 59 of their ladies, and 33 of their children. 
The whole number left in the fort were about 250 
effective men, with Mr. Holwell, four captains, 

five 
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five lieutenants, fix enfigns, and five ferjeants; as 
alfo fourteen fea captains, and 29 gentlemen of the 
factory. 

Mr. Holwell held a council of war; divided 
three cherts of treafure among the difcontented 
foldiers, to whom he made large promifes for their 
courage and fidelity ; fecured the keys of the gates 
himfelf; and gallantly ftood the next morning to 
the defence of the place. The attack was as briflc 
as could be made by the Moors, who got poffelfion 
of the houfes round the fort, from whence they 
galled the Englifh much, and drove them from the 
baftions : but the Moors were feveral times diflodged 
by the fire from the fort, which killed upwards of 
12,000 men, with the fofs of only five Englifti 
foldiers, the firft day. The attack was continued 
until the 20th in the afternoon, when many of the 
garrifon were killed or wounded, and their ammu¬ 
nition was almoft exhaufted ; upon which a flag cf 
truce was hung out from the fort. Mr HoUvell 
intended to make an honorable and fafe retreat on 
board the Ihips, while he demanded a capitulation 
to amufe the enemy: but the fhips had fell down 
feveral miles from the fort, without leaving even a 
boat to facilitate Mr. Holweli’s efcape. During 
the parly from the walls, the back gate was betrayed 
by the Dutch guard •, the Moors entered the fort in 
a body, killed all thofe who firft pref-.nted them- 
felves, and made the reft prifoners. 

The viceroy and his troops were in poftlffion of 
the fort before fix in the evening. Mr. Holwell 
had three audiences of him, and the lair was in 
durbar, or council, before feven ; when the viceroy 
repeated his afturances to him, on the word of a 
foldier, that no harm fhoulJ come to the Engiifh : 
but the moft unparalleled a£ts of inhumanity were 
infiifted upon the unhappy prifoners, who were 
threatened with momentary destruction. 

R 2 
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It is believed, the viceroy’s orders were only 
general, that the Engliffi ffiouid be fecured for that 
night: but what followed might be the refult of 
revenge and relentment in the breads of the lower 
clafs of jemmidaars, or officers of the rank offer- 
jeants, who had many of their order killed during 
the fiege. However, the viceroy was enraged not 
to find the treafure he expe&ed in the fort, which 
had been fecured on board the ffiips. 

As foon as it was dark, the Englifh prifoners, to- 
the number of 146, were directed by the jemmi¬ 
daars who guarded them, to colled! themlelves into 
one body, and fit down quietly under the arched 
veranda, or piazza, to the weftward of the black- 
hole prifon. Befides the guard over them, another 
was placed at the fouth-end of this veranda, to pre¬ 
vent the ei'eape of any of them. About 500 gun¬ 
men, with lighted matches, were drawn up on the 
parade ; and foon after the fadtory was in flames to 
the right and left of the prifoners, who had various 
conjectures on this appearance. The fire advanced 
with rapidity on both fides ; and it was the pre¬ 
vailing opinion of the Englifh, that they were to 
be fuffocated between the two fires. On this they 
foon came to a refolution of rufhing on the guard, 
feizing their lcymitars, and attacking the troops 
upon the parade, rather than be thus tamely roafted 
to death : but Mr. Holwell advanced, and found 
the Moors were only fearching for a place to con¬ 
fine them in. At that time, Mr. Holwell might 
have made his efcape, by the affiltance of Mr. 
Leech, the company’s lmith, who made his efcape 
when the Moors entered the fort, and returned juft 
as it was dark, to tell Mr. Holwell, he had pro¬ 
vided a boat, and would infure his efcape, if he 
would follow him through a paflage few were ac¬ 
quainted with, and by which he then entered. This 
might eafily have been accompliffied, as the guard 

took 
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took little notice of it: but Mr. Holweli told Mr. 
Leech, he was refolded to fhare the late of the gen¬ 
tlemen and the garnfon.-, to which Mr. Leech 
gallantly replied, that “ then he was refolved to 
fhare Mr. Holwell’s fate, and would not leave him.” 

The guard on the parade advanced, and ordered 
them all to rife and go into the barracks. Then, 
with their muikets preiented, they ordered them to 
go into the biack-hole priion •, while others, with 
clubs and lcymitars, preffed upon them fo ftrong, 
that there was no refitting it •, but, like one agitated 
wave impelling another, they were obliged to give 
way and enter •, the reft following like a torrent. 
Few among them, the foldiers excepted, had the 
leaft idea of the dimensions or nature of a place they 
had never feen •, for if they had, they ihould at all 
events have rufhed upon the guard, and been cut 
to pieces by their own choice, as the leiTer evil. 

It was about eight o’clock, when thefe 146 un¬ 
happy perfons, exhaufted by continual action and 
fatigue, were thus crammed together into a dun¬ 
geon about eighteen feet fquare, in a clofe fultry 
night in Bengal ; Shut up to the eaft and fouth, the 
only quarters from whence air could reach them, 
by dead walls $ and by a wall and door to the north ; 
open only to the weft by two windows, ftrongly 
barred with iron, from which they could receive 
icarce any circulation of frefli air. 

What muft enfue, appeared to them in very 
dreadful colors, the inftant they faw the fize and 
fituation of the room. Many unfuccefsful attempts 
were made to force the door •, for having only their 
hands to work with, and the door opening inward, 
all endeavors were vain and fruitlefs. They plainly 
perceived, that death, attended with the moft hor¬ 
rid train of circumftances, muft prove their inevita¬ 
ble deftiny. 

R 3 Mr. 
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Mr. Holweli advifed them to preferve a calm 
mind, and quiet refignation to their fate •, which 
produced a fhort interval of peace: but that paufe 
was not a little difturbed by the cries and groans of 
the many wounded. Mr. Holwell offered a Jem- 
midaar two thoufand rupees, to get them feparated 
half in one place, and half in another. The Moor 
attempted it twice; but faid it could not be done 
without the Soubah’s order, who was afleep, and no 
one dared awake him. 

They had been but few minutes confined before 
every one fall into a perfpiration fo profufe, that no 
idea can be formed of it. This brought on a 
raging thirft, which increafed in proportion as the 
body was drained of its moifture. Various expe¬ 
dients were thought of to give more room and air. 
Every man was (tripped, and every hat put in mo¬ 
tion : they feveral times fat down on their hams; 
but at each time feveral of the poor creatures fell, 
and were inftantly fuffocated or trod to death. 

BEfORE nine o’clock every man’s thirlt grew in¬ 
tolerable, and refpiration difficult. Efforts were 
again made to force the door; but (till in vain. 
Many infults were ufed to the guards, to provoke 
.hem to fire in upon the prifoners, who grew out- 
ageous, and many delirious. “Water, water”, 
lecame the general cry. Some water was brought; 
)ut thefe fupplies, like fprinkling water on fire, 
)nly ferved to raile and feed the flames. The con- 
■:'ufion became general, and horrid from the cries 
and ravings for water ■, and fome were trampled to 
death. This fcene of mifery proved entertainment 
to the brutal wretches without, who fupplied them 
with water, that they might have the fatisfacfion of 
feeing them fight for it, as they phra r ed it; and held 
up lights to the bars, that they might lofe no part 
of the inhuman diverfion. 


Before 



THE EAST-INDIES. 247 

Before eleven o'clock, mod; of the gentlemen 
were dead, and one third of the whole. Third grew 
intolerable : but Mr. Hoiweil kept his mouth moift 
bv fucking the perfpiration out of his dart ileeves, 
and catching the drops as they fell, like heavy rain 
from his head and face. By half an hour after 
eleven, mod; of the living were in an outrageous 
delirium. They found that water heightened their 
uneadnefles •, and “ Air, air,” was the general cry. 
Every infult that could be devifed againft the guard ; 
ali the opprobrious names that the viceroy and his 
officers could be loaded with, were repeated, to pro¬ 
voke the guard to fire upon them. Every man 
had eager hopes of meeting the fird fhot. Then a 
general prayer to Heaven, to haden the approach 
of the dames to the right and left of them, and put 
a period to their mifery. Some expired on others ; 
while a deam arofe as well from the living as the 
dead, which was very offenfive. 

About two in the morning, they crouded fo much 
to the windows, that many died Handing, unable 
to fall by the throng and equal preffure round. 
When the day broke, the ftench arifmg from the 
dead bodies was unfufferable. At that juncture, 
the Soubah, who had received an account of the 
havoc death had made among them, fent one of his 
■officers to enquire if the chief furvived. Mr. Hoi- 
well was ffiewn to him ; and near fix an order came 
for their releafe. 

Thus they had remained in this infernal prifon 
from eight at night until fix in the morning, when 
the poor remains of J46 fouls, being only twenty 
three, came out alive •, but mod of them in a high 
putrid fever. The dead bodies were dragged out 
x)f the hole by the foldiers, and thrown piomifcu- 
oufly into the ditch of an unfinifhed ravelin, which 
was afterwards filled with eat tit, 
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Those who furvived were Mefiieurs Holweli* 
Court, Cooke, Lufhington, Moran, and Burdet; 
the captains Mills and Dickfon, and enfign Wal¬ 
cott; Mrs. Carey, whole hufband was a captain of 
one of the fhips, whom fhe accompanied into the 
prifon, where he died ; John Meadows, and twelve 
military and militia blacks and whites. Among 
the dead were Edward Eyre and William Baillie, 
Efqs; both of the council ; the reverend Jervas Bel¬ 
lamy, and 21 gentlemen in the krvice; three mi¬ 
litary captains, five lieutenants, five enfigns, five 
ferjeants, and 12 fea-captains ; in all 54 gentlemen, 
and 69 common men. Mr. Eyie was brother to 
the dean of Wells, and to Mr. Robert Eyre the 
chief of Patna. Mr. Baillie was the fon oh dodtor 
Baillie; a Scotch gentleman, and late judge of the 
vice-admiralty court in Ireland. 

History has never furnifhed a faft fo full of 
horror; and no tyrant ever devifsd a more tortur¬ 
ing fcene of barbarity, not even Phalaris. 

Messieurs Holvvell, Court, Border, and Wal¬ 
cott, were ordered into the cuftody of an officer, 
and the reft were immediately fet at liberty, except 
Mrs. Carey, whofe youth and beauty caufed her 
to be detained for the tyrant. The voluntary op- 
pofition of Mr. Holwell incenfed the viceroy aga.nit 
him; and fuppofing that he would not have un¬ 
dertaken a work of lupererogation, attended with 
fuch fatigues and danger, upon d.finterefled prin¬ 
ciples, he made no doubt that there were very great 
treafures in the fort, in which he was concerned as 
a proprietor. It happened unfortunately, that Mr. 
Holwell in the hurry and confufion of the fiege, 
after the fort had been deferred by the governor, 
forgot to fet Omychund at liberty. It never once 
occurred to him, or he had certainly done it, be- 
caufe he thought his imprifonment unjuft : but 
Omychund relented this negledt as an act of inju- 
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dice ; and Mr. Holwell thought that the hard 
treatment he met with, might be attributed to 
Omychund’s infinuations; in which opinion he was 
confirmed by the confinement of the three gentle¬ 
men leledted to be his companions, who were all of 
them perfons againft whom Omychund had con¬ 
ceived a particular relentment. 

Mr. Holwell was in a high fever, and unable 
to (land ; yet in that condition he was conduced 
before the viceroy, who told him, he was well in¬ 
formed of great treafures being buried or fecreted 
in the fort ; that Mr. Holwell was privy to it; and 
muft difcover it, if he expe&ed favor. Mr. Hol¬ 
well urged every thing he could to convince the 
viceroy there was no truth in the information : but 
he was ordered prilbner under Mhir Muddon, ge¬ 
neral of the houlhold troops; and, as fuch, was 
conducted, together with Meffieurs Court, Walcot, 
and Burdet to the camp, within the outward ditch, 
near Omychund’s garden, which was above three 
miles from the fort. Mr. Holwell was threatened 
to be fhot off from the mouth of a cannon ; and 
among the guard that carried him from the viceroy, 
one bore a large Morattoe battle-ax, which occa- 
fioned a report that he was beheaded. They were 
all loaded with fetters, though in a fever; in which 
condition they were conveyed to Muxadabad, to 
wait the return of the viceroy. 

They embarked in a Weilack, or large boat, 
on the 24th, and were thirteen days in their paflage 
to Muxadabad, which is about two hundred miles 
up the river from Calcutta. Their provifion was 
only rice and water ; and they had bamboos to lie 
on ; but as their fever was come to a crifis, their 
bodies were covered with boils, which became run¬ 
ning fores, expofed to excefilve heats and violent 
rains, without any covering, or fcarce any cloaths, 
and the irons on their legs confumed the flefh ai¬ 
med: to the bone. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Hoewell, as a prifoner of (fate, was 
eftimated and valued to Bundo Sing Hazary, who 
commanded the guard, at four lack of rupees, or 
50,000 k iterling. 

They arrived at the French fadtory, on the 7th 
of July in the morning, and were waited on by 
Mr. Law the French chief, who generoufly fup- 
plied them with cloaths, linen, provifions, liquors, 
and money. About four in the afternoon, they 
landed at Muxadabad, and were confined in an 
open liable, not far from the Soubah’s palace. This 
march drew tears of difdain and anguifh of heart 
from them: thus to be led like felons, a fpectacle 
to the inhabitants of this populous city. They had 
a guard of Moors placed on one fide, and a guard 
of Gentoos on the other. The immenfe croud of 
fpeflators, who came from all quarters of the city 
to fatisfy their curiofity, fo blocked them up from 
morning until night, that they narrowly efcaped a fe- 
cond fuffbcation,the weather being exceffiveiy fultry. 

Here they experienced every adt of humanity 
and friendlhip from Meffieurs Law and Vernet, the 
French and Dutch chiefs at Ccflimbuzar, who left 
no means uneflayed to procure their releale. MefT. 
Rofs and Elkftone, the Dutch chief and fecond at 
Muxadabad, regularly fent them provifions, and 
daily vifited them. The whole body of Armenian 
merchants were mod kind and friendly to them. 
Meffieurs Llaftings and Chambers bad obtained 
their liberty by the French and Dutch chiefs be¬ 
coming bad for their appearance : and this iecurity 
was offered for Mr. Holwell, but without effect. 

After the taking of Calcutta, r'.re Soubah called 
it Allynagore, and left Rajah Monickchund, a 
Gentoo, governor there, who expelled molt of the 
Indian inhabitants, and obliged them to feek for 
protedtion from the French and Dutch factories at 
Cbandsnagore, and Chinfura. Mr. Boddom, the 

Engl till 
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Englifh chief at Ballafore, with two other gentle¬ 
men, and twenty-five military, quitted that fabtory 
by order of governor Drake, and went on board 
the fhips at Fuita. The fame was done by Mr. 
Amyatt, the chief at Jugdea, who came on board 
with five other gentlemen, and twenty military. 
But Mr. Beecher, the chief at Dacca, four of the 
council, three gentlemen, and three ladies, with 
twenty-four military, were made prifoners •, though 
they were afterwards permitted to live in the French 
fadtory, by whofe intercefiion they were fet at 
liberty. 

The Soubah arrived at Muxadabad on the nth 
of July ; and in his way called at Huegley, where 
he releafed Mr. Watts and the other gentlemen 
confined there. On the 15th, he ordered Mr. Hol- 
well and his three companions to be conducted to 
the Kelia, or Soubah’s palace, to have an audience, 
and know their fate. They had no admittance that 
day to the Soubah ; but they faw feveral of his 
minifters, who had entered his court in the utmoft 
pomp and magnificence, brought out difgraced, 
in the cuftody of the guards. Mr. Holwell and 
his companions obtained their releafe at the inter- 
cefiion of Allyverdy Cawn Begum, the dowager 
princefs, grandmother of the Soubah, who folli- 
cited their liberty at a feaft the preceding night; 
and he promifed to releafe them on the next day, 
when he called on them, as he went by to his pa¬ 
lace of Mooteejeel. They made him the ufual 
falam •, and Mr. Holwell addnffcd him in a fiiort 


fpeech, letting forth their fufferings, and petitioned 
for their liberty. He gave no anfwer ; but ordered 
the guard immediately to cut their irons off, and to 
conduct them wherever they chcfe to go, as alfo to 
take care they received no trouble or infult. As 
foon as their legs were free, they took boat, an4 
proceeded to the Dutch mint near the city, where 
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they were received and entertained with real joy and 
humanity. Mr. Holwell foon after embarked for 
England ; and the Soubah was foon after punifhed 
for his cruelty. 


CHAP. II. 

Admiral Watson and colonel Clive fail with the 
fquadion and troops from Madrass to Bengal. 
'They take the forts a/Busbudgia, Tanna, and 
Huegley ; and retake Calcutta and Fort 
William from the Sous ah in 1757. Colonel 
Clive defeats the Soubah near Calcutta, and com¬ 
pels him to fign a peace. Colonel Clive takes Fort 
d’Orlean at Chandenagore from the French. 
The English agree with Jaffeir Allee Cawn 
to depofe the Soubah, who is defeated and taken 
prifoner by colonel Clive at Plasset ; after which 
he is beheaded, by Jaffeir Allee Cawn, who is placed 
on the throne at Muxadabad. His indemnifica¬ 
tion to the Englifh for their lofs, and his rewards 
for their affiftance.—The French take Vizagapat- 
nam from the Englilh.— Admiral Watfon dies at 
Calcutta, and is jucceeded in the command by vice- 
admiral Pococke. Remarks. 

I T was reported, that the Englifh company bad 
loft two millions fterling by the viceroy’s re- 
duftion of Calcutta •, which made it neceffary for 
the prefidency of Madrafs to relinquifh the agree¬ 
ment with Salabatzing the Soubah of the Deckan, 
and to fend all their force to oppofe Surajad Dowla 
the Soubah of Bengal. Colonel Clive was accord¬ 
ingly difpatched with 400 Europeans, and 1000 fe- 
poys from Coromandel to Bengal. 
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Admiral Wat Tod failed from Madrais on the 
16th of October 1756, with all his fquadron and 
the troops on board; accompanied by the Walpole 
and Marlborough Indiamen. They had a tedious 
pafiage; and arrived at Ballafore road on the 5th of 
December. The admiral croffed the braces on the 
8th, proceeded up the river Huegley, and arrived 
at Fulta on the 15th, where he found governor 
Drake, and the gentlemen of the council, on board 
the company’s Ihips. As the pilots would not take 
charge of the Ihips until the fprings were over, the 
admiral could not proceed higher till the 28th, 
when he failed with the Kent, Tyger, Salifbory, 
Tridgewater, and King’s-filher floop : and the next 
afternoon, the company’s troops were landed under 
the command of colonel Clive. 

The troops were to march and attack Bufbudgla 
fort by land, while the fquadron was to attack it by 
water. This fort belonged to the Soubah, and 
was extremely well fituated for defence ; having a 
wet ditch round it; but badly provided with can¬ 
non. The fquadron anchored before the fort, and 
began to cannonade about eight in the morning on 
the 30th; and half an hour after the king’s troops 
were landed to lupport colonel Clive. The (hips 
foon filenced the fort, which was fet on fire, and 
abandoned. The garrifon and people efcaped; 
leaving eighteen guns, from twenty-four pounders 
and downwards, and forty-two barrels of powder, 
with ball in proportion. One of the company’s 
captains was killed, and four foldiers wounded. 

On the iftof January 1757, the Kent and Tyger 
anchored between Tam.a fort and a battery oppo- 
iite to it; both of which the enemy abandoned, as 
the (hips approached. About forty guns, fome of 
which were twenty-four pounders, and all mounted 
on good carriages, with fome powder and ball were 
found in this fort and battery ; and the admiral 
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left the Salifbury as a guard-fhip, to prevent the 
enemy from regaining them. In the night, he fent 
the boats, manned and armed, up the river, to 
burn a fhip and fome veflels, faid to be filled with 
fcombuftibles ; which was executed without oppo- 
fition. Thus the Englifh had opened a paflage to 
the fort of Calcutta, the late fcene of the deplora¬ 
ble fufferings of fo many of their unfortunate 
countrymen. 

Earlv the next morning, the company’s troops 
were landed, and marched to Calcutta; while the 
fhips proceeded up the river, and drove the enemy 
from fome batteries below the town. The Kent 
and Tyger ftill failed on, together with the twenty 
gun fhip and (loop. The Englifh were animated 
with revenge at the affe&ing fight of Fort William; 
and, at ten minutes part ten, the Tyger and Kent 
made fo warm a fire, that the enemy were foon drove 
from their guns, and ran out of the fort, which 
captain Coote, with the king’s troops, and an 
officer from the Kent, entered a little before eleven. 
They found 91 guns of different fizes, four mor¬ 
tars, and a confiderable quantity of all kinds of 
ammunition. The fhips fuffered very little in their 
mads, yards, and rigging: there were only nine 
feamen and three foldiers killed ; with twenty-fix 
feamen and five foldiers wounded. 

An expedition was then propofed againfl Huegley, 
which was fituated on the other fide of the river, 
about fixty miles above Calcutta. It was a large 
town, fubjedt to the Soubah, and chiefly inhabited by 
Indians and Portugueze: but this was alio the place 
of rendezvous for all nations who traded to Bengal; 
its warehoufes and fhops being always filled with the 
richeff merchandize of the country ; and the Dutch 
had a fa&ory there which was large and magnifi¬ 
cent. This expedition was undertaken by the 
twenty gun fhip and floop ; the boats of the fqua- 

dron 
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dron manned and armed ; afilfted by all the king’s 
troops, amounting to 170, the company’s grena¬ 
diers, and 200 fepoys, commanded by major Kil¬ 
patrick. They failed on the 5th, under the com¬ 
mand of captain Smith, of the Bridgewater; and, 
on the nth, the place was taken and deftroyed. 
The Englilh took twenty guns, and a great quan¬ 
tity of ammunition. As the city was deftroyed, 
together with the granaries and ftorehoufes of f.ilt 
ficuated on the banks of each fide the river, it was 
of great prejudice to the viceroy, as they contained 
a ftore for the fubfiftence of his army, while in that 
part of the country. 

Thus the Englifh became mafters of the ftrong- 
eft places of trade in Bengal-, and their fuccefiesin¬ 
flamed the Soubah more than ever, who found that 
Indian forts could not refift Englilh valor. He 
therefore marched with an army of 10,000 horfe, 
and 15,000 foot; with which he intended nothing 
lefs than the total expulfion of the Engi.lh out of 
Bengal. His army was feen marching by the Englifii 
camp, on the 2d c.f February, about a mile dis¬ 
tance towards Calcutta, where they encamped. 

Colonel Clive had only 400 Europeans, and i6co 
fepoys: but, on the 15th, he was reinforced by a 
detachment of failors; 180 from the Kent, 173 
from the Tyger, 120 from the Salifbury, 29 from 
the Bridgewater, 37 from the Sloop, and 30 from 
the Indiamen; in all 569, commanded by captain 
Warwick. The whole body was to force and drive 
the viceroy out of his camp •, and began to march 
ac three in the morning, with the failors attend¬ 
ing the train, which confifted of fix field pieces, 
and one haubitzer. The king’s troops and com¬ 
pany’s grenadiers were in the rront, the battalion 
next, then the train, and the fepoys in the rear. 
About five, the troops in the van entered the Sou- 
bah’s camp, when they weie charged by the 
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Moorilh horfe •, and by the time the rearguard 
were entered, the engagement became general frorti 
hedges and bulhes. The Englilh played their ar¬ 
tillery, defending the right and left of their army 
all the way through the camp, and driving the 
enemy before them with great rapidity, till they 
lodged themfelves in a tope, behind fome hedges. 
From thence the Soubah detached a large body of 
horfe, with two cannon, to the crofs road of the 
Bunglo; but colonel Clive foon diflodged them, 
and marched into the fort. In this a&ion the 
viceroy had 1300 men killed and wounded, and 
21 of the former were officers : he had 500 horfes 
killed, as alfo 300 draught bullocks, and four ele¬ 
phants. The Englilh had two captains of the com¬ 
pany’s troops, 17 private foldiers, 12 feamen, and 
10 fepoys killed ; with 15 feamen, and 50 foldiers 
and fepoys wounded ; but lieutenant Lutwidge of 
the Salilbury, was mortally wounded. 

This attack was not attended with the defired 
fuccefs : yet it was fufficient to make the Sou¬ 
bah very follicitous to accelerate a peace, which 
was concluded on the 9th of February, and con- 
fifted of the feven following articles : 

I. That whatever rights and privileges the king 
had granted the company, lhould not be de¬ 
puted •, and the immunities therein mentioned 
lhould be confirmed. 

II. That all goods palling and repairing through 
the country, by land or water, with Englilh 
orders, lhould be exempt from any tax, fee, 
or impolition. 

III. That all the company’s factories feized by 
the Soubah lhould be returned : and all mo¬ 
nies, goods, and effefts be reftored, or ac¬ 
counted for. 


IV. That 
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IV. That the Englifh fhould have permiffion to 
fortify Calcutta, as they thought proper. 

0 

V. That they fhould have liberty to coin their 
own imports of bullion and gold. 

VI. That the viceroy, and his principal officers 
and minilters, fhould ratify this treaty by 
ligning and fealing, and fwearing to abide by 
the articles therein contained. 

VII. That admiral Charles Watfon and colonel 
Robert Clive, on the part and behalf of the 
Englifh nation .and of the company, agreed to 
live in a good underftanding with the Soubah, 
to put an end to thefe troubles, and be in 
friendfhip with him while heobferved and per¬ 
formed thefe articles. 

* 

But the Soubah required, that the governor and 
council fhould alfo fign them with the company’s 
feal, and fwear to the performance on their part. 
The articles were equally honorable and advantage¬ 
ous to the company, with refpeft to their polfeffions 
and privileges granted by the Mogul, the freedom 
of trade, and the indemnification of all lofies fuf- 
tained. The treaty was ratified on oath; but no 
confidence could be placed in the Soubah, even' 
under that folemnity, after the perfidy he had lately 
fhewn. He foon difregarded the treaty, and re¬ 
newed his preparations for war ; while the Britifh 
commanders were convinced of the infincerity of 
the French, who had infligated the Soubah to 
opprefs the Englifh •, and therefore they undertook 
the reduction of the French factory at Chandena- 
gore *, which is about a league below Huegley, 


Vor. II. 


7 Or Chandernagore, 

S 


and 
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and where the French had their prefidency of Fort 
d’Orlean. 

Colonel Clive was joined by 300 troops from 
Bombay, which increafed his army to 700 Euro¬ 
peans and 1600 fepoys. He marched with this 
force, on the 12th of March, from Calcutta to 
Chandenagore, which he inverted, and took pof- 
feflion of all the out-ports, except one redoubt, 
fituated between the river fide and the fort ^alls, 
wherein were mounted eight cannon of twenty-four 
pounders, four of which pointed down the river. 
Admiral Watfon ordered the twenty gun fliip and 
floop up the river, to cover the boats attending on 
the camp ; and followed themj on the 15th, with 
the Kent, Tyger, and Salifbury •, which anchored 
on the 18th, about two miles below Chandenagore, 
where they met with fome delay until the 24th. 

The French had done every thing in their power 
to obftrudt the paffage of the Britifh fhips, by fink¬ 
ing two fhips, a ketch, hulk, and fnow, as alfo a 
vefiel without marts, within gun-fhot of the fort *, 
and laying two bombs, moored with chains, acrofs 
the river: but the bombs were cut adrift by the 
Englifh, whole pilots found out a proper channel 
to pafs through, without weighing any of the veflels. 
Before this was fufficiently known, admiral Pococke 
came up in his boat, and hoifted his flag on board 
the Tyger. 

The fhips weighed on the 24th, and failed up at 
fix in the morning : the Tyger led, the Kent was 
in the center, and the Salifbury in the rear. The 
French began to fire from the redoubt, which was 
abandoned as foon as the leading lhip got a-breart 
of it. The fhips were placed at three quarters after 
fix, when the fignal was made for engaging, which 
continued very brifk on both fides until a quarter 
part nine. The land forces alfo kept a good and 
conrtant fire the whole time, from two batteries of 

four 
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four and two guns, they had railed near the fort. 
The French then waved a flag of truce over their 
walls, and defired to capitulate. 

The articles of capitulation were loon fettled, 
and were nine in all •, whereby it was agreed ; 

“ That the deferters were to be abfolutely 
given up: 

That ail the officers of the garrifon were to be 
prifoners on their parole of honor; with liberty to 
carry their effects where they pleafed, on promifing 
they would not ferve againft his Britannic majefty 
during the prefent war: 

That the foidiers of the garrifon fhould be pri¬ 
foners of war, fo long as the war continued ; and 
when peace was made, they fhould be fent to 
Madrafs or to England: 

That the fepoys were not to be prifoners, and 
fhould have leave tp return on the coaft in their 
country : 

That no Europeans (hould reGde at Chandena- 
gore i but the French jefuits might go wherever 
they pleafed, with all the ornaments of their church: 

That the admiral would do juftice to the inha¬ 
bitants, concerning their houfes and eftates ; but as 
to the French factories of Coflimbuzar, Dacca, 
Patna, Jeuda, and Ballafore, they were to be fet¬ 
tled between the Soubah and the admiral: 

That the directors, councilors, and thofe em¬ 
ployed under them, had leave to go where they 
pleafed, with their cloaths and linen. 

These articles were figned by Meffieurs Lapor- 
tiere, Nicolas, Sugues, Renault, Fournier, and 
Caillot', after which admiral Watfon fent captain 
Latham afhore, to receive the keys, and take pof- 
fefiicm of the fort, into which colonel Clive march¬ 
ed with the king’s rroops about five in the afternoon. 
This was a great lofs to the French, who had in the 
fort 183 pieces of cannon, from twenty-four poun- 

S 2 ders 
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ders downwards ; three fmail mortars, and a great 
quantity of ammunition. Befides the fhips and vef- 
fels funk below, to flop up the channel, they funk 
and run afhore five large fhips above the fort; and 
the Englifh took four (loops and a fnow. The 
French had 500 Europeans, and 700 fepoys, in the 
fort; of which 40 were killed, and 74 wounded. 
The Englifh had 32 men killed, and 99 wounded : 
among the former were Mr. Samuel Perreau and 
Mr. Rawlins Hay, firft and third lieutenants of the 
Kent; and the maker of theTyger: among the 
wounded were admiral Pococke, (lightly hurt; and 
captain Speke and his fon, by the fame ball; the 
latter had his leg (hot cff, and died foon after: the 
greateft part of the wounded buffered much, being 
hurt chiefly by cannon-fhot, and many of them 
died. 

Thus the Englifh forces reduced four forts, and 
efiablifhed the military charadfer of their country 
in Afia. All their operations were concerted with 
judgment, and executed with fpirit. The viceroy 
was humbled, and the French were difmayed : but 
though the power of the French company was 
broke, great danger was (fill to be apprehended 
from the perfidy and refentment of the Soubah, who 
was averl'e to comply with the ftipulations he had 
made. His violent and tyrannic fpirit had difcon- 
tented his own courtiers, particularly Jaffeir Aliee 
Cawn, who was one of his principal generals, and 
held ieveral other confiderable employments. The 
great reludlance which the viceroy (hewed to com¬ 
ply with the articles of the peace, occafioned many 
letters to pafs between him and admiral Watfon. 
In moft of them, the former never failed to be 
very liberal in his promifes; but this was all that 
could be obtained from him. Thefe delays, after 
the final execution of the peace, were in effeft the 
fame to the commerce of the kingdom, as if none 

had 



THE EAST-INDIES. 259 

had been concluded: and the leading men at the 
court of Muxadabad, knowing the faithlefs difpo- 
fition of their prince, and perceiving no probability 
of an ellablifhed peace in their country, began to 
murmur, and entered into a confpiracy to dived 
him of the government. 

This confpiracy was headed by Jaffier Allee 
Cawn, who communicated it to Mr. Watts, the 
fecond in council at Calcutta •, and intrcated their 
affidance. The committee debated on this impor¬ 
tant affair with due attention and circumfpeftion j 
when it appeared, that the Soubah was fo far from 
complying with the articles of the peace he had 
l'olemnly lworn to obferve, that he would not per¬ 
mit the Englifh to put a garrifon into Coffimbuzar; 
and had given drift orders not to fuffer even a pound 
of powder and ball to pafs up the river. It farther 
appeared, that the Soubah had given the dronged 
invitations to M. BufTy, while he commanded in 
Golconda, to join him with all the troops he could 
bring. Thefe meafures of the Soubah gave the 
Englilh council very little reafon to believe he had 
any intention to continue even on peaceable terms 
with them longer than he thought himfelf unable 
to engage in a war againft them : it was therefore 
judged mod advifeable to join Jaffier Allee Cawn 
with their troops •, as fuch a dep feemed the molt 
effeftual way of eftablilhing a peace in the country, 
and fettling the Englilh on a good and permanent 
foundation. 

For this purpofe a treaty was entered into with 
Jaffier Allee Cawn, who therein ftyled himfelf, 
“ Meer Mahmud Jaffier Cawn Bahadar, the Have 
of Allum Geer, Mogul,” and admiral Watfon, 
colonel Clive, governor Drake, Mr. Watts and the 
committee. It confided of twelve articles, and was 
dated, “ the 15th of the moon Ramazan, in the 
4th year of the prefent reign.” 

S 3 
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By thistreaty, “ Jaffier Allee Cawn agreed to, and 
admitted of, the agreement and treaty made with the 
Soubah Surajah Dowla: that the enemies of the 
Englifh fhould be his enemies, whether Europeans 
or others •, that whatever goods and factories be¬ 
longed to the French in Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa, 
fhould be delivered to the Englifh •, and the French 
never permitted to have fadtories or fettlements any 
more in thefe provinces : 

“ That to indemnify the company for their 
Ioffes, by the capture of Calcutta, and the charges 
they had been at to repoffefs their factories, he 
would give one hundred Crore * of rupees, or 
1,250,0001. fterling : that to indemnify the Eng- 
lifh inhabitants, who fuffered by the capture of Cal¬ 
cutta, he would give fifty lack of rupees, or 
625,0001. fterling: that to indemnify the lofles fuf¬ 
fered by Gentoos, Moormen and others, he would 
give twenty lack of rupees, or 250,000!. fterling: 
and that to the inhabitants, the Armenian Peots of 
Calcutta, who fuffered by the capture, he would 
give feven lack of rupees, or 87,5001. fterling: 
the divifion of all thefe donations were to be left 
to the admiral, the colonel, and committee. 

“ That he would give up entirely to the com¬ 
pany the Morattoe ditch all round Calcutta, and 
600 yards all round about the ditch : 

“ T hat the lands to the fouthward of Calcutta, 
as low as Culpee, fhould be under the government 
of the Englifh company ; but the rents fhould be 
paid into the Mogul’s treafury : 

“ That whenever Allec Cawn fent for the affift- 
ance of the Englifh troops, their pay and charges 
fhould be disburfed by him: 

“ That from Huegley downwards he would 
build no new forts near the river. 

“ And that, as foon as he was eftablifhed Sou- 

* One Crore is 100 lack, and one lack it about iz,;oof. 
fterling. 
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bah of the three provinces, he would immediately 
perform thefe articles •, 

“To which he fubfcribed a note, in his own 
hand-writing, to the following purpofe •, 

“ In the prefence of God and his prophet, I 
fwear to abide by the terms of this argeement, while 
I have life.” 

Some other principal men were united in this 
confederacy, who agreed, that Jaffier Alice Cawn 
fhould fucceed to the Soubahfhip, as he was a man 
of the firft quality, and held in great efteem by all 
ranks of people. 

The Englilh troops took the field under the 
command of colonel Clive, who marched, on the 
13th of June, from Chandenagore towards Coffim- 
buzar } while the admiral took care to garrifon the 
former place with his feamen. He alfo ordered the 
20 gun Ihip to anchor above Huegley, and keep 
the communication open with the colonel; whom 
he farther aflifted with a lieutenant, feven mid- 
fhipmen, and 50 feamen, to ferve as gunners in the 
expedition. 

On the 19th colonel Clive took the fort and 
town of Cutwa, fituated on the weft fide the river, 
that forms the iftand of Coffimbuzar, on which 
Muxadabad is feated. The army remained there, 
for intelligence from Jaffier Allee Cawn, until the 
22d, when they crofted the river, and were met 
the next day by the Soubah, at the head of a nu¬ 
merous army, near Plafiey, where colonel Clive 
obtained a complete viftory. 

The Soubah had 20,000 men in the field, ex- 
clufive of thofe who favoured the confpirators: he 
was alfo joined by 50 French troops who worked 
his artillery: but too confiderable bodies com¬ 
manded by Jaffier Allee Cawn, and Roy Dulub, 
were drawn too far from the line to aft ngainft the 
Englifh. The Soubah marched out of his encamp- 

S 4 ment 
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ment at eight in the morning, to furround the 
Englifh, who were drawn up near a grove by the ri¬ 
ver, where his own hunting-houfe fecured their 
ammunition : but colonel Clive put his army to 
flight, and took pofieflion of his camp, with up¬ 
wards of fifty cannon and all his baggage. The 
numher killed among the Soubah’s troops were 
few, as they only flood a cannonading. The Englilh 
had 19 Europeans and 30 fepoys killed and wound¬ 
ed. The Soubah fled with the few who continued 
faithful to him, among whom where Montol, his 
prime minifter; and Monickchund, his late gover- * 
nor of Calcutta. 

The victorious colonel Clive entered Muxada- 
bad in a triumphal manner, and placed Jaffier 
Allee Cawn upon the throne, who had the ufual 
homage paid him by all ranks of people, as Sou¬ 
bah of the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orixa. 
He entered his capital on the 26th, and was inau¬ 
gurated on the 30th : but the fame day as this dig¬ 
nity was conferred on him, his rival Surajah Dowla 
was taken prifoner, and privately put to death, in the 
25th year of his age, by the new Soubah’s fon and his 
party. 

Mr. Law, the French chief at Coflimbuzar, had 
collected near 200 European troops, and was com¬ 
ing to the afliftance of Surajah Dowla, a little time 
before he was taken prifoner: but Mr. Law ad¬ 
vanced no farther when he heard what was done. 
The tyranny which the late Soubah exercifed upon 
his own lubjefts made his life odious •. and the bar¬ 
barity which he committed on the Englilh at Cal¬ 
cutta made his death as much unpitied, as that aft 
was execrated. 

Thus, in about a fortnight, an entire revolution 
was accomplifhed in a great and populous ftate, 
whereby the French were entirely driven out of 
Bengal and all its dependencies; and more lolid 
profit was reaped by the Englifh Eafl-India com¬ 
pany. 
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pany, with few men, and a fhort campaign, than 
has been done by crowned heads, and powerful 
armies, in thofe bloody wars which have almoft 
drained the veins of Europe to the laft ebb. It 
is amazing, that the government of a vaft king¬ 
dom, as extenfive as molt in Europe, equal to any 
in the fertility of its foil, fuperior to many in the 
richnefs of its commerce, and inferior to few in the 
number of its inhabitants, fhould be fo fuddenly 
transferred by fuch a handful of troops, who in 
Europe are undeferving the name of an army: but 
the vidors were Englilhmen, and their leader was 
Clive, who feems to have been born a general! If a 
Juftin or a Curtius had been living in our times, what 
would they have faid, to find the glory of Alexan¬ 
der the Great outrivalled by a Britilh fubjed? 
Alexander invaded India with an army of 120,000 
horfe and foot: but the places he took, and the 
conquefts he made, were attended with no difficulty. 
Porus fell into his hands, and he reftored him to 
his kingdom. A private fubjed of Great Britain 
has done an acl equally as brave and great: his 
few foldiers would have followed him to the utmoft 
limits of the globe ; yet Alexander could not pre¬ 
vail upon his numerous army to pafs the Ganges, 
and attack Aggamenes. 

The new Soubah, among other ads of gratitude 
ffiewn to his brave allies, made a noble prefent to 
the Engliffi troops and failors, by whole valor he 
had acquired his dignity. He gave them fixty lack 
of rupees, or 750,000 k fterling-, and the furns fhi- 
pulated by the treaty for other fervices amounted to 
1,875,0001. fterling for the Engliffi company and in¬ 
habitants; befides 337,500k for the other inhabi¬ 
tants of Calcutta: fo that the amount of the whole 
was 2,962,500 k 

The trealury of the depofed Soubah was found 
very ffiort of expedation: however, colonel Clive 

fer.t 
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fent down to Calcutta one third of the furn ftipa- 
Jated in the agreement, which was 737,5001. and 
as much more was foon to follow as would make it 
up half. The other half was to be paid in three 
years, at three annual and equal payments. 

The joy among the Britifh forces for thefe fuc- 
ceffes in Bengal, was fomewhat damped on the ar¬ 
rival of the Marlborough Indiaman at Calcutta 
from Vizagapatnam on the coall of Coromandel, 
with an account of the French fucceffes in thofe parrs. 

When Salabatzing found he could procure no 
affiftance from the Englifh, he found it necefiary to 
accommodate his differences with the French, and 
re-admit them into his fervice. M. Buffy was rein¬ 
forced by 500 Europeans under Mr. Law, and un¬ 
dertook to reduce the Englilh factories of Ingeram, 
Bandermalanka, and Vizagapatnam. This having 
been forefeen, the greateft part of the company’s 
effects were (hipped off from the two former places, 
upon the firft alarm of hoftilities: but it was ex¬ 
pected that the laft would make feme defence, as it 
was garrifoned by 140 Europeans, and 420 fepoys. 

M. Bussy inverted Vizagapatnam with 850 Eu¬ 
ropeans, 6000 fepoys, and 4000 pikemen, with 30 
pieces of cannon •, which foon obliged the place to 
furrender by capitulation, whereby ic was agreed ; 

“ That the place, with its fortifications, artil¬ 
lery, marine and military {lores, arms, and other 
ftores, fhould be delivered up to the French com¬ 
pany ; as alfo all that fhould be found in the diffe¬ 
rent magazines belonging to the Englifh company : 

“ That the chief, the council, and all thofe 
employed in the Englifh company’s fervice, the of¬ 
ficers and all others both civil and military, fhould 
be prifoners of war on their parole : 

“ That all the foldiers, failors, and other Eu¬ 
ropeans, fhould be prifoners as long as the war fhould 
continue between the king of France and the king 

of 
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of England, or until they Ihould be exchanged.” 
Befides, the capture of this place gave the French 
the entire poflefiion of the coaft from Ganjam to 
Maffulipatnam. 

Affairs were not more fuccefsful in the Jbuthcm 
provinces, where the rebel Polygars had united 
their troops againft Mauphus Cawn, who obtained 
a complete vidtory over them near Tinevelly, 
killed 2000 colleries, and took 300 horfe, with 
fome elephants; befides all their baggage and ar¬ 
tillery. After this vidtory, Mauphus Cawn pre¬ 
vailed upon the Englifh fepoys to quit Madura, 
and then feized upon that part of his brother’s do¬ 
minions as an ufurper. 

But all the Englilh in thofe etftern parts wertf 
greatly more concerned for the fudden and unex¬ 
pected death of admiral Watfon, who loft his life 
by a fever in that country where he had eftablifhed 
an immortal reputation. He died on the 16th of 
Auguft 1757, and was buried the next day in the 
church of Calcutta; His corpfe was attended to the 
grave, by all the principal inhabitants of the place, 
who intended to eredt a handfome monument to his 
memory. He was created vice-admiral of the red 
before an account of his death arrived in England ; 
and a very elegant monument was erected to his 
memory in Weftminfter-Abbey. 

Colonel Clive happily efcaped the dangers of 
war, and the intemperance of the climate, to enjoy 
in his native country the honor he had atchieved, 
and the fortune he had acquired, by his heroic and 
unparalleled adts. He commanded in Bengal in 
1758, when he fent two-thirds of his force for the 
fecurity of Madrafs; from thence he returned to 
England, where he was created a peer of Ireland, 
and made a knight of the bath. 

Vice admiral Pococke fucceeded admiral Wat¬ 
fon in the command: he was joined in Odtober 

*7 57 
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1757 by commodore Stevens; and was feveral 
times vidorious over the French in thofe Teas; 
after which he returned full of glory to England, 
where he received thofe honors due to his diftin- 
guilhed merit. 

But we fhall find, that the new Soubah was de- 
pofed, in November 1760, for his bad adminiftra- 
tion of government; and that his fon-in-law Mir 
Mahmud Coffim Allee Cawn fucceeded to the 
throne of Bengal. This great event was princi¬ 
pally brought about by the addrefs of Mr. Van- 
fittart, the prefident at Calcutta; and as the princi¬ 
pal inhabitants of the country concurred therein, no 
blood was fhed. The new Soubah confirmed all 
the company’s privileges, and granted many valu¬ 
able new ones, with the addition of a confiderable 
fum of money : but even this Soubah was after¬ 
wards depofed by thofe who placed him on the 
throne, and Jaffier Allee Cawn was reftored. 

All this fhews, that the Britifh power is now 
more regarded than ever in the Eafx-Indies, where 
many fenfible people think we ought to have a mi¬ 
litary government; for the natives would pay no 
regard to the company if the governors were not 
looked on as appointed by the king. Our company 
always make ufe of his majefty’s name, which is 
attended with good effe&s: but if the governor 
was called his excellency, it wrnuld ftrike a terror 
in the natives, among whom every thing goes by 
external figure. Our company are at great expence 
in fupporting the dignity of their governors : but 
though the French company nominate their gover¬ 
nors, they mull be approved of by the king. The 
people of India defpife merchants, and honor fol- 
diers : if a foldier bows to the Soubah, he returns 
it ; but never to a merchant. Even a naked foldier 
is looked on as a gentleman in India, therefore our 
king’s foldiers appear great among them. It has 

been 
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been thought, that if Calcutta, Madrafs, Bombay, 
and St. Helena, were each of them, with their de¬ 
pendencies, created into a feparate colony, with a 
governor appointed by the king, to be affifted by a 
council and affembly, chofen by the people, as in 
America, they would make as rich and flourilhing 
colonies as Virginia or Jamaica, fince their trade 
and commodities are of more value: and if the 
free merchants there were incorporated with the 
black merchants, who are exceflive rich, and with 
the Indian artizans, who are fober and induftrious, 
thefe colonies would foon grow up to fuch a height 
as can hardly be conceived. They would be fo far 
from a monopolizing company, that they would 
not only be able to defray their own charges, but 
give affiftance towards paying off the national 
debt. 


BOOK 
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BOOK IX. 

The Military and Naval Operations in India, 
between the English, French, and 
Dutch, in the Tears ij$j, 1758, 1759, 
and 1760, until the Departure of Admiral 
Pococke and Colonel Clive from Bengal 
to England. 


CHAP. I. 

Reinforcements fent from England end France to 
India, in 1757; and their arrival there in 1758, 
under commodore Stevens, and general Lally.— 
‘The French, under M. d’Auteuil befiege Tri- 
chinopoli, in 1757: but the place is relieved by 
captain Cailiaud, who gets poffeffion c/Madura, 
Colonel Ford attacks Nellore without fuccefs. 
Colonel ALDERCRONii^r^jOuTREMALOuR. ^be 
French plundei * Conjeveram, and take Chetta- 
put; which ends the campaign of 1757.— Three 
fhips belonging to the Englifh Eaft-India company 
defeat two French men of war off the Cape of 
Good Hope, in June 1757. 

W A R had been declared between Great Bri¬ 
tain and France upwards of two months, 
before any ftiip was fent from England to give 
notice of it in the Eall-Indies: but, in 1757, a 
fquadron of five fhips was fent there under the 
command of commodore Stevens, who joined vice- 
admiral Pococke in Madrafs*Road, on the 24th of 

March 
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' March 1758. The French alfo Tent five men of 
war and cwo frigates to India, with a large body 
of troops under the command of general Laily, who 
arrived at Pondicherry on tlie 2 2d of April follow¬ 
ing : but before the arrival of thefe reinforcements 
on the coaft, the French made an attempt to fur- 
prize Trichinopoli in April. 

M. d’Auteuil was charged with this lervice, 
who inverted the place with 900 men in battalion, 
and 4000 fepoys, with 100 huffars, and a great 
body of country horfe, Trichinopoli was not then 
in a condition of defence againft fuch a force ; be- 
caufe the greaceft part of the garrifon had marched, 
under the command of captain Cailiaud, to befiege 
Madura. However, captain Cailiaud received ad¬ 
vice of what the French had undertaken, and by 
forced marches with all his Europeans, and woo of 
the beft fepoys, with four days provifions in their 
knapfacks, he marched to fave Trichinopoly at all 
events} while the French were as refolute to pre¬ 
vent his entrance into the town. 

M. d’Auteuil drew up his troops in four divi- 
fions, which formed a chain quite acrols the plain, 
where it was ex petted the Englifh would be obliged 
to attempt a pafiage. The French cavalry was ad¬ 
vanced in the front, and divided into fmall parties, 
to pofiefs the roads and ports all around; except 
the plantation grounds, which extended about nine 
miles to the weftward of the town, and was lb 
damp, by the overflowing of the waters for the 
rice harveft, that it was impoffible to march over it 
without being knee deep in mud at every ftep 
therefore it was left unguarded, as it was deemed 
impafiable for an army. 

Captain Cailiaud was informed by his fpies of 
this difpofition made by the enemy, and refolved 
to take his route by this negletted and difficult way; 
but with fuch precaution as to give no fufpicion of 

without 
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his intentions. He proceeded forward in the high 
road, without the lead appearance of his defign, 
until the clofe of the evening, when he wheeled off 
his troops towards the rice fields. They arrived at 
the plantations about ten that night ; and after a 
moft fatiguing march of feven hours, unnoticed by 
the enemy, advanced within cannon-fhot of the 
fort, and were admitted undifcovered. The ene¬ 
my’s attention had been drawn from that quarter, 
not only by its difficult accefs, but by a detachment 
of two companies of fepoys, whom the captain had 
ordered to march in the common road, and alarm 
the enemy on the other fide; which fervice they 
effectually performed, and made their own retreat 
good through the woods, from whence they found 
an opportunity to get into the town the following 
night. M. d’Auteuil was alarmed at this unex¬ 
pected attempt, and returned with his army to 
Pondicherry. 

Captain Caillaud having thus delivered Trichi- 
nopoli from the French, returned with a reinforce¬ 
ment to Madura, which he hadleft blocked up by the 
troops under the command of lieutenant Rumbold. 
A battery was ereCled, which began to play on the 
9th of July ; a breach was made before noon ; the 
attack was formed, and the troops advanced to the 
breach by two o’clock of the fame day. The be- 
fieged gave them a warm reception, killed 34 Eu¬ 
ropeans, and 120 fepoys, befides many others 
wounded. The reft retreated, and were too much 
difpirited to venture upon a fecond attack. Cap¬ 
tain Caillaud found it was impoflible to perfift in 
the afiault, and made the proper dilpofitions to re¬ 
duce the place by famine. But as this method 
might take up fo much time, as to prolong his ftay 
until the arrival of the French fleet: and as all the 
ftrength that could be collected was necefiary for the 
defence of the Englifh garrifons againft that event, 

he 
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he had orders to break up the blockade and return 
to his command at Trichinopoli : therefore he tried 
what could be done by negociation ; and at length 
prevailed on Mauphus Cawn to give Madura up to 
the company for the fum of 170,000 rupees; and 
it was accordingly delivered into his power jult at 
the time the French fleet arrived. Captain Caillaud 
left a large garnfon of fepoys, under the command 
of Il'ouf Cawn, and returned to Trichinipoli. 

Colonel Ford was ordered by the prefidency of 
Madrafs to reduce the fort of Nellore*, which it 
was apprehended the Phoufdar would make over to 
the French. The colonel marched with 100 Euro¬ 
peans and 600 fepoys and Caffres, who invented 
the place on the ift of May. They battered the 
fore three days, and made a pra£licab ! e breach on 
the 5th, when the alfault began at the break, of day. 
Fifty Caffres, under enfign Elliot, marched boldly 
to the foot of the breach. They were clofely fol¬ 
lowed by 300 fepoys, until thefe latter came within 
60 yards of the breach, where they fheltered rhem- 
felves in a ditch, and could not be prevailed upon 
to advance a ftep farther ■, fo that the Europeans 
were obliged to march over them to the breach. 
This was executed with great intrepidity, and they 
advanced with the Caffres to the top of the breach, 
where they were vigoroufly oppol'ed by the Moors, 
armed with fire locks, pikes, clubs, and hones. 
The troops maintained the alfault above half an 
hour, when the colonel ordered a retreat; which 
was conducted with fuch good order, that not a 
man was hurt after they had left the attack : but 
in the adtion there were 36 Europeans killed, with 
about 20 Caffres. Thofe that were wounded were 


* This is a large town, furro>-ndc.! bv a thick mud-wall, 
with a dry ditch on all Tides, but one, where is the bed ot a 
river, always dry but in the rainv feafou. 
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rendered unfit for prel'ent fervice; and there was 
fcarce a man in the breach whoefcaped unhurt. 

Several other aftions happened, with various 
fuccefs. The prefidency of Madrafs fent a body*of 
troops, under the command of captain Polier, to 
reduce the French fort at Outremalour ; which he 
entered without oppofition, as the garrifon confided 
only of fepoys, who abandoned the place as he ap¬ 
proached- Captain Polier left forty fepoys in gar¬ 
rifon there ; but they were foon after obliged to 
fubmit to a French detachment of ioo Europeans 
and 300 fepoys, which marched againft this fort 
from Allamparva 

The fituation of Outremalour gave the govern¬ 
ment of Madrafs luch uneafinefs, that colonel Al- 
dercron was fent with his regiment to attempt its 
final redudtion, and deftroy its fortifications, which 
he faithfully performed. From thence the colonel 
marched to invert Wandewafh •, but was deterred 
from making any attempt upon the place, by ad¬ 
vice, that the French army employed againft Tri- 
chinopoli was marching to its relief. 

The French followed colonel Aldercron to Con- 
jeveram, which they plundered : but were repulfed 
in their attack of the pagoda, with the lofs of an 
officer and fix Europeans killed, and twelve woun¬ 
ded •, though the garrifon confifted of no more than 
an Engliffi ferjeant and two companies of fepoys. 

Colonel Aldercron was then advanced within 
fix miles of Madrafs, and was ordered to return 
with the army towards the French, which he did 
with as much difpatch as poll'll:le, and encamped 
within lour miles of them on the 10th of July. His 
defign was to attack them the next day, though they 
were mucli luperior to him in numbers, efpecially 
European;, of whom they had about 2000 : but 
ne found them intrenched in a ftrong camp about a 
rmle from Wandewafh. The colonel tried every 

method 
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method to draw them cut of their intrenchments, 
but without effect fo that it was thought proper to 
withdraw an army, that was obliged to remain in¬ 
active, and at an ufeleis expence. 

The French continued in their camp until the 
20th of September, when they marched againft 
Chettaput with xSoo Europeans. the place was 
not very ftrong •, yet Nizar Mahomed Cawn, the 
governor, affifted by a lerjeant and fixt'en men 
from Madrafs, gallantly defended it to the Lift ex¬ 
tremity, in hopes that the Enghfli armv would 
come to its relief. A great number of the afiailants 
were killed by the Moors in garrifon, who feldom 
fhew much courage in the held, but generally make 
a rnoft obftinate refinance in defence of their towns. 
When the governor was drove out of the fort, he 
renewed the fight in the ftreets, and dii'puted every 
inch of ground, until he was fhot dead by a mufket- 
bail. On the report of his death, his family imme¬ 
diately dedroyed themfelves, and a great (laughter 
was made among his troops. 

The French left a garrifon at Chettaput, and re¬ 
turned to Pondicherry, which finifhed the campaign 
on this fide. Colonel Aldercron’s reyiment was 
ordered home •, fo that the Enjiih had only 1718 
men at Madrafs, of whom izoo were company’s 
troops, 23 + enlilted from Aldercron’s regiment, 
and 84 recruits fent this year from England in the 
China lhips. But the French had .34.00 Europeans, 
of whom 1000 were fent this year from France to 
Pondicherry, This fuperiority of firength increafed 
their power, and intimidated the natives from affix¬ 
ing their Englifh allies. 

Three of the Englifh company’s fnips were at¬ 
tacked in their homeward-bound pafiage by two 
French men of war, fent from Pondicherry to 
cruize to the eaftward of the Cape of Good Hope, 
with a view to intercept any Englifh fhips, as they 

T z feldom 
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Seldom had any convoy in that part of their voyage. 
The French fhips were one of 64 guns, and a fri¬ 
gate of 36, who fell in with the three Englifh fhips 
about 100 leagues eaft of the Cape, in the middle 
of June. Thofe fhips were the Houghton, captain 
Walpole, from Bombay and China ; the Suffolk, 
captain Wilfon, and the Godolphin, captain Hutch- 
infon, both from Fort St. George and China. The 
French fhips attacked them, with an affurance of 
viffory over trading veffels heavily laden : but the 
three Englifh captains formed their fhips into a 
line, and fuftained a furious engagement for up¬ 
wards of three hours, in which the French made 
repeated attempts to board, but were always re- 
pulfed, and at laft fheered off, with the lofs of 146 
men killed and wounded. On board the Englifh 
fhips, not fo much as one man was killed, and only 
one wounded ; which may feem very furprizing to 
every one that does not know the difference between 
the Englifh and French manner of fighting a fhip. 
The French fhips returned to Pondicherry, and the 
three Englifh fhips arrived in the port of London 
on the 29th of Auguft. The Eaft-India company, 
on the 27th of September, ordered a gratuity of 
20001. to each company belonging to thofe fhips, 
as a resvard for their courage and fidelity. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. II. 

The British parliament grant 20,000 /. to /£i?East- 
In'dia company in 1758: and the viceroy of Ben¬ 
gal makes them a large grant. The nature of 
colonel Clive’s jaghire ; and the difputes thereon . 
—Tranfathons on. the coaji of Coromandel in 
1758. The firjl engagement between admiral Po- 
cock and M. d’Ache. The French take Cud- 
dalore and Fort St. David. The fecond ablion 
between the Englifh and French fquadrons—M. 
Lally takes the fort of Devi-Cottah ; and in¬ 
vades the kingdom of Tanjore, where he is repul- 
fed , and returns to Pondicherry. He invejls 
Madrass. —Affairs in Golconda. 

T H E Britifh parliament, in the fupplies for the 
fervice of the year 1758, granted the fum of 
20,000 1 . to be paid to the Eaft-India company, 
towards enabling them to defray the expence of a 
military force in their fettlements, to be maintained 
by them, in lieu of the battalion of his majefty’s 
forces withdrawn from thofe fettlements. 

While colonel Clive was commander in chief in 
Bengal, the Englilh company acquired great power 
and influence in that country, where they obtained 
large diftridts, which produced near 600,0001. a 
year to them. The viceroy Jaffier Allee Cawn alfo 
compenfated the fervices of colonel Clive with a 
grant of about 27,000 1. fterling a year ; and ho¬ 
nored him with the dignity of an omrah : but after 
his return to England, thofe grants were contefted 
by the company •, which makes it neceflfary to ftate 
that matter in its genuine light. 

It fhould be obferved, that, upon the original 
foundation of the Mogul empire, all the lands, 
like thofe in England, were in the crown, who 
T 3 granted 
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granted the rents, in the nature of the fee-farm 
rents in England. Thefe lands were, and now are, 
called Calfa lands, or lands belonging to the crown; 
the rents whereof, for feveral years, were received 
by officers appointed within the provinces by the 
emperor for thatpurpofe; and the Nabobs, who 
were then viceroys to the Mogul, had penfions af- 
figned them to maintain their courts, and lupport 
their governments: but that method has been 
changed for a great number of years paft ; and the 
emperors, inftead of penfions, allotted to the Na¬ 
bobs large quantities of land within the provinces, 
to be difpofed of and managed for their own bene¬ 
fit. Thefe lands were, and itill are, called iaghire 
lands, for which no taxes are paid. As to the reft 
of the lands within the provinces the Nabobs farmed 
the fame cf the Mogul at a certain yearly fum. 
This alteration being received into the Mogul go¬ 
vernment, it became immaterial to the Mogul what 
the Nabobs did with the rents : the yearly fum fti~ 
pulated was all that he expected, and that they were 
obliged to pay •, lb that all the rents, and alfo the 
lands, that produced them, were under the power of 
the Nabobs, who difpofed cf them as they thought 
fit, and out of them conferred favors on whom they 
pleafed. 

The Nabobs granted zemindaries, or leafes, of 
all the lands from time to time at their pleafure, or 
as occafion required •, in which ftate the ufage and 
ccnftitution of the Mogul empire flood at the death 
of Aurengzebe : but after the death of that mo¬ 
narch, the Nabobs began to afiume lbvereign au¬ 
thority, ar.d the invalion of Kouli Khan rendered 
that Sovereignty a A lute : lb that the Nabobs have 
for many years excrcilrd all thole lovereign rights, 
regarumg tin land.; and revenues or the provinces, 
v, 'inch ti.e -d g'il emperors ever had. 

Thf 
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The above account is extracted from lord Clive’s 
own papers ; which may be farther confirmed by 
the account given by the Eaft-India direflors, under 
their hands to his Britannic maiefty in 1762, in a 
memorial prefented by them relative to the tranf- 
a&ions of the Dutch; which account is in the fol¬ 
lowing words : “ By the ancient conftitution of the 
Mogul empire, of which the provinces of Bengal, 
Bahar, and Orixa, are a part, the Nabob or Soubah 
of thofe provinces was nothing more than the Mo¬ 
gul’s viceroy ; yet, for many years paft, as the 
ftrengr'n of that conftitution has been gradually de¬ 
clining, the Soubahs of thele and other provinces 
have been in like gradation afluming an indepen- 
dance of the court of Delhi •, and the fhock which 
the empire received, or rather the fubverfion of if, 
for it has never recovered, nor probably ever will, 
from the irruption of the Perfians under Nadir Shah, 
has fo far confirmed that independance, that the re¬ 
lation between the Nabob and the Mogul is at pre- 
fent little more than nominal. The Nabob makes 
war or peace without the privity of the Mogul; 
and though there appear ftill fome remains of the 
old conftitution in the fucceffion to the Naboblhip; 
yet, in faft, that fucceffion is never regulated by the 
Mogul’s appointment, though the perfon in poffef- 
fion is generally defirous of fortifying a dilputed 
title by the Mogul’s confirmation •, which the court 
of Delhi, confcious of its inability to interpofe more 
fubftantially, and defirous of maintaining an ap¬ 
pearance of fuperiority, readily grants. The Na¬ 
bob of Bengal is therefore de facia , whatever he 
may be ds jure , a fovereign prince ; or, at worft, 
not a viceroy, but a tributary to the Mogul j there 
being fome kind of tribute ftill continued as due 
from thefe provinces to the Mogul; though it rarely, 
if ever, finals its way to Delhi.” 

T 4 It 
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It appears by the director’s letters, that the 
Dutch, as well as the Englifh, confidered the Na¬ 
bob in that light. However, the Dutch, to give 
fome color for their complaints againlt the Englifh 
company, made ufe of the following allegation : 
“ The Mogul is fovereign of the country, and we 
derive from him, under repeated phirmaunds, a 
right to a free navigation from thence to other 
places; and this right we cannot be deprived of, 
without infringing the phirmaunds of the Great 
Mogul ; which the Nabob, who is only governor 
of a province, is not authorized to do.” 

It was in anfwer to this allegation the declaration 
above-mentioned was made by the Englifh directors, 
who found themfelves under the fatal neceffity, on 
behalf of the company, to make ufe of the fame 
reaions for juftifying their conduct towards colonel 
Clive, as the Dutch made ufe of to juftify theirs to¬ 
wards the company. There are many jaghires in 
the province of Bengal, granted by former Nabobs, 
that have lubfilced for feveral generations ; yet, as 
to the jaghire granted by Meer Jaffier to colonel 
Clive, the Englifh company at once alledged, it 
was an illegal act in the Nabob ; and at the fame 
time admitted that the company were in the enjoy¬ 
ment of all the lands afterwards granted to them by 
his fucceffor, without paying or being fubjeCt to 
any rent at all. 

Colonel Clive’s jaghire was regularly paid to 
him in India until tne year 1760, and was after¬ 
wards remitted to him in England until 1763, when 
it was (topped on the following pretences. I. That 
the Mogul was fovereign of rhe provinces of Ben¬ 
gal, Bahar and Orixa, and proprietor of all the 
lands within thofe provinces ; and that the rents 
granted to the colonel were the ancient imperial 
rents referved and payable to rhe emperor; and 
that, therefore, the Nabob could not grant or alie¬ 
nate 
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nate the fame from the imperial crown ; and that 
the company might be called to an account by the 
emperor for what they had paid to him : nor was 
that all the company feemed to expect, but that the 
colonel was accountable to them for what he had re¬ 
ceived. II. That fuppofe the Nabob had a right to 
alienate thofe rents, fuch alienation could exilt no 
longer than the Nabob who granted the fame con¬ 
tinued in his government, and that fuch alienation 
was not binding on his fucceffor; fo that when 
Meer Jaffier became depofed, the grant became of 
no effed. III. That colonel Clive’s acceptance of 
the dignity of an omrah, or title of honor, was 
contrary to his duty to the company ; as he might 
be obliged, by fuch acceptance, to affift the Mogul 
and the Nabob in war, even againft the company. 
IV. That if the colonel had a right, even then he 
had no remedy in England ; but mull refort to the 
court of the mayor of Calcutta, or to the courts of 
the emperor at Delhi, or the court of the Nabob. 

The firft reafon has been already refuted above; 
and the fecond appears to be as badly founded. As 
to the third reafon, it fhould be obferved, that the 
titles of honor ufed in Europe, are unknown to the 
Indians, whofe titles are diftinguifhed only by a 
number of azaras, or xooo horfe, from two to 
10,000, which is the highelt, and was the title of 
the fon of the Great Mogul. The number of 6000 
exprefles the dignity of an omrah, but not any lefs 
number; and the equipage of the perfon on whom 
fuch honors are bellowed, are proportioned by the 
ufage of the country to his rank. Hence, it as ap¬ 
parent, no perfon can be ennobled in India, unlefs 
the rank and number he is appointed to be exprelfed 
in the patent; which is a mere compliment, that 
does not lay an obligation on the part of the perfon 
receiving fuch honor, to render the Mogul any fer- 
vices whatever. But the true tenor of the honor, 

was 
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was no more than a perfonal favor to colonel Clive, 
and to give him rank among the princes and great 
men of that country ; which might have been of 
fervice to the company in his negociations and tranf- 
adtions with them. M. Dupleix obtained a title of 
honor inferior to that conferred on colonel Clive, 
and had feveral jaghires granted him by the Na¬ 
bob of the Deckan in lands, ceded to the French 
company, which he enjoyed many years after 
he returned to Europe, and until thofe lands were 
taken from the French. But as to the fourth rea- 
fon, it is well known, if colonel Clive had been 
obliged to purfue his remedy in the mayor’s court, 
that the judges there were dependant on the com¬ 
pany : if he relbrted to the courts of the emperor 
or the Nabob, no mandate or procefs from any 
fuch could be inforced againft the company. 

FIowever, affairs were at laft amicably fettled in 
Englandand colonel Clive, ennobled with an 
Irilh peerage, and honored with the order of the 
Bath, in 1764, fet fail again for India, with full 
power to fettle the company’s affairs •, of which I 
fhall take farther notice at a proper time •, and fhall 
now refume the military part of my undertaking, to 
wind off the thread to its bottom. 

The Hardwicke, captain Samfon, arrived at Ben¬ 
gal from England, on the 23d of June 1758 ; by 
which fhip advice was brought that the directors* 

had 


* The directors for 1758, were the following gentlemen. 


William Harwell, 
Chrift. Burrow, 
John Brown, 
John Boyd, 

John Dorrien, 

J. Raymond, 
Geo. Stevens, 
Fred. Pigou, 


Efquires. 


Laur. Sulivan, 
Roger Drake, 

H. Crab Boulton, 
Giles Rook, 
Thomas Rous, 
Charles Cutts, 
Thomas Phipps, 
Henry Savage, 


Efquires 


Henry 
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had appointed colonel Clive governor of their fet- 
tlements in that kingdom, where every thing wore 
an afpetft of tranquility, and admiral Pocock re¬ 
turned to the coaft of Coromandel, where the 
French were making great preparations to diftrefs 
the Englilh fettlements, and even to befiege Ma- 
drafs. 

On the 27th of January 1758, the French fqua- 
dron failed from the Ifle of France, and appeared 
on the coaft of Coromandel in the middle of April. 
This fquadron was commanded by the count 
d’Ache, and confifted of nine fhips and two frigates*; 
with general Lally and his troops on board. 

Admiral Pocock was joined by commodore 
Stevens in Madrafs-road on the 24th of March, 
with the reinforcements from England •, upon which 
he put the fquadron in the belt condition poffible 
for the fea, and failed on the 17th of April with 


Henry Plant, John Harrifon, F.fq; 

Henry Hadley, / And 

Timothy Tullie, Vpr • Sir James Creed, Knt. 

George Dudley, / 8 Mr. Sulivan was elected chair- 

John Manfhip, \ man ; and 

Nat. Newnham, j Mr. Drake deputy-chairman. 

See this volume, page zci. 


* Ships. Guns. 

Le Zodiaque 74. 

Le Bien Aime 74 

Le Comte de Provence 74 
Le Vengeur 74 

Le St. Louis 64 

Le Due d’Orleans 64 
Le Due de Bourgogne 60 
Le Conde 50 

Le Moras 50 

La Sylphide 36 

Le Diligent 24 


Men. 

Commanders. 

700 

M. 

d’Ache. 

680 

M. 

Bauvet Garboye, 

6;o 

M. 

de la Chaize. 

500 

M. 

Palliere. 

500 

M. 

Joannes. 

450 

M. 

Surv. Cadet. 

450 

M. 

Bovet. 

35 ° 

M. 

de Rolbau. 

3 >° 

M. 

Bee de Lievre, 

200 



150 




Total 640 49S0 


feven 
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feven (hips of the line, one frigate, and a ftore-fhip 5 \ 
with a view to get to windward of St. David’s to 
intercept the French fquadron, which, by his intel¬ 
ligence, he had reafon to expert. 

The French fquadron appeared off Fort St. 
David on the 28th of April at nine in the morning, 
and blocked up his majefty’s fhips the Bridgewater 
and Tryton of 20 guns, and 150 men each, com¬ 
manded by captain William Martin and captain 
Edmund Townley, who found there was no poffi- 
bility of efcaping, and therefore run their fhips on 
lhore, burnt them, and retired to the fort with all 
their men and ftores. Though the fquadron wanted 
refrefhments and water, it was relolved to take 
advantage of the confirmation at Cuddalore-f, to 
block it up by fea •, while M. Lally fhould march 
from Pondicherry to inveft it by land. Accordingly, 
the Comte de Provence and the Diligent were fent 
to land him and fome of the troops at Pondicherry, 
with orders to rejoin the fquadron immediately after 
that was done. 

M. Lally appeared early the next morning 
within the diftridt of Fort St. David: but the de¬ 
barkation of the troops on board the fhips, and 

* Ships. Guns. Men. Commanders. 

Yarmouth 64 54.0 Adm. Pocock, capt. Harrifon, 

Elizabeth 64 495 Com. Stevens,capt. Kempenfek 

Cumberland 66 520 Capt. Wm. Brereton. 

Weymouth 60 420 Capt. Nich. Vincent. 

Tyger 60 400 Capt. Tho. 1 atham. 

Newcaftle 50 350 Capt. Geo. Legge. 

Salilbury 50 500 Capt. John Stuck Somerfet. 

Qneenborough 24 150 

ProteSor 40 too 

Total 478 3275 

See this volume, p. 162, 227. 

+ Or Goudelour. 


their 


*% 
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their junction with the troops on ffiore, were pre¬ 
vented by the fudden and unexpe&ed appearance of 
the Britiffi fquadron to the fouthward, as the French 
were preparing to land. 

Admiral Pocock made the height of Negapat- 
nam on the 28th at noon ; and running down the 
next morning, he faw feven (hips in Fort St. Da¬ 
vid’s road getting under fail *, and two cruizing in 
the offing. The admiral judged them to be the 
enemy, and immediately gave chace, at half paft 
ten ; but they were obliged to fhorten fail before 
noon, when the French formed the line of battle 
a-head, with the ftar-board tacks on board, and 
flood off fhore to theeaftward, with the wind about 
fouth. 

This obliged admiral Pocock to make the fignal 
for his ffiips to form the line a-head ; which was re¬ 
peated by the Queenborough ; and every ffiip got 
into its ftation, as faff as poffible, within random- 
fhot of the enemy, a little before three o’clock ; 
though fome of them were more than a league at 
that time. The admiral, by fignal, called the 
Queenborough within hail to him, and ordered that 
all her marines fhould be fent on board the Cum¬ 
berland, and twenty feamen on board the Tyger. 
He then bore down upon the Zodiaque, on board 
which ffiip M. d’Ache wore acornette at the mizen- 
top-maft-head : but obferving the Newcaffle and 
Weymouth did not bear away at the fame time, he 
made their fignals. 

The French fired upon the Engliffi, as they were 
going down : but admiral Pocock did not make the 
fignal to engage until he was within half mulkct- 


* According to the Frenqh account the Sylphide frigate 
made the fignal of feeing a fquadron of nine fhips; and M. 
D’Ache drew up in line of battle. 


ffiot 
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fhot of the Zodiaque; which was about three 
o’clock : a few minutes after, perceiving the fhips 
were not all got dole enough to the enemy, he 
made the fignal for a cloler engagement, which was 
immediately complied with by the fhips in the van. 
At half paft four, oblerving the rear of the French 
line had drawn up pretty clofe to the Zodiaque, the 
admiral made fignals for the Cumberland, New- 
caftle, and Weymouth, to make fail up, and en¬ 
gage clofe. 

Soon after M. d’Ache broke the line, and put 
before the wind. His fecond.a-ftern, who kept on 
the Yarmouth’s quarter molt part of the adion, 
then came up along-fide, gave his fire, and bore 
away. The other two fhips in the rear came up in 
like manner, and then bore away. Admiral Pocock 
then hauled down the fignal for the line ; and made 
the fignal for a general chace. 

About half paft five, the enemy were joined by 
the two fhips from Pondicherry about four miles to 
leeward; upon which they hauled their wind, and 
flood to the weft ward, with their larboard tacks on 
board. 

The Englifh fquadron was greatly delayed in 
their chace, by the damage of the Yarmouth, Eli¬ 
zabeth, Tyger, and Salifbury, in their mails, yards, 
fails, and rigging, which prevented their keeping 
up with the reft, that had not buffered in the rear. 
This inability, and the approach of the night, 
made it advifeabie for the admiral to haul clofe 
upon a-wind, and make a fignal to leave off chace : 
he therefore flood to the fouth-weft, to keep to 
windward of the enemy, in hopes of being able to 
engage them next morning : but as they fhewedno 
lights, nor made any night-fignals that could be 
obferved by tne Queenborough, who was ordered 
a-head to watch their motions, the admiral conclu¬ 
ded they had weathered him in the night, by being 

able 
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able to carry more fail. However, he continued 
his endeavors to work up after them, until fix in 
the morning on the ift of May, when finding he 
loll ground confiderably, he came to an anchor 
about three leagues to the northward of Sadrafs, 
and fent an officer to the chief of that fettlement for 
intelligence, who informed him, that the Bien Aime 
of 74 guns had received lb much damage in the 
adion, that they were obliged to run her on ffiore a 
little to the fouthward of Alemparvey *, where the 
French fquadron was at anchor ; but all the crew 
were faved. 

This adion was about feven leagues weft by north 
from Alemparvey : the admiral had not any certain 
account of the enemy’s lofs; but from the reports 
of the Dutch, and feveral French officers, they had 
600 men killed in the action, and many wounded : 
whereas the Engiifh had only 29 men killed, and 
89 wounded. The French fquadron retreated to 
Pondicherry, where they landed their money, ftores, 
and troops : while the Englilh fquadron failed to 
Madrafs to refit. 

Admiral Pocock obferved, that commodore 
Stevens, captain Kempenfelt, captain Latham, and 
captain Somerfet, who were in the van, behaved as 
became gallant officers •, and that captain Harrifon’s 
behavior, as well as all the officers and men belong¬ 
ing to the Yarmouth, gave him fenfible fatisfadion. 
Had the captains in the rear done their duty as well, 
the admiral would have had great pleafure in 
commending them: but their manner of ading 

O D 

in the engagement appeared fo faulty to him; 
that, on his return to Madrafs, he ordered a court 
martial to affemble, and enquire into their con- 
dud. In conlbquence of which, captain Vincent 


'■ Alarnrarva, Lampraavcy. or Adnaparnghe. 


was 
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was fentenced to be difmiffed from the com¬ 
mand of the Weymouth ; captain Legge to be ca- 
fhiered from his Majefty fervice; and captain Bre- 
reton to lofeone year’s rank as a poft captain, 

Admiral Pocock repaired the moft material 
damages of his fhips, took on board 120 recovered 
men from the holpital, and 84lafcars ; after which, 
he put to fea on the 10th of May, with an intent 
to get up to Fort St. David’s ; but was not able to 
effect it. He get fight of Pondicherry on the 30th ; 
and the next morning the French fquadron, which 
had been there ever fince the 5th, ftood out of the 
road, and got away, notwithftanding the admiral’s 
utmoit endeavours to come up with them. On the 
6th of June, he received an account, that Fort St. * 
David’s had furrendered to the French; upon 
which, he returned to Madrafs to refrefh his fqua¬ 
dron. 

The French fquadron failed off the Ifland of 
Ceylon, and before Negapatnam and Carical, from 
the Qth to the 17th of June; in which cruize it 
took the Experiment brigantine, captain Whitehead, 
and fent her to Pondicherry : and from the 17th of 
June to the 26th of Juiy the fquardon remained be¬ 
fore Pondicherry, to repair the damage it had re¬ 
ceived, and take in frefh provilions. 


* Count d’Ache fent the Marquis de Montmorency-Laval, 
colonel of foot, tu the French minillry, with an account; 
“ that the Er.glifft fleet, on the ift of June, after being re- 
paire . at Madrafs, was feen coming to the relief of Fort St. 
David ; whereupon count d’Ache got under fail ; but the 
Englifh, rather than venture a fecond engagement, retired 
again to the coafl of Madrafs. That, on the 2d of June, M. 
a’Ache’s Squadron went before Fort St. David, which was 
obliged to capitulate for want of relief That the fleet 
appeared, on the 4th, off Dev; Cottah, which furrendered 
without ref.far.re." 


Admiral 
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Admiral Pocock failed again, on the 25th of 
J uj y. in queft of the enemy ; and, on the 27th in 
the evening, got within three leagues of Pondi¬ 
cherry road, where he perceived their fquadron at 
anchor, confiding of eight fail of the line and a 
frigate, which got under fail the next morning, 
and ftood to the louthward *. The Englifh admiral 
made the fignal to chace, and endeavoured to wea¬ 
ther the French, as the likelied means of bring-mg 
them to aftion ; which, however, he was not able 
to accomplidi until the 3d of Augud, when he took 
the advantage of the fea breeze, got the weather- 
gage, and brought on the engagement about one 
o’clock -f. 

Vol. II. TJ M. D’Ache 


* According to the French account, “ when the Englifh 
fleet again appeared, count d’Ache got under fail, with the 
fame number of fhips he had in the firft engagement; the 
comte de Provence fupplying the place of the Bien Aime, 
which was loft ; and the Diligente that of the Sylphide, which 
had been difarmed. The two fquadrons kept cruizing from 
the 27th of July to the 3d of Auguft, when a frefh engage¬ 
ment began at one in the afternoon, which continued with the 
utmoft fury for aoove two hours.” 

f The Englifh fquadron, in this fecond engagement, con- 
flfted of the following Ships: 

Ships. Guns. Men. Commanders. 

Yarmouth, —— 66 540 V. AdmiralPocock. 

Elizabeth, — 64. 49; Commodore Stevens. 

Tyger, — — 60 420 Captain Latham. 

Weymouth, ■- 60 420 Cape. Somerfet. 

Cumberland, — 66 510 Capt. Martin. 

Salifbury, - 50 350 Capt. Brereton. 

Newcaftle, — 50, 3^0 Hon. Cap.James Colville. 

Queenborough, — zo 150 

Protettor ftore fhip. 

The French fquadron was now compofed of the following 
fhips: 

Ships. Guns. Men. Commanders.- 

Le Zodiaque, 74 700 M. D’Ache. 

Le Comte de Provence, 74 650 M. de la Chaize. 

Le St. Louis, .... ... 64 500 M. Joannes. 

Le Yengeur, 
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M. D’Ache fee his forefail, and bore away in 
about ten minutes, his fquadron following his ex¬ 
ample, and continuing a running fight, in a very 
irregular line, until three o’clock. The Englifh 
admiral then made the fignal for a general chace ; 
upon which the French cut away their boats, and 
made all the fail they could : he purfued them till 
it was dark, when they efcaped by out-failing him, 
and got into Pondicherry road. Admiral Pocock 
anchored the fame evening off Carrical, a French 
fettlement. 

The Englifh had only 31 men killed, and 116 
wounded : but among the latter were commodore 
Stevens, by a mufket-ball in his fhoulder; and 
captain Martin, by afplinterin his leg. The French 
had 251 men killed and 602 wounded ; and among 
the latter were M. D’Ache and his captain *. The 
behaviour of the Englifh officers and men in gene¬ 
ral, on this occafion, was entirely to the admiral’s 
fatisfa&ion. 

Two days after this a&ion, the Ruby, a French 
fnow of 120 tons, laden with fhot and medicines, 
from the ifiands to Pondicherry, was taken by the 


I,e Vengeur, — 

64 

500 

M. Palliere. 

Le Due d’Orleans, — 

60 

450 

M. Surville Cadet. 

Le Due dc Bourgogne, 

60 

450 

M. Bovet. 

Le Conde, - 

5 ° 

35 ° 

M. de Rofbau. 

Le Moras, 

5 ° 

35 ° 

M. Bee de Lievre. 

Le Diligent, — — 24 . zoo 

* However, the French boafled “ 

that the Englifh fqua- 

cron fuffered greatly in 

this 

fecond 

aflion ; and that count 


D’Ache would have had the whole advantage, had it not been 
foe the accident that happened on board his fhip and the 
comte de Provence, by the combuflibles which the Englifh 
threw on board. That the comte de Provence had all her fails 
and mizen-maft on fire, and it was with the utmoft difficulty 
that the flames were extinguifhed : and that the fame thing 
haopened to the Zodiaque, with this difference, that the fire 
having gained the powder-room, fne was on the point of blow¬ 
ing up, but was faved by the diligence of the officers. 

Queenborough. 
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Queenborough. Another fhip, called the Reftitu- 
tion, bound to Pondicherry from Carrical, was run 
on ffiore near Porto Novo by admiral Pocock, who 
lent his boats to fet her on fire. 

The French iquadron continued in Pondicherry 
road until the 3d of September, when they failed 
for the iflands to clean and refit ; two of their fhips 
being in a very bad condition, and the others con- 
fiderably damaged. The Queenborough was fent 
off Ceylon to watch their motions : but the French 
fhips arrived on the 13th of November at the Ifle 
of France, where they were joined by three men of 
war * 

'The reduction of Fort St. David, by the French 
army, under the command of general Lally, in 
* 75 8 - 

The Englifh were greatly deficient in regard to 
land forces, and the re-eftablifhing of Bengal had 
greatly exhaufted them of men on the coalt of 
Coromandel, where all their military force con¬ 
futed of no more than 700 effective troops -, while 
M. Lally was at the head of ^coo men well dil- 
ciplined and officered ; fo that it is no wonder Fort 
St. David fell a facrifice. 

General Lally marched from Pondicherry to 
Fort St. David, with an army of 3500 Europeans, 
and a large body of lepovs. Their vanguard ccm- 
pofed of the French horfe, a battalion of the re¬ 
giment of Lorrain, 200 of the company’s troops, 
and too artillery-men, with eight pieces of cannon. 


* Thefe were as follow : 


Ship?. 

Guns. 

Men. 

Commanders, 

Le Minotaure, 

74 

650 

M. L’Aguille. 

Aftif, 

64 

fioo 

M. Beauchaine. 

L’Uluftre, 

64 

600 

M. de Ruis. 


D 2 accompanied 
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accompanied by 4000 fepoys, entered the diftrift 
of Fort St. David on the 29th of April. They 
plundered the villages, and deftroyed the out-pofts, 
until they came to Cuddalore, which they inverted, 
and obliged to furrender on the 3d of May, with 
permiflion for the garrifon to retreat to Fort St. 
David, with their arms *. 

The French then began the fiege of Fort St. 
David, and fired upon it from Cuddalore on 
the 16th with two guns; as alfo with five mortars 
from the new town on the 17th : but, on the 26th, 
a battery was opened at the diftance of between 
eight and nine hundred yards weftj another of 
nine guns and three mortars between feven and 
eight hundred yards north; and another of four 
guns at about the fame diftance to the north-eaft. 

The country troops and artificers deferted the 
place, which was badly fortified, and poorly de¬ 
fended. No breach was made; but thirty guns 
and carriages were difmounted and difabled ; be- 
fides many of the parapets, platforms, and other 
works, were deftroyed by the ffiot and fhells. Wa¬ 
ter was difficult to be got, as the refervoirs had 
fuffered by the bombardment, and the beft well was 
deftroyed. Ammunition grew alfo fcarce, as it 
had been inconfiderately fired away before the be- 
fiegers had eredted their batteries. 

Major Polier commanded in the fort, and find¬ 
ing it untenable, he defired Alexander Wynch, 
Efquire, who afted as deputy-governor, to hold a 
council of war-, which was accordingly done, when 
it was unanimoufly agreed, by Mr. Wynch, and 
the gentlemen of the council, to furrender the place 


* For an account of tiie fiege of Fort St. David, by the 
French, under the command of M. Bury, in 1746, when they 
were repulfed by governor Hyud, fee the Introduction to 
this Volume, p. xxxv,—xxxix. 


upon 
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upon terms of capitulation. The principal articles 
granted by general Lally were, “ That the garri- 
fon Ihould be allowed the honors of war; be ex¬ 
changed ; and allowed to carry with them their 
baggage and effects: that care Ihould be taken of 
the fick and wounded•, and deferters Ihould be 
pardoned, upon condition of returning to their co¬ 
lors : but that two commiffaries Ihould be appoint¬ 
ed and remain to deliver up the magazines and 
military ftores ; as alfo to Ihew the French en¬ 
gineers all the mines and fubterraneous works.” 
Thel'e articles were figned, on the 2d of June, by 
“ Ar. Wynch; P. Polier de Bottens; and Rich, 
Fairfieldon the part of the Englilh: and by 
“ Lally,” on the French part. 

Th£ garrifon con filled only of 200 Europeans, 
82 invalids, and 35 of the artillery, with 200 fea- 
men; who, together with their officers, the deputy 
governor, and council, were carried prifoners to 
Pondicherry. The French afterwards deftroyed the 
fortifications of Fort St. David, and reduced the 
whole to an heap of ruins ; as they had done at 
Madrafs, in 1746 *. M. Lally extended his power 
to the wanton deftrndlion of villas, and the neat 
buildings in the adjacent country: but he after¬ 
wards paid dearly for this barbarity. The country 
people had it in their power to cut off fupplies from 
his army and they carried their refentment fo 
high, that the French were great fufferers by fa¬ 
mine at the fiege of Tanjore. 

The prefidency of Madrafs were much alarmed 
at the lofs of St. David, and ordered an enquiry to 
be made into the whole affair by lieutenant-colonel 
Draper, afiifled by the majors Brereton and Cail- 
laud, whofe opinion was, that the articles of capi- 


See the Introduction to this Volume, p. xxix. 

U 3 tulation 
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tulation were fhameful, becaufe the enemy were noe 
mailers of the covered way, had made no breach* 
and had a wet ditch to fill up and pafs before the 
place could be attempted by a regular affault. 
Major- Polier had ferved the company with much 
reputation ; but was dejefted on this occafion. 

After the furrender of Fort St. David, M. Lally 
marched againft Devi-Cotah *, which was evacuat¬ 
ed by the garrifon, who were ordered to retreat to 
Madrafs •, as alfo were the garrifons of Arcot, 
Chinglapet, and Carangoly, that the prefidency 
might be guarded againil an attack- 

After the furrender of Fort St. David, M. 
Lally marched with 2500 men into the king of 
Tanjore’s country, to try, either by treaty or threats, 
to procure a fum of money from him ; and, up¬ 
on being refufed feventy two lack of rupees, or 
900,000!. fterling, which he had demanded, by vir¬ 
tue of a note extorted from that prince, by the French 
army and Chunda Saib in 1749, 1 " he plundered 
Nagore, a trading town on the fea-coaft, and then 
marched to the capital, which he befieged. The 
Tanjoreans defended themfelves under the com¬ 
mand of Monackjee, and were affifted by 1200 fe- 
poys and 400 colleries, with fome European gun¬ 
ners fent from Trichinopoli, who made feveral 
dailies, and though a breach was made in the wall 
of the city, they at laft obliged M. Lally to make 
a precipitate retreat, leaving his heavy cannon be¬ 
hind, and 300 Europeans who were killed before 
the place. Fie arrived at Carrical about the middle 
of Auguft, in a diltreiled fituation, and continued 
there until the 23d of September, when he pro¬ 
ceeded to Pondicherry, from whence he fent the 
following account to Mafulipatnam on the 29th. 


* See the [ntrodaftion to this volume, p. xlviii. 
+ See this volume, p. 57. 
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“ Shall I mention to you our unfortunate ex¬ 
pedition to Tanjore ? Bad news is intereding, but 
painful to the writer. We laid liege to Tanjore, 
and made a breach, but were obliged to retire for 
want of provifions and ammunition, leaving behind 
us nine pieces of cannon, eight of which were 24 
pounders. The army has differed greatly from 
hunger, third, watching, and fatigue. We have 
lod near 200 men, as well by defertion as by death. 
This check is very detrimental to us, as well with 
regard to our reputation, as the real lofs we differ¬ 
ed. Add to this, the departure of our fleet, which 
is failed to the iflands to refit, having been roughly 
handled in a fecond engagement, on the 3d of Au- 
gud, in which we lod 350 men. Poor French! 
what a dtuation are we in ? what projefts we 
thought ourfelves capable of executing, and how 
greatly are we difappointed in the hopes we con¬ 
ceived of taking Fort St. David! what will become 
of us ? I am not apprehenfive for myfelf, but am 
forry to fee we do not dune. The troops are dif- 
contented, and their officers difguded with the fer- 
vice ; above twenty of the latter have gone on board 
the fleet, and few would have remained here if they 
had been permitted to have embarked. The bad 
feafon is approaching, which will oblige us to fub- 
fxd at our own expence, being unable to form any 
enterprize for procuring us other funds. They 
fay M. Buffy is coming; let him make hade; Jet 
him bring men, and efpecially money, without 
which he will increafe our mifery. The country, 
being ruined, fcarce affords us any provifions. The 
quantities confumed by the fleet and army, and the 
defertion of the inhabitants, have greatly raifed the 
price of all kinds of commodities.” 

The French were fo much draitened for want 
of money, that, on the 7th of Augud, they feized 
and carried into Pondicherry a large Dutch fhip 
U 4 from 
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from Batavia, bound to Negapatnam, and took 
out of her in fpecie, to the amount of eight lack of 
rupees, or 50001. (lerling. 

The company’s fhip the Pitt arrived at Madrafs 
on the 14th of September, with colonel Draper on 
board, and a detachment of his regiment, which 
was fent to replace that of colonel Aldercron’s: 
upon which M. Lally cantoned his troops in the 
Arcot province, and marched into the city of Arcot 
without oppofition on the 4th of Odober. 

When the French retreated from the country of 
Tanjore, they alfo abandoned Seringham, which 
captain Caillaud took poflfeffion of before he left 
Trichinopoli, from whence he marched with 250 
men, and embarked on board the fleet at Negapat- 
nam. They landed at Madrafs on the 25th of 
September, when admiral Pocock returned to Bom¬ 
bay, after leaving a captain and a lieutenant, with 
103 marines, to reinforce the garrifon. 

Many other meafures were taken for the fecu- 
rity of Madrafs ; particularly feveral bodies of auxi¬ 
liaries were follicited fiom Morarow, the king of 
Tanjore, Tondeman, and other Polygars : but the 
French did not make any declared difpofitions for 
the attack of this fettlement until the latter end of 
the year. However, they took Tripaflore*, and 
continued fome time at Conjeveram, where they 
collected ammunition and ftores, until they were 
joined by M. Bufly, with 300 horfe and 400 foot, 
from Golconda. They were defeated in their de- 
figns upon the important poft of Chinglapet +, a- 
gainft which they advanced with an army of 400 
Europeans, and 700 fepoys, with live pieces of can¬ 
non : but they defined from their attempt, on find¬ 
ing that the place was garrifoned by 70 Europeans, 


* Or Tirupaffur. 4 See this Volume, p. 124.. 
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12 gunners, and 1000 fepoys, who would have gi¬ 
ven them much trouble to take it, and have hurt 
their grand objedt, the fiege of Madrafs, which was 
undertaken in the middle of December 1758. 

Issouf Cawn marched from Trichinopoli with 
2000 fepoys, who took Elavafanore, and joined 
captain Prefton atChinglapet: but, on the 12th of 
December, the French army began to inveft Ma¬ 
drafs ; of which I fhall give a particular account in 
the next chapter •, and, in the mean time, fhall take 
notice of fome tranfadiions in Golconda. 

M. Lally ordered M. Buffy and M. Moracin to 
join him with part of their forces from Golconda 
to inveft Fort St. George •, and to leave the other 
part of the army, under the command of the mar¬ 
quis de Conflans, at Maffulipatnam. When M. 
Buffy was withdrawn, the Raja of Vifanapore 
marched with 3000 men to Vizagapatnam, impri- 
foned the French chief, hoifted Englifh colors, and 
plundered the fadtory. This incited M. de Conflans 
to march againft the capital of Vifanapore, whofe 
Raja follicited aftiftance from Calcutta, which was 
refufed by the council, who looked upon it to be 
too hazardous an enterprize: but colonel Clive was 
of a very different opinion, as he confidered the 
plan in a more general view. He had often feen an 
army of French flying before a fmall body of Eng¬ 
lifh troops on the coaft of Coromandel, and he 
rightly judged, that fuch an attempt would greatly 
contribute to the prefervation of Madrafs. Poffef- 
fed with thefe hopes, and animated by experience, 
he brought the council into his meafures; in con- 
fequence of which, colonel Forde embarked with 
500 Europeans, a confiderable body of fepoys, and 
a proper train of artillery, on the 12th of Odtober, 
and arrived at Vizagapatnam on the 20th. He 
joined the Raja’s army, of 4000 men, on the 3d of 
November, and marched againft theenemy,who con¬ 
fided 
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filled of 500 Europeans, 8000 fepoys, and a great 
number of country troops, with a large train of 
artillery, ftrongly encamped near the village of 
Tallapool, about forty miles from Raja-Mundry. 

Colonel Forde attacked the French, on the 7th 
of December, and obtained a complete vidlory. 
The Englilh had 42 Europeans killed and wound¬ 
ed : the French had 158 killed and wounded : but 
great numbers of the country forces fell on both 
hides. The Englilh troops took pofleffion of the 
French camp, in which they found all their bag¬ 
gage, ordnance, ammunition, tents, and equipage. 
The French retreated to Raja-Mundry,from whence 
they were difpoffeffed by captain Knox. The mili¬ 
tary ftores were kept for the company : but colonel 
Forde fold every thing elfe by auction, and divided 
their produce among the foldiers for their good be¬ 
havior. 


CHAP. HI. 

!The fiege of Madrass, began by the French on 
the 1 2th of December 1758, and ended on the 17 tb 
of February 1759. 

M L A L L Y received a large reinforcement, 
, and encamped on St. Thomas’s mount, 
about nine miles from the town, on the icth of 
December 1758, with 3500 Europeans, 2000 fe¬ 
poys, and 2000 horfe; while the Englilh troops 
under colonel Lawrence, retreated to Choultry- 
plain. The French advanced guard took poll at 
Marmelan *, from whence their whole army mov¬ 
ed on the 12th ; and the Englilh troops cannonaded 


• Or Mamalon. 


them 
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them for about an hour as they crofted Choultry- 
plain. The Englifh killed about forty men, with¬ 
out any lofs on their fide, as the French had little 
artillery, and ill ferved. 

The French marched in three divifionsj the firft 
towards the Englifh troops, the fecond towards Eg- 
more, and the third down the road of St. Thomas. 
Colonels Lawrence and Draper were afraid that 
this laft might get pofiefiion of the ifland bridge, 
and therefore retired to the ifland : the fame morn¬ 
ing part of their troops came into the garrifon, and 
part took pofiefiion of the forts in the Black Town. 
The fame morning the French hoifted their flag at 
Egmore and St. Thomas. The 13th every thing was 
quiet; not a gun fired on either fide : but on the 
14th, in the morning, the French marched their whole 
force to attack the Black Town. The Englifh fmall 
parties retreated into garrifon ; and, about an hour 
after, a grand fally was made by colonel Draper. 

The Black Town was too large to be defended: 
but the hafty retreat of the piquets to the fort ft ruck 
fuch a pannic into the inhabitants, that men, wo¬ 
men and children thronged into the fort for protec¬ 
tion. As this required fome immediate relief to keep 
up the lpirits of the garrifon •, colonel Draper pro- 
pofed to make a fally upon the French while they 
were intent only upon plundering, and offered him- 
felf to command a party for that fervice. This pro- 
pofal was approved of by governor Pigot and co¬ 
lonel Lawrence •, who furniLhed colonel Draper with 
500 Europeans, and two field-pieces •, and ordered 
major Brereton, with 150 men, to cover their right 
flank from Lally’s brigade, fo as to prevent their 
coming upon them from the north part, where co¬ 
lonel Draper propofed to make his attack. 

The men marched out full of fpirits by the weft, 
entered by the fouth fide of the Black Town, and 
penetrated quite through, almoft to the end of the 

ftrcet, 
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ftreet, before the colonel perceived any corps of the 
enemy, who then gave him a fcattering fire. Here he 
left two platoons to check them, and marched on 
with the reft to the fquare, at the extremity of that 
ftreet,wherethe ftreets interfered, and gave a fair view 
of the Lorrain regiment and Indian battalions in 
the flank, waiting for him at the head of another 
ftreet, more to the weft, where they had pointed 
four guns. The French miftoolc the Engliffi troops 
for Lally’s brigade, and fuffered them to form on 
their left Flank unmolefted ; nor were they apprized 
of their miftake, until convinced by the fire of the 
field-pieces, loaded with grape-ftiot. This firft 
charge threw the left flank of the enemy into great 
confufion ; fo that they abandoned their cannon and 
prepared for flight. Colonel Draper would have 
leized the opportunity to pufh the broken remains 
of the French ; and he adiually made fuch a pulh 
as would aftoniffi all that did not know him. If he 
had been briikly followed by his two platoons of 
grenadiers, he would have brought in eleven of¬ 
ficers, fifty men, and four guns more : but the gre¬ 
nadiers did not dojuftice to their leader, who com¬ 
manded his men to ceafe firing, and to charge with 
bayonets fixed. He even fet the example and ad¬ 
vanced j but was followed only by four brave fel¬ 
lows, two of whom were killed, and the other two 
dangeroufly wounded. The colonel had feveral 
balls through his coat, but was not wounded. He 
advanced, and exchanged a piftol with the French 
officer of artillery, who immediately furrendered; 
but the colonel had the mortification to find that 
he had no men to carry off the guns. The Engliffi 
troops, as well as the French, had thrown them- 
felves under the cover of fome houfes and old walls; 
which gave the French time to rally, and created 
fuch a diforder among the Engliffi, that the colonel 
thought it moft prudent to retreat, elpecially as 

Lally’s 
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Lally’s brigade of frefh men advanced to fupporc 
the regiment of Lorrain. 

Colonel Draper made his retreat down the ftreet 
to the eaftward from the fquare: but had the misfor¬ 
tune to lofe eighty men, who were intercepted and 
taken prifoners. However, the colonel was fea- 
fonably joined by major Brereton, and made a fafe 
retreat to the fort, with little lofs; though Lally’s 
regiment planted themfelves at the little bridge, 
and fired brilkly with two field pieces and grape, 
as the troops marched to the entrance of the town 
at the north ravelin. 

Both armies were greatly weakened by this at¬ 
tack, in which the Englilh had 103 men taken pri¬ 
foners, of whom 19 were wounded, 12 came in 
wounded, and 49 were left dead on the fpot; among 
thefe were major Polier, captain Hume, and enfign 
Chafe, mortally wounded captain-lieutenant Bil- 
hock killed-, lieutenants Smith and Blair wounded 
and taken ; and captain Pafcal and lieutenant Elliot 
ftiot through the body ; fo that the Englilh loft 
eight officers, and 194 men. The French fuftained 
a greater lofs -, for, on their fide, they had major 
Soubinet, M. Rabout, and five other officers killed, 
befides 24 wounded; with 363 private men killed 
and wounded: but they were fenfibly affected by 
the lofs of the count d’Eftaing, who was taken pri- 
foner in the beginning; for he adted as brigadier 
general, and was reputed an excellent officer. 

During the Tally, the French fired feveral fhot 
from iome fieid pieces into the fort; but did no da¬ 
mage. Neither did the artillery in the fort attempt 
any farther than todillurb the befiegers where it was 
thought they mignt be at work; Mr. Call, the 
chief engineer, being employed in feveral neceffary 
works to lecure their water, to remove obftruftions 
on the ramparts, and to fet up a pallifadoe in an 0- 
pening under the fouth flank of the royal baffion. 
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The befiegers continued their fire all the next day, 
and loft ieveral men by defertion, who came into 
the fort with their arms. 

The reports of a difagreement among the of¬ 
ficers, and the difguft Ihewn by the men in the 
French camp, encouraged the befieged to try the 
iflue of another fally. A party of forty volunteers, 
and as many fepoys, were ordered for this fervice on 
the 16th. They marched out fecretly at eleven at 
night for the Black Town, to give the French an 
alert, and to nail up fome pieces of cannon that 
were planted in the ftreets: but they had not pro-, 
ceeded much beyond the glacis, before the French 
advanced centinels fired, and alarmed their whole 
force; which obliged the Englifh party to return 
back to the fort. The next night, the French re¬ 
turned the compliment by a pretended attack, 
which ended with a few men only, who advanced 
with a bravado near the glacis, and gave their fire. 

Still there was no appearance of works carried 
on for a fiege, and deferters continued to come in 
every evening, who informed the governor, that 
the enemy were waiting for mortars and ftores at 
St. Thomas i which fupply the governor had made 
an ineffectual attempt to intercept by lea. 

On the 18th, the governor gave out publicly, to 
the garrifon, for their encouragement, that he 
would diltribute fifty thoufand rupees among them, 
five days after the fiege was raifed, or the French 
beat oft': but their Spirits were kept up chiefly by 
the flying camp, that was formed by captain Pref- 
ton, who commanded at Chinglapet ; which ho¬ 
vered about the French army, and harraffed them 
with great fuccefs. This flying camp was compofed 
of 300 horfe, and as many well difciplined fepoys, 
whom major Caillaud had procured from the king 
of Tanjore, and marched with them to Chingla¬ 
pet, being 250 miles, in eleven days. Here the 
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major left his men to follow him, and proceeded to 
the mount of St. Thomas, where he met with 2000 
horfe, and 1500 fepoys, under Iffouf Cawn ; which 
were joined by captain Prefton, with part of the 
garrifon of Chinglapet, confiding of 60 Europe¬ 
ans, and 500 fepoys, with three cannon; and by 
captain Vaflferot with ten of his troop. Captain 
Prefton from his advantageous fituation at the 
mount greatly annoyed the befiegers, from whom 
he took feveral convoys, and particularly one with 
a large quantity of arms, ammunition, bullocks, 
and tents for 3000 men. He alfo repulfed feveral 
detachments from the enemy’s main army •, and in 
one adion treated the black forces fo feverely, that 
they were obliged to move off towards Arcot to re¬ 
cruit. 

Major Caillaud joined the Tanjorean troops to 
thofe at the mount, where he took the command, 
and was attacked by the French. M. Lally was 
fenfible of the check this flying camp could always 
give to his operations, and was convinced that no¬ 
thing lefs would do, than a fufficient force to crufh 
them effectually. He detached 600 Europeans, and 
1500 fepoys, with 300 European dragoons, 100 
huflars, and iooo morattas, with ten pieces of can¬ 
non, to attack the Englifh camp on the mount. 
Day-light difcovered the French, and a fevere can¬ 
nonade began. 

The French cavalry pufhed to the right, and 
made a ftand when they came within 300 paces of 
the Englifh front; while their fepoys endeavoured 
to occupy all the banks and places on the left, 
where they could be under cover. When the French 
horfe advanced to charge, the Englifh horfe gave 
way and fled : the French purfued till they were 
flopped by a party cf foot, whofe fire obliged them 
to retreat. Ho\vever, the village was well defend¬ 
ed : it was twice taken and retaken; but, after a 

difpute 
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difpute of three hours, it was loft by the rafiinefs 
of the officer who commanded that poft. He faw 
the French retreat in fome confufion, and impru¬ 
dently purfued, without obferving a party ready to 
fupport them: that party flopped him, and drove 
him out of the village, which he could not recover. 
It was now about ten in the morning, when the 
French grew tired of attacking, and contented 
themfelves with cannonading until four in the af¬ 
ternoon, when they renewed their attack ; but in 
vain. Major Caillaud had fo judicioufly lined the 
garden walls, that the French found it impoffible to 
advance through their fire, and thought ferioufly 
of a retreat, which they effected without farther lofs. 
At the clofe of the evening they moved off their 
artillery, and foon after their whole body followed •, 
which was a happy circumftance for the Englifh 
troops, who had exhaufted all their ammunition 
for the artillery, and had little left for the mulketry. 
Major Caillaud remained two hours on the field of 
battle, and then marched to Chinglapet, the only 
place where he could be fupplied *. The French 
lofs on this occafion was 176 Europeans killed and 
wounded, and about 300 fepoys: but the Englifli 
lofs was not half fo much. 

M. Lally relied much on the fuccefs of this de¬ 
tachment, fo that his operations went flowly on 
againft the fort until their return. He had feized 
upon the town of Sadrafs, from whence he expelled 
the Dutch garrifon, and put fome French troops in 
the place, which he refolved to make a magazine, 
as it was equally diftant from Pondicherry and Ma- 
drafs. Major Caillaud made an attempt to difpof- 
fefs the French from Sadrafs, which is twenry miles 
from Chinglapet, and difpofed his march fo as to 


* See this volume, p. izG. 
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arrive there before day-light:. but he was milled by 
his guides, which difappointed his fcheme, as he 
had hot a lufficient force to make a regular attack. 

The garrifon at Fort St. George took every pre¬ 
caution for defence, and tried every art to annoy 
the befiegers, who* on the 17th of December, open¬ 
ed their trenches, and threw up a breaft-work from 
the houfes on the beach near the old town, to the 
fea-Iide. The next day they threw up another breaft- 
work, about fixty feet in length, and 100 yards ad¬ 
vanced before the other. Both thefe retrenchments 
terminated on thefurf •, the latter at the diftance of 
about 500 yards from the north-eaft faliant angle 
of the covered way. It was therefore refolved by the 
befieged, that platforms fhould be raifed in the cover¬ 
ed way, fufiiciently high for field-pieces, on covered 
way carriages, to fire over the parapet: to raife a 
parapet of the demi-baftion, near the faliant angle, 
two or three feet higher than the reft; and to ere£t 
a traverfe on the eaft wing, to prevent an enfilade : 
to raife the blind before the north-eaft baftion, fo 
high as would juft admit the guns to fire over it at 
the enemy’s works : to clofe the pafiage between 
the upper and lower flank of the demi-baftion in 
the fecureft manner: and to put the north ravelin 
in the beft condition of defence. 

On the 19th at night, a fubaltern on duty in the 
north-eaft angle of the covered way, with 21 men 
and fome fepoys, was ordered to fally on the re¬ 
trenchment and works fuppofed to be carrying on by 
the befiegers: but as the fally was made before it 
was dark, they were difcovered, and retired, with 
the lofs of one European killed and two wounded, 
befides fome fepoys who were killed in their flight. 

Five Chelingas had been oblerved in the morn- 
ing going out of St. Thomas’s bar, and failed to 
the fouthward, as was apprehended, for ftores. 
Jamaul Saib, who commanded the company’s fe- 
Vol. II. X poys, 



$c 6 A VOYAGE TO 

poys, was defirous of attacking St. Thomas a£ 
night, and was fent out with 1000 of his men; but 
he miftook his way, and was fired upon by a party 
of French fepoys, who were Rationed in Mr. Fow- 
ney’s houfe; which fo much intimidated his men, 
that mod of them threw down their arms, and he 
was obliged to return. 

On the 20th the befiegers threw up an imperfedt 
communication from the firft to the fecond breaft- 
work ; while the befieged fired (hot or fhells, every 
eight or ten minutes, on the place where they fuf- 
pedled the enemy would work, which retarded their 
operations. 

Advice was brought in, that the befiegers had 
two guns at Trivelcane, and few troops at St. Tho¬ 
mas : upon which, about ten in the morning of the 
21ft, town-major Bannatyne and enfign Crawley 
were fent out with 1000 fepoys, and 20 Europeans, 
who went along the beach to the fouthward, crofted 
the bar, and marched through the village beyond 
the governor’s garden, where they furprized three 
pofts of fepoys, intercepted fome ietters, and took 
fome prifoners : but were obliged to return, on fee¬ 
ing a fuperior force drawn up near Mr. Turing’s 
houfe. 

M. Tally, by a letter to count d’Eftaing, who 
was prifoner in the fort, complained that IfTouf Cawn 
was committing great devaftations to the fouthward, 
near Pondicherry; and that he fhould make re- 
prifals round Maarafs: but, in fadt, he could not 
well depopulate the country more than he had. 

The Nabob and his family were fent on board a 
fr.ow in the road, and failed for Negapatnam, where 
he was to land, and proceed to Trichinopoli, from 
whence he might difturb the French, who, on the 
2 2d, had deepened and lengthened their parallel a 
few icct. 'I hey had alfo been at work on their line 

of 
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of communication between Mutal Pettah and Pet* 
tah Naigues; but had not finifhed it. 

About nine in the morning, a fail appeared*. 
Which was the Thames from Vizagapatnam, in four 
days; who brought advice of colonel Forde’s vic¬ 
tory over the marquis de Conflans. The garrifon 
were drawn up in the covered way, and gave the 
French a feu de joye from their muflcetry, and three 
rounds of artillery from feven 24 pounders with, 
fhot into the Black Town. The black artificers and 
Cooleys were employed on the north lunette, railing 
the parapets, lining the embrafures with Palmeira 
trees, and clofing the communication with the co¬ 
vered way by a traverfe on each fide. 

On the 24th, the befiegers were employed in 
deepening and thickening their parallel: but, on 
the 25th, the governor, colonel Lawrence, and the 
principal officers afTembled in the evening, when it 
was agreed, that the moft neceflary work was to 
finifh the traverfes on the royal baftion ; and then 
to clofe the opening between the north-weft curtain 
and the blind before the mint fally-port ; as alfo to 
erect a traverfe in the covered way, before the north 
face of the royal baftion. 

On the 28th, the befiegers formed a ftrong para¬ 
pet to the weftward : and, on the 30th, M. Lally 
lent a flag of truce into the fort, with a letter, com¬ 
plaining of the Englifh firing at his head-quarters, 
and threatening to burn the Black Town in return : 
but that complaint was imprudent; becaufe he ought 
not to have fixed his head-quarters fo near the fort. 

Early the fame morning, the firft company of 
grenadiers, with the troop of horfe, and a large 
body of fepoys, went over the bar to the fouthward, 
and into Trivelcane village, where they furprized a 
guard of fepoys, and returned to the fort with fome 
intercepted letters, which difeovered, that a frigate 
was arrived from the iflands to Pondicherry, and 
X 2 had 
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had brought about 200,000 dollars; but no men¬ 
tion was made of any forces. About the fame time, 
a French detachment of 300 Europeans and 1000 
fepoys, commanded by colonel Keneddy, advanced 
near the mount, with four guns, and cannonaded 
the troops under the command of captain Prefton, 
who took two of their guns, killed 15 Europeans, 
and wounded many others, among whom was the 
colonel. 

On the 31ft about ten at night, two deferters 
came in, with information that M. Lally propofed 
to ufher in the new year by bombarding the fort: 
but it proved otherwife, for thebefiegers werefilenr, 
while the befieged beftowed fome fire upon them. 

However, as foon as day-light appeared, on the 
2d of January 1759, the French began to fire from 
five pieces of cannon upon their weftern battery, and 
one mortar ; they alfo threw twelve-inch fhells from 
four large mortars near the weft end of their battery 
to the northward. The garrifon were furprized by 
this early falute; but having twelve heavy cannon, 
which bore on the enemy’s battery to the weft, they 
foon difmounted two of their guns. The befiegers 
threw fhells until paft feven at night, and common¬ 
ly four in a flight, which were chiefly aimed at the 
fort-houfe ; and fo well thrown, that two fell on the 
top and pierced the firft and fecond roof-, fome fell 
within the fquare, and ruined fome of the rooms : 
other houfes were alfo much damaged; but no peo¬ 
ple were hurt. 

Captain Prefton left the mount, which the 
French feized with a large body of troops, com¬ 
manded by M. Soupire, a major general, who 
marched to attack captain Prefton, near Trevam- 
bore; but the French were defeated with the lofs of 
54. Europeans killed, and 96 wounded. 

The working party in the fort were employed in 
finifhing the work acrofs the gut to the northward, 

in 
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in making traverfes before the doors of the Nabob’s 
baftion, and acrofs the ftreets leading to the fouth 
curtain, where the guards were ordered to parade. 

On the 3d at night, the befieged made a brifk. 
fire on the enemy’s batteries : but neither fliell or 
fliot was returned from them; however, they open¬ 
ed the epaulment of their northern battery, and let 
in fafcines to face the embrafures. 

On the 4th, the befieged fired fmartly on the 
batteries of the befiegers, who never returned it; 
though they were not idle in completing their nor¬ 
thern battery. 

On the 5th, the befieged began to ereA a battery 
of five guns behind the covered way in the faliant 
place of arms before the demi- baftion. This bat¬ 
tery would be a direct grazing fire, and could nei¬ 
ther be enfiladed nor beaten down, becaufe the glacis 
was the parapet, and the embrafures were to be cut 
through it. 

On the 6th, at break of day, the befiegers open¬ 
ed their batteries againft the fort. They firft threw 
five lhells into the town, as a fignal for their other 
batteries to begin ; and then began to fire from fix 
guns and as many mortars from their north battery ; 
and from their weft battery, with three guns, point¬ 
ed on Pigot’s baftion; while four others with an 
howitz fired on the flank of the demi baftion, and 
enfiladed the covered way before the north face of 
the royal baftion. They continued to fire from 
thefe batteries until about five in the afternoon, and 
threw about 150 (hells, belides (hot, chiefly into 
and over the town. Little hurt was done to the 
works-, but the houfes were much damaged. The 
fire of the befieged was fuperior to that of the be¬ 
fiegers, who had feveral men killed in the north 
battery, and one of their mortars difmounted : but 
little was done on either fide during the night. 



3 10 A VOYAGE TO 

On the 7th, about four in the morning, the gar- 
rifon were furprized with the arrival of three boats, 
which proved to be thofe that were fent with the 
Englifh ladies to Sadrafs, where they were feized by 
the French; who loaded them with 150 {hot of 24 
pounds, 1000 empty cartridges, 50 deel caps, 50 
barrels of gun-powder, and 1500 fand-bags, with a 
foldier in each boat: but the Englifh boatmen feiz¬ 
ed the arms of the deeping foldiers, and brought 
them in at the fea-gate of Madrafs. The befiegers 
fired brifkly this day, damaged fome houfes, and 
killed three Europeans: they alio opened a new 
battery near the burying ground. 

On the 8th, governor Pigot and colonel Law¬ 
rence appointed a pioneer company, compofed of 
volunteers drawn from the feveral corps. They 
were to do no other duty but repair the works, and 
confided of fix ferjeants, fix corporals, and 88 pri¬ 
vate men, under the command of lieutenant Meyers 
and enfign Wed. Two companies of fepoys, under- 
proper officers, were alfo formed on the fame plan. 

On the 9th, the befiegers made a brilk fire from 
their cannon ; but few fhells were thrown. In the 
night, they carried on part of a zig-zag about 100 
feet long to the wed of their north battery ; and, 
taking a turn, carried another 200 feet in length 
back towards the beach. 

On the nth, they drew a trench from the little 
houfe in the Pettah towards the bridge, and opened 
a battery of two guns from the kitchen of the new 
hofpital, which fired on the north wed curtain and 
the blind before the mint {ally-port; but were in¬ 
tended to plunge into the royal bailion, and batter 
the ead flank in reverie. They alio brought two 
guns near the bar, and fired on the people who had 
dieltered themfelves to the fouthward of the fort: 
therefore it was determined to attack that pod early 
the next morning. 


Accord- 
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Accordingly, the grenadiers of the third bat¬ 
talion under captain Campbell, with too more Eu¬ 
ropeans, and 300 fepoys, the whole commanded by 
major Brereton, marched by the beach to the bar, 
defeated the French party, took their guns, killed 
and wounded 18 men, and took feven prifoners. 
The Englifh had only one man killed, and nine 
wounded but among the latter was lieutenant 
Robfon, of the grenadiers, whole wound was mortal. 
This little affair animated the befieged, and intimi¬ 
dated the befiegers. 

On the 13th, it was perceived that the French 
directed mod of their fire againif the demi-baftion 
and the old north-eaft baftion ■, which were there¬ 
fore repaired ; while the French, in the night, co¬ 
vered their zig-zag near the iea, by a fmall return 
beginning near the beach, and ftretching parallel 
to the north front. They were greatly annoyed by 
the garrifon; however, they run on their return 
about 20 yards. 

On the 14th, the garrifon repaired the damaged 
parapets: but the befiegers continued their ap¬ 
proaches in the night, when they lengthened their 
return, and opened it in the middle, from whence 
they placed fome gabions in an oblique direction to¬ 
wards the beach. 

On the 15th, the befiegers had increafed their 
north battery to ten pieces of cannon, with which 
they made a brifk fire in the day, and advanced 
their work in the fame direction about 20 yards at 
night. 

On the 16th, they threw many fheiis into the 
town, and killed or %vounded ieveral men in the 
day ; and at night they carried on their zig-zag, 
which they covered •, while the befieged kept an in- 
ceflant fire upon them, and vigilantly repaired their 
own works, whichthe befiegers greatly damaged the 

X 4 next 
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next day, and at night advanced by a third zig-zag 
acrofs the faliant angle of the glacis. 

On the 19th, the French brought two heavy 
guns to the louth of the bar, and threw fome fhot 
into the town. Their lhells fet the town on Are in 
three places at once •, but the flames were foon ex- 
ting t.ifhed. 

On the 20th and 21ft little was done by the 
French, v.hofe mechod of proceeding, by Ample 
fap, in their confined manner, encouraged the be- 
fleged to fend out thiitv foldiers and forty pioneers 
to drive them from their work, in which they fuc- 
ceeded, with little lofs. 

On the 22d, the beflegers advanced fome gabi¬ 
ons on the glacis, almoft par .llel to the eaft face of 
the covered way ; and alfo opened a battery of four 
guns to Are on the right face of the north ravelin. 

On the 23d, at night, they attempted to pufh 
their gabions clofe to the covered way; in which 
they were fmartly oppofed, with lofs on both Ades. 

The befiegers, during the night of the 24th pufh- 
ed on their approaches in a line parallel to the eaft 
face of the covered way, as far as the Palmeira pal- 
lifadoe, which ran quite into the lea, from whence 
they made a return. 

On the 25th, the befieged made a fally with 40 
men, who deftroyed fome of the eremy’s gabions; 
in which attempt fon>: men were killed and wound¬ 
ed on both Ades. The fame night, the French con¬ 
tinued their approaches in a line almoft parallel to 
the north face of the covered way, before the demi- 
baftion, and made a return at the end of it to cover 
their flank ; whereby they entirely embraced the 
faliant angle of the covered way, which made it top 
hazardous to keep troops therein. 

On the 26th the befiegers flred nioft of their 
fhot from all their batteries into the town; but 

threw 
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threw their fhells generally towards the works on 
the north front. 

The fire of the befiegers, from the 6th to the 
26th, had difabled 26 pieces of cannon, and three 
mortars ; but had not the effect of deftroying the 
defences ; neverthelefs they advanced their trenches 
clofe to the works. 

On the 27th, in the afternoon, captain Prefton’s 
fignal of a great fmoke, was feen weft of Egmore ; 
and an Hircar came in, with a report that the Eng- 
lifh troops had defeated the French. 

On the 28th, the befieged attempted to pufh a 
mine from the counterfcarp : and, on the 29th, 
they difcovered the befiegers throwing up earth 
through a fmall hole jult within the banquet in the 
covered way oppofite the ftockadoe on the eaftern 
glacis: but fome grenadiers threw grenades into the 
hole, and prevented the work. 

On the 30th the Shaftfbury came into the road 
from Bombay, and landed the fick troops. The 
next morning, the befiegers opened four embra- 
fures on the north face of the covered way before 
the demi-baftion, and began to fire with three 
guns, which had no effect. 

On the iff of February little was done by the 
French, who opened five embralures on the 2d, and 
fired two guns on the angle of the demi-baftion, 
which feldom ftruck the top of the parapet. 

On the 3d, about day-break, they fprung a mine 
behind the counterfcarp of the dicch, oppofite the 
eaft end of the cuvette, and opened the wall about 
23 feet; but did little damage. The fire from the 
flank of the royal baftion oblique, and three guns 
in the north-eaft diredl, made it impofiible for the 
French to withfland it above an hour or two every 
morning ; which obliged them to abandon their 
advanced works, where they had feveral guns dif¬ 
abled, and had loft many men, 

On 
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On the 5th and 6th nothing material happened: 
but early in the morning of the 7th, the befiegers 
fired with four guns and one mortar from their old 
grancf battery ; fo that they were in the fame con¬ 
dition as when they began to fire on the 6th of Ja¬ 
nuary. 

On the 8th and 9th little was done : but, on the 
10th the befiegers fired fmartly from their grand 
battery into the town, and deftroyed many houfes. 
They flackened their fire the two following days ; 
and, on the 13th, fent 30 Europeans and 50 Caffres 
to nail up the guns at the fafcine battery ; in which 
attempt they were repulfed with the lofs of feveral 
men. 

On the 14th, about day-light, the garrifon made 
a fally upon the befiegers, and drove them from the 
ftockadoe near the fea. 

The fame day M. Lally fent a letter to M. de 
Leyrit at Pondicherry, whereby he informed him, 
“ That a good blow might be firuck at Madrals, 
where was a fhip in the road, of 20 guns, laden 
with all the treafure of the place, and which it was 
laid would remain there until the 20th. That they 
remained (fill in the fame pofition: the breach 
made thefe 15 days ; all the time within 15 toifes * 
of the wall of the place, and never holding up their 
heads to look at it. That he reckoned, on their 
arrival at'Pondicherry, they fhould endeavor to 
learn fome other trade •, for that of war required 
too much patience. That of 150o fepoys which 
attended his army, he computed near 800 were em¬ 
ployed upon the road to Pondicherry, laden with 
fugar, pepper, and other goods; and as for the 
Coolies, they we re all employed for the fame pur- 
pofe, from the firft day they came there. That he 


* Ninety feet. 
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was taking his meafures from that day to fet fire to 
the Black Town, and blow up the powder-mills. 
That it could never be imagined, that 50 French 
deferters and 100 Swifs, were aftually flopping the 
progrefs of 2000 men of the king’s and company’s 
troops, which were flill exifting there; notwith¬ 
standing the exaggerated accounts that every one 
made, according to his own fancy, of the (laughter 
which had been made of them : and he would dill 
be more furprized, if he told him, that if it were 
not for the two combats and four battles they fuf- 
tained, and for the batteries which failed, or were 
unfkilfully made, they fhould not have loft 50 men 
from the beginning of the fiege. That he had 
wrote to M. de Larche, if he perfifted in not com¬ 
ing there, let who would raife money upon the Po- 
lygars for him; he would not do it: and he re¬ 
nounced, as he informed him a month before, di- 
reftly or indireftly, meddling with any thing what¬ 
ever that might have relation to their adminiftration, 
whether civil or military : for he had rather go and 
command theCaffres of Madagafcar than remain in 
that Sodom ; which it was impoflible but the fire of 
the Englifh muft deftroy, fooner or latter, even 
though that from heaven fhould not. He added, 
as follows : “ I think it necelfary to apprize you, 
that, as M. de Soupire has refufed to take upon him 
the command of this army, which I have offered to 
him, and which he is empowered to accept, by 
having received from the court a duplicate of my 
commifiion, you muft of neceffity, together with 
the council, take it upon you. For my part, I 
undertake only to bring it back, either to Arcot or 
Sadrafs. Send therefore your orders, or come your- 
felves to command it; for I (hall quit it on my ar¬ 
rival there.” 

This letter was intercepted by major Caillaud’s 
patroles when he marched from Chinglapet to fur- 

prize 
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prize Sadrafs. The major immediately lent the let¬ 
ter to the governor of Madrafs, and marched back 
again to be near the fort, and to be ready for what 
fervice might be required of him. 

This letter plainly intimated that M. Lally was 
refolved to burn the Black Town, and raife the 
liege. By the account of deferters, their lofs of of¬ 
ficers and men in their advanced battery was very 
confiderable, and they had feveral pieces of can¬ 
non difabled. After they were obliged to quit it, 
their fire continually decreafed from 23 pieces of 
cannon, which they had at one time, to only fix 
pieces. 

On the 15th, in the morning, the befiegers kept 
up a brifk fire from fix guns on their grand battery, 
three at the burying ground, and two at the old 
hofpital: but in the afternoon they only fired from 
three at the grand battery, and two at the burying 
ground, which played fmartly until moon-light. 

On the 16th, the fire of the befiegers was very 
brifk from their artillery; but few Ihells were 
thrown. About noon, a fmall Hoop anchored in the 
road, and acquainted the governor, that the Englilh 
Ihips were feen by her a few days before in the lati¬ 
tude of fourteen north : and about five in the af¬ 
ternoon the garrifon perceived fix fail to the north¬ 
ward, which they concluded to be thofe Ihips, and 
the whole garrifon was ordered to lie on their arms 
all night to prevent any fudden attack. They kept 
up a fmart fire of mufketry againft the enemy’s 
works until ten o’clock, when the fix Ihips an¬ 
chored in the road, and were known to be thofe ex¬ 
pected from Bombay. 

About two in the morning of the 17th, the be¬ 
fiegers made a fmart fire from their mufketry ; but 
their Ihot flew too high. At the fame time, feveral 
lights and fires appeared in their trenches, which 
were evacuated before morning, when they quitted 

the 
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the Black Town, having nailed up all the guns 
they could fire from, and deftroyed the carriages 
which they thought l'erviceable. They had noc 
time to fet the Black Town on fire, as they were 
afraid of the flying camp which major Caillaud had 
again afiembled on the mount, and of the united 
force of the garrifon and the troops from England, 
if they (hould take the retreating army between two 
fires. 

The fame morning, hismajefly’s fhip the Queen- 
borough, commanded by captain Kempenfelt, and 
the company’s fhip Revenge, difembarked the 
troops •, which were the other detachment of colonel 
Draper’s regiment *, confifting of 600 men, under 
the command of major Monfon and captain Moore. 

Thus was raifed the fiege of Fort St. George, af¬ 
ter the garrifon had been fhut up 67 days, and the 
enemy’s batteries had been open 46. General Lally 
retreated in the utmoft transports of rage and de- 
fpair, which a man of honor and ability in his pro- 
felfion can feel, who is ill feconded by his troops, 
negleded by thofe who ought to fupport him, and 
cheated by the villainy of contradtors, and of all 
thofe who turn war into a low traffic. His letter is 
a ftrongand linking pidure of thofe agitations. He 
left behind him a large quantity of military llores, 
and all his heavy cannon, which were 44 pieces 
but moft of them were rendered unferviceable. 
Though the Black Town efcaped the deftrudion 
intended by him, he vented his refentment by the 
devaftation he made in his route by Egmore, where 
he deftroyed the powder-mills ; and, among other 


* This was the 79th regiment of foot, which was raifed in 
1757, and molt of the men were Scoich. William Draper, 
Efq; was the colonel commandant, and Chohnondeley Brere- 
ton, and George Monfon, Efquires, were the tw o majors, who 
were appointed fuch when the regiment was raifed. 
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things unworthy of a foldier, he ordered a country-* 
houi’e on the mount, belonging to colonel Law¬ 
rence, to be blown up with three barrels of gun¬ 
powder. From thence he marched to Conjeveram, 
where he arrived the next morning, and began to 
fortify himfelf againft a fudden attack, in cafe of a 
purfuit: but the Englilh forces were not able to take 
the field immediately for want of cooleys, bullocks, 
and other neceflaries. 

The French made an eafy conqueft of Madrafs * 
in 1746; andalfo of Fort St. David + in 1758 ; but 
now they were ihamefully repulfed. The garrifon 
in general diftinguilhed themfelves for their fobrie- 
ty, and emulated each other in their military duty. 
So brave a defence and deliverance did great honor 
to all concerned, and particularly to colonel Law¬ 
rence, who had the fatisfa&ion to fee all his fervices 
in the country crowned by a mod honorable defence 
of the capital fettlement, in which he was nobly fup- 
ported by the indefatigable vigilance and bravery of 
colonel Draper and major Brereton within the walls, 
and by major Caillaud and captain Prefton without. 
Governor Pigot alfo greatly contributed to their fuc- 
cefs, by his prudence, refolution, and generofity, in 
the management of the ftores and provifions, fre¬ 
quently viGting the works, and liberally rewarding 
all thofe who fignalized themfelves. Befides, he 
faithfully difcharged his promife of 50,000 rupees, 
which was immediately ifiued and diftributed after 
the enemy difappeared, two thirds to the Europe¬ 
ans, and one third to the fepoys and Iafcars. 

Mr. Call obferves, at the end of his journal of 
this remarkable fiege, that as nothing very different 
from what is met with in all fieges, or laid down as 
general maxims, was pradtifed in the defence of the 


* See the Introduction to this volume, p. xxv. xxvii. 
t See this volume, p, 289. 291, 
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place, ic would be unneceffary to enter into a par¬ 
ticular recapitulation. However, he remarks, that 
the artillery was fo well ferved, that two twelve- 
pounders from the north ravelin difmounted four 
twenty-four pounders oppofed to them ; and that of 
32 pieces of cannon tound on the enemy’s bat¬ 
teries, 31 were difabled by the {hot from the fort, 
which were many more than the befieged had hurt, 
notwithftanding their works were enfiladed, plung¬ 
ed into, and taken in reverfe. The works were 
kept in extraordinary good repair ; and three guns, 
with a ftrong parapet, were maintained in the north- 
eaft baftion by a few men. An addition was alfo 
made of a battery by the fea-fide •, and two pieces 
more were fired on the 16th of February, than on 
the 14th of December. It {hould alfo be obferved, 
that a few raw men taken from the pioneer com¬ 
pany, greatly exceeded all the boafted miners of the 
French, who threatened to blow whole baftions in¬ 
to the air. 

The French began to renounce all thofe fanguine 
hopes which they had entertained from their forces 
in this part of the world. The English, on the 
contrary, went on from fuccefs to fuccefs; and 
while they defeated the French on the eaftern coaft 
of the great peninfula of India; on the weftern they 
took the great and opulent city of Surat, from the 
powers of the country, with very little lofs. 
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CHAP. IV. 

‘the reduction of Surat by the Englirti prefidency of 
Bombay : and the taking the Englifh fa fiery at 
Gombroon by the French i in 1759. 

I. SURAT. 

I HAVE already given a particular account of 
the city of Surat in my former volume ; and 
here fhall beg leave to make the following addition 
thereto, as neceflary to fhew why the prefidency bf 
Bombay undertook this expedition againft a place 
fubjedt to the Mogul government. 

The city is fituated in 72 deg. 20 min. of eafl 
longitude, and 52 deg. 38 min. of north latitude, 
on the fouth-eaft fide of the river Tappee *, about 
16 miles from the fea, 160 miles north of Bombay, 
and as many fouth of Cambaia; being about three 
miles in circumference, but very populous, and 
vaftly rich : but Swalley -f, feven or eight leagues 
north from the mouth of the Tappee, is properly 
the fort of Surat, as the river is not navigable up to 
the town for fihips of burden ; which obliges mer¬ 
chants to unload at this place, and to fend their 
merchandize to Surat, either in fmall vefiels up the 
river, or by land in waggons drawn by oxen. 

The Portugueze took and ruined Surat in 1520; 
but as it was already famous enough for its trade, 
it became more confiderable by its ruin. All the 
Indian nations, who were accuftcmed to trade there, 
united to re-eftablifii it: but it was not until near a 
century after that it became a general ftaple for 
European and eaitern merchandize ; being enriched 

4 or i Or Sou*li. 
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by a kind of compenfation for the damage done to 
it by the Portugueze, when the Dutch appearing 
in the Indian ocean, had deprived them of a!molt 
all their places, and entirely ruined their trade. 

The Engliffi ettablifhed a factory there in 160a, 
the Dutch in 1616, and the French in 1665. The 
English had their preftdency here, before it was re¬ 
moved to Bombay ; after which they maintained a 
factory at Surat, and were allowed great privileges 
by the court of Delli. ° 

Surat is remarkable for the trade carried on 
there by the Europeans, and for that carried on by 
the merchants of the country with Java and Suma¬ 
tra, in the Indian ocean ; as alfo with Aden, Mocha, 
and Mecca, upon the Red-Fa-, and Bander Abaffi, 
or Gombroon, in the Perfi.tn gulph. Two Ihips 
depart every year from Surat for the conveniency 
of the Mahometans, who go upon a pilgrimage to 
Mecca : but ufually they are as much laden with 
merchandize upon account of the Mogul, as upon 
that of the pilgrims-, and their returns are fo rich, 
that they make a part of the European trade for 
the merchandize of Arabia Felix. 

I have before remarked, that the governor 
of the town was unconnected with the governor of 
the caftle : but as the Indian Teas were greatly infeft- 
ed by pirates, the Mogul appointed a naval officer 
to keep them in awe. This man was called Siddee 
Muffoot*, who had been chief of an Ethiopian co¬ 
lony fettled at Rajapore, where he collected feveral 
velTels of confiderable force, and carried on fome 
trade, until he was difpofleffed by the Morattoes; 
upon which he repaired to Bombay, and afterwards 
to Surat, where he was appointed admiral on that 


* Or Scydee Maffaoud. When the AbyiTinian Caves are 
promoted to any poll of confequer.ee, under the Ivlogui go¬ 
vernment, they are called Siddces. 
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ftation to the Mogul, with a revenue called the 
Tanka, amounting yearly to about three lack of 
rupees, or 36,000 1 . fterling ; but he had no power 
independent of the marine. However, under a 
pretence of arrears in his appointed revenues, he 
feized on the caftle, encroached on the town, and 
feized one third of its revenues. Another third was 
paid to the Morattoes, to prevent their depredations 
upon the trade in the open country: but they were 
not fatisfied with this ftipulation, and were intent 
upon fome opportunity to plunder the city, which 
was kept in fubjeftion by Siddee Muffoot until his 
death in 1756, when he was fucceedtd by his fon, 
who rendered himfelf very obnoxious to the inha¬ 
bitants. 

Novas Allee Cawn was governor of the city, in 
which office he was fuppianted by Meah Atchund, 
who was pretexted by the Siddee; and Pharras 
Cawn vvas appointed his Naib, or deputy, in which 
ftation he acted as chief magiftrate, and conduded 
himfelf with great honor and integrity. 

Mr. Ellis was the Englifh chief in 1758, when 
their factory was grievoufly infulted and oppreffed 
by the Siddee and his officers. The principal mer¬ 
chants and inhabitants were treated worfe, and de- 
fired Mr. Ellis to recommend it to the prefidency of 
Bombay to extricate them from thofe difficulties, by 
fitting out a force to take pofieffion of the caftle and 
Tanka, and make Pharras Cawn governor. Mr. 
Ellis was fucceeded by Mr. Spencer, who commu¬ 
nicated the ftate of affairs at Surat to the prefidency 
of Bombay, in the beginning of the year 1759, 
when it appeared, that Meah Atchund had all his 
power controuled by the Siddee, who had 2000 
men in pay, compofedof Moors, Gentoos, Arabs, 
Pattans, and others ; who were a better corps than 
Atchund’s fepeys, which were 4000. 


The 
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The prefidency of Bombay were apprehenfive 
that the Siddee would open the gates to the Morat- 
tO:s, and therefore determined to prevent it, by 
affifting the inhabitants of Surat. Admiral Po- 
cock was then with his fquadron at Bombay, and 
readily concurred with the prefidency in fuppxirting 
the expedition ; for which purpofe, he ordered the 
Sunderland and Newcaftle to convoy and iupport the 
company’s armament. 

Captain Maitland, of the royal regiment of 
artillery, was ordered to embark on board the com¬ 
pany’s armed vefftls with his command, confiding 
of 850 artillery and infantry, with 1500 lepoys. 
This armament failed, on the qth of February, un¬ 
der the command of captain Watfon, who landed 
the troops, on the 15th, at Dentilowry, diftant from 
Surat about nine miles, where they encamped three 
days for refrelhment. 

In the firfi day’s march from that encampment, 
captain John Northali *, the lecond in command 
died of an apoplectic fit, and was lucceeded in the 
command by captain Joleph Winter. When captain 
Maitland approached the city, he found that the 
Siddee had lodged fume of his troops in the French 
garden, where he made his firfi attack, and drove 
them out, after a very fmart firing on both fides 
for about four hours •, in which the Englilh had 
twenty men killed, and as many wounded : but the 
Siddee’s lols was much greater. 

After captain Maitland had got pofifcfiion of 
the French garden, he thought it necefiary to order 


* This gentleman had the command of a company at Minor¬ 
ca in 17s 2 , and was remarkable for his fine taile in the polite 
arts. He made the tour of Italv, and wrote a very curious ac¬ 
count of the belt fculptures, paintings, and other remarkable 
curiofities in the principal clinches and palaces of Florence, 
Rome, Naples, Venice, and orher places which he vifited. I 
have feen the manufciipt, which will be foon printed tor the 
life of the public. 
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the engineer to pitch upon a proper place to erefl 
a battery, which he did, and completed it in two 
days •, while the enemy took pofleffion of the Eng- 
lifli garden, and the Siddee’s bundar or cuftom- 
houfe. On the Englilh battery were mounted two 
24 pounders, and a 13 inch mortar, which fired 
brifkly for three days againlt the walls, without ef¬ 
fect. Captain Maitland having thought of a more 
expedient method of getting into the outer town 
than by the breach of the wall, he called a council 
of war, compofed of military and marine officers, 
before whom he laid a plan for a general attack, 
which they approved, and it was refolved to be put 
into execution at half an hour pad four the next 
morning. 

The plan was, that the Company’s grab of 
20 guns, and four bomb-ketches, fhould warp up 
the river in the night, and anchor in aline of battle 
oppofite the Siddee’s bundar, one of the ftrongeft 
fortified places they had got : this they did, and a 
general attack began from the veflels and battery at 
the appointed time, on the ill of March. The 
captain’s intentions in this were, to drive the ene¬ 
my from their batteries, and to facilitate the land¬ 
ing of the infantry at the bundar, whom he had 
embarked in boats for their tranfportation. The 
bomb-ketches made a continual fire until half pad; 
eight, when a fignal was made for the boats to put 
off, and land under cover of the veflels. This 
proved very fuccefsful, by the prudent conduct and 
gallant behaviour of Captain Watfon, who landed 
the troops with the lots of only one man. They 
attacked the Siddee’s bundar, and loon put his troops 
to flight, with the lofs of captain Robert Inglifh 
mortally wounded, lieutenant Pepperel wounded in 
the (houlder, and fome common men killed and 
wounded. Having gained this point, and getting 
pofleffion of the outer town, with its fortifications, 

the 
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the next thing to be done was to attack the inner 
town and caftle, for which purpofe the thirteen and 
two ten inch mortars were planted on the Siddee’s 
bundar, and began firing as foon as poffible, at 
the difiance of 700 yards from the caftle, and 500 
from the inner town. 

About fix in the evening, the mortars began to 
play very brifkly, and continued their fire until half 
paft two the next morning •, which unufual attack put 
the caftle and town into fuch a confternation, that 
they never returned a gun. 

This was the critical time for fettling affairs 
with the inhabitants : but the friends of Pharras 
Cawn now feemed mod inclined to continue Meah 
Atchund governor of the town, on condition that 
Pharras Cawn Ihould be Naib or deputy, and that 
the Englilh fhould be eftablilhed in poffeflion of 
the caftle and tanka. 

Mr. Spencer a<fted for the Company, and com¬ 
municated this refolution to Atchund, who readily 
agreed to and executed the following treaty : 

“ Agreeable to your defire, I fend aperfon to 
you, by whom you advifed me verbally of your 
demands •, and with fincerity of heart, 1 write the 
particulars I now can agree to, which are as follow : 


Atchund’s Seal. Cootbodeen’s Seal. 


Art. I. That Pharras 
Cawn lhall be appoint¬ 
ed to the officeof Naib, 
in its greateft extent, 
as in the time of Suff- 
dair Cawn ; and none 
but himfelf lhall in¬ 
terfere in that poll. 

II. That whatever arti¬ 
cles Pharras Cawn has 
Y 


Article I. Agreeable 
to this article, I fully 
confent to the ap¬ 
pointment of Pharras 
Cawn. 


II. Whatever Pharras 
Cawn has wrote or 
; promifed 
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given in writing, or 
promifed to the ho- 
norableCompany,fhall 
befullycompliedwith, 
without the lead dimi* 
nution. 

III. That the Mecca 
gate fhall be opened, 
and our troops admit¬ 
ted, and we fhall join 
our forces to drive the 
enemyoutof the town. 

IV. The above articles 
a perfon on your be¬ 
half demanded : all 
which 1 agree to, and 
will comply with ; and 
the government fhall 
be continued to me in 
full authority : and to 
the above I have fet 
my own feal, and Meer 
Cootbodeen will fign 
and feal the fame. Af¬ 
ter which, you muft 
fend a counter-part of 
this writing, with the 
honorable Company’s 
feal affixed.” 


promifed to do for the 
honorable Company, 
I will ftand to without 
the lead alteration. 


III. The Mecca gate 
fhall be opened, your 
troops admitted, and 
joined by mine, to 
drive out the enemy. 

IV. Agreed to ; and 
. that we fhall aft joint¬ 
ly in turning the ene¬ 
my out of the town. 
Whatever the honora¬ 
ble Company have de¬ 
manded, I agree to.” 


The counter-part of this treaty was delivered to 
Atchund, on the 4th of March, under the Compa- 
pany’s feal. Atchund then opened the gates of 
the inner town, and invited captain Maitland to 
march in ; which was immediately done, with drums 
beating, and colors flying. 

The Siddee ftiil kept pofleffion of the caftle, and 
feemed determined to defend it, until he was in¬ 
formed 
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formed that Atchund had joined his troops with the 
Englifh to drive him out. He then found that re- 
fiftance would be vain, and fent repeated meffages 
to captain Maitland, with many propofals to give 
him up the caftle, upon condition that he would 
allow his people to march out with their arms and 
effecls. All this was granted to him in an ample 
ienfe, even to the furniture of the houfes. Captain 
Maitland faw this executed with the greateft regu¬ 
larity ; after which, he took pofieffion of the caftle 
and tanka in the name and for the ufe of the Com¬ 
pany, who were confirmed in the government by- 
grants from the Mogul, fo that the guns, veiTels, 
and ftores belonged to them of courle as part of 
the tanka. 

Captain Maitland’s return was as following: 

“ Royal artillery killed two, wounded four. 

In the Company’s infantry : captains killed two, 
fubaltern one. 

Killed in all 150. Wounded about 60.” 

A gratuity of 200,000 rupees was divided 
among the captors, whofe expedition commenced 
the 9th of February ; fome troops were left in gar- 
rifon at Surat, and the others returned to Bombay 
on the 15th of April. 

This revolution reftored tranquility and good 
government to the city, and eftablifhed the Englifir 
in a moft valuable and ufeful fettlement, to the 
fausfadtion of ail the inhabitants. 

Richard Bourchier, Efq-, who was then go¬ 
vernor of Bombay, honored me with a letter, dat¬ 
ed “ Bombay-caftle, May the 2d, 1759 in which 
were the following words: “ What with the French, 
and the contentions of the natives, all India is in 
great confufion. We have had a fmall fhare in 
letting matters to rights at Surat, which will in 

Y 4 the 
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the end turn out greatly to the Company’s advan¬ 
tage.” 

II. G O M B R O O N. 

As M. Tally was difappointed in his attempt up¬ 
on Fort St. George, he concerted an expedition a- 
gainft the little Englifh fettlement at Gombroon, 
which is a confidcrable fea port town of Alia, in 
Perfia, and in the province of Farfiftan, in Ion. 
75. Jat. 27. It is called by the natives Bander 
Abafii, and is feated on a bay, about 12 miles 
northward of the eaft end of the ifland of Kifmifh, 
falfely called QueiTimo in fome maps. It is nine 
miles from the famous ifland of Ormus, in the Per- 
fian gulph, where the Pcrtugueze had a fettlement. 
The Englifh and Dutch have fa&ories here, which 
is a great advantage to the trade of the place. The 
weather is fo exceeding hot in June, July, and 
Auguft, that this town is very unhealthy and 
therefore the Englifh factory retire to Affeen dur¬ 
ing thofe months. It is frequented by people of 
fcveral nations; as well Europeans as others; and 
the Banyans are fo numerous, that they bribe the 
governor not to permit any cows to be killed in the 
town. The Englifh wete fettled here by Shah Ab¬ 
bas, after the deftrudtion of Ormus: he granted 
them great privileges in commerce, and a propor¬ 
tion of the cuftoms of that port, which amounted 
to near 40C0I. fterling a year: but the Englifh 
have loft thele advantages, by the confufion and 
anarchy that have ruined Perfia of late years. This 
made it unneceffary for the Englifh Company to 
have any warehoufes or fortifications: therefore, 
they had only a fecure houfe for their chief and his 
clerks, with a fmall party of foldiers to defend 
them againft robbers. 

I t was againft this diftant, defencelefs fa&ory, 
as a place totally neglected, that M. Lally equipped 

four 
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four fhjps, under Dutch colors, one of which carri¬ 
ed 6 4 guns, and another 22, with a land force of 
150 Europeans, and 200 Caffres, two mortars, and 
four pieces of battering cannon, to befiege fo fmall 
and unfortified a fadtory. 

This fervice was committed to the command and 
direction of the count d’Eftaing, who was made pri- 
foner of war by colonel Draper, in his Tally on the 
14th of March into the Black-town, and was at this 
time on his parole ; therefore M. des Eflars, and 
M. Charny were the nominal commanders. 

The French arrived at Gombroon on the 15th 
of Odtober 1759, and began to batter the Englifh 
fadtory, in which there were no more than fixreen 
Europeans and lome Teapoys, who did what they 
could to defend themfelves, under the diredtion of 
Mr. Douglafs the Chief. The French burnt the 
Speedwell (loop, and, at high water, hauled in 
their frigate of 22 guns, within a quarter of a mile 
of the fadtory, and began to fire ; while their troops 
and guns were landed, and played warmly from the 
weftward fortwo hours. Aboutthreein theafternoon, 
the French Tummoned the place to furrender ; and 
the Englifh capitulared on the following terms. 

“ Articles of Capitulation for the Eafl India 
Company’s fadtory of Gombroon, between 
Alexander Douglafs, Efq-, Chief of the faid 
fettlement and council ; and Monfieur des Ef> 
Tars, captain of his mod Chriftian Majefty’s 
Ihip Conde, and commander in chief of the 
prefent expedition, and Monfieur Charnyau, 
captain, commander of the land forces. 

I. That as foon as the capitulation was figned, 
a detachment of French troops ihould take pof- 
fefiion of the fadtory : the_keys to be delivered to 

the 
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the commanding officer ; and no perfon to come 
in or go out without his permiffion, as he would 
take care to prevent diforders and thefts. 

II. That all effects in the faftory fhould belongto 
the befiegers, and be delivered to the French 
commifiary, with all books and papers in poflfef- 
Con of the befieged : the befiegers to be fhewn 
the warehoufes, that they might place the necef- 
fary centinels over them: the artillery, arms, 
ammunition, provifions, money, merchandize 
and flaves, in general every thing contained within 
the fadtory, fhould be comprehended in this ar¬ 
ticle. 

III. That the chief, the garrifon-fadlors, writers, 
and all Europeans in the fervice of the Englilh 
Eaft India Company, in general all the fubjedts 
of his Britannic Majefty in the factory fhould be 
prifoners of war, under the following claufes only: 

IV. That whereas M. d’Eftaing, brigadier of foot, 
and formerly a prifoner of his Britannic Ma¬ 
jefty, was on board the fhip Conde, in his way 
to Europe, by-the way of Buflbrah, and being 
defirous of rendering more fecure the intelligence 
of an exchange having been made in his behalf, 
between Mr. Pigot, governor of Madrafs, and 
Monf. Lally, lieutenant general; it was agreed 
between the befiegers and befieged, that Alex¬ 
ander Douglas, Efq; chief of the Englilh Eaft: 
India Company’s factory at Gombroon, with Wil¬ 
liam Naffi, enfign Johnfton, Dymoke Lyfter, 
Lieutenant George Bembow, Lieutenant Richard 
Evans, and Richard Mainwaring, were lawfully 
exchanged for Monfieur d’Eftaing; and they 
were at full liberty to go where and to what 
places they pleafed ; in confequence of which, 

Mon- 
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Monfieur d’Eftaing was under no other claufe 
than what was fpecified in the fixth article. 

V. That though the prefent exchange of prifoners 
was an unneceflary precaution in behalf of Mon¬ 
fieur d’Eftaing, yet all perfons mentioned in the 
preceding article were ablolutely free : but ftiould 
Monfieur d’Eftaing have been already exchang¬ 
ed, as he undoubtedly was, in that cafe, for the 
feven perfons already mentioned, who enjoyed 
their liberty, a like number, and of equal fta- 
tion, of his moft Chriftian Majefty’s fubje&s, 
were to be releafed whenever a cartel was made. 

VI. That Monfieur d’Eftaing, to fulfil with the 
greateft exa&itude the promife he made governor 
Pigot, that he would not take up arms againft 
the Englifh on the Coromandel coaft only, for 
the fpace of eighteen months, reckoning from the 
ift of May, 17595 defired it might be inferred 
in the capitulation, that notwithftanding he was 
exchanged, yet he would keep the promife he 
made governor Pigot, of not taking up arms a- 
g 4 inft the Englifh on the Coromandel coaft only, 
for the fpace of eighteen months; but he was 
at free liberty in all other places to take arms. 

VII. Th at if it v.’as poftible to agree about the re- 
purchafing of Gombroon fa&ory, it would be 
looked on as part of the prefent capitulation ; the 
befiegers referving to themfelves the liberty never- 
thelels to do therewith as they might think fir, 
fhould no agreement be concluded with the be- 
fieged. 

VIII. That in confideration of the exchange of 
Monfieur d’Eftaing, and at his particular requeft 
to Monfieur des Eftars, Alexander Douglafs, Efq; 
and all others mentioned in the fourth article, had 

liberty 
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liberty to carry away all their effects of what kind 
foever, excepting ammunition, provifions, ma¬ 
rine, military or warlike ftores.” * 

Thus the French reduced this indefenfible fac¬ 
tory with all the parade of a fiege, and the pompous 
form of a capitulation, which furprized all the mi¬ 
litary gentlemen in India. Their terms were cal¬ 
culated to cover the Count d’Eftaing from the guilt 
of breaking his parole ; for it is certain he was not 
exchanged ; and the parole he gave was in the ufual 
form, not to i'erve directly or indirectly againft the 
Englifh during the war, or until he Ihould be re¬ 
gularly exchanged. 

The French received fome affiftance from Moo¬ 
lah Allee Shah, the Mooriin governor, with whom 
they entered into articles of alliance, and left him 
great quantities of copper, with other valuable 
things, after they evacuated the factory, which they 
fet on fire, and fet fail on the 30th. 


CHAP V. 


Naval Operations in *759- Admiral Pocock 
defeats M. d’Ache on the 1 oth of September off 
the Coaft of Coromandel •, and returns to Eu¬ 
rope, in 1760. 


M D’ACHE, who had run away from ad- 
. miral Pocock in Auguft 1758, was now 
ftrongly reinforced at the iflands of Mauritius 


* This Capitulation was dated at Gombroon, the 14th of 
Oftober, at fix in the morning, in the year 1759 ; and was 
Sjjned, 

Des Efiars. Alexander Douglafs, 

Charnyau. William Nafh, 

Richard JohniUm. 


and 
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and Bourbon ; of which admiral Pocock had intel¬ 
ligence while he was refitting his fquadron at Bom¬ 
bay, from whence he failed, on the 17th of A- 
pril 1759, for the coaft of Coromandel. With a 
diligence and dexterity apparent in every under¬ 
taking where that gallant commander had the chief 
direction, the fquadron got round theifiand of Cey¬ 
lon before the French had taken their departure from 
the iflands 5 and the admiral ftationed his fhips in 
fuch a manner, as to proteft the trade and inter¬ 
cept the enemy. He kept this ftation until the 
3d of Augult, when he proceeded to cruize off 
Pondicherry : but the want of water and provifions 
obliged him to proceed to Trincomalay on the ift 
of September, as it was very difficult to water the 
fhips at Negapatnam. 

Admirai, Pocock difpatched the Revenge fri¬ 
gate, to look out for the enemy off Ceylon and 
they were defcried from the malt-head at ten the 
next morning •, being fifteen fail in the fouth-eaft 
quarter, Handing to the north-eaft. Soon after, 
the admiral perceived the Revenge chaced by one 
of the French frigates, which fired feveral fhot at 
her. He immediately made the fignal for a gene¬ 
ral chace, and Hood towards them with all the fail 
he could make, though he was much inferior in 
the number of fhips. This obliged the French 
frigate to give over chace, and rejoin her own 
fquadron, which endeavored to fteal away under 
favor of the night •, and falling little wind, pre¬ 
vented the Englifh getting near them when the day 
clofed. At feven in the evening, admiral Pocock 
ordered the Revenge to make Sail to the fouth-eaft, 
and keep fight of the enemy, if poffible •, which had 
the defired effeft. About eleven, the Englifh difco- 
vered them, and bore down : but about one in the 
morning of the third, a heavy fquall came on, 

which 
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which.continued until three, and obliged the Eng- 
lifh to bring to, and clew up their top-fails. 

At day-light, the Englifti faw the French fleet 
bearing north-eaft by north, about five or fix leagues 
diftant; and admiral Pocock made the fignal for a 
general chace to the north-eaft; Point Pedro, on 
the ifland of Ceylon, bearing weft, diftant fix or 
feven leagues. He continued to gain upon the 
French ; who, about nine, finding it was in vain 
to truft entirely to the fwiftnefs of their failing, 
bore north-eaft by eaft four leagues, and formed in 
line of battle a-head on the ftar-board tack, with 
the wind about weft north-weft: therefore admiral 
Pocock made the fignal for the line of battle a-breaft, 
and flood for the center of their fleet, which kept 
under way, and appeared to go from the wind. 
By this means their bearings were greatly altered ; 
for by noon they bore fouth-eaft by eaft, dif¬ 
tant fix or feven miles. The wind decreafing as 
the day advanced, the Englifti were not able to 
form their line until near fun-fet ; two of their 
fquadron, the Tyger and Newcaftle, failing very 
ill, tho’ they made all the fail they could crowd. 

In this pofition it was hoped the French might 
have been fixed and brought to an engagement: 
but M. d’Ache had no fuch intention ; for his 
fcheme was to avoid the danger of a clofe chace, 
by forming the line, to flatter the Englifh with an 
expedition of battle. Thus, about a quarter after 
flve, the Englifti fquadron being nearly a-breaft of 
the French, they wore, and came to the wind on 
the other tack: upon which admiral Pocock made 
the fignal for his fhips to tack, the rear firft, and 
fleered with the French. 

Both fquadrons were then about four miles 
diftant, with very little wind, had fcarcely fteerage 
way, and continued fo until near ten, when a 
frelh breeze fprung up from the fouth iouth-wcft : 

on 
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on which the Englifh hauled clofe to the wind, 
under their top-falis, and formed the line a-head. 
This fhift of wind brought the French a-ftern, and 
a little upon the weather quarter of the Englifh line: 
but it proving hazy foon after, the Englifh loft fight 
of the enemy ; who made no fignals, in this or the 
preceding night, either with guns or lights. Ad¬ 
miral Pocock immediately fent the Revenge to look 
out a-ftern, in expectation of her feeing them : but 
not being able to difcover them a-ftern, fent her di¬ 
rectly a-head, and flood after her, the fhips ftill con¬ 
tinuing in the line with their heads to the northward. 

On the 4th, at a quarter paft eight in the morn¬ 
ing, the Revenge made thefignal for feeing four fail 
to the north-eaft; on which admiral Pocock made 
the lignal for a general chace. At half paft eleven, the 
Revenge bore moreaway tothe eaftward, and was fol¬ 
lowed by the fquadron: but aftercontinuing the chace 
until near two in the afternoon, and difcoveringonly 
two fhips, with whom he could not come up, the 
admiral made the fignal for the Revenge to come 
into the fquadron, then flood to the fouthward, and 
made all the fail he could to get off Pondicherry, 
as he concluded the French fquadron was bound there. 

Admiral Pocock arrived off Pondicherry on the 
8th, early in the morning, and law no fhips in the 
road: but at one in the afternoon he difcovered the 
enemy to the fouth-eaft, and by three counted thir¬ 
teen fail. The Englifh fhips were then Handing to 
the fouthward, with the lea-breeze ; and kept a 
good look-out the following night, to intercept 
the French. At half paft fix in the morning of the 
9th, the Englifh faw part of the French fquadron 
to the fouth-weft, and by nine counted fixteen fail. 
At two in the afternoon, the wind fpringing up, ad¬ 
miral Pocock made the fignal for a general chace; 
and at four the French fquadron appeared to be form¬ 
ed in a line of battle a-breaft, and iteered right down 

upon 
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upon the Englifh admiral, who ordered the Revenge 
to keep between the two fquadrons, and obferve 
their motions during the night. 

On the 10th, at fix in the morning, the body of 
the French fquadron bore fouth-eaft by fouth, dis¬ 
tant eight or nine miles, and was formed in a line 
of battle a-head on the ftar-board tack. The Eng- 
lifh fquadron continued bearing down on them in 
a line of battle a-breaft, with the wind about north- 
weft by weft. At five minutes paft ten, the French 
wore, and formed the line a-head upon the larboard 
tack : the Englilh did the fame an hour after, and 
kept edging down upon them. At ten minutes 
paft two in the afternoon, admiral Pocock’s ftiip 
was nearly a-breaft of the French admiral’s fecond 
in the rear, and within mufket-fhot; upon which 
M. d’Ache made the fignal for battle, and the 
Englilh admiral immediately did the fame. 

The French had a great fuperiority in the num¬ 
ber of fhips, guns, and men ; befides. the great 
advantage in the fize of their fhips; for their 
fquadron confided of eleven fhips of the line, with 
two frigates, and two ftorefhips *: but the Eng- 


* They were as following : 

French Line. 

The Adlif led with the larboard tacks on board. 


Ships. G 

uns. 

Aftif, - 

6+ 

Le Minotaur, — 

74 

Le Due d’Orleatrs, 

60 

Le St. Louis, - 

60 

Le Vengeur, -- 

64 

Le Zodiaque, — 

74 

Le Comte de Provence, 

74 

Le Due de Bourgogne, 

60 

L’llluftre.- 

64 

La Fortune — 

64 

Le Centaur — 

70 


Men. Commanders. 

600 Beauchaine. 

650 L 'Aguilh, chef d’Efcadre 
500 Surville, le Cadet. 

50 Joannes. 

500 Palliere. 

650 M. D’Ache, Lt. Gen. 
650 La Chaife. 

500 Bouvet. 

600 De Ruis. 

600 Lobry. 

650 Surville 


Total 72? 6400 


lifh 
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lifh had only nine fhips of the line, with three fri¬ 
gates and afirefhip*. 

Both fqnadrons began to cannonade each other 
with great fury, and continued hotly engaged, about 
two hours, until ten minutes after four ; when the 
French rear began to give way ; as the Sunder¬ 
land had got up fome time before, and engaged 
their fternmoft fhip : their center Icon after alio gave 
way ; while their van made fail, ftood on, and with 
their whole fquadron bore away, fleering to the 
fouth-fouth-eafl with all the fail they could make. 

The Englifh ihips were in no condition to pur- 
fue •, for the Tyger had her mizen-maft and main¬ 
top-mad fhot away, and appeared to be greatly tlif- 
abled : the Newcaftle was much damaged in her 
mafts, yards, and rigging -, and her captain was 
killed : the Cumberland and Sahibury were not in 
a condition to make fail: the Yarmouth had her 
fore-topfail-jard ihot away in the flings : and the , 
Grafton and Elizabeth were greatly difabled in their 
mafts, yards, and rigging: lb that the Weymouth 
and Sunderland were the only Orips which had not 


British List. 

The Elizabeth led with :he larboard tacks on 


id. 


Ships. 

Guns. 

M; 

Elizabeth — 

6+ 

4S0 

Newcaftle - 

5 ° 

3-; 0 

Tyger - 

to 

4 *‘> 

Grafton - 

6S 

535 

■Yarmouth - 

66 

51 ° 

Cumberland - 

- 58 

520 

Saliibuiy — 

5 ° 

55 ° 

Sunderland -- 

60 

4 20 

Weymouth - 

60 

4:0 


S 3 6 
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So that the French had two Hups of the line, 192 guns, and 


2365 men, more than 


the Engliih. 
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fuffered ; becaufe they could not get properly into 
adtion, as the French admiral began to engage be¬ 
fore they could clofe. Thus only feven of the Eng- 
lifh fhips fuftained the whole fire of the enemy’s 
fleet until near the conclufion, when the Sunderland 
got up and engaged. 

The French continued their retreat to the fouth- 
ward, until dark ; at which time admiral Pocock 
ordered the Revenge to keep between him and the 
enemy, to obferve their motions; while he lay-to 
with the fquadron on the larboard tack, that the 
difabled {hips might repair their damages. At 
day-light in the morning, the Englifh law the French 
to the fouth-fouth-eaft, lying to on the larboard 
tack, as the Englifh were, about four leagues dis¬ 
tant, and the wind about weft. Upon fight of the 
Englifh fquadron, the French immediately wore, 
and brought to on the other tack, which they con¬ 
tinued until evening, when their diftance was fo 
much increafed, that the Englifh could fcarcely dif- 
cover them from the main-top: but the wind then 
coming to the eaftward, admiral Pocock made the 
fignal, wore, and flood under an ealy fail to the 
north-weft ; the Sunderland having the Newcaftle 
in tow, the Weymouth the Tyger, and Elizabeth 
the Cumberland. 

On the 12th, at day-light, admiral Pocock faw 
the fhips in Negapatnam road ; but as he perceiv¬ 
ed nothing of the enemy, he anchored with the 
fquadron, at ten in the forenoon, about three 
leagues to the fouthward of that road ; and in the 
evening difpatched the Revenge to Madrafs, with 
letters to the governor and council. 

The Englifh fquadron, on the 15th in the even¬ 
ing, weighed, and flood into the road, and anchor¬ 
ed. Here they continued repairing their damages, 
and refitting the fquadron until the 26th ; when 
the admiral weighed at five in the morning, flood 
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co the northward, and at fix was joined by the Re¬ 
venge * from Madrafs, who brought fixty-three 
men belonging to the Bridgewater and Triton. They 
were taken in Fort St. David, and had been ex¬ 
changed at Pondicherry: the admiral ordered them 
on board the Tyger and Newcaftle, as thole fhips 
had fuffered moft in the late engagement. 

In this condition the brave admiral Pocock pro¬ 
ceeded again in queft of the enemy ; whom he 
found, at day-light on the 27th, in Pondicherry 
road, lying at anchor in a line of battle. The 
Englilh were not in a condition to attack both the 
fhips and the fort: therefore the admiral made the 
fignal for the fquadron to draw into a line of bat¬ 
tle a-head, upon the ftarboard tack. The wind 
being oft fhore, and about weft-fouth-weft, the 
fliips lay with their main-topfails to the maft, juft 
keeping a proper fteerage way for the line to con- 


* By this frigate, the governor and council font a letter to 
tjie admiral, dated “ fort St. George, Sept. 16, 1759,” 
whereby they informed him, “ That the Rc\cnge anchored 
there on the 14th, and brought them his letters, containing 
advice of his difcovering the enemy’s fleet on the id ; and af¬ 
ter much fatigue bringing them to action on the 10th. Tka* 
the warm fire he futlained for two hours with feven flips againll 
eleven, and obliging them at inft to make their retreat, would 
do immortal honor to him and Mr. Stevens, and all the brave 
officers who had the happinefs to ferve under them. That 
they looked upon this as the lall effiort of the enemy, who 
might well boall of their fuperioritv ; but the check they had 
met with would fhew them they were difappointed of the 
mighty effefts expefted from their armament. That it was 
fortunate he found means to force them to an engagement be¬ 
fore they reached Pondicherry, as the troops they might have 
brought for landing mud have a (hare in the lofs. That they 
Lad not heard of their arrival at Pondicherry; but fippofed 
them there, as the w inds had been tlrong foutherly. That af¬ 
ter they landed their troops and ilores, no great advantage 
could be hoped bv engaging them again ; therefore they would 
rather take the liberty to recommend the waiting until joined 
by the reinforcements expefled from England.” 

Z 2 


tinue 



tinue well formed. Being in this fituation, the 
French admiral made the figr.al at fix o’clock to 
heave a peake ; an hour after to weigh ; and by the 
time all their fquadron was under lad it was near 
ten ; when the Englifh were to leeward of them, 
expecting they would bear down directly and en¬ 
gage. But, inftead of taking that ftcp, M. d’Ache 
made the f.gnal for his fquadron to keep clofe to 
the wind, made fail, and ftrctched away to the 
fouthward in a line of battle a head ; by which 
method of acting they increaied their diliance from 
about a random Ihot at day-light, to near four 
leagues to windward at fun-let. 

Had the French cut or flipped their cables on 
firft dilcovering the F.nghfli, they mult have come 
to atftion at feven o’clock: and after they got un¬ 
der fail, had they bore directly down, might have 
been dole along fide by eleven. Admiral Pccock 
findingbytheirmanr.tr of working, a great difincii- 
ration to come to a iccond acton, he was defirous 
to have the opinion of the rear admiial and cap¬ 
tains, who all agreed, “ That as the prelent con¬ 
dition cf the lquadrcn would not permit them to 
follow the enemy to the fouthward, it would be 
molt advifeable to proceed to Madrafswhere thev 
accordingly anchored on the 28th. 

In this engagement both fides fuffered confidtru- 
bly; but the French moft. They had 1500 men 
killed and wounded, and fome of their fbips very 
much firattered. The Englifn had 569 men kill¬ 
ed and wounded, of whom 11 S were fiain in ac¬ 
tion, and €6 died of their wounds Arnon^ the 


* An account of the rumber of men kditd ar.tl wounded 
on board each of his rang'd) ’s ibips : 

Elizabeth 77. Newcaftle 112. Tyger 168. Grafton 8-;. Yar¬ 
mouth 39. Cumberland 52. Saliibury -,6. Sundeihnd - 
Total 569. 
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Plain was captain Michie, who commanded the 
iMewcaftle ; captain Gore of the marines, and lieu¬ 
tenant Redlhaw, b,th of the Newcaftle ; lieutenant 
Eiliot of the Tyger •, the mailer of the Yarmouth ; 
the boatiwain of thr Elizabeth, and punner of the 
Tyger : captain Some! let was wounded in his ankle ; 
and captain Brereton received a contufion on his 
head. 

All the English officers and feamen behaved with 
the oreateft bravery and fpirit during the adtion ; 
and, by the vigor and conftancy of their fire, oblig¬ 
ed the enemy to retreat, notwithstanding their great 
Superiority. 

The French fquadron brought no European 
troops to Pondicherry ; but landed there four hun¬ 
dred European feamen and volunteers ; with two 
hundred cafrres : they brought little money; but 
left the diamonds there which were taken in the 
Grantham Indiaman. M. d’Ache left Pondicherry 
on the 1 ft of October, having on board M. Supi- 
ere, brigadier Tally, and colonel Kennedy-, from 
whence it was concluded, that either their whole 
fquadron, or a part of it, was gone to the ifiands. 

Admiral Eocock fo expeditioufly refitted and 
revictualled his lliips at Madrafs, that he failed 
from thence on the 17th of Odtober, and was 
pined the next day by rear admiral Cornifh, who 
failed from England in April, with four fhips cf 
the line *, and three Ir.diamen ft, on board of 
which was colonel Coote with part of his regiment 


* The Lenox, -4 guns ; Due <]’Aquitaine, 64 ; York, 60; 
an 1 Falmouth, 50. 

t The Ajax, Stcmont, and Houghton. 

X Eyre Cactc, Klquire, was made a lieutenant colonel on 
tlie 20th of January, i"?g ; and was appointed lieutenant co¬ 
lonel commandant of the 84th regiment: his majors were Wil¬ 
liam Gordou and ftobut Gordon, inquires. 
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Admiral Pocock difpatched the Queenborough 
with the Indiamen for Madrafs, where they land¬ 
ed the troops on the 27th ; while the admiral re¬ 
turned with the whole fleet to the coaft of Malabar, 
and arrived at Tellicherry, which was the general 
rendezvous, the laft day of November. On the 
26th, admiral Stevens failed for Bombay with four 
fhips, and was followed on the 29th by admiral 
Pocock, who ordered admiral Cornifh to fail with 
the fix fhips * under his command to the coaft of 
Coromandel on the 15th of December, if the fea- 
fon was favorable. 

Admiral Pocock had received orders to return to 
England : but he continued in India until the next 
year, when affairs were re-eftablifhed in Bengal, and 
the coaft of Coromandel left in a ftate of tranqui¬ 
lity. The admiral received the ftrongeft expref- 
fions of gratitude and efteem from the three pre- 
fidencies of Bombay, Madrafs, and Calcutta, for 
his eminent lervices done to the Company: and 
he found, that at a general court of the Eaft In¬ 
dia Company, held on the 21ft of June, 1759, 3 
motion was made, and unanimoufly agreed to, “ for 
the thanks of the Company to be given to admiral 
Pocock and commodore Stevens for their gallant 
behavior in the Eaft-Indies.” 

Admiral Pocock refigned the command to rear 
admiral Stevens, and failed from Bombay in the 
Yarmouth, on the 7th of April, 1760, on his re¬ 
turn to England. He anchored at Anjengo on the 
17th, and arrived at St. Helena on the ib’th of 
June, where he found the Colchefter and Rippon 
waiting to convoy feventeen Indiamen ft richly la- 


* The Lenox, duke of .Aquitain, York, Falmouth, Wey¬ 
mouth and Sunderland. 

f Eleven were from China, three from Coaft and Bay, two 
fiora Bon.bay, and one from Bencoolen. 

den. 
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den. The admiral took the whole under his com¬ 
mand, fet fail the 7th of July, and brought them 
fafe to Portl'mouth on the 20th of September •, be¬ 
ing the richeft convoy that ever arrived together 
from India; The admiral found his fervices no¬ 
bly and gratefully rewarded both by his king and 
country, who conferred additional honors upon 
him, until his glory was rendered immortal by his 
conqueft of the Havanna. 


CHAP. VI. 

A continuation of the military iranfactions on the coajl 
of Coromandel in 1759. Colonel Draper and 
Colonel Lawrence return to England. Major 
Brereton takes Conjeveram, «»^Trivitore: 
but bis troops are defeated in their attack upon 
Vandewash. The French take Tagada : they 
defeat a body of troops under the command of Kist- 
narauze and lieutenant Raillard ; and take 
Seringham. The English garrifon at Trichj- 
nopoli cut off a French convoy at Utatoor.— 
Colonel Coote arrives at Madrass, and takes the 
command of the army at Conjeveram : he takes 
Vandewafh and Carangoly. General Lally 
affembles his army at Arcot, and befteges Vande- 
walh. The battle of Vandewafh, where colonel 
Coote defeated generally Lally, on the 2 2d of Ja¬ 
nuary 1760. The French retreat to Pondicher¬ 
ry, which the Englilh invejl. 

W HEN general Lally retired from Madrafs*, 
he proceeded to Conjeveram, which he 
ftrongly fortified. The Englifh retook Poonomal- 


■* See this Volume, p. 31S. 
Z 4 
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lay and Trc-paflore, before the array was ready to 
march from Mad rah, where it continued until the 
beginning of March, when colonel Lawrence took 
the field at the head of 1400 Europeans, and the 
black army or iilbur Cawn. He marched towards 
Conjever: ra, moved round it, and expofed his 
flank, to provoke the french to give him battle: 
but as Cv{. Laliy had no money to pay or clothe his 
troops, he could put no con rid', nee in them, though 
they were l'uperior in number to the Englifh, and 
therefore he kept within the fortification. 

Colonel Draper was in fuch a bad ftate of 
health, as made it r.eceiTary ior him to quit India, 
and return to England: he accordingly took his 
paflnge in a China fhip from i'vLdrafs, where his 
abfence was greatly regretted by the garrifen, who 
were tliereby deprived of an excellent officer. He 
was foon followed by colonel Lawrence, vvhofe 
beak... was alfo greatly impaired ; and as he found it 
impoffi e to bring the Fienrh to an engagement, 
he refigi..d the command of the army to major 
Ereretor., - .a returned to England. 

Maju; t Erer-ron made a motion towards Vande- 
wafh, and the French marched to relieve it. They 
advanced within nine milts or the Englifh army, 
which moved about four miles to meet them. Both 
armies remained two days within view of each o- 
ther: but as M. I ally had pofL fifed himfelf of a 
camp lb throng that major Brerecon could not at¬ 
tack it, the latter made .'forced march in the night 
of toe 12th of Apnl to iurprize Conjeveram *, 
which vvas garriioued by 500 Inpovs, under the 
command of Mufiapha Beg+. This partizan re- 


* per t r.s velu.r.e, r. 8;. < 'j. z~z. z()\. 

He had been in tne F'r’hlh ferviee, under the command 
of captain Ikci’.on, dunng [..., e put of the time that Madrafs 
v.v ! but a::e:'..urUs jciasd the French. See this vo!. 

¥■ 5 0C - 
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tired to the pagoda, where he bravely defended 
nimfelf until he was killed with many of his people ; 
upon which the reft fubmitted. The Engiifh had 
four officers and ibme men killed in the attack ; as 
alio ieveral officers wounded, among whom weie 
the majors Brereton, Monfon, and Caillaud. 

The Englilh by this acquifuion deprived the 
French of their principal fupp'ies of (tores, bag¬ 
gage and neceflaries which increafed their dis¬ 
content into aimolt a real mutiny, for want of 
cloathing and pay. The defcrtion of the French 
infantry was very- great, and fifty of their German 
huflars went over to the Englifh camp, which was 
an addition of a new fort of corps to their army, 
and they were found fo ferviceable, that they were 
afterwards increafed to two hundred and fifty men. 
But the Englifh could not take any advantage of 
this excellent opportunity for attacking the French, 
as they were obliged to wait the recovery of their 
wounded .officers. General Tally was alfo under 
the neceffity of remaining inactive, until he could 
find a way to give his troops lome fatisfaction •, fo 
that both armies continued a whole month, without 
fo much as an attempt to affion •, the Englifh at 
Conjeveram, and the French at Vandewafh. At 
laft the French foldieis were cloathed and pacified ; 
their general was informed that the Nabob’s troops 
had quitted the Englifn camp and he marched to 
attack major Brereton, who, at the fame time, ad¬ 
vanced towards the French camp by which means 
the two armies unexpectedly met, and a battle mult 
have enfued, if the Englilh had not retreated to 
their camp. 

Major Brereton marched with a refolution to 
attack the enemy : but it unfortunately happened, 
that in a march of eight miles no lefs than fix of 
colonel Draper’s (oldiers dropped dead, and ninety 
two were taken ill, lb as to be incapable of fcrv : ce, 

by 
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by the inclement heat, which at this feafon was 
molt intenfe: therefore rhe major found it advife- 
able to make his retreat to Conjeveram, which he 
effected in good order, and without any interruption. 

In my firft volume, I have mentioned in what 
manner the Bramins treat bloody fluxes; and 
here I muft beg leave to obferve, that the inflam¬ 
mation of the liver is a difeafe very common in the 
Eaft Indies, and extremely fatal to Europeans: but 
the foldiers luffer moll from it; probably either 
from the exceflive heats to which they are often un¬ 
avoidably expofed, or from an intemperate life; 
though indeed the moft fober are not always free 
from the danger. This diftemper made dreadful 
havoc among colonel Aldercron’s men upon the 
coaft, and generally cut them off in a few days af¬ 
ter the attack. I have been informed, that upon 
differing thofe that died, the liver looked well at 
firft fight, only fomething larger than common; 
but upon cutting into it, there was always found a 
collection of white pus. A difeafe fo quick in its 
progrefs could not but be attended with much dan¬ 
ger ; and the furgeons tried every poflible method 
to cure it; though their fuccefs was not very re¬ 
markable. However, they agreed in one pradice 
at laft ; which was, upon the firft attack of the dif¬ 
eafe, to take away fome blood, according to the 
condition of the patient, and immediately begin to 
give fmall doles of calomel; and this they con¬ 
tinued until a fpitting came on, to carry off the dif- 
eaie. There was a neceflity for fome brilk medi¬ 
cine to be fpeedily ufed, to refolve an obftruCtion 
that fo foon terminated in a fuppuration ; and, con- 
fidering the flow circulation in that vifcus, it could 
not be well effected by any other of flower operation. 

The retreat of major Brereton encouraged gene¬ 
ral Tally to advance within three miles ot Conjeve¬ 
ram ; but notwithftanding the diforder occafioned 

by 
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by the climate fpread itfelf much, and the major 
himfelf was affe&ed by it, the Englifh troops were 
impatient to be fhut up within walls, when an ene¬ 
my was daring them to the field. It was therefore 
refolved, that the army fhould march out under the 
command of major Monfon, and encamp near the 
enemy, which was immediately put into execution. 
The French made two unfuccefsful attacks upon the 
Englifh, who repulfed them with confiderable lofs, 
and obliged them to retreat twenty miles back to 
Trivitore. 

As the heat of the climate was then become in- 
fufferable in the open fields, both armies retired in¬ 
to cantonments •, the Englifh at Conjeveram j and 
the French at Vandewafh,Gingee, Arcot, and Chit- 
taput, where they mofily continued until near the 
end of September; in which interval there happen¬ 
ed an engagement at fea, as already mentioned*. 

While the French undertook feme operations to 
the fouthward about Trichinopoli, major Gordon 
arrived ac Madrafs with three hundred men, and 
marched with them to Conjeveram ; whereupon 
major Brereton, with the confent of the governor 
and council, began to prepare for aftion •, but was 
retarded by exceffive rains until the 24th of Sep¬ 
tember, when he marched towards Vandewafh, at 
the head of four hundred Europeans, feven thou- 
fand fepoys, feventy European and three hundred 
black horfe, with fourteen pieces of artillery. Their 
march was uninterrupted till their advanced guard 
came near a little fort called Trivitore f, where 
they furprized an advanced poft of fifty huflars, 
who retreated with great precipitation, but were 
purfued by the Englifh horfe, who killed three 


* See page 337. 

t Or Trivctar j alfo called Anacap 1 irjva:oor, or Tiru- 
watter. 


men. 



34? AVOYAGE TO 

men, and brought in five prifoners wounded. The 
fort was invefted at the fame time, and the garrifon 
furrendered prifoners of war; being a captain and 
twenty two men of the Lorrain regiment, with eight 
huflars. 

Major Brereton purfued his march towards Van- 
dewafh *; and his advanced guards pufhed direftly 
into a village commanded by the guns of a fort, 
clofe under which the French were ftrongly encamp¬ 
ed, and were near equal in number to the Englifh. 
The Raja to whom the fort belonged, had not 
trufted it to any Europeans, but only admitted a 
few of them, which he was able to manage with his 
own troops. The Englifh could not draw the 
French from their intrenchments in the pettah, and 
therefore it was refolved to attack them, notwith- 
flanding their advantageous fituation. The attack 
was vigoroufly made, on the firft of October, at 
three in the morning, by the majors Monfon and 
Caillaud at cne end of the pettah, and by major 
Gordon at the other end, who drove the French 
under the guns of the caftle, and kept pofleffion of 
the pettah until day-break, when the fort began a 
a prodigious fire upon them, and the French Tallied 
out in great numbers-, lo that after a conceit of two 
hours, the Engiillr were obliged to retreat with the 
lofsof two hundred and two men killed and wound¬ 
ed, among whom were eleven officers: but the 
French fultained an equal lofs. 

After this affair, the Englifh troops encamped 
four days in fight of the fort, and then returned to 
Conjeveram, where they remained until the 27th 
of October, when colonel Coote arrived at Madrafs 
with the reft of his regiment and after concerting 
a plan of operations with the governor and council, 


* See this volume, p. 125. 
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he took the command of the army at Conjeveram 
in November. 

Though the French continued the main body of 
their army in cantonments, they were not entirely 
idle. To the foudt of their quarters there was a lit¬ 
tle town, with a ftrong cattle, called Tagada, al- 
rooft impregnable by fituation, but indefenfible for 
want of ammunition. It was held by Kiftnarauze, 
who was .an ally to the Nabob ; and therefore was 
affitted by captain Smith, who lent him three com¬ 
panies ot fepoys, from Trichinopoli, under the 
command of ferjeant-major Hunterman. Thefe 
troops were afterwards followed by forty Europeans, 
fix companies of fepoys, and fume artillery, com¬ 
manded by lieutenant Raillard, who was joined by 
one thoufand of the Nabob’s horfe. The French 
attacked che town, which the Englifh attempted to 
relieve : but the latter were defeated, with the lofs 
of their commander and feveral men; after which 
the fort was furrendered to the French upon honor¬ 
able terms. 

The French marched a confiderable force to¬ 
wards Seringham ; and a fally was made by the 
garrifbn of Trichinopoli, who took thirty Eurooe- 
ans and ibme fepoys prifoners: but the main body 
ot the French took Seringham, and made two hun¬ 
dred fepoys prifoners, whom they cruelly treated, 
and put cne half of them to the fword, though 
their gallant refiltance entitled them to a better fate. 

Soon after, captain Smith made an unfuccefsfd 
attack upon Seringham ; while a detachment front 
Trichinopoli cut off the French convoy in Utatore, 
where they took two officers and forty grenadiers, 
dilarmed three hundred fepoys, and deitroved ail 
their ammunition and provifLns. The Englifh re¬ 
took feveral polls, and io much interrupted the 
communication with Seringham, that general Eaiiv 
reinforced it with a large buoy of troops. 


As 
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As it was apprehended that the French would be- 
fiege Trichinopoii, the prefidency of Madrafs re¬ 
commended it to colonel Coote to take the field with 
the army, and endeavour to draw the enemy from 
the fouthward. He accordingly took the field, on 
the 25th of November, and inverted Vandewaffi on 
the 27th. He eredted batteries, and made a breach 
by the 30th, when the garrifon furrendered prifoners 
of war •, they confifled of five fubaltern officers, fix- 
ty three private men, and eight hundred fepoys: 
there were in the garrifon forty nine pieces of can¬ 
non, and a great quantity of ammunition. 

Colonel Coote inverted Carangoly, on the 3d 
of December; and opened a two-gun battery on 
the 6th, another on the 7th, and began to carry on 
approaches. On the xoth, being near the glacis, 
and having dilfnounted all their guns but four, co¬ 
lonel O’Kennely, who commanded, fent out a flag 
of truce •, and, on account of his good behavior, 
colonel Coote granted him the following terms : 
“ That the Europeans fhould have leave to march 
out with their arms, two rounds per man, drums 
beating, and fix days provifions ; the fepoys to be 
difarmed, and turned about their bufinefs.” The 
garrifon confifled of one hundred Europeans, and 
five hundred fepoys, with nine guns. 

Colonel Coote had intelligence, that brigadier- 
general Bufiy was arrived at x\rcot from the north¬ 
ward, with three hundred Europeans, and a large 
black army ; as alfo, that the army which lay at 
Chettaput was to join him, and that the forces from 
the fouthward were on their march towards Arcot. 
Therefore, the colonel thought it advifeable to crofs 
the Falla, and encamp his army oppofite to Arcot. 
Ac the fame time a body of three thoufand Morat- 
toes, under the command of Innis Cawn, joined the 
French, and plundered all the country, which put the 
Englifn to .he greateit diftreis for want of provifions. 

Lieu 
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Lieutenant General Lally arrived at Arcot on 
the 27th, and took the command. On the 9th of 
January 1760, the French and their allies were all 
in motion ; and the next day marched towards Van- 
dewafh; while colonel Coote moved with his army 
along the bank of the river, to obferve their mo¬ 
tions, and cover the country. 

On the 12th, colonel Coote received a letter 
from the commanding officer at Conjeveram, that 
five hundred French Europeans, and a large body 
of horfe had entered the town, and that the reft 
of their army lay at Jangolam, three miles diftance 
from it: he therefore put his army in motion, and 
endeavored, by a forced march, to fave that place, 
which was very weak, but of confequence •, and he 
arrived there on the 13th before day-light: upon 
which the enemy quitted the place, and moved to¬ 
wards Vandewafh. 

Colonel Coote crofied the Palla with all his army 
on the 15th; and on the 17th arrived at Outrema- 
loor, about fourteen miles from Vandewafh, which 
general Lally had inverted, and began to raile bat¬ 
teries. The garrifon confifted of one hundred and 
fifty Europeans, and eight companies of fepoys, 
under the command of captain Sherlock, who made 
a gallant defence. 

On the 21 ft, colonel Coote received a letter from 
captain Sherlock, that a breach was made: he 
therefore went with all the cavalry to reconnoitre, 
being determined to engage the enemy the next 
morning. Accordingly, he fent orders back to the 
army to join him at Irimborough *, nine miles from 
Vandewafh, where he had taken port with the ca¬ 
valry. 

On the 22d, the Englifti army marched, at fix 
in the morning, agreeable to the orders given out 


* Or Trinborough. 


the 
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the day before for that purpofe, which were as fol¬ 
lowing : 

“ The army to march to-morrow at fix o’clock, 
by the left upon the taps beating, which is to be 
looked upon the fame as the general’s beating: it is 
to form and march off immediately afterwards. All 
the cavalry and live companies of fepoys to form 
the van of the army, except two hundred black 
horfe, who with three companies of fepoys are to 
cover the baggage in the rear. The army to ob- 
ierve the orders given out the 27th of December, 
which were, that the firft line confift of colonel 
Draper’s regiment on the right, colonel Coote’s on 
the left, and the company’s in the center : the ar¬ 
tillery to be divided as follows ; four pieces on the 
right, four on the left, and two pieces between each 
interval, making in all twelve in the firft line. The 
fecond line to confift of the grenadiers of colonel 
Draper’s, colonel Coote’s, and the company’s, with 
one piece of cannon upon each flank, who are to 
form two hundred paces in the rear of the firft line: 
an eight inch howitz to be between the two lines. 
Major Rrereton to command the right of the firft 
line, major William Gordon on the left, and major 
Robert Gordon the center. Major Monfon to com¬ 
mand the fecond line. The cavalry to be divided 
into five fquadrons, the Europeans to make the 
centre fquadron. The names of the Jemidars, who 
are appointed to command, to be given in to the 
commanders in chief to-night. When the line 
forms, the cavalry will have orders to form about 
fifty paces in the rear of the fecond line, having 
a proper incerval between each fquadron : at the 
fame time the five companies of fepoys who fup- 
ported the cavalry are to form the right of colonel 
Draper’s regiment •, and the five companies of ie- 
poys, that were in the rear of the line of march, 
to form on the let: of colonel Coote’s regiment : 


nve 
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five companies who were on the left flank of the 
line of march, are to form in the following manner j 
two on the right of the lecond line, and two on the 
left, and one in the rear with the cavalry. The 
whole army, as well Europeans as blacks, are to 
have a green branch of tamarind-tree fixed on their 
hats and turbans, likewife on the tops of the colors, 
to diftinguifh them from the enemy. The com¬ 
manding officers of corps are to take particular care, 
that their refpedtive corps are properly told off, and 
that the men know their right and left hand men 
and file leaders. They are to be cautioned not to 
give their fire till they are ordered by their refpedtive 
officers.” 

About feven o’clock, the Englifh advanced 
guard of horfe, and that of the enemy, began to 
fire at each other; upon which colonel Coote order¬ 
ed captain baron de Vafferot, who commanded the 
cavalry, to form them in order of battle: he was 
fupported by five companies of fepoys, and two 
pieces of cannon. Colonel Coote advanced himfclf 
with two companies of fepoys, and obliged the enemy 
to retire to their main body of horfe, which confut¬ 
ed of two hundred Europeans, and the thiee thou- 
fand Morattoes on their left. Upon the whole bo¬ 
dy of Englifh cavalry advancing, that of the enemy 
retired in tolerable order, until the Englifh cannon 
began to play, which was extremely well ferved, 
and obliged them to make a precipitate retreat. 
Colonel Coote then ordered the major of brigade to 
the army, which was about three quarters of a mile 
in the rear, wfith orders for them to form the line 
of battle, buc not to advance until he had joined 
them. Soon after, the colonel took Doff-ffion of a 
tank, which the French cavalry occupied : he then 
returned to the line, which by that time was form¬ 
ed. After reviewing the whole, and finding the 
men in great fpirits, and eager to engage, he or¬ 
dered the army to move forward. 

Vol. 1 !. A a Tits 
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The Englifh army amounted to one thousand 
feven hundred Europeans, including artillery and 
cavalry •, three thoufand black troops ; fourteen 
pieces of cannon, and one howitz. The French 
army confided of two thoufand two hundred Eu¬ 
ropeans, including artillery and cavalry •, three 
hundred cadres; and about ten thouland black 
troops; with twenty five pieces of canncn in the 
field, and five on their batteries againft the fort. 

About nine o’clock, the army arrived at the pod 
from whence they had driven the enemy, which was 
about two miles from their camp, and halted in 
their view near half an hour*, during which time 
colonel Coote went very near to them, and recon¬ 
noitred their fituation. Upon finding they were 
ltrongly poded, and his flanks expofed to their ca¬ 
valry, he ordered the army to march by the right, to 
gain the advantage of a hill three miles from them, 
and about two miles from Vandewafh: the horfe, 
which were then in the front, were ordered to wheel 
to the right and lefr, and form behind the fecond 
line, to make the rear-guard, and cover the bag¬ 
gage. By this motion, the colonel covered his 
right flank with the hill, and had fome villages in 
his rear, where he ordered the baggagej which 
obliged the enemy to alter their difpofltion. 

Due iNO all this time the two armies cannonaded 
each other, and fkirmifhed with their advanced pods, 
until about eleven o’clock, when the Morattoes dif- 
appeared. The French then made their fecond dif¬ 
pofltion, and advanced near three quarters of a 
mile under cover of a bank. The cannonading then 
began to be fmart on both Tides ; and colonel Coote, 
upon feeing the enemy come brifkly up, ordered 
his army to march forward. At noon, the Fiench 
European cavalry pufhed with great refolution to 
force the Englifh on their lefr, and come round 
upon their rear. Colonel Coote immediately order¬ 
ed 
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ed up fome companies of fepoys, and two pieces of 
cannon, which were to fuftain his cavalry, who had 
been ordered to oppofe the french, who broke up¬ 
on the cannon and fepoys, flanking them. The ca¬ 
valry then had orders to charge, who drove the 
French above a mile to the lett, upon the rear of 
their own army; while the main bodies continued 
advancing towards each other, the French flank be¬ 
ing well covered by a tank. The regiment of Lor- 
rain was on the right, the regiment of Lally ,on the 
left with the marines, and the Indian brigade in the 
center. It was one o’clock when the two armies ar¬ 
rived within reach of mulketry, when a fhot from 
the Englifh linking one of the French tumbrils, 
it blew up. Colonel Coote immediately ordered 
major Brereton to wheel colonel Draper’s regiment 
to the left, and charge the French on their left 
flank ; which was executed with' great order, and 
much honor to that corps: but the colonel perceiv¬ 
ing that regiment likely to iuflfcr from a body of 
black troops, together with the French marines, 
who were undercover, and fired briikly upon them i 
and alfo finding the enemy had reinforced their left 
with a piquet from Lally’s reg.ment, he ordered 
the grenadier company of Draper’s, which was on 
the right of the fecond line, to fupport their own 
regiment: he had likewite two pieces of cannon 
playing upon the enemy’s flank, which completed 
the rout of that wing, who abandoned their cannon, 
and fell upon their centre, which was then, toge¬ 
ther with their right, clofely engaged with the Eng- 
li fh left. Colonel Coote then ordered up major 
Monfon, with the reft of the fecond line, and placed 
him fo as to be able to fupport any part of the line, 
and to flank the enemy at the lame time. About two 
o’clock, the whole trench army gave way, and ran 
towards their own camp i but quitted it, on find¬ 
ing they were purlued by the Engiiih, whom they 
A a 2 . left 
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left entire matters of the field, together with all 
their cannon, except three fmall pieces, which they 
carried off. 

The number of cannon taken was as follows: 
one 32, one 24, three 20, two 18, one 14, two 3, 
and two 2 pounders, iron •, three 6, four 4, one 3, 
and two 2 pounders, brafs ; in all, 22 pieces: round 
{hot, 3204; grape, no: befides tumbrils, and all 
other implements belonging to the train. The 
French reckoned they had eight hundred killed and 
wounded, of whom the Englifh buried two hundred 
in the field : they alfo took above two hundred 
wounded prifoners, befides forty not wounded. A- 
mong the prifoners were, brigadier-general Butty ; 
and le che. aker Godeville,quarter-matter general: of 
Lally’s regiment, lieutenant-colonel Murphy, two 
captains, and two lieutenants : of the l.orrain regi¬ 
ment, 1 captain, and 1 lieutenant: of the India batta¬ 
lion, two lieutenants, and two enfigns: of the ma¬ 
rines, le chevalier de Poete, knight of Malta, w ho 
died of his wounds. The Englifh lofs was as fol¬ 
lows : of colonel Draper’s regiment, enfign Collins 
killed, anti feventeen private ; wounded major Bre- 
reton, and lieutenant Brown, who died of their 
wounds ; the former greatly regretted, and univer- 
f.diy lamented •, captain Knuttal, three enfigns, and 
fixry-fix private: of colonel Coote’s regiment, en¬ 
fign Stuart killed, and thirteen private; wounded 
two lieutenants, one enfign, and thirty-fix private: 
the company’s troops,enfign Evans killed,and eigh¬ 
teen private; wounded one cornet, and twenty- 
nine private: and among the black troops, about 
fever.ty killed and wounded. 

The vanquiftied troops collected themfelves un¬ 
der the walls of Chetraput, about eighteen miles 
from the field of battle, and the next day marched 
to Gintree : but the Englifh cavalry were coo much 
fatigued to purfue them with alacrity. 


COLONEI/ 
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Colonel Coote tranfmitred an account of this 
vidfory to the Britifh miniltry, on the 1 3th of Feb¬ 
ruary following, from Arcot village ; and informed 
them, that during the whole engagement, and ever 
fince he had the honor of commanding the army, 
the officers and men had fhewn tne greatelt fpirit; 
nor could he fay too much for the behavior of the 
artillery. Upon the whole, the Englilh lofs was 
inconfiderabie in obtaining fo compleat a vidlory 
over an army fo much fuperior in numbers, and 
commanded by fuch good officers: but the lot of 
major Brereton was a very fatal Broke, as he had 
eminently diitinguiffied himfeif by his former fer- 
vices, had gieatiy contributed to the fuccefs of the 
day, and great expectations were formed from fo 
gallant an officer. 

The next day colonel Coote fent out a detach¬ 
ment of cavalry to harrafs the enemy ; and on find¬ 
ing that they retired to Pondicherry, he fent captain 
de Vafierot, with one thoufand horie and three hun¬ 
dred lepoys towards Pondicherry, to deftroy the 
French country ; which was accordingly done up to 
the very gates of Pondicherry, by way ot retaliation 
for what the French had done towards the environs 
of Madrafs *. In the mean time, the colonel 
marched the army to befiege Chettaput r 3 and, on 
the 28th at night, erected a two-gun batteiy, got 
in one 24 and one 20 pounder, and played upon 
them from an eight-inch howitz. The next day, 
after making a breach, le chevalier de Tilly, with 
his garrifon, furrendered prifoners of war : the gar- 
rilon confifted of four officers, fifty-four private, and 
three hundred lepoys, wich feventy-three Europeans 
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wounded in the hofpiral: there were nine guns in 
the fort, and a good quantity of ammunition. 

The colonel had intelligence of a party of the 
enemy going trom Arcot to Gingee, and he fent 
captain Smith with a detachment to intercept them ; 
while the army marched to befiege Arcor. Cap¬ 
tain Smith made the French patty prifoners, con¬ 
fiding of ten Europeans, and fifty fepoys, with two 
brafs eight pounders; and foon after betook a cap¬ 
tain of the Lorrain regiment, and three French 
commiffaries, with whom he returned to the army. 
The fort of Timmery* furrendered to major Mon- 
fon, who found in it fix guns, one ferjeant, twenty 
Europeans, and fixty iepoys. 

Colonel Coote, on the firft of February, feE 
out from the army for Arcot-f, which was inverted 
by captain Wood, who foon got poffeffion of the 
pettah, routed Zulapherzing’s forces, and took his 
whole camp, before the colonel arrived on the 2d, 
and encamped with his whole army within two 
miles of the place. On the 5th, he opened three 
batteries againlt the fort of Arcot; one of five 18 
pounders, another of two 18 pounders, and one of 
24 pounders. On the 6th, he began to carry on 
approaches to the fouth-weft and weft towers of the 
foit; and having by the toth got within fixty yards 
of the creft of the glacis, the garrifon iurrendered 
prifoners of war. It confided of three captains, 
eight fubalterns, .two hundred and thirty-fix pri¬ 
vate, and between two and three hundred fepoys. 
There were in it four mortars, twenty two pieces 
of cannon, and a great quantity of all kinds of 
military {lores. TheEnghfh had, during the fiege, 
feven non-commiffioned and private lolled; and 
enfign M c Mahon, who acted as engineer, and fix- 
teen wounded. 


See this volume, p. gj.. f Ibid p. S3. 
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This conqueft enabled the Englifh to reftore the 
Nabob to the capital of his dominions, of which he 
had been deprived by the French ; and it greatly 
weakened both the French force and interest in In¬ 
dia. General Lally, in this critical juncture, recalled 
his troops from Seringham ; by which he augment¬ 
ed his army with five hundred Europeans, who 
were all doomedtobetaken prifoners in Pondicherry. 

In the midft of thefe fuccefies, admiral Cornilli 
arrived at Madrafs with fix men of war; and as 
the French had no fleet upon the coafl, the admiral 
readily engaged to co-operate with the iand forces, 
as foon as it was practicable for his Majefty’s ihips. 
The confequence was, the reduction of Carical *, 
Chiliambrum,and Verdachellum,by 4 ftrong detach¬ 
ment under rhe command of major Monfon : while 
colonel Coote reduced Permucoil, Alamperva, and 
Waldour, which enabled him to block up Pondi¬ 
cherry by land, while the fleet blocked it up by fea. 
The blockade was continued feveral months, which 
brought famine and mutiny among the befieged : 
the batteries of the befiegers were not opened till 
the beginning of December ; and the place held out 
until the fifteenth of January 1761, when general 
Lally and his numerous garrilbn furrendered prifon¬ 
ers of war •, whereby a final blow was given to the 
French power in India, and the Engiifh. were lefc 
mailers on the coaft of Coromandel. 


* See this Volume, p. in. 1S3. 


A a 4 


C H A P. 



3 6 o A VOYAGE TO 


CHAP. VII. 

Colonel Forde obtains advantages ever the French 
in Golconda ; and takes Massulipatnam. His 
treaty with Salabatzing. —The Mogul Allum 
Geer is murdered ; and Timur placed on the im¬ 
perial throne. - The French, under count 

^’Estaing, plunder the English fettlements on 
the coajl of Sumatra, and take Bencoolen. 

C OLONEL Forde had obtained fome fignal 
advantages over the French in Golconda, and 
was refolved to make the moil ufe of his fuccefs. 
He took the field about the middle of January 
1759, left captain Briftol to command the garrifon 
£t Rajamundry, and marched with the Englifh ar¬ 
my for Mafiulipatnam. In his way, he furprized 
and took Narfipore: but was harrafied by the re¬ 
mains of the French army, under the command of 
the marquis de Conflans, which confifted of two 
hundred and fifty Europeans, and two thoufand fe- 
poys, with four pieces of cannon; who kept al¬ 
ways in front to dirtrefs and retard his march. 
However, the colonel was joined by the Rajah’s 
troops, and took the fort of Cancalle, which was 
defended by fome Europeans, and two hundred fe- 
poys, who refufed quarter, and were put to the 
fword. 

The marquis de Confians avoided the Englifh, 
quitted his camp, and retired with his troops' into 
MatTuliparnam : but one of his detachments retook 
Rajamundry, where they feized the baggage and 
effects of the Englifh officers, made twenty Euro¬ 
peans and forty fepoys prifoners. 

Colonel Forde inverted Mafiulipatnam on the 
7th of March, and carried oq his approaches until 

the 
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the 6th of April, when the town was bombarded, 
and many houfes were deftroyed. Above four hun¬ 
dred barrels of powder were expended, with fhot 
and (hells in proportion, fo that little remained •, 
upon which the colonel refolved to ftorm the town 
in breach, rather than quit his attempt, in which he 
happily fucceeded on the 7th. The Englifh gained 
baition after baftion, until they approached the gate¬ 
way, and cut off the communication of the French 
from their detached ravelin. No quarter was gi¬ 
ven, and a terrible carnage enfued, until the French 
quitted their arms, and repaired to the arfenal. 
The whole garrifon were made prifoners, confiding 
of four hundred Europeans, and two thoufand caf- 
fres, topaffes, and fepoys. The French had alfo one 
hundred and twenty-two Europeans killed during the 
fiege: and they alfo loft above one hundred and 
fifty pieces of cannon, with a great quantity of am¬ 
munition : but the lofs of the Englifh was inconfi- 
derable. 

The governor of Pondicherry had embarked 
four hundred Europeans, under the command of 
M. Moracin, to relieve Maffulipatnam : but he ar¬ 
rived too late, and failed for Ganjam, to waic the 
monl'oon, until the beginning of November, for 
his return to Pondicherry. He was attacked by 
Narrainda, a Rajah of thofe parts, who cutoff many 
of his men, about two hundred of whom efcaped to 
Cockenara, from whence they failed to Pondicherry, 
in which paffage many of them were drowned. 

Salabatzing, the Soubah of the Deckan, ad¬ 
vanced at the head of a numerous army within forty 
miles of Maffulipatnam, to wait the event of the 
fiege, with a kind of neutral indifference, accord¬ 
ing to the policy of thefe oriental princes: but when 
he underftood the fuccefs of the Englifh at this place, 
as well as at Madrafs, he fo'licited their friend fhip; 

and 
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and figned a treaty * with them, on the 14th of 
May ; whereby he gave to the Englifh company, as 
an Enam, or free gift, “ the Circar of Maffulipat- 
nam, with eight districts ; the Circar of Nizam- 
patnam, with the diftricts of Codaver and Wacal- 
manner; and granted them laneds, as he had done 
to the French.” Fie alio agreed, “ to oblige the 
French troops, then in the Deckan, to evacuate that 
country: never to permit them to fettle there, to 
keep none of them in his lervice; and neither to 
protect them, or call them to his affiftance.” But 
the Englifh agreed, not to protect the Soubah’s 
enemies, or give them protection. 

Shah Abaoin Cav/n, the l'on of Gauzedi Cavvn, 
permitted his uncle Salabatzing to continue viceroy 
of the Deckan ; rather than reiinquifh his own im¬ 
portant poll of grand vizir to the Great Mogul, 
which gave him an unlimited power over the im¬ 
perial court: but he wanted more power, and was 
determined to depiive the emperor, Allum Geer, 
of his dignity and life ; which he acccmplifhed in a 
very bale and treacherous manner, by having him 
afiallinated in the royal gardens. He depended up¬ 
on the Morattoes, who were defeated by the Fatans, 
whole chi .f, Ahmed Abdalia, placed his fon Timur 
on the throne. 

Count d*F flaing was rmt content with plunder¬ 
ing the Englifh factory at Gombroon in 1 7 59 : but, 
in 1760, he t raver fed the ocean, and lcoured the 
coall 01 Sumatra-f, where the Englifh luu fome 

iectle- 


* It was dated, “ Moon Ramadan 16th, Hegira 1172;” 
which is the 14th of May 1759. Ke figned it in his own 
hand ; and alfo fwore by God and his prophet, upon the holy 
Alcoran, that he with pieafure agieed to the contents of the 
treaty, which he v.oul'l inviolably preferve. 

f This is one ot the Sunda ifl.'.r.ds, fituated in the Indian 
ocean, between 7; ai d 104 dcgiccs of eait longitude, and be¬ 
tween 
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fettlements, at a great diftance from the feat of 
war. His firft attack was upon the Englifh fort at 
Nattal, with the Conde and expedition frigates, 
whofe fire obliged the garrifon to furrender at dif- 
cretion, on the 7th of February. Tapparopoly fhar- 
ed the fame fate ; and Bencoolen *, or fort Marlbo¬ 
rough, was attacked. The factory were aftonifhed 
at fuch an unexpected vifit, and immediately order¬ 
ed the Denham Indiaman, then in the road, to be 
burnt: the crew retired into the fort, which thev 

tween 5 degrees 30 minutes of north latitude, and 5 degrees 30 
minutes of fouth latitude; extending from the north-weft to 
the fouth-eaft 900 miles long, and from 100 to 150 broad. 
It is feparated from the continent of the further India by the 
ftreig'nts of Malacca on the north-eaft, and from the illand of 
Java by the ftreights of Sunda on the fouth-eaft. The air of 
this illand is generally very unwholfbme, as it lies under the 
equinoctial; ar.d from the hotteft fultry weather, changing of¬ 
ten fuddeniy to chilling cold. 

* Bencoolen Hands on the fouth-weft part of the illand, 
in 101 degrees of eaft longitude, and 4 degrees of fouth 
latitude : it is efteemed the moll unhealthful of all the Englifh 
fettlements in India ; but this was their principal fettlement in 
Sumatra from the year 1685 to 1719, when there happened a 
general inlurreftion of the natives, who cut off part of the gar¬ 
rifon, the reft efcaping in their boats to fea. Bencoolen is 
known at fea by a hien {lender mountain, that rifes twenty 
miles beyond it in the country, called the fugar-loaf: bc r ore 
the town, there lies an illand, within which the fhippina 
ufuedv ride; and the point ot Sillebar makes a large bay. Tils 
natives loon afterfurTered the English to return, and build fo;t 
Mar.borough oa a heal hier fpet. The Englith had fmaller 
faftorie- at leveral other places on the illand, and fo had the 
Dutch, who alibied the French in expelling the Englilh. The 
principal commerce of the ifland conluts in gold, (ilver, tin, 
copper, iron, diamonds and other precious Hones, pepner, 
wax, honey, camphor, bezoar, c alii a, fandal, fulphur, rice, 
fugar, ginger, and benjoin. The ifland is governed by feve- 
ral petty piinces, of whom the Sultan of Achen is the moil 
coniiderabie. The cuitom the Englilh pay for the pepper is 
two looms, or half a coVar, for each bahar, con lilting of 5001b. 
great weight, or 5601b. ar.d the inllant the pepper is weighed 
and received by the company’s faClois, the owner receives his 
money for it, after the rate of ten mobcos, or Spanish dollars, 
ef 3s. yd. each for every bahar. 

bravely 
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bravely defended until the fadtory had fecured their 
beft effects, when the place was furrendered to the 
French, who committed all the ravages in their 
power, and carried off all the effects they could find 
to Batavia and the ifle of France ; fo that when the 
company’s (hips arrived from England, they found 
the fettlement reduced to the utmoft diftrefs; but 
they reftored ic the following year to its former ftate. 


CHAP. VIII. 

The Dutch invafion cf Bin gal frcm Batavia in 
1760. The conduh of governor Clive. The 
Dutch fquadron defeated and taken by three Eng¬ 
lish Indicmen , under the command of captain Wil¬ 
son. Colonel Forde defeats a Dutch party at 
Chandenagore; and aft swear as defeats their 
whole army at Bederra. The Dutch director, 
and counjel of fort Gustavus, define a cefaticn of 
beftihties, and conclude articles cf accommodation 
with the Englifh prefident and count'd at port Wil¬ 
liam. Governor ^ live protects the Dutch jrem the 
refitment of the Sue bah, who obliges than to fgn 
a par titular treaty. — -7 he Dutch company complain 
is the States-General •, and the British Am¬ 
bassador prtfents a memorial to them thereon.—• 
The Shaw Zadda invades Bengal, and is kept 
back by governor Clive, who returns to Furore, 
andis fuueedtd in theprefidency by Mr. Holwell. 

W HILE the Englifh were fuccefsful on the 
coafl of Coromandel, they had like to have 
been ruined by the treachery ot the Dutch in the 
province of Bengal. Either the Dutch were clan- 
deftinely engaged to divide the Fngiifn forces in In¬ 
dia, and withdraw them from Golconda : or clfe 

the 
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the government of Batavia formed a fcheme to fend 
up the Ganges inch a body of troops, as might ex¬ 
tirpate the Englifh, whereby the Dutch might en- 
grofs the whole commerce of the country to them- 
felves. For this purpofe, they made the neceffary 
military preparations at Batavia : but not with that 
lecrecy fuch a defign required. 

About the beginning of Auguft 1759, the prefi- 
dent and council of Bengal received advice, that a 
powerful armament was equipping at Batavia, and 
an embarkation of troops making there •, that its 
deftination w’as not known, but that common fame 
gave out it was intended againft Bengal. Colonel 
Forde was therefore recalled from Golconda; and 
a tequifition was made for further affiftance from 
the prefidency of Madrafs, who promifed to fend a 
reinforcement of three hundred men, under the 
command of major Caillaud. Governor Ciive alfo 
acquainted the Soubah Jaffir Allee Cawn * there¬ 
with, who immediately lent a purwanahf, and per¬ 
emptory orders to Chinfura j, forbidding the ad- 
miffion of any troops or velfels into the country. 
The Soubah caufed a copy of this purwanah to be 
given to governor Clive j requiring him, in con- 
fequence of the treaty § fubfifting with the Eng- 
lifn, to join his forces, in order to prevent any 
foreign troops from entering his country. But it 
afterwards appeared, that the Soubah wanted to 
fhake off his dependence on the Englifh, and to 
throw himfeif into the arms of the Dutch, with 
w'hom he had entered into a fecret negociation, fo 
early as in 1738, when the Deckan expedition took 


* Sometimes called the Nizam, Jainer A!y Kh -.n.-see 

this volume, p. 262. t Or p^rw.in'ah ; an oreer, or 

command, "f Chincura, or Cliince v : the chief lcttle- 

tncnt belonjitm to the Dutch. § ; ce this \cl.p. 1 ^ 0 . 
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place under colonel Forde, and the Englilh garri- 
ibns were much reduced. 

In the mean time, a Dutch vefiel arrived in the 
river, with European troops and Buggofes * on 
board. Governor Clive acquainted the Soubah there¬ 
with, who Teemed greatly perplexed : however, he 
difpatched a fecond purwanah to the Dutch, with 
orders to UturbegKhan, Fouzdaar -f* of Huegley, 
immediately to join the governor with a body of 
troops, and repeated his demand for affifting the 
Englilh, to prevent the Dutch troops or vefiels 
from proceeding up the river. 

In anfwer to the Soubah’s firfi: purwanah, the 
Dutch made a folemn promife of obeying his or¬ 
ders : and to the fecond, repeated the fame folemn 
afiurances ; declaring that the vefiel which was ar¬ 
rived, came in by accident for water and provifions, 
being by ftrefs of weather driven afide the fort of 
Negapatnam, to which Ihe was bound ; and that 
both the vefiel and troops on board would quit the 
river, as fuon as they had taken in their refrelhments. 

However, governor Clive judged it expedient, 
to fend a detachment of troops, to join ano¬ 
ther from the Soubah, under the command of the 
officer of the Fouzdaar, to take pofiefiion of the 
fort of Tanna If, and the battery of Charnoe, which 
lay oppofite to that fort ; with orders to ftop and 
vifit all vefiels that fhould pais ; but without giving 
them any moletration. Fatties were alfo lent out 
on both Tides the river, to prevent any foreign 
troops from advancing by land. 

In coniequence cf thofe orders, all Dutch vefiels 
were brought to, thoie being iiuTered to pais which 
had no troops on board. Among others, mynheer 


* Malays. f A military officer, 
this volume, p. 253. 
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Zuydland*, an officer of the Dutch company, re- 
fufed for fome time to bring to, and be vifited : he 
even ftruck the officer who commanded at the bat¬ 
tery of Charnoe upon which he, and another gen¬ 
tleman who was wich him, were detained prifoners 
for fome hours, until an order from the governor 
difcharged both them and the veffel •, on board of 
which were found concealed eighteen Bugooles, who 
were recondudled under an efcort by land, until in 
fight of their veffel at Fulta, and there difmiffed. 

On occafion of thefe tranfactions, the Engliffi 
prefidency received long remonftrances from the 
gentlemen of the factory at Chinfura, to which the 
former replied, that as principals, they were autho¬ 
rized by the cuilom and law of nations, to vifit all 
veffels going up the river, without diltinbtion, as 
they might ferve to introduce French troops into 
the country: and that the Engliffi, in quality of 
auxiliaries to the Mogul t> were bound by folemn 
treaty to join his viceroy, tooppofe the introducing 
any European, or other foreign troops whatever, 
into Bengal ■, that they would religioufly fulfil their 
duty in both refpeds with all their forces, and to 
the utmolt of their power. 

In 


* Lucas Zuidland, fhip-maflcr of the Dutch fa&o-y. 
f “ The armament from Batavia airived during his vifit at 
Calcutta : his itav aftei that was (hort, his mind feemed much 
emb^rraffed, and his whole fubiequent c induS gave mod un¬ 
doubted proofs, that the Dutch farce was arrived at his invi¬ 
tation. That fuch were the Sentiments of governor Clive and 
his council, appears from the narrative of our Cornell with the 
Dutch, November 1759, tranfmitted to the court of directors, 
and to our feveial admirals. A perutrl of this nartative will 
convince the impartial, that the Sabah’s behavior on this oc¬ 
cafion, was a molt flagitious bre tch cf the treaty of alliance; 
and that no terms whatever fhuuld have been p.cfctveJ with 
him after fitch treachery and ingr.ttitu !e : to v. V.ch we in ay 
add, by way of iilullration, the labfeqaer.t f arces carded 0.1 

b e i _ e it 
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In the beginning of Oftober, the Soubah Jaffir 
Allee Cawrs came to Calcutta, to pay a vifit to go¬ 
vernor Clive; and during his ftay advice came, 
that lower down the river, fix or feven other large 
Dutch vefiels were arrived, full of European iol- 
diers and Buggofes. Some days after, there was 
certain intelligence of their coming up the river ; 
and that the Dutch were enlifting men of all forts 
at Chinfura, Caffimbuzar, and Patna. 

Governor Clive, with indefatigable diligence, 
made the neceflary difpofitions to defeat the defigns 
of the Dutch. The fhips Calcutta, duke ofDorfer, 
and Hardwick Indiamen, the only vefiels the Eng- 
lifh had in the river, were ordered immediately to 
come before the town : the detachments at the fort 
of Tanna, and at the battery of Charnce, were rein¬ 
forced, and heavy artillery mounted there, as well 
as on the two faces of the new fort, which com¬ 
manded the river: the detachment at Patna was 
called oft', and the militia put under arms. 

As loon as the Dutch imagined themfelves in a 
condition to aft, they fent the Englilh a packet of 
remonftrances, wherein they recapitulated all their 
preceding ones, and threatened to avenge them¬ 
felves and make reprifals, if the Englilh perfifted in 
vifiting the Dutch vefiels, and hindering their troops 


between the Nabob and the Dutch, even until June 1760, as 
fet forth in the feveral letters between Mr. Holwell and the 
refident at Moradbaag, on this fubjedt; where it will appear 
mod manifed, that the Subah’s real intentions never were to 
oppofe thtrfe people, though he was from time to time calling 
upon us, and demanding afiiftance, by virtue of the treaty of 

alliance fubfilling between him and the Englilh :-witnefs 

the private orders and inftruftions gi'en to his fon-in-law, 
Riahir Mahomet Cofiim Aly Khan, fo oppofite to the public 
orders gi'.n to amufe and deceive us, when he was fent down 
to dc.no.ili'* the rew v.orks at Chinfura ; the appaient delay in 
vvhi.h orew i.-uch cenfure upon that general, until t e tiuth 
washdown.” Mr. Hoi well’s India trails, p. u. 
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from coming up rhe river. The Englifh made an¬ 
swer once for ail, that they offered no infult to the 
Dutch flag, neither feized on, or meddled with 
their property, nor infringed their privileges: that 
with regard to their introducing troops into Bengal, 
it was the Soubah’s bufinefs to judge how far it con¬ 
cerned him to preferve the peace and tranquility of 
his own country : that it was by order of the viceroy, 
and under the flag of the emperor, his rrafter, 
and by his troops, that the Dutch veflels were flop¬ 
ped and vifited, and their troops prevented from 
coming up •, and confequently he was the proper 
perfon to apply to : that the Englifh were ready to 
interpofe their good offices, to appeafe his refent- 
ment. 

Things were in this ftate, when the Dutch com¬ 
modore began to commit hoftilities lower down the 
river, by firing with ball upon the Englifh veflels, 
feizing feven of them, and making all on board 
prifoners. They all'o began hoftilities on land, in 
the Englilh purgannahs * of Fulta and Rajapore, 
where they took down the Englifh flags, burnt the 
houfes, and deftroyed the effects of the company’s 
tenants. The Leopard, captain Barclay, who was 
difpatched with letters to admiral Cornifh, was one 
of the fhips they feized. 

Governor Clive acquainted the Soubah with 
thofe acls of violence committed by the Dutch lower 
down the river-, adding, that as it was the Englifh 
with whom they had commenced the war, the 
Soubah ought to confider the quarrel, as fubfifting 
there only between them and the Dutch. 

Hitherto the Englifh could not learn, whether 
the Dutch purpofed to bring up their veflels, with 
the forces on board, above the batteries; or to de- 


* Country diftri&s. 
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bark them as high as pofilble, and then march them 
over land. However, governor Clive made the 
necefiary difpofitions againft either event, as far as 
the fmallnefs of his numbers would permit; his 
whole force confiding of no more than two hundred 
and forty Europeans of the battalion, about eighty 
of the corps of artillery, and twelve hundred fe- 
poys. The choicefl troops of the former, and the 
greater part of the latter, together with feveral vo¬ 
lunteers of the militia, and part of the independent 
company, of which a body of cavalry was formed, 
were pofted at Charnce and Tanna, under captain 
Knox. Colonel Forde accepted the command of 
the troops that remained in gamfon, which march¬ 
ed northwards on the fixteenth of November. The 
fame day Mr. Hoiwell *, who had returned from 
England, had orders to take upon him the guard 
and defence of Fort William with the militia, which 
confided cf about two hundred and fifty Europeans, 
befides fome inhabitants: the governor mean while 
dividing his attention and prefence between the two 
divifions, that at Charnoe, and that in the field. 

The firft blow (truck againft the Dutch, was the 
taking the pofiefiion of Barnagoref, whence colonel 
Forde palled with his troops, and four field pieces, 
to the other fide of the river to Syrampore, a Danifh 
fadtory, and marched thence to Chandanagore J: not 
only with the view of (triking terror into Chinfura ; 
but alfo to be at hand to intercept the Dutch troops, 
if they debarked, and attempted to get there by 
land. 

Ox the 18th, the Dutch director and council 
wrote to the EngliOi prefidency as follows : “ We 
have received, with the utmoft furprize, the difagree- 


* See this volume, p. 2.5.2—zcz. 
X Gee this volume, p. 255. 
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able news, that fome of your European dependants, 
accompanied by one hundred and fifty l'epoys, came 
this morning to Barnagore, and demanded the keys 
of our company’s houie there, and afterwards hoift- 
ed thereon the Englifh flag. Now as we neither 
can, nor mult conftrue fuch an aft any otherwife 
than as an open aggrefuon and hodility, and an ac¬ 
tual declaration of war •, fo we have juft grounds, 
and find ourfelves under the higheft neceffity, to 
demand the reafons of fuch hoftihties, as far exceed 
all the bounds of equity and juftice •, and at the 
fame time, in the name of our fovereigns, to com¬ 
plain and proteft on that head: and moreover, to 
demand again reparation and fatisfa&ion for fuch. 
crying afts of violence, and to infill; on fufficient fe- 
curity and affurance, that no fuch thing {hall in fu¬ 
ture be done : or, at leait, in cafe of refufal, a po- 
fttive and catagorical anfwer. In which laft cafe, 
we require that we may be informed immediately, 
whether you are refolved to declare war againft us j 
or, without previous declaration, commence it •, and 
befides, in confequence of this, that you acquaint 
tis, as foon as poffible, whether the aforefaid troops 
were authorized by you to fo hoftile a conduct; and 
whether or no they are to proceed farther by your 
orders 


* This letter was dated, “ Hughly, 18 Nov. 1759:” it 
was ligned, 

A. Bifdom, M. Ifinck, 

L. Zuydland, S. de Hoog, 

J. Backerad, R. H. Armenhault, 

J. C. Kift, J. L. V. Scherichaven, 

G. L. Vernet, M. Baftiane:’’ 

And it was dire&ed to “ Robert Clive, Efq; colonel of his 
Britannic Majefty’s forces, and governor, for the Englifh Eaft 
India company, in Bengal; and to the gentlemen of the coun¬ 
cil” 

B b 2 This 
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This was followed by another letter the next day, 
wherein the Dutch gentlemen declared themfelves 
in the following manner: “ Lalt night, on fending 
off our letter to you, gentlemen, we had the frefh 
mortification, not without the greateft furprize, to 
fee ourfelves infuked, in an hofiile manner, by your 
dependants, fupported by fome fepoys: as, in com¬ 
ing down the river, they had the affurance, within 
fight and reach of our forts, to fire fharp fhot on 
our veflels lying here at anchor. We cannot help 
thinking, and with reafon, but that thofe reiterated 
ads of violence have been committed by your or¬ 
ders*, a frefh indication that you appear plainly no 
longer to make any account of the moft folemn 
treaties, iubfifiing between your crown and ourftate, 
fince you thus venture to break through them. We 
could not, however, omit acquainting you therewith 
by thefe prcfents, and we doubt not you will rea¬ 
dily and naturally judge that it cannot be taken a- 
mifs of us, or in the leak mifbonftrued, if we now 
inform you, that we have been conftrained to re¬ 
cede, in this cafe, from our wonted moderation, 
and with force to repel fuch difturbers of the peace *, 
having found by experience there was no dealing 
with fuch perfons without employing the like com- 
pulfory means. You therefore mutt and can lay 
the blame of the confequences, arifing from fuch 
dangerous proceedings, on no body but yourfelves. 
We therefore further exhort you, gentlemen, not to 
luffer yourfelves to be betrayed into any pernicious 
refolution, through the falfe and ill-grounded reports 
of thofe fepoys, who may have brought you any ac¬ 
count of this affair *, but rather confider thk our 
conduct as an effect of the jufticeof thatfeif decree 
which we have been compelled to ufe. On nr n:,,er 
hand, you may be affured, that we are far from 
acting offenfively, in any refpect againlt any one, 
much lets againft you; but that in every ftep we 

take. 
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take, we feek and aim at nothing elfe, as we have 
already mentioned in our former letter, than under 
the blefiing of heaven, to defend ourlelves againft 
all hottile attacks and ads of violence whatever; 
and to do nothing in our prefent circumftances, but 
what may ftand juftified in the fight both of God 
and man ; and what the interefts of the fettlements, 
rights, and privileges, entrufted to our care, by our 
lords and matters, may require at our hands 

During this period, the Dutchveflfels continued 
to advance with their captures and prifoners. The 
three Englifli vefiels, which followed them, had 
peremptory orders to pafs them, and port themfelves 
above the batteries, where the fire-lhips lay, and 
where every meafure, thought neceflary to deftroy 
the Dutch vefiels, fhould they venture to pafs, were 
taken. 

The Dutch commodore twice ordered commo¬ 
dore Wilfon not to pafs the Dutch Vefiels; threat¬ 
ening, if he did, to fire into him. On the 21ft of 
November, the Dutch armament caft anchor in the 
offing of Sankeral, a point within cannot-fhot of the 
Englifh batteries : and the next day they debarked 
on the oppofite fhore feven hundred Europeans and 
eight hundred Buggofes; after which their vefiels 
fell down, and calf anchor at Point Melancholy, 
below the Englifh vefiels. 

Colonel Forde was immediately informed of all 
this, with afiurance of being reinforced with all 
pofiible fpeed by captain Knox, and the detachments 
which were at the batteries, and in confequence 
called off. 

The commodore of the Englifh vefiels was or¬ 
dered, on the 23d, to demand the immediate refti- 
tution of the captured vefiels, fubjecls, and effeds ; 


This was figned and direifted as the other Letter. 
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and in cafe of refufal, on rhe part of the Dutch, to 
attack their veflels. On the day following the de¬ 
mand was made, and refufed j fo that an addon en- 
fued *. 

The Dutch had leven j veflels, four of which 
were of the line * but the Englifh had only three Jin 
all, who were well equipped for war, and their quar¬ 
ters lined with bags of faltpetre to fkreen the men 
from the fhor. The Dutch drew up in a line of 
battle to receive rhe Englifh, who followed their ex¬ 
ample, and the duke ot Dorlet began the engage¬ 
ment : but the wind happening to die away, fhe 
could not be properly feconded for lome time: 
however, when the two other fhips came up, they 
maintained lb fmart a fire upon the Dutch, that two 
of their fmaller fhips were obliged to cut their cables 
and run, and the other was drove a.hore. After 
ab.;ut two hours fight, the Dutch commodore ftruck, 
and the others followed his example ; except his ie- 
cond, who got clear off by fighting his way, and 
fell down to Culpee, where he was intercepted by 
the Oxford and Royal George, which had arrived 
two days before, and were ordered to join the other 
captains. The Dutch commodore had about thirty 


* Captain Wilfon, on the 23d, wrote to the Dutch commo¬ 
dore, “ that he w as furprized to hear their troops had debarked 
on the ternary ot the Englifh company, without penniffion 
obtained from the governor ard council at Fort William. He 
afl'ured him, if he ventured to land a fingle man more, he 
fhould conlirue it as an aft of hoinlity, and exert himfell to the 
utmoft to fink and dlfperfe tbeir fhips.” This letter was “dated 
on board the Calcutta, the 22d of November 1759 and wa3 
figned “ Georee Wilfon.” It was direfted “ to the captain 
o,‘the fhip Vli.iingen, J. James Zuydland.” 

t The Vliffingen, Bleifwyk, Welgeleegen, and the princefs 
of Orange, of 36 guns each ; Elizabeth Dorothea,and Waereld, 
of 26 guns each ; and de Moffe] of 16 guns. 

t The Calcutta, captain Wilfon ; the duke of Dorfet, 
captain Forrelter; and the Hardwicke, captain Samp fan. 
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men killed, and many wounded : he fuffered moll, 
as did the duke of Dorfet on the Englilh fide, who 
was more immediately engaged with him. This 
fhip was almoft tore to pieces, and had about ninety 
Ihot in her hull; yet Ihe had not a man killed ; nor 
did the other (hips lofe a fingle man; though the 
Dutch had above one hundred killed and wounded. 
The reft were made prifoners, and carried up to 
Calcutta, and all their fhips were feized. 

On the fame day, the 24th, colonel Forde began 
his march from the French gardens northwards, 
propofing to encamp between Chandanagore and 
Chinlura: but in palling through the former place, 
he was attacked by the Dutch, with four pieces of 
cannon, and the garrifon of Chinfura, which was 
marched out, and polled in the houfes and ruins of 
Chandanagore * under the command of lieutenant 
Van Stade, to meet the expe&ed troops •, at the fame 
time that colonel Forde entered it with his troops on 
the fouth fide. However, he fucceeded in forcing 
them foon from their ambufcade -, took their cannon, 
killed and made prifoners upwards of forty men, 
and purfued the reft as far as the barrier of Chin- 
fura, which he prepared to attack, having been firft 
joined by captain Knox, and the troops from the 
batteries of Charnoe and Tanna. 

On the day following, colonel Forde received 
certain advice of the approach of the Dutch troops, 
debarked from thevelFls, which, in fpite of his vi¬ 
gilance, were joined by a party of the garrifon of 
Chinfura. He marched diredtly with two field - 
pieces, and met them in the plain of Bederru, at 
about two cofs j- from Chinfura, where they foon 


* See this volume, p. 255 — 258. The Dutch troops were 
120 Europeans, and 300 fepoys. f About four miles 

and a half. 
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after came to blows. The Dutch were command¬ 
ed by colonel Roufiel, a Frenchman : their force was 
about feven hundred Europeans, and a like number 
of Buggofes, befides the troops of the country. 
The troops under colonel Forde confided of two 
hundred and forty foot, eighcy of the artillery, and 
fifty other European volunteers, who formed the in¬ 
dependant company of cavalry, and of eight hun¬ 
dred fepoys. The action was fhort, bloody, and 
decifive : the Dutch, in lefs than half an hour, were 
entirely routed, having about one hundred and 
twenty Europeans, and two hundred Buggofes kill¬ 
ed ; three hundred and fifty Europeans, and two 
hundred Buggofes made priibners, with M. Rouflel, 
and fourteen officers •, and one hundred and fifty 
wounded : but the Engliffi lofs was very moderate *. 


* The Dutch India company have given the fo'lowi g ac¬ 
count of this affair: “ On the 25th, when the troops and o- 
ther hands, which, on the 1 zd befote, were gone on fhore, 
were, in their projefted march, come nearChandanagore, they 
were there met by the Englilh ; who, according to their own 
account, to the number o. 1170, were polled very ad vantage- 
oufly, and provided with a nurrc.ous artillery. No fooner 
were thofe tioops come within cannon-fh3t,but they were fired 
on by the Englilh : and ihough all the people were extremely 
fatigued by a very long inarch, which thev were obliged to 
make for the fpate cf three days ; yet, with much bravery, 
they ilood the fire of the Englilh ; and, though unprovided of 
any artillery, marched up, with a full and ileady pace, to 
the enemy : but meeting in their wa\ a broad and deep ditch 
which they were conltrained to pafs, to avoid being dellroved 
by the artillery of the Englilh, the troops, in palling that 
ditch, fell into fome difoider : the Englilh, taking advantage 
of this circumftnnce, redoubled the fire of their artillery and 
mufquetry; and the diforder, already arifen, being thereby 
increafed, caufed the daughter of a part of thofe troops ; ano¬ 
ther part was made prifoners; and the reft were conllrained to 
retre,” See “ an authentic account of the proceedings of 
their High M’ghtineffes the ftates of Holland and Weft-Friez- 
land, on the complaint laid before them by his excellency Sir 
jofeph Yorke, his Britannic Majeily’s amballadorat the Hague, 
concerning hostilities committed in the river of Bengal.” p. 23. 

After 
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After this aftion, colonel Fordc refumed his 
march back, encamped before Chinfura, and wrote 
for further orders. The Dutch wrote to colonel 
Forde. as alfo to the council at Calcutta, praying a 
ceflation of hofiilities, and propofing terms of ac¬ 
commodation. The Engl ifla gentlemen imagined, 
they had ffifficiently cnaltifed and humbled the 
Dutch, without feizing on their fettlement, w'hich 
muft have lurrendered on the firft fummons. They 
agreed therefore to enter into treaty with them: 
deputies were nominated *, and matters brought to 
a fpeedy and amicable ifiue. 

Thus 


* Commiffioners were named on both fides, to enter int» 
tiegociation, and farther hoftilities were in the mean time 
fufpended. The Englifh commiffioners, in the firft conference, 
at Garetty, propofed two verbal articles ; whereof the firft 
contained a demand of fatisfa&ion for the intuit offered to the 
F.nglifti flag : and the fccond required reparation for all the 
damages fuftained on that occafion. The Dutch commiffion¬ 
ers were filled with a fpirit of recrimination; but at laft fub- 
mitted to the Englilh demands, and the following treaty wai 
concluded on the 19th of December. 

“ Articles of accommodation, concluded between 
the commiffioners from the prefident and council 
at Fort William, and thole from the dire&or 
and council of Fort Guftavus. 

In the name of the Holy Trinity, Amen. 

Be it known to all, and fundry, whom thefe prefents fhail of 
may concern. 

THE honorable and refpeflable prefident and council at 
Fort William, and the honorable and refpeftsble diredtor sn^ 
council at Fort Guftavus, in thefe parts, teftifying an ardent 
defire of allaying all the contefts arifen in Bengal, of obviat¬ 
ing calamities fo often expeiienced, putting an end to, cealing, 
and removing out of the way. all difference anfen, and re- 
eftablifhing their ftveral poifeftions in perfeft quiet, have for 
that end nominated, empowered and deputed to Garetty, the 
place appointed for confetence, the following honorable gen- 
r , 1 r - I nc 

tlemen, viz. 
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Thus the Dutch gentlemen difowned the pro¬ 
ceedings of their (hips down the river, owned them- 
felvesthe aggreffurs, and agreed to pay colls and da¬ 
mages *s 


The honorable and refpeclable prefident and council at Fort 
William, Meflrs. R'chard Becher and John Cooke, counfel- 
lors : tire honorable and refpefiable diredlor and council of 
Fort Gmlavus, JUeffrs. John Bacheracht and John Charles 
JKift, mambtrs of t-e polity and judiciary council : 

W'.n, after i.avircj previoufly certified each other mutually 
of thetr full powers, and given in the fame in due form, and 
alfo having deliberated on the points, which their principals 
Itad judged nccdUry to be inserted therein, cair.e at length, 
upon mature deliberation, to agree to a pacification, from 
which ha- arifen a full cefiation of all hodilities, both by fea 
and land, to be concluded under the following conditions. 


Demands of the Englilh. 

I. 

THE di.edior and council 
at Chinfura, fnail give a fuHi¬ 
de nt latisfaciion to the pieii- 
dent and council at Fort w il¬ 
liam, both on account of the 
dilhonor done to the Ei.gliih 
fog, and of divers of our lhips 
being llopt at the mouth of the 
river, by the commander; of 
the Dutch fhips, contrary to all 
the treaties and alliances fub- 
fifting between the two na¬ 
tions; and alfo of many other 
Jioftilities committed- by their 
fhips. 


II. 

The cireftor and council at 
Chinfura, 'hall make good all 
the 


Answers by the Dutch. 

I. 

THE direffor and council at 
Chinfura telli y, That as they 
have always entertained paci¬ 
fic fentiments, in order to fup- 
prefs the contefts arifen, which 
have interrupted the good har¬ 
mony that fubfilied between 
the two nations; and produc¬ 
ed, and are Hill capable of 
producing in them a moll Jin- 
cere regret; and that all that 
was done in the mouth of the 
river, with regard to the Eng¬ 
lilh flag, and dilhonor put 
upon it, was done without 
their order, and to their great 
mortification, by the lhips 
crews, jull upon their arrival, 
and by millaking their orders ; 
with this reprefentation, they 
hope the governor and council 
will be pleafed to reft fully fa- 
tisfied. 

U. 

As the Dutch fhips have al¬ 
fo fuftered great lefs ar.d con- 
liderable 
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mages *; upon which the Englifh returned their 
vefiels, and releaied cheir prifoners, many of whom 

volun- 


the damage done by their fhip- 
mailer-, whether with or with¬ 
out their orders, both to the 
honorable company, and to 
private perfons, and fhail in- 
llar.tly deiiver up all our ihips, 
military ftores, and effects. 

Done at Garetty, the iit of 
December, 1759. 

Sinned 

Richard Becher, 
and John Cooke. 


Demands of the Dutch, 

f. 

THAT the Englifh, as be¬ 
ing at peace with the Nabob, 
flir.ll prevail with him either to 
return bacK, or at leaf! to keep 
quiet in his camp, without 
giving ■„ ■ any ir.olr nation ; and 
to accept the articles of our 
agreement, fo far as th’v re¬ 
gard him, both for the prefent 
and the future. 


It. 

A reciprocal amnefly of all 
that has happened Curing the 
late con tells ; moreover a full 
aiTurar.ee, that friendlhip,good 
faith, and harmony, fhail be 
kept up bv the rtfpeclive fu- 
petiors of both nations, with¬ 
out permitting any afls of ho- 
ilility, under what pretext fo- 
ever, to be committed. 


fiderable damage, it feens 
hard to infill on an indemnifica¬ 
tion ; but what is iliil in being, 
fhail be freely returned; we 
requefl the governor and coun¬ 
cil to take it into their juft 
ccnliderarion, and in cafe their 
honors chufe not to depart 
theiefrom, we fhail endeavor 
to make facisfaftion. 

Done at Garetty the ill of 
December, 1759. 

Signed 

John Bacheracht, 
and J. C. Kist. 

Answers of the Englifh. 

I. 

WE have already employed 
all our intereff, with the Na¬ 
zim, and fhail continue endea¬ 
vouring to perfuade hhn to 
march back his armv, as foon 
as the Dutch government fhail 
have ulfilled his orders. The 
articles agreed on between the 
Englifh and Dutch, mult not 
be confounded with the trea¬ 
ty, which the government of 
Hughly is to conclude with the 
Nazim. 

ir. 

Approved, in fo far as it is 
not inconfiflcr.t with the trea¬ 
ty we have ente.ed into with 
the Nazim of the country, and 
fo long as the Friendfhip be- 
tween our two Sovereigns 
holds gooa in Europe, ^ 


To the amount of icc,oool. fxrling, 


That 
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voluntarily entered into the fervice of the Englifh 
company. 

Three days after the battle of Bederra, the 
Soubah’s fon arrived with feven thoufand horfe, and 

encamped 


Demands of the Dutch. 

That both (hall mutually 
exert themfelves to maintain a 
good harmony, and, as far as 
poffible, lend a helping hand 
to promote whatever fhall tend 
to theprofperity of each other, 
without direflly or indireftly 
countenancing thofe, who may 
feem inclined to do any detri¬ 
ment to the one or the other. 
I 1 L 

As the difpute hath been 
carried on, neither by virtue of 
any declaration of war, nor of 
any particular commifiion, our 
troops and leamen cannot be 
confidered as prifoners of war, 
fubjeft to a capitulation; fo 
that they mud be fet at liberty, 
and fufFered to march out with 
all the honors of war. 


IV. 

That we be left in the free, 
peaceable, and undiminifhed 
pofieffion of our fettlements, 
commerce, privileges, and pre¬ 
rogatives. 

V. 

That all the (hips, vefTels, 
fervants, pofieffions, fetrle- 
ments, territories, houfes. Sec. 
appertaining as well to the 
honorable cotr.pan ■, as to par¬ 
ticular perfons, and whatever 
is connetled therewith, be de¬ 
clared free, and given up, in 
the prefence of reciprocal com- 
miffioners, appointed for that 


Answers of the Englifh. 


m. 

The Dutch officers and 
troops are not confidered by us 
as our prifoners of war, but 
folely as thofe of the Nazim; 
and confeijuently we are clear 
to fet them at liber:as foon 
as the Dutch fhall n; ve con¬ 
cluded their treaty with the 
Nazim ; excepting, however, 
thofe who are willing to enter 
into our fervice, or claim the 
prote&ion of our flag. 

IV. 

We have in no manner di- 
flurbed the gentlemen of the 
Dutch company in their rights 
and privileges, nor ever had 
the intention of doing it. 

All the fhips and vefiels, 
which are in our poffeffion, 
fhall be reftored, as foon as our 
demands fhall be complied 
with ; or that we obtain fecu- 
rity from the diredlor and 
council at Hughly, that they 
fhall be complied with. 


That 
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encamped a fhort cofs * from Chinfura. The 
Dutch were in the greateft confternation : they 
wrote to governor Clive in the moft fubmiffive 

terms. 


VI. 

That as loon as polllble, the 
ratifications be, upon the ap¬ 
probation of the refpeftive di¬ 
rectors, exchanged on both 
Cdes. 

VI!. 

And laflly, the two nations 
mutually guarantee the fore¬ 
going a tides. 

Signed underneath 

Done r.t Garetty, the firfl; 
day of December, 1759. 

John Bacheracht, 
and J. C. Kist. 


VI. 

GRANTED. 


VII. 

We cannot apprehend the 
neceffity of this at tide. 

Signed underneath 
Done at Garetty, the third 
day of December, 1759. 

R.ICHARD Becher, 
and John Cooke. 


ENDORSED on the Back. 
Unanimoufly determined, That the ufe of the French lan¬ 
guage, in fome copies of this agreement, and its future ufe 
in the execution of thefe prefents, fhall not be a precedent, 
which the princ'pals, and refpediiva makers of the contract¬ 
ing parties, Ihatl be obliged to follow : but that in future it 
fhail be optional to the principals of the two Parties, to 
grant and receive fuch treaties in a language different from 
the French. 

This treaty, and the appendix, arc of the fame force and 
obligation, as if the fame regulation were complied with there¬ 
in ; and the feparate articles, v.hich may be added thereto, 
lhall in like manner have the fame force, as if they were in- 
ferted in the treaty. 

In witnefs whereof, vve the underfigrmg deputies of the ho¬ 
norable and refpeftablc prefident and council at Fort William, 
and of ihe honorable and refpefable direftor and council at 
Foil Guftavus, members of their refpeftive affemblies, have 
Jigned tills appendix or endorleir.ent, and ratified it with our 
feals. 

Thus done in our place of conference, at Garetty, the 
third day of December, 1-159. 

Signed 

(L. C.) John Bacheracht. (L. C.) F. C. Kist. 

^L. C.) Richard Becher. (L.C.) JohnCooke. 

* Two miles. 
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terms, begging that he would intercede for them, 
and not fuffer them to be given up to the violence 
of the Moors. The governor did fo, and repaired 
diredtly to the French gardens, to be at hand to 
check the young Nabob, and prevent his coming 
to extremities with the Dutch. His good offices had 

their 


RATIFICATION. 

WE the underfigning by thefe prefents accept the aforego¬ 
ing articles of mutual agreement, negotiated and determined, 
in order to a general pacification, between the fettlements and 
fervants of our refpeftive mailers and principals, by our depu¬ 
ties appointed for Cat purpofe, viz. on the one fide, Meffrs. 
John Cooke and Richard Becher, councilors at Fort William ; 
and on the other fide, Meffrs. John Bacheracht and John 
Charles Rift, member.- of the polity and judiciary council, at 
Fort Gufhvu- ; approving, confirming, and ratifying the 
fame, in the name, and with the approbation, of ourafoiefaid 
mailer, and principals in Europe, promifing, that we fhall, as 
foor as bij» be, faithfully put in execution the reciprocal re- 
Ilitutio'i, agretd on in the aforeiatd articles, in order to put 
an e: d to all the conteils and mifunderflandings which have 
arifen to this prefer.t date; and moreover, make the contents 
of thefe prefents, as far as is needful, known, by a folemn 
publication to our dependants, that the fame may, in all the 
principal points, be rciigioafly obferved, avoiding every 
thing which, in prccefs of time, might interrupt the frier.d- 
flf.p and peaceable neighbourhood, now fo happily re-eftablifh- 
ed between our refpe&ive poke ikons. 

In token of which, we have fubferibed thefe prefents, and 
ratified them with the foals of the two honoiable Ealt Iudia 
companies, eftabiifhed here. 


On one fide flood. On the ether fice flood. 

Given at Huchlv, the 6th of Given at Calcutta, the 8th of 


December, 1759; Under 
neath the Seal of the Dutcf 
company, in red wax. 
Signed, 

A. Bisnov, 

G. L. Ver.net, 

R. H. Armexault, 

M. IsiKCK, 

J. L ScHEVIKtlAt EX, 

S. dc Hocg, and 
O. W. V.a.K. 


December, 1759; under¬ 
neath the arms of the Eng¬ 
lish company, in red wax. 
Signed, 

Robert Olive, 

C. Manning ham, 

J V. Franklaxd, 

ThOMAS Goddam, 

J. V. B. Sammlr, and 
j. V . M. Vi'lERC. 
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their cl efired effect: the young Nabob received their 
deputies •, and, after fome (mart reproaches, grant¬ 
ed them pardon, with a promife of ample protec¬ 
tion in their commerce and privileges, on the fol¬ 
lowing conditions* : “ Never to think of making 
war in the country ; never to introduce or eniiit 
troops, or erect forts therein ; to keep on foot one 
hundred and twenty five foldiers only, and no more, 
for the fervice of their ieveral factories cf Baliafore, 
Bengal, and Patna : immediately to fend away their 
vefiels and troops: and in cafe they ever contra¬ 
vene any one of thofe articles, to be punifhed by 
entire expulfion out of the country. Thefe condi¬ 
tions were ratified by the council of Hughly •, and 
the Nabob, having Satisfaction made him for the 
trouble and expences of his march, decamped and 
returned to Muxadabad. 

The 


* Copy of the Dutch propofids made to the Chuta'Nabob, 
with his anfwers, ratified the cth of November i~to. 


Article I. That the purchaf- 
esandfalesof the Dutch com¬ 
pany be again made in the 
Same manner as in former 
times. 


Art. II. That no body caufe 
any obftruftion in the proviiion 
of cloth, &c. at the Aurungs, 
on account of the Dutch com¬ 
pany. 

Art. fir. That the goods 
and treafure of the Dutch com¬ 
pany be allowed to pafs and 
repafs with theDutchDuftuck; 
that no body obftruft them ; 
nor any longer demand illicit 
cuftoms. 

Art. IV. That payment be 
made, 


Anf*er. The purchafes and 
fales of the Dutch company 
fhall be carried on according 
to cuftom ; excepting the fait- 
petre of Azimabad, which 
lhail be purchafed by the means 
of Raja Ramnarain Bahadur; 
nor fn.J! ar.y one moleft them. 

Anf. No-body fhall obftruft 
the proviiion of cloth, &c. 
according to the cuftom of the 
Aurungs, nor ufe any violence. 

Anf. The merchandize of 
the Dutch company fhall pafs 
and repays, by land or water, 
free from any unprecedented 
impofitions ; nor fhall any one 
demand illicit cuftoms. 


Anf. The officers of the mint 

of 
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The Dutch director and council at Hughly pre- 
tended that the Engiilh were folely to blame in this 
affair, and were guilty of the moft extraordinary 
hoftilmes, tor which they ought to be punifhed *. 

made, by the office:, of the of Murlhedabad lhali bemade 
xnint of Murlhedabad *, of the to pay whatever balance is 
balance due to the company. juftly and truly due. 


Articles agreed upon by the Dutch company with the Na¬ 
bob, and ratified under the hands and feals of the Dutch 
director and council, and the feal of the company. 

I. We will immediately lend away the Europeans and Bug- 
goles, whom we brought hither on board of our fliips ; and 
dilcharge all the Europeans, telingas, mulketeers, and foot- 
foldters, lately taken here into our pay. 

II. We will never bring any troops into this country of Bengal, 
or carry on war therein, or make any preparations for that 
purpofe. 

™ keep no more than 125 European foldiers in the 

factories of Bengal, Patna, or Ballafore. 

IV. We will peaceably contiuue to carry on our commerce in 
the lame manner as formerly ; and in cafe, which God for- 
bid any obftrudion or difpute (hould fall in its way, caufe 
the Soubah to be acquainted therewith, and folicit from him 
the neceilary redrefs in regard thereto. 


Given the 14th year of the month Rabbie Uffane, of the 
year 1172; or the 5th of December 175-9. 

Signed A. Bisdom ; G. L. Verket ; R. H. Armekault ; 
M.Isinck ; J. L. V.Schevikhaven ; John Bauchekacht; 
S.deHoog; J. C. Kist; and O. W. Valk.” 

* They told their High Mightiness, <> it was unneceffarv 
to enquire with wnat views, or by what perfons, thofe extorted 
articles ot accommodation were devifed ; that it was evident 
they proceeded from the fervants of the Englilh company’ 
who, revolving to oomineer in Bengal, and folely to etigrofs’ 
the whole of its commerce, had with that view employed every 
ipeans, warrantable and unwarrantable, to deprive rir T)ntrh 
company even of the ability of protecting their fetdements 
and commerce there, againft thofe violences and infringe! 
ments, of which it nad lo many bribing icttances, and m^ht 
ftill expeft more: and that unjufiinable defign of theEnJflt 
company s fervants had alio been the foie and gennine mftive 
to the hoftilecondua, they had ail along held with refpedUo 
Xh< fervants of the Dutch company » P 

Muxadabad. 
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But the prefident and council of Bengal fully in¬ 
formed the court ot directors of the Englifh Eaft 
India company of this whole proceeding ; in confe- 
quence of which, a memorial * was prefented by the 
Britifh minifter at the Hague, to the States-general 
of the united provinces; containing “ complaints 
of grievous hoftilities, committed by thefervants of 
the Dutch Eaft India company, on the fubjects of 
his Britannic Majefty in Bengal”; to the following 
purport: 

“ That common fame muft already have in¬ 
formed their High Mightinefies of an event, as fe- 
rious as extraordinary ; an ample detail of which was 
thereto annexed. 

“ That their High Mightneftcs would therein 
find a relation of a ieries of hoftilities committed by 
the fervants of the Dutch Eaft-India company on the 
Britifh fubjecls at Bengal; which, had they fuc- 
ceeded agreeably to the wifhes and efforts of the 
authors, muft have ended in nothing lefs than the 
total deftrucfion of one of his Britannic Majefty’s 
principal fettlements in the Eaft-Indies. 

“ That their High Mightineffes were doubtlefs 
aftoniflred at this declaration ; but would be much 
more fo, on reading the piece annexed ; as his Bri¬ 
tannic Majefty was, who had given too many proofs 
of his conftant friendfhip for theirEIigh Mightinelfes, 
and deferved too well at their hands, to expebt a 
procedure fo injurious upon any occafion ; much 
lefs at a time, when under the protection of an ad¬ 
vantageous neutrality, the fubjecls of their High 
Mightinefies enjoyed all the benefits of an extenfive 
commerce; even at a time when their High Migh¬ 
tinefies claimed exertions of the moft rigorous jul- 
tice at the hands of his Majelly in their favor. 


* By Mr. Yorke, his Britannic Majelfy’s plenipotentiary, 
on the 14th of Ai'giiii, i ;6o. 

Vol. II. C c “That 
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“ That their High Mightinefles would then' 
judge what his Majelty’s furprize muft have been* 
when informed, that, without any previous com¬ 
plaint, without the leaft indication of a ferious dif- 
pute fubfifting between the two nations in the Indies, 
his fubjeds were attacked and threatened with the 
greatelf calamities, had the fate of arms favored, 
the aggreflors. But the king was too great and too 
generous, to impute to their High Mightinefles the 
leaft knowlege of an ad of violence, fo contrary to 
good faith, and fo much beneath the dignity of a. 
fovereign power. His Majefty was therefore wil¬ 
ling to flatter himfelf, that thofe ads of hoftility 
proceeded not from any order ififued from the di- 
redors of the Dutch Eaft-India company ■, not- 
withftanding the moft authentic proofs, that the- 
armament, which attacked the Englifh at Bengal, 
was equipped in Batavia. 

“ That his Majefty fcrupled not to lay the 
whole affair before their High Mightinefles, and to 
demand an ample fatisfadion for fuch an outrage, 
by the exemplary punishment of the authors there¬ 
of : and that his Majefty expeded the moft pe¬ 
remptory and eftedual orders fhould be iflued, for 
preventing fuch excefles in future, and the faithful 
execution of the ftipulations agreed on by the fer- 
vants of the two companies in the Indies, as a re¬ 
paration for fo illegal and violent a proceeding.” 

What was the confequence P Their High Migh¬ 
tinefles took the hint in the memorial, and pleaded 
ignorance of the whole affair ; which encouraged 
their Eaft-India company to triumph in their arti¬ 
fices, and even fo far as to requeft their High- 
Mightinefles, “ to take their Eaft-India company 
and their dependants into their particular protec¬ 
tion ; and procure proper fatisfadion for the ads of 
violence and hoftility committed on them; with 

full 
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fall reparation of the damages they had fuftain- 
ed * ” 

To their defence, the Dutch company added their 
humble fuir, “ for the particular protection of their 
High Mightineffes with the greater importunity and 
ardor; as on the redrels of their grievances depend¬ 
ed the fate of the fettlements and commerce of the 
Dutch company at many places in India: for, if the 
Englifii Eaft-India company, fupported by the 
king’s (hips and troops, continued to have in their 
hands the power, v/hich for fume time pall: they 
had there : while this power in Bengal, and who 
could tell where elfe befides, was employed, in 
defiance, and in the avowed violation of the 
molt folemn treaties and engagements, violently 
hindering the Dutch from protecting their fet¬ 
tlements, and fecuring their commerce there: 
and, on the other hand, the fervants of the faid 
company, under favor of that fuperiority, were 
enabled, to the entire feelufion of the Dutch com¬ 
pany, wholly to engrols that and other capital 
branches of trade; and, with a view to farther 
branches of commerce, to traverfe and oblrruit the 
trade of the Dutch company, by every unwarrant¬ 
able and oppreffive means; then will, then mud, to 
their bitter regret, the fettlement of the Dutch 
company, and their commerce, very loon have a 


* The Dutch company alfo defired of their High Mighti¬ 
ness, that the Englilh Eall-India company might be expreff- 
ly charged, to obfer'/e punctually, as alfo to cauie their fer¬ 
vants and dependants in India to ohferve the treaties and al¬ 
liances, fubiuting between the two nations ; and in confe- 
quence thereof, to abfiain from all acts of violence and hollility 
againil the fettlements or fervants of the Dutch company : not 
to injure them in the eftabliihed piiviieges; not to cramp their 
commerce bv snv reiiraiot , or other unreafonable means : 
but in all refpeffs to hasp up and pteferve a fineere and 
ftiendly intercoun'e of neighbourhood, according to the tenor 
of treaties. 

final 
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final period, not only in Bengal, but in other places 

befides.” 

In fhort •, their High Mightinefies were too much 
interefted themfelves in the concerns of their Eaft- 
India company •, lo that what they promifed, was 
never performed. 

The Englifh at Bengal had the more reafon to be 
jealous of the Dutch, as the Shaw Zadda, a fon of 
the late Mogul, and undoubted heir of the Mogul 
empire, had fet up preterifions to the Soubafhip of 
Bengal, and invaded the provinces on the fide of 
Patna, with a numerous army: but colonel Clive 
joined the Soubah, preferved Patna, and drove the 
prince beyond the river Kurrumnafla. The prince 
frequently wrote to the colonel, offering any terms 
for the company ar.d himfelf; on condition the 
Englifh would quit the Soubah, and join his arms: 
but the colonel gave the prince no encouragement. 

In the beginning of the year 1760, the Shaw 
Zadda invaded the provinces again, with a force 
more refpe&able than before, both in troops and 
commanders, by the revolt of Comgar Cawn, Go- 
lam Shaw, Rheim Cawn, and others: while the 
Subah had made himfelf and family fo univerfally 
hated, that moft people in the province wilhedfuc- 
cefs to the prince. 

Colonel Clive refigned the governmenr on the 
8th of February 1760, and returned to England, 
where, on the 24th of December, at a general 
quarterly court of the directors and proprietors of 
the Faff; India company, the thanks of the court 
were unanimoufiy given to admiral Pocock, colonel 
Lawrence, and colonel C.live, for their great and 
glorious fuccefies done the company in the Ealt 
Indies. 

Mr. Holwell fucreeded governor Clive by his 
rank ro the government; and, at that time, the 
eftablifhed committee entrufted with the conduct of 

all 
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all political occurrences, with the country govern¬ 
ment, con fitted of theprefident; Peter Amyatt, Efq; 
major Caillaud, Mr. Sumner, and Mr. M‘Guire: 
the major nd Mr. Amyatt abfent i the one in the 
field •, the other chief of Patna. Soon after which, 
Mr. Vanfutart fucceeded to the government at Cal¬ 
cutta, and Mr. Holwell returned to England. 


C c 
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BOOK X. 


Affairs in India from 1760, until the Gene¬ 
ral Peace in Europe in 1763. 


CHAP. I. 

27v fiege and reduction of Carical, and other places 
by major Monson ; as afo cf Pondicherry, by 
colonel Coote, zvitb the ajfijlance cf the admirals 
Cornish and Stevens, in 1760, and 1761. 

T H E Eritifh parliament, on the 3 1 ft of March 
17C0, granted 20,000). to the Eaft India 
company * for carrying on the war in India, where 
I have already taken notice of the arrival of admiral 
Cornifn, and fummarily mentioned the blockade of 
Pondicherry •, having referved a more particular 
account cf that important fiege for this its proper 
piece. 


* The directors for i~6o were, 

George Amyand, "J Fred. Pigou, 

Henry-Crab Eoulton, j !ohn kavrriond, 

John Boyd, Gilts Rooke, 



John Browne, 
Chrif. Burrow, 
Charles Cults, 
John Dorrien, 
Geo. Dudley, 
Peter Godfrey, 
Charles Gough, 
Hen'y Hadley, 
John Harrifon, 


Thomas Roufe, Dep. Chairman. 


I Henry Savage, •» 

i. Geo. Stevens, > Efqrs. 

Ef.jr.. Richard Smith, 3 

Lawiercc Sui'van, Chairman, 
Timcth; Ti Hie, D 

Richard Warner, I „ r 

Thomas Waters, ( Ef i r! - 

J Bouchiev VpltOii, J 
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A d m i r a l Cornifh co-operated with colonel 
Coote, and the fiege of Carical was the immediate 
objed of their refolutions ; for which purpofe ma¬ 
jor Monfon, the chief engineer, feven gunners and 
fifty pioneers, embarked on board the fleet •, with 
the afliftance of the marines, forty artillery, one 
hundred Europeans, and two thoufand fepoys, 
which were ordered to join them from Trichinopoli. 
The fleet arrived before Carical on the 28 th of 
March, and that evening major Monfon landed 
with the pioneers and three hundred marines, about 
four miles northward of the town, of which he got 
pofleffion with little lofs, and the French garrilon 
retired into the fort. 

This fort was a fmall fquare, with ravelins before 
each curtain, a faife braye half round, a good ditch 
with fome water, a covered way paliladoed, and a 
good glacis with bomb-proof places in the different 
•works tor five hundred men ; and the garrilon con¬ 
futed of two hundred and fisc Europeans, with two 
,-hundred fepoys. 

The major being annoyed ir> Is rear by a re- 
doubc called Fort Dauphin, he threw iome flrells 
into it on the 30th at night; on which the enemy 
abandoned it, whereby the beiitgers had a commu¬ 
nication opened with the country, which fupplied 
•them with provifions. The tailors were of great 
fervice in landing the ftores, which they dilembark- 
ed in the night clofe to the enemy without lofs ; and 
by the time a battery of four eighteen pounders was 
completed, the troops from Trichinopoli arrived in 
the camp > which enabled the be liege r~ to inveit the 
place on all fides, on the third of April. On the 
•fifth, fome other batteries were ereded, which 
breached one baftion, and difmounted Ever a! gunw 
At that time, major Monfon received in'-Hi-enc', 
that one hundred and fifty European horfe. de¬ 
tached by general Lally, were arrived within twenty 
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miles ox" the place ; and that four hundred European 
foot were advanced as far as Chillambrum, to the 
relief of the befieged. The major boldly fummoned 
the governor, with a relolution to attack by ftorm, 
if he would not lurrender: but after a little difficul¬ 
ty, the Frenchman gave up the place, and the gar- 
rifon became prifoners of war. 

The major marched next to Chillambrum, where 
he made fix officers, forty Europeans, and three 
hundred fepoys and topafies prifoners: after which, 
he took Verdachilum, where he made prifoners of 
twenty-five Europeans and two hundred fepoys. 

Major Monlon, having thus deprived the French 
of many valuable po/Tdlions, rejoined colonel Coote 
in the beginning of May : the marines reinxbarked ; 
and admiral Cornifh was foon after joined by ad¬ 
miral Stevens, in the road of Fort St. David, with 
five fhips from Bombay; and the arrival of the 
Norfolk and Farther, on the 14th of June, increaf- 
ed the fquadron to thirteen fail. 

Tiie attention of colonel Coote was fixed upon 
the reduction of Pondicherry, and all his operations 
were conducted towards that defircable event. Hav¬ 
ing fubdued Wnidour, and Vilenoor, he encamped 
in the fsont ot the hitter village, with his left on 
the delcent of the Red-hill, about four miles from 
the town ot Pondicherry, and not above a mile and 
ha : f from Oullagary, near which the French were 
encamped. Both armies threw up redoubts in the 
kveral avenues, and the advanced parties were 
frequently within mufket-finct of e.tch other. 

During this time, the French made three at¬ 
tempts upon Cuddalore: in the frit they carried off 
ieventv fick marines and bailors ; but were repulfed 
with !ofs in the other two. General L.aily alio pre¬ 
vailed on Hydranaig, the MaiiTorean general, to 
Imd him iupphes: but captain Smith was lent from 
1 rtchinopoli, with one thoufand fepoys, to invade 

the 
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the king of Maifiore’s country, and draw his troops 
from Pondicherry, which anfweredthe end propof- 
ed: the Morartoes deprived Hvdranaig of all au¬ 
thority, and the king of Maiflfore entered into al* 
liance with the Engiifh company. 

When the rainy feafon drew near, governor 
Pigot and colonel Coote folicited the admiral to 
land his marines, and alfifi: in taking Ariancopang. 
They were landed agreeable to their requeft at Cud- 
dalore, on the 29th of Auguft; and the next day 
arrived at the camp. Colonel Coote immediately 
made a difpofition to attack Ariancopang, by a de¬ 
tachment of eight hundred men, under major Mor.- 
fon : while the colonel marched with the main body 
againft Oullagary. General Tally obtained intelli¬ 
gence of this defign, and refolved to defeat it by 
an unexpected ftroke. He accordingly attacked the 
four advanced redoubts of the befiegers, about four 
in the morning of the 3d of September : the French 
fuccceded at one redoubt, which they fet on fire, 
and made three gunners prifoners; bat they were 
repulfed with lofs at the other three. 

At this time, the company’s fhips arrived at 
Madrafs, with a battalion of Highlanders to aug¬ 
ment the army, and a commifiion of colonel for 
major Monfon, whereby he took rank of colonel 
Coote, who retired to Madrafs, with intent to pro¬ 
ceed to Bengal. 

On the 9th of September at midnight, colonel 
Monfon gave out orders for the whole army to at¬ 
tack the French pofts of Oullagary church, and the 
redoubts in the bound-hedge. Major Smith march¬ 
ed with the company’s troops diredtly to Oullagary, 
where the main body of the French were polted, 
whom he vigorously attacked before day-light, and 
drove from their ground ; he took nine field-pieces, 
purified them to a redoubt, where they made Some 

refinance. 
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refinance, but were forced from thence to take pro¬ 
tection under the walls of the town. 

Colonel Monfon had provided for intercepting 
them ; his plan being to march himfelf with two 
regiments to attack the Waidour and Tamarind 
redoubts, and by forcing his way within the bound- 
hedge, to cut oft the retreat of the main body of 
the French, which major Smith was to drive into 
his hands. This wen-projected fcheme was pre¬ 
vented by the darknefs of the night, which occa- 
fioned one detachment to lofe the way, and this in¬ 
cited the colonel to put himfelf at the head of the 
grenadiers, who took the redoubts, with fifteen pieces 
of cannon. The colonel had both bones of his leg 
broke by a (hot in this attempt, which difabled him 
from proceeding : lb that the molt important ad¬ 
vantage propofed by this fuccefs, was unfortunately 
loft ; for the troops contented themfelves with fecur- 
ing the advantage they had gained, and rook poft 
in the bound-hedge. 

Next day, the whole army encamped at Oulla- 
gary ; and the French abandoned Ariancopang, af¬ 
ter blow'ing up one fide of the fort, which theFlng- 
liih foon repaired, and eftabfifhed a poft there. As 
ccionel Monion w r as unable to continue the com¬ 
mand of the army, it was refumed by colonel Coote, 
who arrived at the camp on the twentieth of Sep¬ 
tember. He loon after took another redoubt, and 
made it tenable again!! the enemy, who attacked it 
with three hundred Europeans, and ieven hundred 
fepoys, but were repelled with confiderable lofs. 

I he rainy ieaion and monioons betting in, colo¬ 
nel Coote was obliged to provide ogair.lt the natu¬ 
ral accidents that happen in thoie regions from the 
inclemency of the weather, and removed his army 
to encamp on a hill about a mile and hall’to the left, 
where he continued until the ieafon returned for ac¬ 
tion, and prolecuting the fiege. 


How- 
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However, admiral Stevens continued cruifing 
off Pondicherry, and fent in the boats of the fleet, 
under the command of captain Newfon, and lieute¬ 
nant Ourry, to cut out the Balier and Plermione, 
which were in the harbor. The boats carried thenrr 
both away-, after which the admiral failed for 
Trincomaly bur left five fhips of the line, under 
the command of captain Haldane, to block up the 
harbor of Pondicherry, as the town was then greatly 
diftreffed for want of prcvifions. 

On the 9th of November, colonel Coote ordered 
a ricochet battery for four pieces of cannon to be 
ereded to the northward, at aoout fourteen hundred 
yards from the town ; but more with a defign to 
harrafs the befieged, than of doing any damage to 
the works at fo great a diftance: and, on the 10th, 
the befiegers began to land their ftores, as alfo to 
prepare every thing for carrying on the fiege with 
vigor. 

The rains being over by the 26th, colonel Coote 
imagined that the diftrefies of the French might be 
much augmented, and garrilbn-duty rendered very- 
fatiguing, if feme batteries were erected on diffe¬ 
rent quarters of the town : he therefore gave di¬ 
rections to the engineers to pitch on proper places, 
at luch diltances, and in fuch fituations, that the 
Ihot from them might enfilade the works of the 
garrilon, and the befiegers not be expoied to any 
certain fire. 

Accordingly, the following batteries were trac¬ 
ed out one for four guns, called the prince of 
Wales’s, near the breach on the north fide, to enfi¬ 
lade the great ftreet, which ran north and fouth 
through the White Town : another, called the duke 
of Cumberland’s, for four guns and two mortars, 
to the north-well: quarter, at one thoufand yards 
diftance, to enfilade the north face of a large coun¬ 
ter-guard, before the north-weft baftion : a third, 

called 
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called prince Edward’s, for two guns, to the fouth- 
ward, at twelve hundred yards diftance, to enfilade 
the ftreets from fouth to north, fo as to crofs the 
fire from the northern battery : and a fourth to the 
fouth-weft, called prince William’s, for two guns 
and one mortar, at one thoufand yards diftance, in 
order to deftroy the guns in Sc. Thomas’s redoubt, 
and to ruin the vefiels and boats near it. On the 
8th of December, at midnight, they were all open¬ 
ed together, and continued firing until day-light. 

On the 9 -h, the befieged kept up a warm fire on 
the befiegers, without doing murh damage to th m; 
and little more was done until the 2 9 th, when a bat¬ 
tery, called the Hanover, was begun by the be¬ 
fiegers, for ten guns and three mortars, to the 
northward, at four hundred and fifty yards diftance 
from the town, againft the north-weft counter-guard 
and curtain. 

The si. approaches contributed fo greatly to in- 
creafe the mileries of the befieged, that the number 
of deferters daily increafed : however, general Lally 
was ftill defirous of defending the place, in hopes 
of fuccors. He drove fourteen hundred poor help- 
lefs inhabitants out of the town, and had even the 
inhumanity to fire upon them j but colonel Coote 
generoufiy permitted them to pafs his guard, and 
leek for fubfiftence about the country. 

Admiral Stevens arrived off Pondicherry, on 
the 25th, with four fhips of the line ; having parted 
company with admiral Cornilh and his divifion, on 
the 16th, in blowing weather. Bur, on the firft of 
January 1761, a violent ftorm of wind and rain 
coming on, admiral Stevens found it abfolutely 
necelfary, for the fafety of his majeftv’s fhips, to 
cut their cables and put to fea, where he parted 
company with the other fhips of his fquadron. This 
ftorm began at eight in the evening, and lafted un¬ 
til aimed four the next morning, whereby great da¬ 
mage 
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mage was done to the befiegers by land and fea. 
On the 4th, the admiral returned into Pondicherry 
road, and had the misfortune to find, that his ma- 
jefty’s fhip, duke of Aquitain, had foundered a- 
bout two leagues to the iouthward, and the Sunder¬ 
land two leagues to the northward of that place, 
and that molt of the crews perifhed. The (hips 
Newcaltle and Queenborough, with the Protestor 
firefhip, were drove afhore, and loft a little to the 
fouthward of Ariancopang •, but the people were 
faved, as alfo the ordnance and moft of the ftores 
and provifions *. Several of the other fliips fuffered 
in the ft; rm ; but with the help of the malts, yards, 
and ftores faved from the wrecked fhips, and the 
afliltance of the iquadron, they were loon completely 
refitted, and put in a proper ftate of iervice ; while 
admiral Cornifh arrived, and colonel Coote repaired 
his batteries, which the ftorm had almoft ruined ; 
fo that the blockade or' Pondicherry was as complete 
as ever. 

General Tally endeavored to make the moft 
of this difafter ; and when he law the port open, he 
immediately difpatched advice of his fuppofed de¬ 
liverance to M. Raymond, the French refident at 
Pullicat. This lets was t.an .1 the 2d of January, 
whereby he informed M. Rayrnon ' as follows: 

“ The Engl’.fii fqurdicn is no more : out of the 
twelve flaips they h ’ . in o road, own rt loft, 
crews and all-, the foo. u< *rs th . rrh it 
appears, there is n > mere than g..„ .agate ■ .hath 
efcaped : therefore go not Info an inllant to lend 
us Chelinp-oes upon Chelin-ees loaded with rice: 

O 1 - 

the Dutch have no.r.ir.g to r :r new; behdes, ac¬ 
cording to the rights of nation 1, they are only to 
lend us no provilkv.j themfelves, and we are no 


* See the Introduction to this vciutr.e, p. xx... and p. xl-.-i. 
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more blocked up by fea. The faving of Pondicher¬ 
ry hath been in your power once already: if you 
mils the prelent opportunity, it will be entirely your 
fault. Do not forget alfo fome fmall Chelingoes: 
offer great rewards: I expert feventeen thoufand 
Morattoes within thefe four days. In fhort, rifque 
all, attempt all, force all, and fend us fome rice, 
(hould it be but half a garfe at a time.” 

This letter was intercepted by the vigilance of 
admiral Stevens, who immediately difpatched cir¬ 
cular letters to the Dutch and Danilh fettlements, 
to acquaint them, “ That notwithftanding the re- 
prefentations of general Lally, he had eleven fail of 
his Britannic majefty’s Ihips of the line, and two 
frigates, under his command, in condition for fer- 
vice, holding the blockade of Pondicherry : and as 
that place was clofely inverted and blockaded by 
land and fea ; and as, in that cafe, it was contrary 
to the law of nations, for any neutral power to give 
them any fuccor or relief, he had determined to ieize 
any veffel or boat that fhould attempt to throw any 
provifions into that place.” 

Colonel Coote repaired his batteries, while the 
Clips returned to their ftations in the road, and the 
army continued their approaches without interrup¬ 
tion. On the 5th, the colonel attacked a port of 
very great confequence to the befiegers, called St. 
Thomas’s redoubt, in which were four twenty-eight 
pounders, and carried it without any lofs. But at 
day-light, on the 6ch, three hundred French gre¬ 
nadiers retook it •, which was principally owing to 
the negligence of the fepoys. 

The Hanover battery was repaired on the 12th, 
and kept up a brifk fire, which greatly damaged 
the counter-guard and baftion, and made a breach 
in the curtain. 

Colon el Ccote, on the 13th in the evening, or¬ 
dered a working-party of feven hundred Europeans, 

and 
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and four hundred Lafcars, with the pioneers com¬ 
pany, under the command of a major, to the north¬ 
ward, where the engineers had traced out a battery 
for eleven guns and three mortars. At eight 
o’clock, they began a trench for introducing gabions 
of four feet high, which were to form the interior 
facing of the battery. At the fame time, a parallel 
was begun, ninety yards in the rear, of two hundred 
and fifty yards long, and an approach of four 
hundred yards in length. Notwithftanding the 
moon fhone very bright, and the battery within five 
hundred yards of the walls, every thing went on 
without the lead dilturbance from the befieged : 
and, by morning, fix embrazures were in a condi¬ 
tion to receive guns, and the reft far advanced : this 
was called the Royal battery. 

On the 14th, the Hanover battery maintained a 
conftant fire the whole day, which entirely ruin¬ 
ed the weft face and flank of the north-weft baftion. 

On the 15th, the Royal battery was opened, 
which,, by eight in the morning, filenced the fire 
from the town, and gave the befiegers an opportu¬ 
nity of beginning a trench, to contain their royal 
mortars, and three guns, for the more fpeedy de¬ 
molition of the demi-baftion and ravelin of Ma- 
drafs-gate. 

General Lally then began to defpair : he had 
boafted to deftroy all the Englifh fettlements in In¬ 
dia ; but now he found it impoflible to proteft Pon¬ 
dicherry: therefore he became a fupplicant, and 
that evening fent out colonel Durre, of the royal 
artillery, with the chief of the Jefuits, and two Ci¬ 
vilians, with the following propofals to colonel 
Goote for delivering up the garrifon. 

“ The taking of Chandernagore, contrary to the 
faith of treaties, and of that neutrality which has 
always fubfifted between all European nations, and 
namely between the two nations in this part ot In- 
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dia; and that immediately after a fignal fervice 
which the French nation had rendered the Engliftw 
not only in taking no part againft them with the 
Nabob of Bengal, but in receiving them in their fet- 
tlements, to give them time to recover from their 
firft iolTes (as appears by the letters of thanks from 
Mr. Pigot himfelf, and from the council of Madrafs 
to that of Pondicherry) added to the formal refufal 
of fulfilling the conditions of a cartel, agreed upon 
between our refpedive mafters, though it was at firft 
accepted by Mr. Pigot, and the commiflaries were 
named on both fides to go to Sadrafs to fettle ami¬ 
cably the difficulties which might occur in its exe¬ 
cution, put it out of my power, with refpedt to my 
coin t, to make or propofe to Mr. Coote any capitu¬ 
lation for the town of Pondicherry. 

Th£ king’s troops, and thofe of the company, fur- 
render themielves, for want of provifions, prifoners 
of war to his Britannic majefty, upon the terms of 
the cartel, which 1 reclaim equally for all the inha¬ 
bitants of Pondicherry, as well as for the exercife 
of the Roman religion, the religious houfes, holpi- 
tals, chaplains, I'urgeons, fervants, &c. referring 
myfelf to the decifion of our two courts for repara¬ 
tion proportioned to the violation of fo folemn a 
treaty. 

Accordingly, Mr. Coote may take pofiefiicn 
to-morrow morning at eight o’clock, of the gate of 
Villenour j and after to-morrow at the fame hour of 
that of fort St Louis: and as he has the power in his 
own hands, he will didlate fuch ulterior dilpofitions 
to be made, as he fhall judge proper. 

I d cm and, merely from a principle ofjufticeand 
humanity, that the mother and filters of Raza * Saib 


* Raja Saib, fon of Chunda Saib. See this volume, p. 50, 
61. 63. 65. 76. So, and p. Sj. 89. 94. m. 117. 132. 13;. 


be 
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be permitted tofeek * Ally Caw As hands, which are 
ftill red with the biood of the irjfba.nd and father, 
that he has fpilt, to the fhame indeed of thofe who 
gave them up to him •, but not Ids to the fit ante of 
the commander of the Englifii army, who lhou'd 
not have allowed iuch a piece of barbarity to be 
committed in his camp. 

As I am tied up by the cartel in the declaration 
which I make to Mr Cuote, 1 content, that the gen¬ 
tlemen of the council of Pondicherry may make 
their own repreftntations to him, with regard to 
what may rm.re immediately concern their o.\n pri¬ 
vate intcrefts, as well as the in cere if o t the inhabi¬ 
tants of the cdony. 

Done at Fort Louis, ofT Pondicherry, the i^th 
of January 1761. 

Signed Lally. 


To colonel Coote, commander in chief of his Bri¬ 
tannic Majefty’s forces before Pondicherry, 

A true copy. Francis Rowland, fee.” 

Colonel Coote’s anlwerto M. Lally’s propofals. 

“ The particulars cf the capture of Clunderna- 
gore having been !onit fir.ee tranlmitted to his Bri¬ 
tannic Majeftv, by the officer to whom that place 
furrendered, Colonei Coote cmnottake cognizance 
of what palled on that occafion ; nor can he admit 
the fame as any way relative to the furrender of 
Pondicherry. 

The difputes which have arifen concerning the 
cartel concluded between their Britannic anu moft 
Chriftian Majefties, being as yet undecided, colonel 
Coote has it not in his power to admit, that the 
troops of his moft Chriftian Majelty, and thole of 


* Seek an afylum where they pleafe, or that they remain 
prifoners among;, the Enylifh, and be not deli vet ed i:p :r.u 
Mahomet A!!v Cawn’s hands. 

Vol.IL' Dd the 
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the French Eaft India company, fhall be deemed 
prifoners of war to his Britannic Majefty, upon 
the terms of that cartel: but requires that they 
furrender themfelves prifoners of war, to be ufed 
as he fhall think confiftent with the interefts of his 
Britannic majefty: and colonel Coote will fhew all 
fuch indulgences as are agreeable to humanity. 
Colonel Coote will lend the grenadiers of his regi¬ 
ment, between the hours of eight and nine to¬ 
morrow morning, to take pofTeffion of the Villenour 
gate; and the next morning, between the fame 
hours, he will alfo take pofTeffion of the gate of 
Fort St. Louis. The mother and lifters of Raza 
Saib fhall be efcorted to Madrafs, where proper care 
fhall be taken for their fafety ; and they fhall not, 
on any account, be delivered into the hands of Na¬ 
bob Mahomed Allee Cawn *.” 

The articles propofed to colonel Coote by the 
chief of the jefuits were as follow : “ The fuperior 
council of Pondicherry, authorized by the count de 
Lally, lieutenant-general of the armies of his moft 
Chrittian majefty, and his commiflary in India, to 
treat for the faid town and its inhabitants, prefent 
the following articles to colonel Coote, commander 
of his Britannic majefty’s troops on the coaft of 
Coromandel. 

Article I. Upon the reduction of the place, its 
inhabitants fhall not in any wife be injured ; their 
houfes fhall be preferved, and they fhall retain all 
their effedts and merchandize, with liberty of 
choice to convey them wherever they fhall think 
proper, or to continue their dwelling in the laid 


* “ Given at the head-quarters of the camp before Pondi¬ 
cherry, the fifteenth day of January 1761. Signed Eyre 
Coote. To Arthur Lafly, Eiq; lieutenant-general and com¬ 
mander in chief of his moft Chriftian majefty’s forces in India, 
at Pondicherry.” 


town, 
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town, as new fubjedts of his Britannic majefty ; and 
they fhall be treated as the old fubjedts have ufually 
been treated ; accordingly, thofe who have hereto¬ 
fore had pofleffions or advantages, fhall not be de¬ 
prived of them. 

Art. II. They fhall be maintained in the exercife 
of the Roman Catholic religion, in the fame man¬ 
ner as had been pradlifed under the French govern¬ 
ment. The churches and houfes of the ecclefiaftics 
and religious perfons fhall be preferved, together 
with every thing thereunto belonging, whether they 
be fituated without or within the town. The mif- 
fionaries fhall have the liberty of paffing from place 
to place, and fhall find, under the Englifh flag, the 
fame protection as under the French flag. 

Art. III. Not only the buildings and houfes be¬ 
longing to private perfons, whether laymen, eccle¬ 
fiaftics, or religious perfons, fhall be left in the con¬ 
dition they are; but alfo the buildings belonging to 
the company, as well as the fort, the warehoules, 
and walls of the town, with all the fortifications, 
until the fate of thefe laft, that is to fay, every thing 
of this kind belonging to the company, fhall be de¬ 
cided by the two refpedtive courts. 

Art. IV. The papers of the Regiftry and Notary 
office, on which depend the fortunes of the inha¬ 
bitants, fhall be lent to France, without any ob- 
itacle, by fuch conveyances as they fhall think fit, 
who are now charged with them, and in whofepof- 
feffion they fhall, in the mean time, remain. 

Art. V. The treatment, herein before ftipulated 
by the firft article, for the inhabitants of Pondi¬ 
cherry, fhall be extended to all the members of the 
council, company’s agents, officers fettled in the 
faid town, and all others, who have been, or now 
are, in the fervice of the company ; and fo in like 
manner to the merchants, whether Armenians, or of 

D d 2 any 
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any other nation, fettled heretofore in Pondicherry 
for their trade. 

Art. VI. The Creoles, or natives of Mauritius 
and of Bourbon, amounting in number to forty- 
one, including five officers, as well thofe who are 
in health, as thofe who have been wounded, or 
are invalids, having ferved as volunteers, and not 
being foldiers, ffiould have their liberty of return¬ 
ing to their home, by the firft good opportunity 
they may find. 

Art. VII. Safe-guards fhall be granted, to pre¬ 
vent diforder. 

Art. VIII. All the foregoing articles fhall be 
executed agreeable to good faith.” 

No anfwer was returned to thefe laft articles by 
colonel Coote, who was fully fenfible of thediftref- 
fes of the befieged ; and, as they had no more than 
provifions left for one day, he obliged the garrifon 
to furrender prifoners of war. Accordingly, the 
place was delivered up to the Englifh forces on the 
16th of January, after a blockade and tedious fiege 
of eight months. 

The Englifh commiffaries were immediately or¬ 
dered to take an account of all the military ftores 
found in the garrifon, and returns to be given in 
of the number of officers, non-commiffioned and 
private, of the different corps, at the time the place 
furrendered, as well of the number of inhabitants : 
all of which colonel Coote tranfmitted to the Britiih 
miniftry, from his head-quarters, at Oulgaret, on 
the 3d of February 1761 •, together with a plan 
of the garrifon, and the works carried on againft 
the place. 

The number of prifoners was great; and the 
place was a very important acquifition, as hereby 
evidently appears : 


“ Return 
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“ Return of brafs and iron ordnance, carriages, 
powder, Ihot, and fmall arms, found on the works 
of Pondicherry, town, citadel and artillery park. 
Brass ordnance 81 ferviceable, 2 unfervice- 
able; iron ordnance 436 ferviceable, 48 unfer¬ 
viceable ; brafs howitzers 13 ferviceable; iron 
howitzers 2 ferviceable; brafs morrars 82 fer¬ 
viceable ; iron mortars 7 ferviceable ; carriages of 
different forts 326 ferviceable, 58 unferviceable; 
mortar beds 46 ferviceable, wood ; mortar beds 7 
ferviceable, iron; double-headed fhot 1S2; lead 
Ihot of different nature 60264; {hells and hand 
grenadoes 22599 ; grape {hot 1095 ; 207 barrels cf 
powder 20olb. each ferviceable; 148SI- barrels of 
powder of ioolb. each ferviceable ; total of powder 
2305801b; barrels of powder unferviceable 56; 
powder in cartridges of different nature 403301b; 
exclufive of fmall arms ammunition ; ammunition 
fixed for wall-pieces 2907, mufkets 3O8640, car¬ 
bines 98980, piftols 46830, gingalls 20700 ; muf¬ 
kets new with bayonets 1550 ; ditto neve without 
bayonets 325 ; ditto with locks, moffly bad 2351 ; 
ditto unferviceable, between 7 and 8000 ; Engl.Hr 
wall-pieces, good 18; ditto bad 8 ; French wall- 
pieces, good 190 ; gingal pieces, old 73 ; carbines 
35; fuzees long, new 120; ditto old 50; ditto 
Ihort 30 ; piftols, new pairs 600 ; ditto old pairs 
3 io; hangers, new 3200; fabres, new 1000; 
broad fwords and fabres mixed 195 ; bayonets, new 
3000; ditto, 500; poleaxes 1200; cartouch boxes, 
new 3000 ; ditto old, 2000; flints, about 20 
hogfheads; mufket-balls, 6 barrels; ditto 80 kegs; 
iron ramrods about 12000; copper drums 15; 
wood ditto 17; efpontoons, old, ?8 ; cartridge 
boxes of different fizes 20S60; a fmall quantity of 
fixed ammunition ; ladles of different fizes 265 ; 
fponges ditto, moftly old, 430; lead aprons of diffe¬ 
rent fizes, 363 ; wad-hooks ditto 50 ; grates for 
D d 3 heating 
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heating {hot 2 ; with a large quantity of mufket 
(lings, buff belts, armourers, i'miths, and carpenters 
tools, locks, and other lumber. 

Pondicherry, January 27, 1761. 
Signed Charles Milton, military commiffary-gene- 
ral. E. Chandler, commiffary of artillery.” 

“ Exact (late of the troops of his raoft Chriftian 
majefty, under the command of lieutenant general 
Laliy, in Pondicherry, which furrendered at dif- 
cretion (to colonel Eyre Coote, commanding in 
chief his Britannic majefty’s land forces, lay¬ 
ing fiege to that place) the 15th day of January 
1761, prifoners of war. 

King’s troops. Artillery. Commiffioned-officers. 
I lieutenant-colonel, 1 major, 1 captain, 1 firft lieu¬ 
tenant. Staff-officers. 1 furgeon-major, 2 fecre- 
taries, 3 artificers, 6 miners, 1 volunteer. Non- 
commiffioned officers, 1 ferjeant-major, 11 ferjeants. 
Rank and file. 8 corporals, 4 lance-corporals, 42 
gunners.—Lorrain regiment. Commiffioned-officers. 

1 lieutenant colonel, 16 captains, 13 firft lieutenants, 
3 fecond lieutenants. Staff-officers. 1 chaplain, 1 
adjutant, 1 furgeon-major, 2 fecretaries. Non-com- 
miffioned officers. 1 ferjeant-major, 28 ferjeants, 1 
drum-major, 7 drummers. Rank and file. 43 cor¬ 
porals, 31 lance-corporals, 178 private.—Lally’s re¬ 
giment. Commiffioned officers, 1 lieutenant-general, 
13 captains, 14 firft lieutenants. Staff-officers. 1 
quarter-mafter, 1 furgeon-major. Non-commiffioned 
officers. 1 ferjeant-major, 20 ferjeants, 1 drum-ma¬ 
jor, 10 drummers. Rank and file. 139 private, 
29 invalids.—Marines. Commiffioned officers. 7 
captains, 6 firft lieutenants, 2 fecond lieutenants. 
Staff-officers. 1 adjutant, 1 fecretary. Non-com- 
miffioned officers, and rank and file, 278.—Com¬ 
pany’s troops. Artillery. Commiffioned officers. 

2 captains, 5 firft lieutenants, 2 fecond lieutenants, 

4 en- 
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4 enfigns. Staff-officers. 1 adjutant, 1 commif- 
fary, 2 affiftants, 9 volunteers. Non-commiffioned 
officers. 1 ferjeant-major, 10 ferjeants, 1 drum- 
major, 5 drummers. Rank and file. 6 corporals, 
45 gunners.—Cavalry. Commiffioned officers. 1 
captain, 2 firft lieutenants. Rank and file. 12 
private.—Volunteers of Bourbon. Commiffioned 
officers. 1 captain, 1 fecond lieutenant, 3 enfigns. 
Staff-officers. 1 adjutant. Non-commiffioned of¬ 
ficers. 1 ferjeant-major, 2 ferjeants, 1 drummer. 
Rank and file. 4 corporals, 2 lance corporals, 24 
private.—Battalion of India. Commiffioned offi¬ 
cers. 1 major, 12 captains, 11 firft lieutenants, 1 
fecond lieutenant, 10 enfigns. Staff-officers. 1 chap¬ 
lain, 1 adjutant, 1 furgeon-major, 2 fecretaries. 
Non-commiffioned officers. 1 ferjeant-major, 17 
ferjeants, 1 drum-major, 10 drummers. Rank and 
file. 15 corporals, 99 private.—Invalids. Com¬ 
miffioned officers, i major. Staff-officers. 1 ad¬ 
jutant, x captain of the ports, 3 fecretaries. Non- 
commiffioned officers. 1 ferjeant-major, 22 fer¬ 
jeants, 1 drummer. Rank and file. 1 5 corporals, 
79 private. 

Total of commiffioned Officers, Staff-officers, 
Non-commiffioned officers, rank and file. 

King’s troops. Artillery 83, Lorrain regiment 
327, Lally’s regiment 230, marines 295.—Com¬ 
pany’s troops. Artillery 94, cavalry 15, volunteers 
of Bourbon 40, battalion of India 192, invalids 
124. Total 1420.—Supernumerary commiffioned 
and extraordinary ftaff 37. Total of the troops 
1437.—Civil lift, including governor, council, and 
inhabitants 381.— Grand total of thofe returns 1818. 

Thus the French were deprived of their boafted 
* power in India, and little remained to expel them 


* Sse the Introdudtion to this volume, p.xl. xlv. 

D d 4 entirely 
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entirely out of the country. The Englifh left Pon¬ 
dicherry in the fame ruined ftate as the French for¬ 
merly left Madrafs *, and Fort St. David -f- ; and 
colonel Coote remained an abfolute conqueror on 
the coaft of Coromandel. 


C H A P. II. 

The reduction of Mi hie, a French Settlement, with 
its iiipendencies, cn the ccafi cf Malabar, by ma¬ 
jor Hector Monro, in 1761 .—The conqueft of 
Manilla, from the Spaniards, by general Dra.- 
per and admiral Cornish, in 1762. 

P ONDICHERRY was the laft place which the 
French pofieffed on the coaft of Coromandel: 
but they (till enjoyed one fettlement on the coaft of 
Malabar, which it was neceftary for the Englifh to 
reduce. This was the fettlement of Millie J, on 
the coaft of Malabar, about fifty miles north from 
Calicut, thirty miles north from Tillicherry, and 
about four hundred fouth-well from Pondicherry : 
therefore, the reduction cf this place was left to the 
care of the government of Bombay, as it was not 
doubted, but they would fucceed more eafily here 
than at Geriah §, or Surat ij. 

Some troops were accordingly fent from Bom¬ 
bay, under th ? command of major Hedlor Monro **, 
who was aftifted by the Englifh chief at Tiilicher- 
ry ; and, on the 10th of February 1761, the French 
governor furrendered the place on the following 


* See the Introduction to this volume, p. xlvii. f I hid. 
p. 291. f Or iVlahe ; which was a fmall fettlement ; but 
remarkable for its trade in pepper. § See this volume, p. 
211. || ibiJ. 220. ** This gentleman was promoted to 

a majority on the 14th of October 1759. 

conditions. 
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conditions, which fufficiently fhews the lenity of the 
conquerors: 

“ Proposals of capitulation made by M. Louet, 
commander in chief of the French garrilon at 
Mihie, for thefurrender of that place and its de¬ 
pendencies, to Thomas Hodges, Efq; comman¬ 
der in chief of Tillicherry and its dependencies ; 
and Heitor Monro, Efq; major and commander 
of the king’s and company’s troops encamped 
for the expedition againfl# Mihie ; with the con¬ 
ditions on which they are accepted on the part 
of his Britannic majefty : 

“ The following are conditions which we confent 
to, in the name of his moil Chriftian majefty, to 
furrender the fort of Mihie, and its dependencies, 
on the coaft of Malabar. 

I. “ The exercife of the Roman Catholic reli¬ 
gion fhall not be difturbed in any fhape. All the 
churches and chapels, with their ornaments, are to 
be preferved from all inlults; and that the Padres 
fhall have leave to exercife their iunftion unmo- 
lefted. 

Granted.” 

II. “ The garrifon to rrfUrch out with the ho¬ 
nors of war, drums beating, colors flying; each 
man with a ball in his mouth; four field pieces, 
with one mortar, and twelve rounds; to march 
to Tillicherry, accompanied by a detachment of 
Englifh, and there to be embarked on board of a 
fhip for the ifland of Bourbon, at the expence of 
the Englifli: but in cafe the dominion of that ifland 
fhould be changed *, the fhip, after taking in water 
and refrefhments, is to proceed with them to the 


It will appear that it was attempted. 


Cape 
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Cape of Good Hope, where they are to be landed 
with their arms, cannon, mortar and appurtenances, 
and then to go where they pleafe. But, if the Eng¬ 
lifh do not chufe to comply with that, they are to 
land us in France with our arms and baggage. 

Granted ; except that the colors, arms, can¬ 
non, mortar and ammunition, lhall be delivered 
up in Tillicherry ■, alfo, in cafe it fhould be more 
convenient to tranfport them for Europe from Til¬ 
licherry, than from Bombay, or the Coromandel 
coaft ; provided, neveythelefs, that fhould any Eu¬ 
ropean officer or foldier chufe to enter into the Eng¬ 
lifh fervice, they are to b*e at full liberty, that is, if 
the entertaining of fuch perfon be agreeable to the 
Englifh.” 

III. “ All deferters whatfoever fhall have a ge¬ 
neral pardon, and not be molefted in any ffiape. 

Granted except Thomas Palmer, of colonel 
Parflow’s regiment, if he fhould be found in garri- 
fon” 

IV. “ All perfons, civil and military, as well 
white as black, fhall have their moveable effeds 
and domeflics preferved without moleftation ; and 
the Englifh are to put fafe-guards, for the fecurity 
thereof, as they may defire. 

Granted j underflanding it to mean wearing 
apparel, and houfhold furniture.” 

V. “ All the inhabitants, of what nation or re¬ 
ligion foever, fhall remain in their poflefTions, rights 
and privileges, unmolefted in any fhape. 

VI. All the private inhabitants, both whites and 
blacks, that fhall be found to have pofleffions of 
lands and tenements, are to be fuffered to enjoy 
them quietly, with liberty to each of them to re¬ 
main or remove, as they think proper. 

Articles V. and VI. granted ; fubjed at all 
times to fuch annual rents or taxes, as the Englifh 
company may think proper to levy on them.” 

VII. “ That 
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VII. “ That proper commiflaries fhall be named 
to receive the effe&s, books, papers and accounts 
belonging to the French company. 

Granted •, underftanding the word effects to in¬ 
clude provifions and warlike ftores of all kinds.” 

VIII. “ We confent to furrender to the Englifh, 
all our forts belonging to the French company to 
the northward, on the above conditions, fhould they 
be in our pofTeffion at this time. 

Granted-, provided it be clearly proved, that 
the French have neither any direft or indiredl pro¬ 
perty in fuch of them as are at this precife time in 
their pofieflion ; otherwife they are to caufe them to 
be delivered up in the fame manner as thofe adja¬ 
cent to Mihie.” 

IX. “ The French factory at Callicut, fhall be 
fuffered quietly to enjoy the privileges of neutrality 
obferved there. 

Granted.” 

X. “ That coolies and boats fhall be allowed 
them to tranfport the effc&s belonging to the gen¬ 
tlemen of the garrifon, as well civil as military. 

Granted.” 

XI. “ All the fick and infirm fhall be commo- 
dioufly tranfported, with afurgeon, medicines, and 
fervants belonging to the hofpital, at the charge of 
the Englifh. 

Granted.” 

XII. “ On the foregoing conditions we agree to 
deliver up all the fortifications of Mihie, and its 
diftri&s, on any day to be appointed.” 

This treaty, fo made and fettled, was figned*. 


* By the following gentlemen ; 

“ Thomas Hodges, Picat de la Motte, 


Heftor Monro. 

Lowet, 
Plowfquelly, 
De Paimas, 
Drowet, 


De Laulanhoiry, 
HoufTe, 

Macin, 

Trorel, 

Fyitty.” 
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c;s the ioth of February 1761, in Tillichery and 
Mihie refpectively. 

The number of guns at Mihie were, at Fort St. 
George, 52 ; at Mihie, 58 ; at Candi, 27 •, at Dau¬ 
phin, 32 ; and 150 at five adjacent forts to the 
northward : in all 319. 

The prefident and council of Bombay exprefled 
difpatches with this intelligence to the direftors of 
the Eaft-India company, who received them on the 
3d of Auguft 1761, at a time when they were very 
defirous of fuch intelligence, as well on account of 
what was tranl'a&ing in Europe, as in Bengal. 

On the 25th of hebruary 1761, the Englilh Eaft- 
India company * declared their bonds fhould bear 
five per cent, intereft, to commence on the 31ft of 
March. The Britilh parliament had granted the 
company twenty thoufand pounds for the fervice of 
this year • and they alfo pafied “ an act for ex¬ 
tending the Eaft-India mutiny a< 5 t fof the 27th of 
king George II. to the company’s fetrlement at Fort 
Marlborough, in the ifiand of Sumatra, and to 
fuch other principal fettlements wherein the Ealt 
India company might be empowered to hold courts 
of judicature. 


* The directors for this year were as following ; 


‘William Harwell, * 
Fitz Will. Barrington, 
Chrifl. Baron, * 

H. Crabh Boulton, 
John Boyd, 

Charles Butts, 

Sir James Creed, Knt. 
John Dorrien, 

Charles Gough, 

John Harrifon, 

Samfon Harrifon, * 
Frederic Pigou, 




Giles Rooke, 
Thomas Roufe, 
Henry Savage, 
Richard Steward, * 
Richard Smith, 
Lawrence Sullivan, 
William Thornton, 
Timothy Tullie, 
Richard Warner, 
Thomas Waters, 
Bourchier Walton, . 


Thofe mark’d thus * were new ones, 
f See this volume, p. 186. 


Efqrs; 


This 


THE E A S T -1 N D I E S. 413 

This year, the Engiiih prefidency at Calcutta 
dethroned the Nabob of Bengal, and placed his 
fon-in-law on the throne ; of which 1 fliall give an 
authentic account, after what relates to the other 
parts of India. 

In 1762, the Britifh parliament not only granted 
the Englifli Ealb India company twenty thoufand 
pounds tor that year ; but alto a farther turn out of 
another grant *. 

Admiral Stevens died at Bombay, andwasfuc- 
ceeded in che command by admiral Cornifn, who, 
according to his inftructions, proceeded with his 
fleet to reduce the ifland of Bourbon, which was the 
laft pofleflicn the French had left them in that part 
of the world. H>s orders were, to rendezvous at 
the ifland of Diego Rays, north-eail of Mauritius, 
where he was to meet, or wait for, a fquadron from 
England, under the command of commodore Kep- 
pel, with a proper land force on board. Admiral 
Cornilh arrived upon his Ration at the appointed 
time, and continued there as long as the weather 
would permit, when he returned to Madrafs, with¬ 
out hearing any thing of commodore Keppel’s fqua¬ 
dron, or having received any countermand of his 
orders. However, as war was declared in England 
againft Spain, in 1762, admiral Cornifh prepared 
to attack the Spaniards at their principal fettlement 
in the Philippine + Hands. 

The 


' This was 873,780 1 . for his majeftps forces in the planta¬ 
tions, Gibraltar, Guadeloupe, Africa, and the Eafl Indies. 

f The Philippine or Manilla illands, called alfo the Luconia 
illands, are iituated in the Chinelian fea, part of the Pacific 
ocean, between 113. and 131 degrees of eaillongitude, and be¬ 
tween 5 and 19 degrees of north latitude ; three hundred miles 
fouth-ealt of China, and twelv e hundred well of the Ladrones 
or Marian illands. The Philippines are the raoft eafiern part 
of Alia, and comprehend a great number of iilanis, the prin¬ 
cipal 
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The troops allotted for the enterprize * againft 
Manilla, were the 79th regiment f, and a company 
of the royal artillery •, to which, the government of 
Madrafs added thirty of their artillery, fix hundred 
fepoys, a company of caffres, another of topaffes, 
and one of pioneers ; they alfo added, the precari¬ 
ous afiiftance of two companies of Frenchmen, en- 
Jifted in their fervice, and fix hundred Lafcars, for 
the ufeof the engineers and park of artillery, under 
the command of general Draper J: bur, as a com- 
penfation for that feeble fupply, they favored the 
general with fome very good officers in every branch 
of the fervice. 

REAR-admiral Corniffi reinforced this little army 
with a fine battalion of five hundred and fifty feamen, 
and two hundred and feventy good marines, fo that 
the whole force for the land operations amounted to 
two thoufand three hundred men, who, with the 
neceffary ftores, were embarked on board of his 
majelty’s fquadron, and two India fhips employed 
as tranfports, with an activity and difpatch, that 
did great honor to all concerned, in thofe arrange¬ 
ments. The preparations were began, completed, 
and Ihipped in three weeks, through a raging and 
perpetual furf, in which fome lives were loll. 


cipal of which is Luconia or Manilla. Thefe iflands were firft 
difcovered by Ferdinand Magellan in 1521 ; but they were not 
pofleffed by the Europeans until 1564, when Don Lewis de 
Velafco, viceroy of Mexico, fent Michael Lopez Delagafpes 
there, with a fleet from Mexico, and a fuflicient force to make 
a conqueft of thefe iflands, which he named the Philippines, 
in honor of Philip II. fon of Charles V. who was then king 
of Spain; and they were ever fmce fubjeft to that crown, ex¬ 
cept the large ifland of Mindanao. 

* This expedition was originally planned by a gentleman 
of my acquaintance, who has related to me more particulars 
of it, than I can properly undertake to mention in this place. 

t See this volume, p. 315. j Ibid. p. 294. 298. 315. 

3X6. 
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As major-general Lawrence was of opinion, that 
the fettlements would be in danger, if more forces 
were drawn from the coalt, the two battalions of 
the company’s troops, all the cavalry, fix thoufand 
fepoys, with the part of colonel Monfon’s and the 
Highlanders, then at Madrafs, were left for their 
fecurity. 

The Medway, York, and Chatham, that were 
hourly expe&d, had orders left for them to re¬ 
main, for the protedtion of the trade ; and the 
troops failed from Madrafs, on the' firft of Auguft, 
with the admiral’s divifion *. They anchored in 
Manilla-bay on the 23d of September; when they 
foon found that their vifit was unexpected, and the 
Spaniards unprepared. 

The idand of Manilla, or Luconia, is the chief 
of the Philippine ifiands, fuuated between 117 and 
123 degrees of eaft longitude, and between 12 and 
19 degrees of ncrth latitude. It is upwards of four 
hundred miles long, but of an unequal breadth, in 
fome places two hundred miles, and in others not 
one hundred broad. The principal town is alfo 
called Manilla, which lies on a point of land made 
by a river ifiuing from the lake of Bahia, and fall¬ 
ing into the fea a little lower at the town of Cavite, 


* The fea-horfe, captain Grant, wasprevioufly dilpatched, 
through the ftreights of Malacca, to the entrance of the China- 
fea, to flop all vellels, that might be bound to Manilla, orfent 
froip any of the neighboring lettlements to give the Spaniards 

notice of the defign.-Commodore Tiddeman, with the firft 

diviiloti of the fleet and troops under colonel Monlbn, failed 
two days before the admiral and general, that their watering 
might be more fpeedily completed at Malacca, where the ad¬ 
miral arrived on the 19th of Auguft. There they bought up a 
large quantity of rattans to make gabions, many of which 
were finiihed on board the different Ihips.—On the zyth, they 
failed for their fecond rendezvous, off the ifland of Timor. 
The necefiary inftruilions and lignals were then given for land¬ 
ing on the coaft of Luconia, 

where 
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where is a fpacious harbor, but of difficult entrance, 
becaufe of rocks and fhoals at the mouth of the 
bay. The Spanifh viceroy refides in the town of 
Manilla, and his government is one of the moft pro¬ 
fitable ports belonging to the Spanifh monarchy. 

Manilla lying between the eaftern and weftern 
continents, was once efteemed the beft ficuation in 
the world for trade; wherefilver was brought from 
Mexico and Peru, as well as the produce of Europe: 
diamonds and precious ftcnes from Gelconda: cin¬ 
namon from Ceylon ; pepper from Sumatra and 
Java-, cloves and nutmegs from the Moluccas; 
camphire from Borneo; benjamin and ivory from 
Cambaia ; filks, tea, and china-ware, from China ; 
and formerly there came every year from Japan 
two or three fhips freight with amber, filks, cabi¬ 
nets, and other varnifhed ware in exchange for the 
produce of the Philippines. Befides, two vefiels 
lailed every year to Acapulco, in Mexico, loaded 
with the riches of the eart ; and returned, as they do 
now, freighted with filver, making four hundred 
per cent, profit. 

A great number of Junks, and other Chinefe 
and Japanefe fhips, arrive continually at Manilla, 
laden with all the treafures of their empires -, to ex¬ 
change them for thofe of America, for which this 
town is the ftaple. Thefe nations trade there ufually 
from December to April, when thirty or forty of 
their largeft (hipping are leen in the road ; and dur¬ 
ing the reft of the year, there are fcarce lefs of all 
burdens than four or five hundred, belonging to the 
Spanilh and Chinefe inhabitants of the iflands, with 
which they trade in all parts of the Archipelago. 
The Chinefe are thofe who trade moft to the Philip¬ 
pines, and about twenty thoufand of them dwell in 
thefe iflands, who are chiefly tradefmen ; the Spa¬ 
niards, through their natural pride, difdaining l'uch 
occupations. The Pcrtugueie have aifo a pretty 

good 
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good trade there. But of all nations, whether Eu¬ 
ropean or Indian, none are excluded the Philippines 
except the Englifh and Dutch ; though the former 
fend fome Ihips from Madrafs to the Manillas man¬ 
ned with Portugutze mariners. 

No foil in the world produces greater plenty of 
all things necefiary for life than the ifland of Manilla; 
nor can any country appear more beautiful, there 
being a perpertual verdure; for buds, bloffovns, and 
fruits are found upon the trees all the year round, 
as well on the mountains as in cultivated places*. 

To increafe as much as poffible the vifible con- 
fufion and confternation of the Spaniards, the Eng¬ 
lish officers determined to lofe no time in the attack, 
of the port of Cavite, that was at firft intended, 
but proceed directly to the grand objeft •, judging 
that their conqueft there would of courfe occafion 
and draw after it the fall of Cavite. 

On the morning of the 24th, the Engliffi com¬ 
manders fent an ineffedtual fummons to the town, 
and examined the coaft, to fix upon a proper fpot for 
landing the troops, artillery, and ftores. They found 
a moft convenient place about two miles to the fouth 
of Manilla: and, accordingly, all the boats were 
immediately prepared by the proper fignals ; when 
three frigates p were fent in very near the fhore to 
cover the defcent. 

The 79th regiment, the marines, a detachment 
of artillery, with three field-pieces, and one howitzer, 
fixed in the long boats, aflembied in three divisions 


* For a more particular account of the Philippines, fee “ A 
voyage round the world by lorJ Anfon. p. 320 — 34 ^* ctlfo 
“ The theory and prafticcof commerce and maritime addirs,’' 
by Don G crony mo de U'/tari 2, vol. 1. p. 191.207. vof. 2. 

p. 106. . 

f The Argo, captain king: the Seahorfe, captain Grar.t: 
and Senior- : , captain ]Y;phin. 

Vot.. 11 . ~ E e under 



4 i8 A VOYAGE TO 

under their fterns the left commanded by colonel 
Monfon, quarter-maffir general; the center by ge¬ 
neral Draper, with heu r enant colonel Scott, the ad¬ 
jutant-general ; the right oy major Moore, the eldeft 
field officer. As they h^d determined to land near a 
church and village called Malata, that was oppofite 
their left, the other two divifions, which had been 
feparated only to amufe and diftradb the attention of 
the enemy, were ordered to join that as foon as pof- 
fible. About fix in the evening, they pufhed with 
an even front for the fhore, under the prudent and 
fkilful management of the captains, Parker, of the 
Grafton, Kempenfeldt, the admiral’s captain, and 
Brereton of the Falmouth ; who had the direction 
of the boats. The frigates kept up a briik fire to 
the right and left of them, to protect their flanks, 
and difperfe the enemy, who were beginning to af- 
femble in great numbers, both horfe and foot, to op- 
pofe their defcetit. This cannonade had the defired 
effedt The Spaniards retired, and left the Englifh 
a clear coaft; but a violent furf arofe, many boats 
were dafhed to pieces, their arms and ammunition 
much damaged ; providentially no lives were loft. 
They formed upon the beach, marched and took 
poffdlion of the Malata, fixed their outpoils, and 
pafled the whole night under arms. The Spaniards 
were employed in burning part of their fuburbs. 

On the 25th, the Englifh Prized afore which the 
Spaniards had abandoned, named the Polverifta, 
that proved a mod excellent place cf arms for co¬ 
vering the landing of flores, and ll curing a com¬ 
munication with the iquadron. Colonel Mor.fon, 
who was detached with 200 men to view the roads 
and approaches to Manilla, occupied the Hermita 
church, large and commodious, about 900 yards 
from the City. The Eng'ufii general made the pritft’s 
houfe the head quarters •, fent orders to major Moore 
*o march up with the 79th regiment to lecure and 

main- 
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maintain this port:, which was of the utmoft confe- 
quence, both from its ftrength, and the great cover 
it afforded from the rains that had deluged the 
country, and had made it impoffible to encamp ; 
for they too foon found, that the monfoon had 
broke upon them. The furf continued dangerous; 
the rains increafed ; the landing artillery and ftores 
became very hazardous; the remaining troops were 
put on fhore with much peril, and fome lofs; lieu¬ 
tenant Hardwick was drowned : but the courage 
and a&ivity of the feamen furmounted all obftacles; 
they got on fhore part of the fepoys, fome provi- 
iions, and fuch ftores as were firft wanted, and by 
fignals demanded from the fquadron; the officers 
of which were indefatigable in giving all poftible 
afliftance ; and captain Jocelyn, w ho was entrufted 
with the care of the difembarkation, did every thing 
that could be wifhed or expected from a diligent 
good officer. The army left the marines at their 
firft poft, the Malata, to be near the Polverifta, pre- 
ferve their communication, and guard their ftores 
and park of artillery. The men, from the good 
conduct and example of their officers, behaved ve¬ 
ry well, and were of very great ule upon all occa- 
fions. As the rains had forced the Englifli troops to 
feek the protection of the houies that were under the 
fire of the baftions ; the Spaniards cannonaded their 
quarters, which were much nearer the walls than 
the ufual rules of war prel'cribe. They attempted 
Iikewife to burn more of their fuburbs, but were 
prevented by the great activity and good conduct of 
captain Fletcher, major of brigade; and captains 
Stevenfen and Cotsfold, the engineers; who, hav¬ 
ing advanced under cover of the houies to St. Jago’s 
church near the fea, and within 320 yards of the 
town, reported its importance fo fenfibly, that ge¬ 
neral Draper ported a body of men there, notwith- 
ftanding its contiguity to the baftions. The enemy 
E e 2 loos 
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foon fired upon the befiegers ; but not with perfe- 
verance or effedt enough to diflodge them. 

On the 26th, the admiral fent on ftiore the bat¬ 
talion of fearnen, under the command of the cap¬ 
tains Collins of the Weymouth, Pitchford of the 
America, and George Ourry from the Panther. 
They were cantoned between the 79th regiment and 
the marines. The reft of the company’s troops of 
all forts were likew ife landed, and put under cover. 
The Spaniards advanced out of the garrifon, under 
the command of the chevalier Fayett, with 400 
men, and two field pieces ; and from a church, a- 
bout 200 yards to the light of that the Englifh had 
taken pofteffion of, near the fea, begun a cannonade 
upon the right flank of their poft. Some fepoys 
under enfign Carty, who behaved very well, were 
firft fent to fkirmifh with them, fupported by three 
picquets of the 79th regiment, and 100 fearnen, all 
under the command of colonel Monfon, who foon 
drove the enemy back into the town. In their pre¬ 
cipitate flight, one of the field pieces was left upon 
the glacis. 

The fuperior {kill and bravery of the Englifh were 
fo evident from this affair, that it occafioned a f> 
cand fummons to the governor, but to no purpofe ; 
the anfwer was much more fpirired than their con¬ 
duct had been. Colonel Monfon had orders to keep 
poffeffion of this iecond church, (if he found it te¬ 
nable) for as the EnglilE had not men enough, or 
dry ground to make regular approaches, they were 
forced into thefe meafures, ra(h as they feem, and 
contrary to all rules of military profefiron, by their 
critical fituation. From the top of this poft, which 
the Engl;fli called No. 2, they had a perfect view 
of the enemy s works. The front they were obliged 
to arrack, was defended by the baftions of St. Diego, 
and St. Andrew, with orillons and retired flanks ; 
a ravelin which covered the royal gate, a wet ditch! 

covered 
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covered way, and glacis. The baftions were in ex¬ 
cellent order, lined with a great number of fine brals 
cannon; but their ravelin was not armed, the co¬ 
vered way out of repair, the glacis by much too 
low, and the ditch was not produced round the 
capital of the baftion of St. Diego, which deter¬ 
mined general Draper to attack it, and make his 
difpofitions accordingly. The negligence and omif- 
fion of the enemy to poll centries in the covered 
way, gave him an opportunity of founding the 
ditch; which perilous enterprise was effected by a 
fmall party of the 79th regiment under captain 
Fletcher, who begq.d leave to undertake it: the 
Spaniards fired iru.r* 'heir badi'n, and killed or 
wounded three of the bcMegers : depth of the 

water was only five feet, d.» breadth about thirty 
yards. 

As the great extent of this populous city made 
it utterly impoffible to inveft it with tnis handful of 
men, two Tides were conftantly open to the Spaniards 
10 introduce fupplies of men, and provisions, and 
carry out their effefts. They availed themfelves of 
the Englifii weaknefs. Their own garrifon of 800 
men of the royal regiment, under tire command of 
the marquis of Villa Medina,’brigadier general, was 
augmented by a body of 10,000 Indians from the 
province of Pampanga, a fierce and barbarous people; 
thefe difadvantages were not to be remedied, as the 
Engliffi could not take pofTeffion of Minondo, Ton- 
do, and la Vera Cruz, the pofts which commanded 
the river, and communication with the country. 
The inundations had fecured their Parian fuburb; 
but no difficulties could check the ardor of the Eng- 
lifh troops, who laboured incefiantly in making 
faicines and gabions, and preparing every thing for 
the conftrudtion and opening of their batteries. One 
for fmall Ihelis was compleated this night, and 
played upon the baftion of St. Diego; its pofition 
E e 3 being 
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being behind the church, ntu.eft the fea. The offi¬ 
cers of the artillery and engineers exerted themfelves 
in a manner, that nothing but their zeal for the 
public fervice could have infpired. 

On the 27th, the governor fent out a flag of 
truce to apologize for iome barbarities committed 
by the favages, who had murdered fome ftraggling 
feamcn ; and to requeft that a nephew of his taken 
in the bay, might be fent on fhore. This gentle¬ 
man had been difpatched from the P’nillipina gal¬ 
leon, juft arrived on tire coaft from Acapulco, with 
the firft advices of the war. Hoftihties cealed till 
eleven at night, when the Englifh recommenced 
their fire from the mortars, increafed them to four, 
and placed a fix pounder on their left flank, as a fur¬ 
ther lecurity for their poll at St. Jago’s church. 

As the capture of the galleon, and her treafure 
might be well efteemed a national objeft, Mr. 
Cornifh p rope fed fending the Panther and Argo 
from the fquadron to intercept her, which was con- 
fented to; and the officers of the navy very gene- 
roufly agreed to the army fharing any prizes that 
might be taken in this cruize, as they had before 
contented to their fharing with them in any booty 
that might be taken at land ; and the diftribution to 
be made according to the rules his majefty had fixed 
for the fea fervice. The admiral likewife fent on 
fhore eight 24 pounders fhip guns, and two 18 
pounders for the battering train ; as, to fave time, 
the troops brought only the land carriages and plat¬ 
forms from Madrafs. 

Ox t’ae 28th, the governor’s nephew was landed. 
Lieutenant F yar, who was fecretary to general 
Draper, was ordered to conduit him into the town 
with a flag of t uce. In the mean time a large party 
of the garrifon, intermixed with Indians, fallied 
out to attack the fecond poft, by which lieutenant 
Fryar was advancing to the Ravelin gate. The 

bar- 
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barbarians, without refpedting his charadter, inhu¬ 
manly murdered him, mangling his body in a man¬ 
ner too (hocking to mention. In their fury, they 
mortally wounded the other gentleman who had en¬ 
deavoured to fave Mr. Fryar. The Enghfh party 
received their onfet with much firmneis and brave¬ 
ry, and repulfed them with fome lofs on their fide. 
As it was evident that the Indians alone were guilcy 
of this horrid piece of barbarity, the Englifh fol- 
diers fhewed them no mercy. 

On the 29th, the admiral ordered the Elizabeth, 
commodore Tiddeman, and the Falmouth, cap¬ 
tain Brereton, to place themfelves as near the town 
as the depth of water would permit, and fecond the 
land operations, by enfilading the front they intended 
to attack ; but the lhallows kept them at too great 
a diftance to anfwer the purpofe effedtually, though 
their fhot ftruck much confufion and terror into the 
inhabitants. The befiegers continued their bom¬ 
bardment day and night. 

On the 30th, the engineers traced out admiral 
Cornilh’s battery, for eight 24 pounders, on the 
left of St. Jago’s church •, but the violence of the 
rains retarded their progrefs; and the abfer.ce of 
two fhips, that had on board a confiderable quanti¬ 
ty of fafcines, and many working and intrenching 
tools, put them to fome inconveniences. The ad¬ 
miral’s goodnefs fupplied thefe defedts: all the 
fmiths and carpenters in the fleet were employed in 
making thofe inftruments and, by their induftry 
and difpatch, the troops were enabled to proceed. 
The Elizabeth and Falmouth perfevered in their 
cannonade upon the town, which was returned from 
the enemy’s lea-line without any effedt. 

On the ill and 2d of Odlober, the weather grew 
fo very tempeftuous, that the whole fquadron was 
in danger, and all communication with it entirely 
cut off. The violence of the ftorm forced the South- 
E e 4 Sea 



424 A VOYAGE TO 

Sea Caftle ftorefhip (which was lately arrived) from, 
her anchors, and drove her on fhore : even in this 
fituation the fhip was of great ufe. Captain Sher¬ 
wood, enfiladed the whole fea beach to the fouth- 
ward, and kept in awe a large body of Indians who 
menaced the Polverifta, and the magazines at the 
Malata. Notwithftanding the deluge of rain which 
accompanied the wind, by the perfeverance of the 
troops and feamen, the befiegers compleated the 
battery for the 24 pounders, raifed a mortar battery 
for the heavy fhellsof 10 and 13 inches, made a good 
parallel and communication from the church to the 
gun battery, and eftablifhed a fpacioos place of 
arms on the left of it, near the fea. The roaring 
of the waves prevented the enemy from hearing the 
noife of the workmen in the night. They gave no 
interruption, but feerned to trull entirely to the ele¬ 
ments. While the governor (the archbilhop) gave 
out, that an angel from the Lord was gone forth to 
oeftroy them like the holt of Sennacherib. On the 
afternoon or the 2d, the feamen, with wonderful 
activity, brought up and mounted all the guns in 
the battery which they mafked. 

On the 3d, the weather became moderate. At 
day-light the battery was opened againft the left face 
of the baftion of St. Diego, towards the faliant an¬ 
gle. One hundred feamen were appointed to aflift 
the corps or artillery in this fervice. The Englifh 
cannon, by the molt excellent fkill and manage¬ 
ment of major Barker, and the officers under him, 
were ferved with fuch juftnefs, quicknefs, and dex¬ 
terity, that the 12 pieces on that face of the baftion 
were filenced in a few hours, and the Spaniards 
drove from them. 

At night, the befiegers began a battery for three 
guns, on the left of their place of arms, to filence 
thole that were in Barbette upon the orillon of the 
baftion of St. Andrew, which annoyed the flank. 

The 
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The Engiifli maintained a brifk fire of grape and 
mufketry all the night, to prevent the enemy from 
repairing their embrazures and remounting the can¬ 
non. The mortars (now augmented to feven) were 
kept confiantly playing upon the gorge of the baf- 
tion, and the contiguous defences. 

On the 4th, about three hours before day, 1000 
of the Indians attacked the cantonment of the Tea¬ 
men. They were encouraged to this attempt by 
the mediant rains, in which they flattered them- 
feives the Englifh fire-arms would be ufelefs. Their 
approach was favored by a great number of thick 
bufhes that grew upon the fide of a rivulet, which 
they palled in the night, and, by keeping clofe, 
eluded the vigilance of the patroles. Upon the 
alarm, colonel Monfon and captain Fletcher, with 
the picquets, were difpatched to the affiftance of 
the feamen, who very fenfibly kept firm in their 
polls, and were contented to repulfe them, till day¬ 
break, when a frelh picquet of the 79th regiment 
appearing upon the Indians right flank, they fled, 
were purfued and difperfed, with the lofs of 300 
men. Had their fkill or weapons been equal to their 
ftrength and ferocity, it might have colt the Eng¬ 
lifh dear. Although armed chiefly with bows, ar¬ 
rows, and lances, they advanced up to the very 
muzzles of the Englifh pieces, repeated their af- 
faults, and died like wild beafts, gnawing the bay¬ 
onets. This attack cofl: the befiegers fome few men ; 
but they loft a moft excellent fea officer, captain 
Porter, lieutenant of the Norfolk, fincerely and 
juftly lamented by ail. 

They had fcarce finifhed this affair, when ano¬ 
ther body of them, with part of the Spanifh garri- 
fon, again attacked the church, forced the fepoys 
from their poll in it, neareft the town, took pof- 
feffion of the top, from whence they killed and 
wounded feveral of the Englifh people, who were 

entirely 
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entirely expofed to all their weapons. Notwith- 
ilanding this difadvantageous fituation, the Euro¬ 
pean foldiers maintained their poll behind the 
church with great firmnefs and patience, and at laft 
diflodged the enemy with the affiftance of fome 
field pieces, and the good conduct of major Fell, 
field officer cf the day, captain Fletcher, and other 
brave officers fent to their relief. The Spaniards 
left 70 dead behind them, in and about the church. 
On the fide of the befiegers, captain Strahan, of the 
79th regiment, a very good officer, was mortally 
wounded, and 40 private men wounded and killed. 
This was the enemy’s laft effort: all their Indians, 
except 1800, dffcouraged by their lofles, returned 
home. The Engiifh working parties, and the fire 
of their batteries, which had been a little interrupted 
by thefe attacks, recommenced with greater fpirit 
than ever. They alfo found the good effects of giv¬ 
ing the enemy.no time to repair their embrazures, 
or carriages, in the night. They opened only an 
inconfiderable fire from three or four embrazures in 
the curtain, too oblique to have much effect: be¬ 
fore night thofe defences were ruined. 

Gn the 5th, major Barker’s fire was fo violent, 
that the breach appeared practicable. The Engiifh 
cannon from the three gun battery filenced thofe 
of the enemy on the orillon of St. Andrew. The 
befiegers were in hopes that the Spaniards would 
be fenlible of their danger, and think of giving up 
the town. But they were obfiinate without bravery, 
or any generous relolution of defending the breach. 
In the evening, the defignof ftorming the place was 
communicated to the principal officers of each de¬ 
partment only, and the neceffary preparations made. 

On the 6th, at four o’clock in the morning, the 
befiege'-s filed off from their quarters, in fmall bo¬ 
dies, to give the lefs fufpicion ; and by degrees, af- 
fembled at St, Jago’s church, obferving the utmoft 

filence, 
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filence, and concealing themfelves in the place of 
arms, and the parallel between the church and the 
battery. Major Barker kept up a briik fire upon 
the works, and thofe places where the enemy might 
be lodged or intrenched. The English mortars 
were well applied for the fame purpofe. At day 
break the Englilh officers difcerned a large body 
of the Spaniards formed on the baftion of St. An¬ 
drew, which gave them reafon to imagine the be- 
fieged had got fome information of their defign, 
and intended to annoy them with their mufquetry 
and grape from the retired flank of that baftion, 
where they had ftill two cannon placed ; but upon 
the explofion of fome fhells that tell among them, 
they went off. 

The befiegers immediately took advantage of 
thisi and by the fignal of a general difcharge of 
their artillery and mortars, ruffied on to the af- 
fault, under cover of a thick fmoke that blew di- 
reftly upon the town. Sixty volunteers of different 
corps under lieutenant Ruflel of the 79th, led the 
way, fupported by the grenadiers of that regiment. 
The engineers, with the pioneers, and other work¬ 
men, to clear and enlarge the breach, and make 
lodgments, in cafe the enemy fhould have been too 
ftrongly intrenched in the gorge of the baftion, fol¬ 
lowed : colonel Monfon and major Moore were at 
the head of two grand divifions of the 79th; the 
battalion of feamen advanced next, fuftained by the 
other two divifions of the 79th: the company’s 
troops clofed the rear. They all mounted the 
breach with amazing fpirit and rapidity. The few 
Spaniards upon the baftion difperfed fo fuddenly, 
that it was thought they depended upon their mines. 
Captain Stevenfon had orders to make a ft rid learch 
to diicover them ; bur precautions were need lei's. 
The Englifh met with little refiftance, except at the 
Royal Gate, and from the galleries of the lofty 

houles 



428 A VOYAGE TO 

houfes which furround the grand fquare. In the 
guard-houfe over the Royal Gate, ioo of the Spa¬ 
niards and Indians, who would not furrender, were 
put the fword. Three hundred more, according to 
the enemy’s account, were drowned in attempting 
to efcape over the river j which was very deep and 
rapid. The governor and principal officers retired 
to the citadel, and were glad to furrender as prifoners 
at diferetion, as that place was in no good pofture 
of defence. Captain Dupont of the 79th, with 100 
men, took poffeffion of it. The marquis of Villa 
Medina, with the reft of the Spanifh officers, were 
admitted as ptifoners of war on their parole of ho¬ 
nor and to conciliate the affections of the natives, 
all the Indians were difmiffed in fafety. The joy of 
the Englifh troops, upon this fortunate event, was 
greatly clouded by the lofs of major Moore, who was 
transfixed with an arrow near the Royal Gate, and 
died immediately, univerially lamented for his good 
qualities. Captain Sleigh of the grenadiers, and 
fome other good officers were wounded. The Eng¬ 
lifh had about thirty private men killed or wounded. 

In confequence of the terms dictated to the Spa¬ 
niards, the port of Cavite and citadel, with feveral 
large fnips, and a vaft quantity of warlike and na¬ 
val ftores, were furrendered to the Englifh. Cap¬ 
tain Champion with 100 marines, and as many le- 
poys, embarked on board the Seahorfe to take pof- 
ieffion of it. The Spanifh garrifon of 300 men, on 
the approach of the Englifh, mutinied againft their 
officers, plundered fome houfes, and went off into 
the country with their arms. 

As a fmall acknowledgment of the great fervices 
which the whole army had received from captain 
Kempenfeldt, the admiral’s captain, genera! Draper 
begged he would aft at Cavite with a com million 
as governor for his rmjefty, being well affined, that 

no 
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no one could* 1 difcharge that truft with more con¬ 
duct and abilities. 

Spanifh officers of note, prifoners of war. 

Don Felix de Eguilux, lieutenant general of ar¬ 
tillery. The marquis of Villa Medina, brigadier ge¬ 
neral and colonel of the king’s regiment. Don Mi¬ 
guel Valdes, lieutenant colonel and commandant of 
the fecond battalion of dirto. Don Jofeph de Riart, 
lieutenant colonel and governor of the Cavite. Don 
Francifco Rodriguez, ferjeant major of ditto. Don 
Manuel Fernandes Toribio, commandant and fer- 
jeant major of the citadel of St. Jago. Don Chrif- 
toval Ros, ferjeant major of Manilla. Don Thomas 
de Caftro, chief engineer and colonel of the king’s 
regiment. 14 captains, 13 lieutenants, izenfigns, 
2 adjutants, 1 phyfician, 1 furgeon, 11 ferjeants, 
261 rank and file. Of the marine, 4 captains, ? 
enfigns. Of the artillery, 1 captain commandant, 
2 lieutenants, 1 enfign, 1 adjutant, 1 commifiary. 
Of the irregular pampanges, 1 captain, 2 lieute¬ 
nants, 1 enfign. 2 adjutants of the Cavite. 2 ad¬ 
jutants of the citadel of St. Jago. 4 adjutants of 
the city of Manilla. 1 captain and engineer of ditto. 
Of the cadet company, 5. The governor general’s 
life-guard, 8. 

Officers killed. 

Of the 79th regiment, major Moore, captain 
Strahan, lieutenant Fryar. Of the battalion of 
feamen, captain Porter, lieutenant of the Norfolk ■, 
Mr. White, furgeon’s mate of ditto. Of the com¬ 
pany’s troops, lieutenant Hardwick drowned. 

Officers wounded. 

Of the 79th regiment, captain Sleigh of the gre¬ 
nadiers, lieutenanc Hazlewood, lieutenant Garnons, 
enfign Hog. Of the battalion cf feamen, Mr. 

Neal, 
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Neal, midfhipman of the Lenox.' Of the marines, 
lieutenant Spearing. Artillery, i private killed, i 
ferjeant, 3 private, wounded. 79th regiment, 6 
private killed, 45 ditto wounded. Seamen, 7 pri¬ 
vate killed, 1 ferjeant, 18 private wounded. Ma¬ 
rines, 5 private killed. Company’s troops, 1 fer¬ 
jeant, 2 private drowned, 1 ferjeant, 5 private 
wounded. Sepoys, 8 killed, 31 wounded. Total 
1 ferjeant, 29 private killed, 3 ferjeants, 1 hundred 
and 2 private wounded. William Draper. 

Return of brafs and iron ordnance, powder, fhot, 
fhells, &c. found in the town and citadel of Ma¬ 
nilla. 

Brass ordnance—312 ferviceable, 8 unfervice- 
able. Iron ordnance—108 ferviceabL, 15 unfer- 
viceable. Brafs mortars, 6 inch, and beds.—2. 
Iren howitzer—7. Carriages—66 ferviceable, 85 
unferviceable. Of the above, 4 brafs guns and 7 
fwivels were fpiked, and 8 wounded. Shot, of all 
fizes, from 28 pounders to four ounces—18,073. 
Grape ditto—2411. Double-headed—x 1S. Link 
—88. Spiked—39. Lead one pound and a half 
—1000. Shells, from 13 inch to 7 inch—44. 
Hand-grenadoes—84S. Gunpowder boxes, 38— 
computed to contain 2 2Solb. Cartridges filled with 
different fizes, 194—4981b. Ditto matt baggs, 141 
—computed to contain 63551b. Mufquets, repaira¬ 
ble 270, unferviceable 257. Ditto barrels, 360. 
Spontoons, 4—halberts, 13—bayonets, very old, 200 
—Sponges with rammer-heads, of little ufe, about 
203—bamboo cartridges, of different fizes, 240. 

Return of brafs and iron ordnance, &c. found at 
Cavite. 

Brass ordnance—137 ferviceable, 1 unferviceable. 
Iron ditto—68 ferviceable, 24 unferviceable. Iron 

howitzers 
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howitzers and carriages—11 ferviceable. Carriages 
■—96 l'erviceable, 41 unferviceable. Shot, of all 
fizes, from 54 pounders to 3 pounders—13,620. 
Double-headed ditto--4i 1. Link dirto-~387. Grape 
ditto—987. Shells, 13 and 8 inch—8. Powder 
boxes, 122—containing 7680'lb. Cartridges, 1221 
—containing 79041b. iVIulquets—480 l'erviceable, 
12 unferviceable. Bayonets, 108—Cutlafles, 28. 

William Draper, 

Dawfon Drake, 

R. Barker, major of artillery, 

G. Coleman, affiltant commufary. 
Manilla, Nov. 7, 1762*. 


An 


* Admiralty Office, April 19. 

Copy of a letter from vice admiral Cornilh, to Mr. Cleveland, 
dated in the bay of Manilla, the 31ft of October, 1762. 

IT is with the greateft pleafure I have the honor to acquaint 
their lordthips with the fuccefs of his maiedy’s arms in the 
reduction of the city of Manilla, which was taken by ltorm on 
the morning of the 6th inllant. In my letters of the 23d and 
3iftofjuly, I acquainted their lord (kips wi‘h mv proceedings 
to that time ; alter which I tried every poliible means at Ma- 
drafs for dil’patch, the declines of the S. W. moafoon making 
it of the utmoil importance. To promote this en.i, I com- 
pleated the Elizabeth, Grafton. Lenox, Weymouth, and Argo, 
with fuch of the troop, and military there?, as they were to 
take on board, and on the 29th fent them away under the com¬ 
mand of commodore Tiddeman, to proceed to Malacca, with 
a view that they might compieat their water there, by the 
time I fhouid arrive with the remainder of the l'quadrnn. 

Having accomplished the embarkation of every thing de- 
iigned for the expedition, with a dispatch much beyond my 
expectation, as we had from the whole time of rr.y being there 
a violent furf to contend with, I failed the firlt of Augull with 
the ftrps undermentioned, viz. Norfolk, Panther, America, 
Seaford, South Sea Caille ftore-lhip, admiral Stevens’s More- 
fh’p, Oderlv compaiy’s lltip, leaving the Fa mouth, at the 
requeii of the prefiaer.t and council, to convoy the Elicx India 
(hip, which was 11c t ready to fail, having the f-cafure to take 
on boaid tor the China cargoes, and ro urin-r Man ila furh 
of the compart % ter ants, ,.s were to be put in poSLion of 
ri-at gcv. i.rnciit, if the expedition fuccceJc 
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An account of the number of feamen and marines 
landed from his majefty’s fquadron under the 
command of rear admiral Corniffi as alfo of the 
number killed and wounded during the attack of 
Manilla. 

Norfolk, rear admiral Corniffi, captain Richard 
Kempenfelt. a commiffioned officers, 12 petty 

ditto. 


The 19th, I arrived at Malacca, and was difappointed in 
not finding Mr. Tiddeman there, who did not join me till 
the zlit, having met with long calms: The difficulty of wa¬ 
tering the fquadron at this place, made it the 27th before I 
could leave the icad. 

On the zd of September l arrived off Pulo Timeen, and was 
joined by captain Grant, in the Seahorfe, whom 1 had de¬ 
tached upon my fi 11 arrival atMadrafs, to cruize between this 
ifland and the (heights of Sincapore, to ilop any veffels he 
might lufped going to Manilla. 

On the 19th 1 niade the coatl of Luconia, but was drove off 
again by a Strong N. E. wind, which feparatcd fome of the 
fquadron. The zzd the gale broke up, and the wind drifted 
to the S. W. the 23d we recovered the land again : the next 
day entered the bay of Manilla, and in the dole of the evening 
anchored off the fort of Cavite, with the whole fquadron except 
the South Sea Cattle and admiral Stevens, the Falmouth and 
Effex having joined me off the coaft. In the night 1 fent the 
matters to found about the fortifications of Cavite, and, by 
their report found, that it might be attacked by fhips. 

The 25th in the morning, the wind not being favorable to 
attack the Cavite, I took two of the frigates, and, with gene¬ 
ral Draper, and tome other officers, reconnoitred the fnore a- 
bout Manilla, and obferved fome churches and other buildings 
to Hand near the works on the fouth tide of the town, par.icular- 
lv towards tht S. W. baftion. We had foine defign of attacking 
Cavite hill, to have had the conveniency of that port for the 
flopping; but conlidered that tlio’ the attack tliould be attended 
with all the iucctfs we could hope, yet it would caufe a delay 
at lealt of two days, before we could land at Ma.d'.ia, which 
time would aiiord opportunity to the enemy to demon ih thofe 
buildings near their works, and to prepare many obftacles to 
oui lancing, and pcihap s recover from that cop.Vernation our 
une\peCteu arrival had thrown them in ; and farther, Manilla 
bc.ng the capital, n that ied, Cavite would in conlequence. 

From 
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ditto, 96 Teamen, landed. 2 Teamen killed. 1 ditto 
wounded. Marines. 2 commiffioned officers, 9 non- 
commillioned ditto, 34 private, landed, x private 
killed. 

Vol. II. F f Elizabeth, 


From thofe confiderations, I joined in opinion with the ge¬ 
neral, to t^ke advantage of circumft ances, fo favorable for a 
ftefcent, and land troops with all difpatch, and endeavor to get 
poffeffion of fome polls ''ear :!:eii woiks, which, if effected, 
would greatly facilitate tt.e reduction of the City. 

In confequence of tltefe refolutions, I immediately made the 
fignal on board the Seahorfe for the fquadron to join me, and 
for the troops to prepare to land. About feven in the evening 
the 79th regiment with the marines in the boats, under the di¬ 
rection of the captains Parker, Kempenfeldt, and Brereton, 
pulhed for the fhore ; and under the fire of the three frigates 
effected the landing at a church called the Mcrratta, about 
a mile and half from the walls. We had no oppoftticn from the 
enemy, but fome difficulty from the furf, which ran high and 
bilged all the long boats, but happily loft po men. 

The next morning the general took an advanced poll, about 
zoo yards from the°glacis, and the:e under cover of a blind, 
intended his battery agair.ft the face of the fouth-weft baltion. 
The number of troops being fmall, I landed a battalion of 
feamen confifting of about 700 men, under the command ot the 
captains Collins, Pitchford, and George Ourry. 

The 25th, 1 difpatched 2 armed boats after a galley coming 
up the bay to Manilla; they came up with her, refoluteiy 
boarded her, and took her, notwithltanding the kept up a 
fmartfire with patterarocs and mulkets; the mounted two car¬ 
riage and 17 brafs fwivel guns, and had 80 men. By letters 
found in her, we difeovered fhe was difpatched from the gal¬ 
leon St. Phillipina from Acapulco, and whom fhe had left the 
loth of September at Cajayagan, between the Embocadero and 
CapeSpiritu Santa. Upon this dilcovery, I came to a refolu- 
tion to fend the Panther and Argo :n quell of her ; but it was 
the 4th of October before the weather permitted their laiiing. 

The 28th of September the general acquainted me that be 
was beginning to v.oit on the battery, and that if fome fhips 
could vet near enough ;o throw Ihot on the works of the town 
op poled to it, it might take oft' fome of the enemy’s fire and 
attention, and thereby facilitate its conltruClion. In confe¬ 
quence of this, I ordeicd commodore Tiddeman, with the E- 
lizabeth and Falmouth, towatds the town, as near as the depth 
of watei would permit, raid to place the fhips in fuefi a poit- 

tioa. 
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Elizabeth, commodore Tiddeman. Captain 
Ifaac Ourry. i commifiioned officer, 2 petty ditto, 
76 feamen, landed. 1 teaman killed. 5 ditto wound¬ 
ed. Marines. 2 comrriiffioned officers, 3 non-com- 
miflioned ditto, 21 private, landed. 

Grafton, 


tion, as would bed anfwer she purpofe intended ; which was 
accordingly done the next day, and their fire had a very good 
efFett. 

On the 30th, the South-Sea Caflle arrived with (lores, which 
were much wanted, particularly the entrenching tools, for 
want of which the army had been i'c greatly diftreffed, that I 
was obliged to employ all the fcrge? in making fpades, pick- 
axes, &c. for them. The ill of October it began to blow frefh, 
and in the night increafed to a hard gale, which drove the 
South-Sea Catlle afaore near the Polverifta, a little to the 
fouchward of our camp. This accident, however, had fome 
confiderable advantages attending it, as the fituation lhe lay 
in made her cannon a proteftion for the rear of our camp : it 
was likewife the means that all her military ftores were got on 
fhore with fafety and difpatch, and the army fupplied with the 
provifions fne had on board, both of which were articles they 
ltcod in need of, and which could not have been fupplied by 
boats, as it continued blowing weather for feveral days after, 
and the furf breaking very high on the beach. 

This gale was from the W. S. W. dire&ly on the fhore, 
which gi ve me much concern for the faiety of the fquadron, 
particularly for the Elizabeth and Falmouth, who were only 
in four fathom water, and, as I have fince been informed, with 
the fend of the fea itruck ; but the bottom being mud, and foft 
to a confiderable depth, they received no damage \ 

On the 4th in the morning, the general opened the battery, 
which was fo well managed and f conded by the (hips before 
the town, that in four hours the defences were taken cff, and 
the next day in the evening the breach was made practicable. 

_On the 6th, at day-light in the morning, the general's re¬ 
giment, with the fea battalion, mounted the breach, made the 
attack, and foon got pofTeffion of all the ba,lions, which com- 
pleated the conquelt. I immediately went on fhore, and, 
with the general, had a meeting with the Sparilh governor, 
and fome of his principal officers, when a capitulation was a- 
greed on, that the town and port of Cavi.e, with the iflands 
and fo ts dependant on Manilla, thould be given up to his Bri¬ 
tannic Majeity, and that they fhould pay four millions of dol¬ 
lars 
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Grafton, captain Hyde Parker. 1 commiffion' 
ed officer, 3 petty ditto, 100 feamen, landed. 2 
fearr.en wounded. Marines. 2 commiffioned offi¬ 
cers, 6 non-commiffioned ditto, 32 private, landed. 
1 private wounded. 

F f 2 Lenox, 


lars for the prefervation of the town and their effedts, a copy 
of which capitulation 1 have enclofcd. 

On the 10th, I fent captain Kempenfelt in the Norfolk, 
with the Seaf'ord and Seahorfe, to take poffeffion of Cavite, a- 
greeable to the capitulation : by this acquintion we are in pof- 
feffion of a very large quantity of naval llores, befides the ad¬ 
vantage of almoft every convenience for refitting a fquadron ; 
the people are i'upplied with frefh meat and vegetables in great 
plenty. 

The liege, though fhort, was attended with many difficul¬ 
ties and great fatigue, in which both the officers and men ex¬ 
erted themfeives with the utmoft chearfulnefs. We had con- 
llantly frefh gales, a lee fhore, and confequently a high furf to 
contend with, which always made it difficult, frequently ha¬ 
zardous, and fometimes impoffible, to land with boats. The 
rains fell very heavy, and our little army were furrounded and 
harraifed by numerous bodies of Indians, who, though undif- 
ciplinedand armed only with lances, bows and arrows, yet, by 
a daring refolution and contempt of death, they became not 
only troublefome but formidable. 

1 have the fatisfadlion of acquainting their lordfhips, that 
throughout the whole expedition, the moll perfect harmony 
and unanimity has fubfrfted between his Majefty’s land and 
fea forces. 

You will receive with this an account of the number of offi¬ 
cers and men, both feamen and marines, that were landed 
from the fquadron, as likewife of the killed and wounded in 
each corps. It is with concern I acquaint their lordfhips with 
the lofs of commodore Tiddeman, who in attempting to enter 
the river in his barge, the morning after the reduction of Ma¬ 
nilla, was drowned with five of his people, by which unhappy 
accident his Majefty has loll a brave, and experienced officer. 

Captain Kempenfelt, by whom I fend this (and who will 
prefent to you for their lordfhips a plan of the town of Manilla, 
and the port of Cavite,) has been of the greatefl affillance to 
me during the courfe of this enterprife ; he is very capable of 
furnilhing their loidfhips with many particulars neceffary for 
their information; and his great merit makes it my duty to re¬ 
commend him as a very able good officer. I am, &c. 

S. CoRSIS H. 
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Lenox, Captain Robert Jocelyn, i commiffion- 
ed officer, 5 petty ditto, 119 Teamen, landed. 4 
ieamen killed. 2 ditto wounded. Marines. 3 com- 
miffioned officers, 4 non-commiffioned ditto, 38 
private, landed. 1 private wounded. 


Copy of a letter from vice admiral Cornifh to Mr. Cleveland, 
dated in the bay of Manilla, the 10th of November, 1762. 


IN my letter of the 31ft of October, I acquainted you of my having 
fent captain Parker with the Panther and Aigo, in quell of the galleon 
St. Philippina, from Acapulco, bound to Manilla. 

The 7th inllant, captain King in the Argo returned with a letter from 
captain Parker, acquainting me, that, in confequence of my orders, 
having the 30th ot Oitober got the length of the illand Capul, near 
the entrance into the Embocadero, in puifuit of the Saint Philippina, 
where tne Argo had come to an anchor (and which he intended to do 
for that night) juft as the day doled he law a fail, Handing to the north¬ 
ward ; at eight in the evening he got fight of the chace ; but unluckily, 
by the lapidify ot a counter current to what the chace was in, was 
drove among the Narangos in the utmoft danger of being left, and o- 
bliged to anchor ; the liigate having el'caped the danger, got up with 
the chace, and engaged her near two hours, but was lb roughly hand¬ 
led, that captain King was obliged to biing too to repair his damages. 
By this time the current fhekened, which enabled captain Parker to get 
under fail with the chace in fight: about 9 the next morning he came 
up with her, and after battering her two hours, within half mulket 
Ihot, (he llruck. The enemy made but little refiftance, trailing to the 
immenfe thicknefs of the tides of their Ihip, which the Panther’s Ihot 
was not able to penetrate, excepting her upper works. Captain Parker 
was no lefs difappointed than lurprifed, when the general caine on 
board, to find, that mftead ot the Saint philippina, he had engaged, 
anj taken the Santilfimo Trinidad, who depaited fit in Manilla tile 
fiift of Auguft for Acapulco, and had got three hundied leagues to the 
eaihvaid of the Lmbocadeio ; but meeting with a hard gale of wind, 
was difmailed and put back to refit. She had eight bundled n.en on 
■board, and pierced foi fixtv guns, but when captain King t-ngiged 
her had only fix mounted, and but thirteen when taken ; lhe thaws 
thirty-three feet water, and is a much large! ihip than the Ptntaei. I 
cannot alteitain the value of the cargo, but thee is to til.- aunt of 
one million and a half of dollars reriltered, a:.d lae is reputed to be 
worth tlute millions *. 


Captain King Ut the Panther with her piize at an anchor about 

three leagues .uuth cl the Cur.igedow, at the mouth of this biv ; and 
as I have lent a leinfincement ot men wuh launches and waips, I hop* 
very loon to have them in fafety. I &c . ^ 


* T , w, •„ ,, O. BURNISH. 

K e » M ! n A ia r Sa - eon ’ called Signoia de Cabad*>n<r3, 

taken by loid An*on m 174^, had on board 1,31^84? pieces of ei^-ht 
and 35,68a ounces ot uigin filver. See the voyage, p. J0 ^ 


Fal- 
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Falmouth, Captain William Brereton. i com¬ 
miffioned officer, 2 petty ditto, 50 Teamen, landed. 
2 Teamen killed. Marines. 2 commiffioned offi¬ 
cers, 1 non-commiffioned ditto, 11 private, landed. 

Weymouth, Captain Richard Collins. 3 com¬ 
miffioned officers, 7 petty ditto, 80 feamen, landed. 
1 Teaman killed. 1 ditto wounded. Marines. 2 
commiffioned officers, 6 non-commiffioned ditto, 
26 private, landed. 2 private killed. 

America, Captain Samuel PitchTord, 2 commiT- 
fioned officers, 2 petty ditto, 61 Teamen, landed. 
1 Teaman, killed. 4 ditto wounded. Marines. 1 
commiffioned officer, 4 non-commiffioned ditto, 22 
private, landed. 1 private killed. 

Panther, Captain George Ourry, afting cap¬ 
tain. i commiffioned officer, 2 petty ditto, 50 Tea¬ 
men, landed Marines. 1 commiffioned officer, 5 
non-commiffioned ditto, 24 private, landed. 

Argo, Captain Richard King. Marines. 2 
commiffioned officers, 3 non-commiffioned ditto, 
22 private, landed. 

Seahorse, Captain Charles Cathcart Grant. 
Marines. 1 commiffioned officer, 2 non-commiT- 
fioned ditto, 26 private, landed. 

Seaford, Captain John Peighin. Marines. 1 
commiffioned officer, 2 non-commiffioned ditto, 18 
private landed. 2 private killed. 

Officers killed and wounded, &c. belonging to the 

Norfolk, Lieutenant Peter Porter, and Mr. 
White, Turgeon’s Tecond mate, killed. 

Lenox, Thomas Spearing, Tecond lieutenant of 
Marines, wounded. 

Total officers, Teamen, and marines: landed 
1017. killed 17. Wounded 17. 

N. B. The Turgeons, armorers, and other artifi¬ 
cers, are not included in the above account. 

Norfolk, off Cavite, 

October 31, 1762. S. CORNISH.” 

F f 3 General 
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General Draper fent lieutenant colonel Scott, 
with the following letter to the earl of Egremont, 
one of the principal fecretaries of ftate: 

** Manilla, November 2, 1762. 

My Lord, 

IDO myfelf the honor of fending lieutenant co¬ 
lonel Scott, late adjutant general, to inform your 
lordffiip of the fuccefs of his majefty’s arms in the 
conqueft of Manilla, the furrender of the port of 
Cavite, and the ceffion of the Philippine iflands. 

On the 6th of October we took the capital by 
ftorm, after 12 days operation, which are detailed 
in my journal. Our lofs, upon this occafion, would 
have been trifling, but for the death of major Moore, 
a valiant good officer •, and it is with particular fa- 
tisfadlion I can allure your lordlhip, that the firm 
bravery and perfeverance of the troops, could on¬ 
ly be equalled by their humanity after victory. Out 
of refpedt and deference to admiral Cornifh, we 
waited till he came on fhore, and, being defirous to 
fave fo fine a city from deftrudtion, we jointly dic¬ 
tated the annexed conditions to the governor general 
(the archbifhop) and the chief magiftrates, who 
molt readily embraced them. 

Considering their critical fituation, and vaft 
opulence, the terms were as rcafonable for them, as 
beneficial to us. We allow the India company a 
third part of the ranfom, the whole of which amounts 
to a million fterling •, and, according to my inftruc- 
tions, 1 have this day delivered up Manilla, one of 
the richeft cities and iflands in this part of the 
world, with the port of Cavite, to Dawfon Drake, 
Efq-, and the other gentlemen appointed to receive 
them on behalf of the company, with all the artille¬ 
ry, ammunition and warlike ftores found therein, 
agreeable to the inclofed inventories. 


I HAVE 
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I have appointed major Fell of the 79th regi¬ 
ment to be commandant of the garrifon, which 
muftconfift of all the troops brought from Madrafs, 
as the great extent of the place, its very numerous 
inhabitants, and unfettled country, with the im¬ 
portance of the Cavite, demand at leaft this force 
for an effectual fecurity. 

The feafon of the year, and condition of the 
fquadron, oblige us to defer the taking of pofleflion 
of the fubordinate places ceded to the crown, until 
the fhips have had a fufficient repair ; and I have 
the pleafure to acquainc your lordfhip, that the 
large quantity of naval ftores taken in the royal 
magazines at Cavite, fupply molt excellent mate¬ 
rials for this purpofe, in which the admiral is inde¬ 
fatigable, whole zeal for his majefty’s fervice, great 
cordiality, and conftant attention to us during the 
whole courfe of the expedition, and fatiguing pro- 
grefs of the fiege, are beyond all praife. The other 
officers of the fleet exerted themfelves to the utmoft 
upon every occaflon. As a fmall acknowledgment 
of our many obligations to Mr. Kempenfelt, the 
admiral’s captain, I begged his acceptance of the 
government of the citadel and port of Cavite, 
till it was given up to the company •, his prudent 
and excellent regulations there were of infinite utili¬ 
ty to the public fervice. 

The captains Collins, Pitchford and George 
Ourry, who commanded the battalion of feamen, 
behaved with great fpirit and condud; and captain 
Jocelyn, who was encrufted with the care of thedif- 
embarkations, gave us all the affiftance that could 
be wifhed or expeded from a diligent, good officer. 
The marine officers and corps were of great fervice, 
and the leamen aftonifhed us with molt extraordi¬ 
nary proofs of adivity and valor, particularly thofe 
who afiifted at our batteries. 

F f 4 


The 
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The redu&ion of Manilla has been fo much ow¬ 
ing to the confummate fkill and bravery of colonel 
Monfon, that I fear my faint reprefentations can¬ 
not do juftice to his merits, and I mofl humbly beg 
leave, through your lordlhip, to recommend him 
to his majefty, together with the following officers, 
viz lieutenant-colonel Scott, major Barker, who 
commanded our artillery •, captain Fletcher, major 
of brigade ; the engineers, captains Stevenfon and 
Cotsford, and enfign Barnard ; the captains Moore 
and Pemble aids de camp, who have all acted in their 
feveral departments with extraordinary merit, and 
greatly facilitated my good fortune. Both the royal 
and the company’s artillery, with their other troops, 
behaved very well, jin the laft place, may I pre¬ 
fume to point out the fervices of the 79th regiment, 
•which from the good conduCt of their former and 
prefent field officers, has the peculiar merit of har¬ 
ing firft flopped the piogrefs of the French in Jndizk, 
and not a little contributed to the happy turn and 
decifion of that war under colonel Coote, and hag 
fince extended the glory of his majefly’s arms to the 
utmoft verge of Afia. Twenty-three officers, with 
upwards of 800 men, have fallen, in the caufe ctf 
their country, fince the regiment left England: 
numbers of the furvivors are wounded. Your lord- 
fhip’s goodnefs encourages me to mention them as 
obje&s of compaffion arid protection. Captain Flet¬ 
cher has nine colours to lay at his majefty’s feet. 

Proposals made to their excellencies his Britannic 
Majefty’s commanders in chief by fea and land, 
by his excellency the archbifhop, captain-gene¬ 
ral of the Philippine ifiands, the royal audience, 
the city and commerce of Manilla. 

Art. I. THAT their efreCts and pofleffions 
fliall be fecured to them, under the protection of his 

Britannic 
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Britannic majefty, with the fame liberty they have 
heretofore enjoyed. Granted. 

II. That the catholic, apoftolic and Roman re¬ 
ligion, be preferved and maintained in its free ex- 
ercii’e and fun&ions, by its pallors and faithful mi- 
nifters. Granted. 

III. That the families, which are retired into 
the country, may have free liberty to return unmo- 
lelted. Granted. 

IV. That the fame indemnification and liberty 
may extend to perfons of both fexes, inhabitants df 
this city, without any prejudice or moleftation to 
their interior commerce.——They may carry on all 
forts of commerce, as Britilh fubjedls. 

V. Having great confidence in the manners and 
politenefs of their excellencies the Britilh generals, 
hope they willufe their bell endeavors in prelerving 
peace and quietnefs in the city and fuburbs, chaf- 
tifing all people, who lhall dare to oppofe their fu- 
perior orders. Granted. 

VI. That the inhabitants of this city may enjoy 
the fame liberty of commerce as they have had here- 
tofoif, and that they may have proper palfports 

granted them for that end.-Anfwered by the 

fourth article. 

VII. That the fame liberty may be granted to 
the natives of the country, for bringing in all man¬ 
ner of provifions, according to their ufual method, 
without the leatl oppofition or extortion, paying for 
them, in the fame manner as hath been heretofore 
pradlifed.—Granted •, but any perfon coming in 
with any fire arms, or offenfive weapons, will be 
put to death. 

VIIh That the ecclefiaftical government may 
be tolerated, and have free liberty to inftrudt the 
faithful, efpecially the native inhabitants.—They 
mud not attempt to convert any of our royal maf- 
ter’s proteftant fubjedts to the popilh faith. 

IX. That 
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IX. That the ufe and exercife of the ceconomi- 
cal government of the city may remain in its fame 
freedom and liberty.—Granted. 

X. That the authority, as well political as civil, 
may ftill remain in the hands of the royal audience, 
to the end that, by their means, a flop may be put 
to all diforders, and the infolent and guilty be chaf- 
tifed.—To be fubjecl to the fuperior ccntroul of our 
government. 

XL That the Laid minifters and royal officers, 
their perfons and goods, be in full fecurity, be 
maintained in their honors with a ftipend fufficient 
for their fupport, his catholic majefty being anfwer- 
able for the fame; upon thefe conditions the above 
mentioned minifters will be under the protection of 
his Britannic majefty, in the fame manner as the reft: 

of the inhabitants.-His catholic majefty muft 

pay for their fupport. 

XII. That the inhabitants may have free li¬ 
berty to refide within, or out of the city, as fhall 
be molt convenient for them.—Still to be fubjecl 
to the revocation of our government if they find it 
neceffary. • 

Conditions on which the city of Manilla fhall be 
preferved from plunder; and the inhabitants 
maintained in their religion, goods, liberties, and 
properties, under the government and protection 
of his Britannic majefty. 

I. THE Spanifh officers of every rank fhall be 
efteemed as prifoners of war, upon their parole of 
honor, but fhall have the liberty of wearing their 
fwords. The reft of the troops, of every degree 
apd quality, muft be difarmed, and difpofed of as 
we fhall think proper. They fhall be treated with 
humanity. 


II. All 
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II. All the military ftores and magazines, of 

every kind, mull be furrendered, faithfully, to our 
commiffa" : and nothing fecreted or damaged. 

III. His excellency the governor muft lend im¬ 
mediate orders to the fort of Cavite, and the other 
forts under his command, and dependent upon Ma¬ 
nilla, to furrender to his Britannic majefty. 

IV. The proportions, contained in the paper de¬ 
livered on the part of his excellency the governor 
and his council, will be liftened to and confirmed 
to them, upon their payment of four millions of 
dollars-, the half to be paid immediately the other 
half to be paid in a time to be agreed upon, and 
lioftages and fecurity given for that purpole. 

All the iflands (fubordinate toLuconiaand Ma¬ 
nilla its capital, and which are at prefent under the 
dominion of his catholic majefty) muft be ceded to 
his Britannic majefty, who muft be acknowledged 
fovereign till the fate of thefe iflands is decided by 
a peace between the two kings. Their religion, 
goods, liberties, properties, and commerce, lhall 
be preferved ro the inhabitants of thole iflands, who 
are fubjedls of Spain, in as ample a manner as they 
are confirmed to the inhabitants of Manilla, and the 
ifland of Luconia. All the governors and military 
fhall be allowed the honors of war, but give their 
parole, as the officers have done at Manilla and 
Cavite, not to ferve or take up arms againft his 
Britannic majefty. 

S. Cornifh. 

W. Draper. 

Manl. Ant 0 Arzp° de Manilla, 

Gov. y cap. gen. de las Philippinas. 

Franco, Henriquez de Villacourta. 

Manuel Galban y Ventura. 

Frco. Leandro de Viana. 

Dated at Manilla, October 30, 1762.” 

Is 
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In 1739, the Bricifh miniftry intended to fit out 
two fquadrons for two fecret expeditions, which 
would have fome connexion with each other. The 
late lord Anfon was to command one of them, and the 
late.gallan.c captain Cornwall the other. The former 
was to take on board three independant companies 
of one hundred men each, and Bland’s regiment; to 
proceed diredtly to Java-head, and to taxe in water 
there, from whence he was to proceed to the city of 
Manilla: while the latter was to proceed round Cape 
Horn, and pals that way to the Philippines. If that 
plan had been carried into execution, Manilla would 
then have fallen an ea!y conquelt : but the reduc¬ 
tion of that important place, vvhofe returns were 
not lefs than three millions of dollars per annum, 
was referved for the brave general Draper, who be¬ 
gan the expedition with uncommon fpirit, and end¬ 
ed it with immortal honor. His clemency to the 
Spaniards deferved the utmoft gratitude : but they 
molt ungeneroufly evaded the ranfom, and adted on 
the molt dilhonorable terms, as evidently appears, 
by the following extracts of “ colonel Draper’s an- 
fwer to the Spanilh arguments, claiming the gal¬ 
leon, and refuting payment of the ranforri bills, for 
preferving Manilla from deltrudtion.” 

The Spanilh arguments for refufing payment. 

“THE Englifh generals, who made themfelves 
mailers of Manilla, propofed, on the fifth of Oc¬ 
tober 1762, a capitulation to the archbifiiop, who 
adted as governor; by which they promifed to pre- 
ferve the city from pillage, if the governor and 
principal magiltrates would confent to, and fign 
the articles of, the faid capitulation ; which they 
were forced to do, being threatened to be put to 
the fword, in cafe of refufal. 

Notwithstanding this fhameful capitulation, 
extorted and figned by the means of violence and 

rigor. 
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'rigor, general Draper ordered or fullered the city 
to be facked and pillaged, for forty hours, by four 
thoufand Englilh, who plundered it of more than 
a million of dollars. 

Therefore the faid capitulation ought to be 
void, becaufe it was figned by force; and becaufe 
general Draper firft violated and broke the capitu¬ 
lation by permitting the city to be pillaged: con- 
fequently, that capitulation only, which was pro- 
poled by the governor, accepted of and figned by 
admiral Cornilh, and general Draper, upon the fe« 
venth of October, ought to be confidered and re- 
fpeded in this affair. 

The firth article of which grants to the inhabi¬ 
tants of Manilla, the peaceable quiet polfefiion of 
all their effects •, the fourth and fixth grant them the 
liberty of commerce, under the protedion of his 
Britannic majelty.” 

REFUTATION. 

• “ It is a known and univerfal rule of war amongfl: 
the moft civilized nations, that places taken by 
ftorm, without any capitulation, are fubjed: to all 
the miferies that the conquerors may chufe toinflid. 

Manilla was in this horrid fituation ; of confe- 
quence the lives of the inhabitants, with all belong¬ 
ing to them, were entirely at our mercy. But chri- 
llianity, humanity, the dignity of our nation, and 
our own feelings as men, induced us not to exert 
the utmoft rigor of the polfelfion, againft thofe 
wretched fuppliants; although my own fecretary, 
lieutentant Frvar, had been murdered, as he was 
carrying a flag of truce to, the town. The admiral 
and 1 cold the archbilhon and principal magiftrates, 
that we were defimus to lave fo fine a city from de- 
ftruction, ordered them to withdraw, confult, and 
prooofe inch terms of cornpenfation as might fa- 
tisfy the fleet and army, and exempt them from pil¬ 
lage, and its fatal confequences. 


The 
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lion of people, who differed as much in fentiments 
and language, as in drefs and complexion. 

Several hours elapfed, before the principal ma- 
giftrates could be brought to a conference •, during 
that interval, the inhabitants were undoubtedly 
great fufferers. But this violence was antecedent to 
our fettling the terms of the capitulations, and by 
the laws of war, the place, with all its contents, f>e- 
came the unqueftionable property of the captors, 
until a fufficient equivalent was given in lieu of it. 
That feveral robberies were committed, after the 
capitulation was figned, is not to be denied ; for 
avarice, want, and rapacity, are ever infatiable: 
but that the place was pillaged for forty hours, and 
that pillage authorized and permitted by me, is a 
moft falfe and infamous affertion. The people of 
Manilla have impofed upon their court by a repre- 
lentation of facts, which never exifted ; and to 
make fuch a groundlefs charge, the reafon for fet- 
ting afide and evading a folemn capitulation, is a 
proceeding unheard of till now, and as void of de¬ 
cency as common fenfe. 

The following extracts from the public orders 
given out the very day we entered the town, will 
1'ufEciently convince mankind, of my conftant at¬ 
tention to the preservation of thofe ungrateful peo¬ 
ple; who have almoft taught me to believe, that 
humanity and companion are crimes. 

EXTRACTS. 

Odlober 6th, Manilla. 

“ The utmoft order and regularity to be ob- 
ferved. 

All perfons guilty of robberies, or plundering 
the churches and houfes, will be hanged without 
mercy. 

The guards to fend frequent patroles both day 
and night, to prevent all diforders. 


The 
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The drummers to beat to arms, the officers to 
affemble with their men, and call the rolls. 

The adjutants to go round the town, and rake 
an exaCt account of the fafe-guards, polled for the 
protection of the convents, churches and houfes. 

October 7th. 

All the inhabitants of Manilla are to be looked 
upon and treated as his Britannic majefty’s fubjeCts: 
they having agreed to pay four millions of dollars, 
for the ranfom and prefervation of their city and 
effeCts. 

The criminals executed for robbery and facri- 
lege, to be buried at fun-fet.” 


CHAP. III. 


The fecond revolution * in Bengal, in 1760. The 
Soubah end major Carnack defeat the Shah 
Zadda and M. Law, at Guya. The Morat- 

toes defeated by major York.. - The Soubah 

Jaffier Allee Cawn is depofed by the English 
prefidency at Calcutta ; and their particular 
reafons for it. The conduct of governor Vansit- 
tart, Mr. Holwell, and colonel Caillaud on 
that occajion. They place Cossim Allee Cawn on 
the throne ; and grant protection to his father in¬ 
law, the depofed Soubah at Calcutta. 


W HEN Chandernagore was reduced by the 
Engliffi in 1757, M. Law retired at the 
head of a party of French fugitives, which foon in- 
crealed to upwards of two hundred. Their com¬ 
mander threw himfelf into the heart of the Mogul’s 
dominions, and at laft joined the Shah Zaddah-j-, 


* See this volume, p. 252—262. 
Allum Geer, the depofed Mogul. 

Yol. II. G g 


f The eltleft fon of 

who 
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■who entered Bengal at the head of eighty thoufand 
men but was met by the Soubah’s army of eighty 
thoufand men, aflifted by five hundred Europeans, 
commanded by major John Carnack, who left a 
garrifon at Patna, and defeated the enemy at a 
place called Guya, in January 1761, killed eighty 
Frenchmen, and took feven of their officers prifon- 
ers, among whom was M. Law ; after which, the 
Mogul prince retired out of the province, and fo- 
licited the intereft of the Englifh to place him on 
the throne of his depofed father. 

The Morattoes alfo invaded the northern pro¬ 
vinces of Bengal; but they were met and defeated 
by a body of troops under the command of major 
York. 

By thefe means, both the Nabob’s affairs, and 
thofeof the Englifh company, were in great diftrefs, 
when Mr. Vanfutart arrived ro take upon him the 
government at Calcutta, to which he was appointed 
on the return of colonel Clive to England ; after 
whofe abfence affairs took an unprofperous turn, 
which was imputed to the bad conduft of the Sou- 
bah, whom the Englifh therefore depofed, and put 
his fon-in-law on the throne. But as this impor¬ 
tant tranfa&ion has been varioufly related, I fhali 
here undertake to give an impartial reprefentation 
of the whole affair. 

The reafons alledged for dethroning the Soubah 
Jaffier Allee Cawn were in fubftance as follows : 

ift, “ That foon after his advancement, he re- 
folved to reduce that power which raifed him to dig¬ 
nity. 2d, That to effeift this, he afiafiinated or 
banifhed every perfon of importance, whom he fuf- 
pedted in the Englifh intereft. 3d, That he nego- 
ciated with the Dutch to introduce an armament in¬ 
to the provinces to expel the Englifh. 4th, That 
he was guilty of the deepeft deceit and treachery 
towards the Englifh, his benefa&ors and allies, in 

repeated 
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repeated inftances. 5th, That while the Engliffi 
officers and troops were (offering every diftrefs, and 
hazarding their lives, in defence of him, his fon, and 
country, the Engliffi commander in chief was bafely 
and treacheroufly deferted, at three different periods 
by father and fon. 6th, That he meditated a fe- 
parate, fecret treaty with the Shah Zaddah, and of¬ 
fered to facrifice the Engliffi to that prince, yth. 
That the whole term of his government was an uni¬ 
form chain of cruelty, tyranny, and oppreffion. 
8th, That he meditated, and was near carrying in¬ 
to execution, an infamous fecret treaty with the 
Morattoes ; which would have proved the total de- 
llru&ion of the country, if it had not been timely 
prevented. 9th, That he threw every pofllble inter¬ 
ruption in the colledion of the Engliffi tunkas, or 
affignments upon lands. 10th, That he encouraged 
the obftrudions given to the free currency of the 
Engliffi Stccas-, by which thecompany differed heavy 
iofles. nth. That by his cruelties, he had rendered 
it fcandalous for the Engliffi to fupport his tyrannic 
government any longer. 12th, And that by his 
mifcondud, he had brought the affairs of the com¬ 
pany,- as well as his own, into the mod imminent 
danger of being ruined.” 

It was alledged, that each of thefe charges was 
a violation of that treaty * which put Mhir Jaffier 
Aliee Cawn in poffeffion of a government of more 
value than many kingdoms of Europe, fupported 
by the Engliffi at the expence of their blood, until 
it became a fcandal and reproach to their name and 
nation ; of which we have authentic proofs f. 


* See this volume, p. z6o. f See “ An addrefs to the 
proprietors of Eaft-India flock ; fetting forth the unavoidable 
neceffity and real motives for the revolution in Bengal in 
1760.” By John Zephaniah Holwell, Efq; p. 14, 15. 
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The particular inftances of cruelty are the vio¬ 
lent deaths of Coja Haddu and Coffim Allee, two 
general officers; the brother of Surajah Dowla, and 
ail that remained of his family •, which has been at¬ 
tributed to the jealoufy of the Soubah, who feared 
the Engliffi would reftore that family to the throne. 

In Auguft 1760, Henry Vanfittart, Efq; arrived 
at Calcutta, and received the government from Mr. 
Holwell, who alfo delivered him a memorial of the 
abovementioned fadts. 

Major Cailiaud, on the 27th of February 1760, 
wrote a letter from the camp at Shahladapore to go¬ 
vernor Holweil, as follows: “ The more I fee of 
the Nabob, the morel am convinced, that hemult 
be ruined in fpite of all our endeavors, if he doth 
not alter his prefent meafures. He is neither loved 
nor feared by his troops or his people: he neglects 
fecuring the cnc by the badnefs of his payments, 
and he wants ipiric and fteadinefs to command the 
other.” 

On the nth of March, governor Holwell wrote 
from Fort William to major Cailiaud as follows : 
“Thejudgment you have formed of the Nabob is too 
juft: weaknefs, irrefolution, fufpicion, and cruelty, 
form his difpofuion : what but the iflue you predidt, 
can refulc from thefe, when joined to a molt ungra¬ 
cious and infolent demeanor, which has made him 
univerfally hated and defpifed ? Wemuft, however, 
fupport him and his government as long as we pof- 
fibly can, without involving ourfelves and employ¬ 
ers in his ruin.” 

On the 21ft, the governor wrote to Mr. War¬ 
ren Haftings, concerning the Nabob, “ That his 
irrefolution and fupinends, he much feared, would 
prove his deitrudtion at laft.” Fie farther faid, that 
“ he was from good authority informed, the Nabob 
had difpatched a trufty perfon with an abject peti¬ 
tion to the prince, purporting, that on advices reach- 
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ing him, that the Morattoes intended to enter the 
country by the way of Patna, he had lent his fon 
and the major to oppofe them: that it never was 
his intentions to oppofe his majefty’s arms, to whom 
he was an old profefled flave; but, by the evil 
councils of Rajahram Narain, his fon Mhiran and 
the major, had acled contrary to his intentions and 
orders ; and that, if the prince defired it, he was 
ready to furrender himfeif to his pleafure.” 

In anotherletter to captain Spears, dated Calcutta 
the 2 2d of March 1760, Mr. Hoi well fays, “ You 
are not only ever to be on your guard againft a lur- 
prilefrom the enemy, bucalfoagainlf treachery from 
the Nabob himfeif; for which precaution I have 
particular reafons.” 

In alettertoMr. Hugh Watts, dated Fort William 
the 29th of March, governor Holweil obferves, that 
“ The Nabob’s inconfiftenciesand irrefolution conti¬ 
nued very uniform, and would in the end prove his 
ruin, unlefs he had better luck than he deferved.” 

Major Caillaud, in a letter to the prefidency, 
dated camp at Belgafs, April 8th, fays, “ We have 
loft the only opportunity we had; nor indeed can 
we expeft much to improve opportunities, while we 
have to do with men, who are as ignorant as obfti- 
nate, and whofe troops are under no order or com¬ 
mand.” 

On the 15th, Mr. Holweil wrote to the major, 
that “ He moft heartily pitied the embarraficd fitua- 
tion he rnuft neceiTarily be in, with people who 
manifefted themfelves unworthy that government 
they had ufurped. That he muft confefs, the Na¬ 
bob’s whole condudl appeared to him much more 
myfterious than that of the prince-, circumftanced 
as he was, he muft plan various fchem.es, and from 
the nature of things, his councils muft be attended 
with much confufion and irrefolution. That theNa- 
bob’sbackwardnefs toengage him appeared abfolutely 
G g 3 unac- 
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unaccountable, unlefs it arofe from fome fecret ne- 
gociations, which it was pofiible he might be carry¬ 
ing on with the pr.nce to make his own peace at the 
expence of his friends.” He adds, “ I fhould not 
think myfelf juftified in this conjecture, nor have 
given credit fo readily to the petition fent by him to 
the prince, did I not know him capable of any thing 

ever fo unworthy and treacherous.-The parts 

aCted by both the old and young Nabob, in the re¬ 
cent conteft with the Dutch, ought ever to awaken 
our apprehenfions, and urge being on our guard 
againit the politics of an Indoftan Durbar-, the more 
eipecially, as we fee the party round the Nabob, 
who we know would cut our throats if they could, 
obtain every day more power and influence over his 
councils : men, who being raifed as he himfelf was, 
from the dirt, can never vary the complexion of 
their groveling genius.” 

Major Caillaud wrote to governor Holwell, from 
the camp at Dignagur on the fame day, as follows : 
“ It is a very unfortunate circumftance that we 
have to do with a weak man, who neither from 
principle nor merit deferves the dignity of the fta- 
tion in which we have put him, and in which he 
would not remain twenty-four hours, if we were to 
withdraw our protection from him, and on which 
he fo much depends, that I am obliged to give him 
a guard of fepoys for the fafety of his perfon ; it 
doth not appear to me, however, in juftice or in rea- 
fon, that we ought to fupport him in the purfuit of 
unjuftifiable meafures; fuch as he follows in regard 
to not difcharging the vaft arrears due to his troops, 
who ro a man have publicly declared, they will not 
draw their lwords in his caufe, and that only their 
fears of us prevent their ufing them againii him. 
The confequence will be, as to his part, that while 
he is not afraid of his head, he never will fatisfy 
them ; and to us, that though we may protect him 

from 
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from immediate danger to his perfon, we muft re- 
linquifh the hopes of feeing the country free from 
troubles, while he keeps a body of troops that he 
will not pay regularly, and over whom he confe- 
quently hath no command. This rotten fyftem ftill 
we might in feme meafure fupport, were we always 
allured none but the country powers would difturb 
us: but it is more than probable, that the French 
or Dutch, if not both, may renew their attempts 
to be concerned -, and with much more probability 
of fuccefs from the diffracted Hate of the country, 
while the Nabob continues to govern it fo ill.” 

On the 22d, governor Holwell wrote to major 
Caillaud, “ That fomething muft be done, and 
foon, to recover the currency of the trade of the 
provinces, or the company muft be loft ; the fale of 
their woollen goods was totally obftru&ed j their 
inveftments in confequence of this, and the una¬ 
voidable ftoppage of the tunkas wholly ar a ftand, 
and not more than a lack and half in the treafury.” 

Mr. Holwell, on the 13th of June, wrote from 
Calcutta to Mr. Warren Haftings in the following 
words : “ By exprefs yefterday from Dacca, we have 
advice, that the Soubah has taken off Allyverdee and 
Shaw Amet Khans Begums *. He lent a Jammat- 
daar and 100 horfe, with orders to Jefferaut Khan 
to carry this bloody fcheme into execution, with le- 
parate orders to the Jammat-daar, in cafe Jefferaut 
Khan refufed obedience : he refufed a&ing any part 
in the tragedy, and left it to the other; who car¬ 
ried them out by night about two miles above the 
city in a boat, tied weights to their legs, and threw 
them overboard : they ftruggled forfome time, and 
held by the gunwall of the boat, but by ftrokes on 
their heads with latties, and cutting of their hands. 


* Princeffes. 

G g 4 
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they funk.—Thefe are the ads of the tyger we are 
fupporting and fighting for.” 

Mr. Hastings, on the 21ft, wrote from Ma- 
raud-baag to governor Holwell, as follows : “ The 
relation tranfmitted to me in your letter of the 13th 
of the murder of the two Begums, filled me with 
horror and aftonifhment; but how were thofe fenfa- 
tions increafed, when upon inquiry I was told, that 
not only the two wretched fufferers abovementioned, 
but the whole family, to the number of nine per- 
fons, had undergone the fame fate —I have hitherto 
been generally an advocate for the Nabob, whofe 
extortions and opprefilons I imputed to the neceffity 
of the times, and want of oeconomy in his revenues; 
but if this charge againft him be true, no argument 
can excufe or palliate fo atrocious and complicated 
a villainy, nor our fupporting fuch a tyrant.” 

Subsequent advices brought the true ftate of 
thefe terrible murders, as follows: Goffeta Begum, 
widow of Shaw Amet Jung; Emna Begum, mo¬ 
ther to the Nabob Surajud Dowla, and widow to 
Geynde Amet Khan; Morad Dowla, the fon of 
Patlha Kooly Khan, adopted by the Shaw Amet 
Jung; Lutfen Neffa Begum, widow of Surajud 
Dowla *, and her infant daughters by that Nabob : 
Thefe unhappy fufferers perifhed all in one night at 
Dacca, in the manner mentioned bji Mr. Holwell, 
with about twenty of their women of inferior note; 
but it was laid Alleverdy Khan’s Begum by fome 
means efcaped this maffacre of her whole family. 
A conceived though groundlel's jealoufy of Morad 
Dowla’s making his efcape from his confinement in 
D acca, was the caufe of this infernal carnage; to 
which may be added the murder of Abdel Ohab 
Khan, and Yar Mahomet; the former was’ way- 


* See this volume, p. Z38. 362. 
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laid and murdered, by the Soubah’s order, on the 
Ramna, on pretence of a confpiracy, in March 
1760 ; and the latter, a favorite of Surajah Dowla, 
was affaffinated in prefence of Mhiran, in April 
following. 

On the 24th of May, governor Holwell wrote to 
major Caillaud as follows: “ Hitherto our conduct 
in fupporting the Soubah’s government can hardly 
be vindicated to our employers, the more efpecially 
fince his flagrant and known breach of the treaty * 
laft year, not only by his invitation of the Dutch 
forces from Batavia, but by his fhameful and in- 
fincere conduit and dealing with us after their ar¬ 
rival, and to this hour refpecting that people •, the 
weaknefs and inconfiftency of his whole politics dur¬ 
ing the courfe of this campaign, joined to the re¬ 
peated cruelties, murders, and oppreflions, daily 
committed by him or his fon on individuals ; the 
univerfal deteftation of his government throughout 
the provinces •, the obvious certainty of thefe trou¬ 
bles in the country continuing without interruption, 
whilft this family exifts at the head of it: all thefe, 
with many other confiderations, demonftrates we 
cannot longer, confident with what we owe to the 
company, to natural juftice, and propriety, and to 
the Englifh name, fupport a fyftem of ufurpation 
and tyranny, which reflects difhonor on it, and 
muft, if perlifted in, involve our honorable employ¬ 
ers and our colony in a fpeedy ruin.—The more we 
fee of this government, the more is verified your 
own juft obfervation at your firft knowledge of it, 
that it is rotten to the core : what then can be ex- 
pedted from a fyftem rotten to the very heart of it, 
in every fenfe ? Ruin muft attend the family, in 
fpite of our efforts to fave them; and we muft as 


* See this volume, p.260. 
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afiuredly be partakers in a greater or lefs degree 
thereof, to fay nothing of our drawing our fword in 
fupport of fuch a fyilem, againft the legal, though 
unfortunate prince of the country, from whom e- 
very advantage and emolument we can wifh for the 
company, is tendered to us, without limitation.” 

Major Caiilaud wrote from the camp at Balkif- 
fen’s gardens to governor Holwell at Calcutta, on 
the 29th of May, as follows : “ No new revolution 
can take place without a certainty of troubles ; and 
a revolution will certainly be the confequenee, when¬ 
ever we withdraw our protection from the Soubah: 
we cannot in prudence neither leave this revolution 
to chance ; we muft in fome degree be inftrumental 
to bringing it about. In fuch a cafe, it is very pof- 
fible we may raife a man to the dignity juft as unfit 
to govern, as little to be depended upon, and in 
Ihort, as great a rogue as our Nabob; but perhaps 
not fo great a coward, nor fo great a fool, and of 
confequenee much more difficult to manage. As 
to the injuftice of lupporting this man, on account 
of his cruelties, oppreffions, and his being detelfed 
in his government, I fee fo little chance, in this 
blefled country, of finding a .man endued with the 
oppofite virtues, that l think, we may put up with 
thefe vices, with which we have no concern, if in 
other matters we find him fitteft for our purpofe.— 
You have, no doubt, received advice from Mr. 
Haftings, that Abdallah hath fent orders to the 
feveral powers, to acknowledge the prince as king 
of lndoftan, by the name of Shaw Allum : rupees 
are ftruck by his order at Banarras and Lucknow, 
in that name: orders are alfo given to Sujah Dow- 
]att, to accept the poft. of vizier; and our Nabob 
hath got, it is faid, inftrudtions to acknowledge 
him, and pay him the obeifance due to the king of 
kings, as he is ftiled.” The major then adds, 
** You are well acquainted with the caufe which 

firft 
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firft gave rife to the prelent ftiare of influence which 
we enjoy in this part of the Mogul’s empire ; a juft 
refentment for injuries received, was the firft mo¬ 
tive that induced us to make a trial of our ftrength: 
the eafe with which we fucceeded enlarged our 
views, and made us chearfully embrace all oppor¬ 
tunities of increafing that intereft and influence, 
both on account of the advantages which accrued 
from it to the honorable company, as likewife the 
hopes that it might in time prove a fource of benefit 
and riches to our country. Such were, I believe, 
the motives of colonel Clive’s adtions during his ad- 
miniftration: fuch, I believe, were the views of 
the honorable company, when they l'olicited and 
obtained colonel Coote’s regiment from the govern¬ 
ment ; and fuch, I am certain, is the plan which 
the colonel propofes, on his return, to purfue and 
to fupport, in hopes to convince the miniftry and 
the company, as he is convinced himfelf, that if 
they pleafe to fupport his projedt, it will prove of 
the greateft advantage to the public.” 

Governor Holwell, on the 14th of June, wrote 
to major Caillaud, that “ the country would never 
be in a fettled, peaceful ftate, while the Nabob’s 
family continued at the head of it:—but if matters 
fhould chance to come into treaty, a ratification of 
colonel Clive’s jagier muft not be forgot.” 

Mr. Holwell alfo wrote to Mr. .-mya-t, that 
“ they could not be too much upon their guard a- 
gainft the government, at that very critical period ; 
for he perti.dtly knew it capable of the moll fuperla- 
tive baienefs and treachery.” 

Captain Knox obtained fome advantage over 
Caudim Hoflein Khan ; after which major Caillaud 
eroded the river with the Nabob, and went in full 
purfuit of the fame enemy for feverai days. En¬ 
cumbered by his treafure, and a great quantity of 
baggage, Caudim Hoflein was much impeded in 

his 
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his retreat, and retired fo flow, that the major, on 
the 26th of June, was in fight of his rear-guard, 
near Paunch-ruckee. Caudim Hoflfein then ftruck 
his camp, wherein he left twelve pieces of cannon, 
and continued on his way until he came to the ex¬ 
tremity of a large plain, bordered by a thick grove, 
and fome villages, which covered part of his troops; 
where he made a halt, and drew up his cannon. The 
Englifh did the fame upon the plain, and a mutual 
cannonading enfued. Previous to this, major Cail- 
laud fent repeated mefiages to the Nabob, who re¬ 
mained a confiderable diftance in the rear, imme¬ 
diately to difpatch a body of cavalry, to flop the 
enemy and keep them in play, and not fuffer fo fair 
an occafion to be irretrievably loft; urging how 
impofiible it was for men on foot, fatigued with a 
long march, to attempt to purfue horfe. Bur. the 
Nabob continued deaf to the major’s remonftrances; 
and, inftead of fending him the lead afliftance, 
formed his troops above a mile in the rear, and there 
waited looking on until the enemy quitted the field. 
From the commencement of the cannonading until 
the firing ceafed, it was about four hours ; but lit¬ 
tle execution was done on either fide. The enemy 
appeared twice in a large body, coming down upon 
the Englifh; but, on their advancing, immediately 
retreated. They were drove from the villages, and 
abandoned feven more pieces of cannon, and as 
many camels loaded with rockets. During the ac¬ 
tion, which probably was a feint, the enemy found 
means to unload all their hackeries of their treafure, 
Genanah, and other valuable effefts, and to place 
them upon camels and elephants, with which they 
went off, having alfo left all their empty hackeries 
behind them. Nothing could induce the Nabob, 
even after all was over, to fend a body of horfe to 
intercept them in their retreat, which might have 
been effected with little hazard. 


Governor 



THE EAST-INDIES. 4 6r 

Governor Holwell, on the ift of July, wrote 
to Mr. Amyatt as follows : “ No money, no goods, 
no credit even with that government we arefupport- 
ing ; which on the contrary, in place of advancing, 
in this diftrefied ftate of our affairs, obltrubts and 
embarrafles us on every occafion, in the colleftiorx 
of the tunckas which are our due, and is capable 
of refufing us a perwannah for a year or two’s chi- 
nam to finifh our new works. To form to you a 
compleat idea of Mahomet Jaffier Aly Khan, he is 
now, at this very jundture, whiill we are rifking 
our own throats to lave h;s, in lecret negociation 
with the Morattoes, to introduce a body of 25 or 
30,000 of them into the provinces : and he has a- 
greed to pay them twelve lack in three months.” 

The young Nabob Mhiran was fuddenly killed 
in his tent by a flafh of lightning •, which it was 
thought would occafion commotions in the pro¬ 
vinces. Governor Holwell paid every cuftomary 
compliment to the memory of that prince at Calcut¬ 
ta ; luch as minute guns, and colors of the fort and 
fhips hoifted half malt. He a!fo wrote a letter of 
condolance to the old Nabob, whom he advifed 
“ to throw himfelf into the arms of Mhir Cofiim 
Aly Khan and RoyDoolub; and difmifs from his 
councils thofe two vipers, Aga Salah of Cuttock, 
and Rajah Bullob, as well as that infamous inftru- 
ment of his cruelties, Chuccon.” 

Such was the fituation of affairs when Mr. Van- 
fittart arrived at Calcutta, and received the govern¬ 
ment from Mr. Holwell, who gave him a full 
knowledge of the fituation of the provinces, and the 
ftate of the company’s affairs. The relult was, a 
declaration from governor Vanfittart, that one or 
other of Mr. Holwell’s plans muft be purfued, with¬ 
out lofs of time, to fave the country and company 
from impending ruin. Colonel Caillaud was imme¬ 
diately ordered fiorn Patna to join their councils : 

and 
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and Mr. Holwell received frequent letters from 
Mhir Mahomet Cofiim Aly Khan *, containing the 
ilrongeft profeffions and affurances in favor of the 
company, if by their fupport, he was promoted to 
the fucceffion of Dewannee, and other polls enjoyed 
by the late Chuta Nabob, his brother-in-law. 

Cossim Aly Kkan obtained permiflion from the 
Nabob to come to Calcutta, where he arrived on 
the zeth ot September, and had a conference with 
Mr. Holwell on the 25th, when he dil'covered his 
views were more excenlive than had been imagined. 
He urged the repeated treacherous conduft of the 
Soubah, and the late young Nabob to the Englilh, 
who had been not only their creators, but their fup¬ 
port and prefervers j expatiated on their cruelties 
and murders, and the univerlal abhorrence of the 
people againft the Soubah and his houfe; dwelt much 
on his perfonal ingratitude to himfelf, in two at¬ 
tempts which he had made on his life, at the inftiga- 
tion of the late young Nabob ; exclaimed againft the 
fecret regociation he had carried on with the Shah 
Zadda and the Dutch •, communicated the private or¬ 
ders he had received from the Soubah, when he was 
lentdown againft the Dutch, to favor them, in contra¬ 
diction to the public ones, tranfmitted by the Soubah 
at that time to Mr. Holwell : doling the introduc¬ 
tion with faying, that the Soubah was incapable of 
government ; that no faith or truft could be put in 
him ; and that, if he was not taken off, it would 
never be in his power to render the company thofe 
fervices which he had fo much at heart. 

Mr. Holwell expreffed much aftonilhment and 
abhorrence at the overture, and replied, that howe¬ 
ver little the Soubah deferved confideration, yet the 
honor of the company, and the Englilh name, for¬ 
bid their hearkening to any attempts againft his life 

* Or Meer Mahomed Coflim Allee Cawn. 

or 
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or dignity. Coffim Aly Khan aequiefced with evi¬ 
dent diffadsfaction of countenance ; and only add¬ 
ed, that as he had no fopport but the Englifh, he 
mud fubmit to their meafures : however, they at 
laft agreed upon the following articles *. 

I. “ That Coffim Aly Khan fhall be inverted 
with the Dewannee, be declared Chuta Nabob, and 
fucceflbr in the Soubafhip to Mhir Jaffier Aiy Khan, 
and enjoy all the ports pofleffed by the late young 
Nabob.—II. That all ads of the government ffiali 
run under the feals of, and in the name of, Mhir 
Jaffier Aly Khan: but the executive power lhould 
reft in Coffim Aly Khan ; the dignity of the Souba 
to remain inviolable in the perfon of the former, 
with an allowance of one lack of rupees a month, 
for the fupport of his houlhold and expences. ——* 
III. That Coffim Aly Khan fhall pay and make 
good the balance of the tunica’s, as lately adjufted 
with Omid Roy, on the part of Jaffier Aly Khan. 
—IV. That the company fhall keep up a Handing 
force, for the defence of the government and pro¬ 
vinces, confiding of eight thouiand fepoys, two thou- 
fand European foot, two thoufand country cavalry, 
and five hundred European horle.—V. That to en¬ 
able the company to keep up the above (landing 
force, the countries of Burdomaan, Midnapore,Chit- 
tygang, and half the annual produce of theChinam 
at Sillet, fhall be ceded to the company in perpetuity.” 

The above five articles contained the full tenor 
andeflentials of the treaty : but a fixth article, prefied 
by Mr. Holwell, “ That Coffim Aly Khan lhould 
concur with the Englirti in acknowledging the 
rights of the Shah Zaddah to the throne of Indof- 


* There were none prefent bat Coffim Aly Khan, his 
friend Coja Pertuie, his head Moonfhe, or Periian i'ecretary, 
and Mr. Holwell. 

tan,” 
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tan,” was left dormant, and to be adjufted as fu¬ 
ture events fhould point out. 

These articles were unanimoufiy approved of by 
the committee, and the treaty was interchangeably 
figned, on the 27th of September, by them on the 
one part, and by Mahomet Coffim Aly Khan Ba- 
hader on the other. On the 28th, he made an en¬ 
tertainment for the governor and council, and the 
next day returned to the Nabob. The fame morn¬ 
ing, Mr. Holwell took his leave of the board, and 
refigned the fervice. 

Major York marched a few days after, at the 
head of two hundred Europeans, four cannon, and 
fix hundred fepcys, that he might be near enough 
to protedl Coffim Aly Khan, if there ffiould be oc- 
cafion. Governor Vanfittart and colonel Caillaud 
followed foon after, and arrived at the city with 
the detachment, which took up their quarters at 
Moradbaag, on the oppofite fide of the river to 
Moorffiedabad, where the Nabob, on the 18th of 
O&ober, paid a vifit to governor Vanfittart, who 
reprefented to him, “ the bad management of his 
minifters*, the naileries and univerfal diflaflfe&ion 
of the country, and the defperate ftate of his, as 
well as the company’s affairs.” 

The Nabob feemed much affected ; and, at laft, 
confeffed himfelf, through age and grief for the late 
lofs of his fon, incapable of itruggling alone againft 
fo many difficulties. He defired time to confult 
with his friends, which was granted •, but he made 
a badufe of it; which determined governor Vanfit¬ 
tart immediately to a£t upon the Nabob’s fears. 


* Thefe were Iveenoorr.m, Monilot, and Chuccon, all of low 
birth, and the two firft menial fervants of the Nabob, before 
hecame to the Soubahlhip : thefe managed fo, as to engage hint 
continually in idle or vicious amufements, keeping him by 
that means in utter ignorance of his affairs, and in a Hate of 
indifference as to their iuccefi. 


There 



THE EAST-INDIES. 4" 

There could not be a better opportunity, than 
that the night of the 19th afforded, it being tkecon- 
clufion of the gentoo feai't, when all the principal 
people of that call would be fatigued with their ce¬ 
remonies. Accordingly, governor Vanfittart agreed 
with major Caillaud, that he fhoidd crols the river 
with the detachment, between three and four in the 
morning; and having joined Colum Aiy Khan and 
his people, march to the Nabob’s palace, and fur- 
round it juit at day break, being extremely de- 
firous to prevent any disturbance or bloodfhed. 

The governor wrote a letter to the Nabob, which 
the colonel was to lend in to him at a time as he 
fhould think molt expedient. Meafures were alio 
taken to feize the perlons of the three unworthy mi- 
niiders, and place CofTim Aly Khan in the full ma¬ 
nagement of all the affairs, in quality cf deputy and 
fucceflor to the Nabob. The necelfary preparations 
being accordingly made with ail the care and fecrecy 
poffible, the colonel embarked with the troops ; 
joined Goffim Aly Khan without any alarm, and 
marched into the court-yard of the palace jiut at the 
proper inftant. The gates of the inner-court being 
fhut, the colonel formed his men without, and lenn 
smvernor Vanfittart’s letter to the Nabob, who was 
at firft in a great rage, and long threatened he would 
make what refiftance he could, and take lus late. 

Colonel Caillaud foibore all acls of hoftilitv, and 
feveral melfages palled between him and the Nabob. 
The affair remained in this doubtful Rate about two 
hours, when the Nabob lent a mellage to Coflim 
Aly Khan, informing him, “ He was ready to lend 
him the feals and all the enfigns of dignity, and to 
order the Nobut to be ltruck up in his name ; pro¬ 
vided he would agree to take the whole charge or 
government' upon him, to ciloharge ail tne arrea: s 
due to the troops, to pay the ufual revenues to the 
king, to fave his life and honor, and give him an 
allowance fufHcient fur his maintenance.” 

Vol. II. H h All 
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All thefe conditions being agreed to, Cofiitn 
Aly Khan was proclaimed, and the old Nabob came 
out to the colonel, declaring, he depended upon 
him for his life. The troops then took poffefiion of 
all the gates; and notice being fent to governor 
"Vanfittart, he immediately repaired to the palace, 
and was met in the gate-way by the old Nabob, 
who afked, “ if hisperlon was fafe ?” Which feem- 
ed then to be all his concern. Governor Vanfittart 
told him, “ that not only his perfon was fafe, but 
his government too, if he pleafed, of which it was 
never intended to deprive him.” The Nabob an- 
fwered, “ that he had no more- bufmefs at the city j 
that he fliould be in continual danger from Coffim 
Aly Khan ; and that if he was permitted to go and 
live at Calcutta, he fhould be extremely happy and 
contented/’ 

Though governor Vanfittart could not help la¬ 
menting this fudden fall of the Nabob, he was not 
forry for this propofal, as he knew affairs would be 
much better managed without him ; and his retain¬ 
ing the leaft Ihare of authority could not fail to 
eaufe fuch perplexities as might prove of fatal con- 
fcquence. 

Cossim Aly Khan, or Aliee Cawn, was accord¬ 
ingly feated on the Mulnud, or throne, and gover¬ 
nor Vanfittart congratulated him in the ufual form. 
All the Jemmadars and perfons of diftindfion at the 
city, came immediately to make their acknowledg¬ 
ments to the new Soubah ; and in the evening every 
thing was as perfectly quiet, as if no change had 
happened. The people feemed much pleafed with the 
revolution, which had this peculiar felicity attend¬ 
ing it, that it was brought about without the leaft 
difturbance in town, or a drop of blood fpilt. 

The old Nabob did not think himfelf fafe for 
one night in the city ; l'o that his fucceflor fupplied 
him with boats, and permitted him to take away 
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as many of his women as he defired, which he did 
to the number of about fixty, with a reafonable 
quantity of jewels. Governor Vanfittart furnilhed 
him with a itrong efcort of Europeans and fepoys, 
and intended to lodge him at Heerajeel ; but he 
would not trull himfelf there, and beaded he mishc 
deep in his boats, which was granted. The next 
day, he was vifited by governor Vanfittart and co¬ 
lonel Caillaud, when he appeared eafy, and recon¬ 
ciled to the lois of a power, which he owned to be 
rather a burthen than pleafure, and too much for 
his abilities to manage, fince the death of his fon : 
in fadt, the enjoyment of the remainder of his days 
in fecurity, under the Engiifh protection, feemed 
to be the chief objedt of his wilhes. 

On the morning of the 2 2d, he let out for Cal¬ 
cutta, and arrived there on the 29th, when he was 
met by a deputation from the council, and treat¬ 
ed with every mark of refpedt due to his former 
dignity. 


CHAP. IV. 

The condutt of the new Soubah Cossim Allee Cawn : 
his ingratitude and cruelty to the English, nbnb 
occaftons a war between them in 1763 .—The Eng- 
lifn army, commanded by major Adams, take Ml'Xa- 
dabad, and reinjiate Jaffier Allee Cawn 
on the throne. Major Adams defeats the army of 
Cofiim Allee Cawn at Sooty : he takes Raja- 

moul and Mongheer. - The horridmaffacre of 

the Englifii gentlemen at Patna, and other places, 
by orders from Coffim Allee Cawn .—Major Adams 
takes Patna; and Coffim Allee joins the Shah 
Zadda, who is defeated by major Monro at 
B’jxar .■ —Lord Clive embarks again from Eng¬ 
land to rcaffume the command in Bengal. —The 
El h 2 articles 
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articles of the general and definitive treaty of peace, 
concluded at Par. is the i oth of February 1763, fa 
far as they concern the Engiifh East India com¬ 
pany, and the fate of affairs in India. Conclu¬ 
sion. 

T HUS Jaffier Allee Cawn, whom the Engiifh. 

had placed on the throne of Bengal in 1757 *, 
was depoled by them in 1760, and his fon-in-law 
Coffim Allee Cawn +, promoted to that dignity. 
The old Nabob was protected by the prefidency at 
Calcutta •, while they permitted his fucceffor to re¬ 
concile himfelf to the Shah Zadda, who had been 
declared Mogul emperor, by the name of Shah Al- 
lum ; foon after which, a perfect tranquility was 
reftored throughout the three provinces of Bahar, 
Bengal, and Orixa. 

The new Soubab was a man of more fenfe, cun¬ 
ning, and courage than his father-in-law. He ced¬ 
ed a large traft of land to the Engiifh company, 
worth no lefs than the fum of feven hundred thou- 
fand pounds a year J •, to which may be added feven- 
ty thoufand pounds more for the Zemindaries of Cal¬ 
cutta and of the twenty-fourth Purgunnah. How¬ 
ever, he knew from experience, what diftrefs his 
predeceiTor had been thrown into, by the Engiifh. 
privilege of carrying on the inland trade, without be¬ 
ing iubjedt to any duties, and by the extenfive ufe 
they had made of that privilege : therefore, from the 
moment he was fct on the Mufnud, he relolved to 
put an end to it; but he forelaw that he could not 
do this without coming to an open breach with the 
Engiifh, for which reafon he would not attempt it, 
until he had provided for his defence. 


* See this volume, p. 75Z. 259. 262. f Or Mir Mak 
joud Coffim Khan Bahadie. .j; See this volume, p. 260. 


For 
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For this purpofe, as foon as the peace of his 
country was eftablifhed, he removed the feat of his 
government from Muxadabad to Mongheer, near 
two hundred miles up the river, that the Englilh 
might not be perpetual eye-wicnefles to his prepara¬ 
tions. Here he began to fortify the town with the 
utmoft expedition : he fet many of his people to 
work in making fire-locks inftead of match-locks, 
which they had always before made ufe of; and in 
preparing a field artillery, according to the Englilh 
model. He alfo took as many of the Englilh ie- 
poys into his fervice as he could meet with, and em¬ 
ployed them in teaching his people the European 
military dilcipline for infantry, which experience 
among them, and his own good fenfe, had fhewn 
him to be of much more fervice in war than caval¬ 
ry. He completed the fortifications of Patna, on the 
fide of the Englilh factory: and laftly, on feme 
pretence or other, he had cut off or imprifoned eve¬ 
ry grandee in his dominions, that had llrewn any 
warm affedticn. for the Englilh. 

As the Sm. bah met with no oppofition, nor fo 
much as a remonftrance, againft his preparing for 
war in the time of profound peace, and as theEng- 
glifh had difbanded molt of their fepoys before the 
end of 1762, he thought himielf in a condition not 
to fear any thing the Englilh could do againft him : 
therefore he began to carry his defign againft their 
freedom of trade into execution, by flopping their 
people’s goods at the barriers, and infilling upon 
their paying the cuftomary duties. 

Governor Vanfittart and Mr. Haftings went to 
Mongheer, to have a conference with the Soubah, 
to obtain redrefs, and fettle regulations of trade for 
the future. A temporary redrefs was agreed upon ; 
and the Englilh gentlemen returned to Calcutta : 
but, in January 17 63, the Nabob began to exact 
duties at Dacca and other Englilh factories, which 
H h ] gave 
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gave theErsgliffi a great alarm, and obliged them to 

cppofe the Nabob they had fo lately made. 

Thus another war was commenced between the 
Engliih prefidency of Calcutta and the new Nabob 
of Bengal •, while a general and definitive treaty of 
peace was concluded in Europe, between the crowns 
ot Great Britain and France, on the 10th of Fe¬ 
bruary 1763. The following is a brief and authen¬ 
tic recapitulation of the principal tranfadfions be¬ 
tween the company’s officers and the new Soubah *. 

How- 


* Bv the (hip Royal George, which arrived at Spithead from 
Bergal on the lit of Apr:! 176.1, the court of direttors receiv¬ 
ed letters from that prefidency to the following purport. 

“ The difputes between the company’s fervants there and the 
icigning Nabob Collim Aly Cawn, had been produflive of 
fuch animofities and jealouiies on thepaitof the latter, that 
it was judged highly neccffary to ule every means to allay 
them ; for this purpose Meffrs. Amyatt and Hay, two gentle¬ 
men of the council, were deputed to wait upon the Nabob, 
with infractions to endeavour to adjust the differences in an 
amicable manner. They acco.dinglv arrived atMongheer, the 
place of his residence, on the lath of May 1763, and had many 
conferences with him, in which he evidently fhewed a great 
sverfenefs to an accommodation, upon the terms offered to 
him. About this time a fupplv of 5C0 (lands of arms going 
to Patna was (lopped by the Nabob’s officers, and other adls 
of hotlility were committed ; and affairs being come to an ex¬ 
tremity, a war with Coffin Aly' was unavoidable. Mellrs. 
Amyatt and Hay were re-called, and meafures were taken at 
the prefidency to carry it on in she moll effectual manner.—— 
Mi. Amyatt having taken leave of the Nabob the 24th of 
June, and received the u.ual pall'ports, he fet out in boats for. 
Calcutta, accompanied with Mefffr. Amphlett, Wollalton and 
llutchinfcn, lieutenants Jones, Gordon and Cooper, and 
doftor Crooke, (Mr. Hay and Guidon remaining with the- 
Nabob as hollages.) As the boats were paffing the city of 
Moorthedabad, they were attacked on the 3d of [uly, by a 
number of troops affembled for that purpose on both fides the 
nver, and feme of the gentlemen were killed in the boats. 
Mr. .Amyatt immediately landed with a few fepoys, whom he 
forbid to fi - e, and endeavoured to make the enemy’s troops 
underlined that ne was furnished with the Nabob’s paffports, 
ana had t.o design 01 committing any hostilities ; but the ene- 
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However, Coffim AlleeCawn ftill continued the 
war, in which he was affifled by the Shah Zadda, 
and committed as horrid acts of cruelty on the 
Englilh gentlemen as the Nabob Surajad Dowla 
H h 4 had 


my’shorfe advancing, fome of the fepoys fired, notwithftanrf- 
ing Mr. Amyatt’s orders, and a general confufion enfuing, 
that gentleman, and moil of the fmall party who were with 
him, were cut to pieces. 

Mr. Ellis and his council at Patna having, with the appro¬ 
bation of captain Carllairs, agreed to attack that city early in 
the morning of the 25th of June, it was accordingly executed 
and carried. They were in entire pofleffion of the city for 
four houis, the Moorifh governor and moil of his people hav¬ 
ing fled as far as Tutwa. He there came to a refolution to 
return and attempt to regain the city, and having got in at 
the water-fide gate of the fort, he fucceeded in difpofltlling 
our troops, owing to the fepoys and Europeans being molily 
difperfed in plundering. Upon their retiring into the factory, 
on account of this diipiritednefs of the men, and a great de- 
fertion among the fepoys, it was found imprafticable to make 
any Hand there, and a refolution was therefore taken to pio- 
ceed to Sujah Dowla’s country. They accordingly croflcd the 
river, the z6th in the evening, and met with no obftruiftion 
until they pafled Churpa. They were attacked on the 30th 
by the Phoufdar, with about 2000 men ; whom they cafily 
routed ; but he being that evening joined from Budgepore 
with four or five hundred fepoys, and five or fix field-pieces, 
he attacked the party on the next evening, the 1 ft of July, 
and entirely routed them, the Europeans having quitted their 
ranks at the firll onfet. In the whole there were about 50 Eu¬ 
ropeans killed, arid about eight or nine officers, among the 
lait captain Carllairs, who was killed by a cannon ball in the 
morning of the ill. On the 2d, Mr. Ellis, with the officers 
and private men were taken prifoners, and all of them con¬ 
duced to Mongheer, excepting captain Wili'on, enfigns Mac- 
hay and Armllrong, Mr. Ancerfon, furgeon, and Mr. Peter 
Campb.il, who then remained prifoners at Patna. 

This misfortune appears to have been owing to an unfortu¬ 
nate inattention in not reflraining the troops from plunder, af¬ 
ter they had pofl’effed themfelvesof the city. 

Upon thei’e and other acts of hostility, againft feveial of the 
company’s Settlements, committed by Collim Aly, it was de¬ 
termined to declare war again!! him, and to rellore the Earner 
Nabob, Meer Jaflier, to the Subahlhip, upon his entering : ivo 
a new treaty with the company. War was accordingly >'e- 
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had done in 1756 *: buc as yet he has not been To 
juitiy and feverely punifhed j. 

The 


flared, ana an advantageous treaty was concluded ; the mod 
material articles u hereof were, a confirmation of his former 
treaty *, and aifo of the provinces of Burdivan, Midnapore 
and Chittagong, granted by the late Nabob Coffim Aly. — - 
Engaging to give thirty lacks of rupees to defray the expences 
ar.ct lofs accruing to the company from the war, and engaging 
zl'.o to reimburfe the amount of private perfons Ioffes. 

Meer Jaffier fet out a few days after to join the army under 
major Adams,which was then on its march towards Moorlheda- 
bad. The firtl action which happened was on the 19th of July, 
cppcfite to Cutwa, on the Cofiimbuzar fide of the river. The 
major, having eroded the army the night before, in the morn¬ 
ing came up with a large body of the enemy’s troops, who were 
flrongly polled to oppofe his progrefs to the city, and having 
attacked them they weie routed after a fmall refinance, and 
with aninconfiderable Iois on our fide. A detached party under 
the command of captain Long, at the fame time, poffeffed 
themfelves of the fort of Cutwa on the other fide of the river, 
and all the artillery they had there, as well as what they had 
brought into the field fell into our hands. In this adtion Ma¬ 
homed Tuckey-Cawn, who it is faid commanded the attack 
on Mr. Amyau’s party, was mortally wounded, and died a few 
days after. 

The good effetls of this fucccfs, were difplayed in the eafy 
conqucit that followed of the city of Moorlhedabad, which the 
army entered with atrifiing opposition the 24th at night. Here 
the major eilabli'hed and proclaimed the Nabob Meer Jaffier 
in due form, and halted forr.e days to refrelh the army. 

On the zSth of July the major continued his march towards 
Mongheer ; and, on the 2d of Augult, having arrived near a 
place called Sooty, at the head of the Coffimbuzar river, a 
very obftinate engagement erffued, with a numerous army of 
the etiemy' , s belt troops and artillery, who thereby occupied a 
very flrong and advantageous poll. T he hand they made was 
relolute and uncommon for troops of this country, having 
cloLlv engaged our troops for no lefs than four hours ; how¬ 
ever, bv the intrepidity and good conduct of major Adams, 
and the remarkable bravery of the officers and men, the enemy 
fuilained a total deteat. The lofs on our fide was not fo con- 
fiderable, as might Lave been expedted Irom fo {eve re an ailicn, 
Confiding only 01 fix officers and iorty Europeans, and 292 fe- 


* See this volume, 
?$6, 262, 


p. 235. 244—252, 


poys 

f Ibid. p. 253, 
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The Englifli captives at Patna were all inhuman¬ 
ly maffacred, on the 6th of October 1 763, by or¬ 
der of Coffim Allee Cavvn ; who employed one 
Somers, a German, commonly called Soomeroo, 

to 


poys and black horfe killed and wounded : on the fide of the 
enemy a great number of men were killed and wounded, 23 
pieces of cannon, and about 150 boats laden with military and 
other ftores taken. Among thele latl were found all the artillery, 
and mod. of the llores of the Patna detachment : and within 
fome days after the adlion, between fixty and feventy of the 
men, who were taken prisoners at Patna, and had been en¬ 
gaged by foul means and fair, to ferve the enemy’s guns, re¬ 
turned to their colors. 

Immediately after this battle the major advanced with the 
army near to Kajamaul, about three or four miles from which 
place the encmv had thrown up a ltrong entrenchment from 
the hills to the river, and for the forcing of which it was judg¬ 
ed molt proper, for enfuring the fafety of the troops, to carry 
on regular approaches. Every thing having been accordingly- 
prepared, the works were begun upon the 29th of Augufl, and 
continued till the 5th of September, when the major refolved 
upon an aflaulc, which was executed with very little lofs, and 
their whole works in our pofieffion that morning. 

This fuccef, it was thought would be decifive of the fate of 
the war, as the enemy feemed to repofe their chief confidence in 
the ilrength of thefe w orks ; and by the lofs of them, were de» 
piived ot all fupplies of provifion from the province of Bengal, 
winch was entirely fecured to us. 

Major Adams, in his letters, where he gave an account of 
his feveral engagements with the enemy, bellowed jult praifes 
to major Carnac, major Knox, and other officers, who diftin- 
guilhed themfelves, as well as to the officers and troops in ge¬ 
neral, for their gallant behaviour. 

Governor Vanlittart, after the clofe of the foregoing ad¬ 
vices, wrote, that as the friends of the gentlemen, priioners 
with the late Nabob Coffim Aly, would be anxious to have a 
certain account of them, he tranfmitted the copy of a letter to 
major Adams, from Meff. Ellis and Hay, dated at Patna the 
4th of October, mentioning, that the number of prifoners was 
49, who were taking meafures for the purchafe of their deli¬ 
verance. On the major’s neaicr approach towards Patna, that 
officer was alfo endeavou. ing to eftett fo defirable an event—■ 
Governor Vanlittart afterwards advifed the redudtion ot Mong- 

beer, 



474 A VOYAGE TO 

to execute his infamous orders, which he under¬ 
took with a company of fepoys trained up by 
himfelf. Forty-nine gentlemen, of whom twenty- 
five were in irons, were murdered in one houfe, 
with about fifty foldiers in irons : and nine gentle¬ 
men, with the remaining part of the Enghfhmen 
who were prifoners, were put to death in other 
parts of the country where they were confined, a- 
mounting in the whole to about two hundred. 

Doctor Fullerton was the only perfon who e- 
fcaped from Patna, having received a pardon from 
Coffim Allee Cawn a few days before the mafiacre 
of the Englilh *. Tagulpat, the famous banker, 

and 


heer, on the i ith of Odober, by the major, without the lof* 
of one man before the t swn. 

Governor Yanfittait further acquainted the court of direc¬ 
tors, in a letter dated the 8th of Odober 1763. That if the 
war fhould not be brought to a fuccefsful end, he would flay in 
Bengal till the following year at all rifques, although it was 
the opinion of the phylicians, he was very incapable of going 
through another hot feafon. 

The court of diredors having a due fenfe of the gallant be¬ 
havior and great fervices of major Carnac, unanimoufly agreed 
to reftore him to the command of the company’s forces in Ben¬ 
gal f. 

f The curious reader is referred to a fuller account, fent by 
major Adams to the fecretary of ftate, and publifhed in the 
London Gazette the zzd of April, and 16th of Jane 1764. 

* This horrid mafiacre was perpetrated the very night that 
Coflim Allee Cawn received a letter f.om governor Vanfmart, 
who was particularly informed of this bloody ad of cruelty by 
major Adams, on the i-Sth and zjd, whereby it appears, that 
“ Soomeroo having invited oar gentlemen to fup with him, 
took that opportunity to bcyrow their knives and forks to en¬ 
tertain them in the Engliih manner. At night, when he ar¬ 
rived, he flood at fome diflance in the cook-room to give his 
orders ; and as foon as Meffrs. Ellis and Lufhington entered, 
the former was feized Dy the hair, and pulling his head back¬ 
ward, another cut his throat : on which Mr. Lufhington im¬ 
mediately knocked the murderer down with his fill, feized his 
A\ord, wounded one, and killed two more, before lie was 

cut 
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and his brother, with Ramnarain, late Subah of 
Patna; Rajah Bullub, and twenty-feven others, molt 
of them their relations or dependants, were put to 
death by the fame executioner: Ramnarain was 
thrown into the river, and the bodies of the others 
were expofed to be devoured by the beafts and birds 
of prey, and a guard of fepoys fet over them to pre¬ 
vent their relations from burning them according 
to the cuftom of their religion. 

Major Adams, on the 6th of November, took 
the city of Patna by ftorm * : after which, Coffim 
Allee Cawn retreated to Laffarum, and fromther.ee 
to the banks of the Carrainnaffa, the confines of the 
province, where he waited, with all his treafure and 
effeffs, for admittance into the country of Sujah 
Dowla, who was vizier to the Mogul -f-. 

The fugitive Coffim Allee Cawn was protefted 
by the Shah Zadda, who was defeated by the Eng- 
lifh troops, commanded by major Hedtor Monro, 
on the 23d of Odtober 1764, at Buxar, where he 
obtained a complete victory over the king and vizier 
of Indoftan, whofe army confided of fifty thou- 
fand men, of whom fix thoufand were killed, and 
all the reft difperfed. 


cut down himfelf. After which, the gentlemen, being alarm¬ 
ed by Mr. Smith, flood on their defence, and repulfed the fe¬ 
poys with plates and bottles. Soomeroo then ordered them to 
the top of the houfe, to fire down on theprifoners; which they 
obeyed with relu&ance, alledging, they could not think of 
murdering them in that manner; but if he would give the 
prifoners arms, they would fight them ; on which he knocked 
feveral of them down with bamboes.” The confequence was, 
all the gentlemen had their throats cut, or were fhot. 

* Ot which a particular account may be feen in the major’s 
letter to the fecretary of date, publifhed in the London Gazette 
of the 16th of June 1764. f Major Adams died of a aifor- 
aer in his bowels; and his death was foon followed by that of 
captain Knox. 


Such 
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Such was the fituation of affairs in India, when 
lord Clive embarked from England, on the 3d of 
June 1764, to reaffume the command in Bengal, 
where ic is not doubted, but his prefence will fettle 
every thing to the honor of the Britifh nation, and 
the advantage of the Englifii Eaft-India company *. 

As to what concerns the Englifh Eaft-India com¬ 
pany by the general treaty of peace, I have only to 
make the following obfervations, for the conclufion 
of this work. 

The two grand obje&s of the company, even 
from the time of commencing the negociation, un¬ 
der Mr. Pitt’s adminiftration, had conftantly been; 
firft, “ A total exclufion of the French from Ben¬ 
gal, where the company enjoyed extenfive and va¬ 
luable pofiefiions, and from whence they derived 
their moft profitable and valuable trade.” Second, 
“ In the reftitution of French territories, to fix fuch 
a period as would leave them nothing more than 
places of trade, without a fingle acquifition of ter¬ 
ritory by conqueft or grant from the country pow¬ 
ers ; and it was thought, that the year 1744 or 1745 
would effectually anfwer that purpofe.” 

This was the firft time the Britifh government 
undertook to make a peace for the Eaft-India com¬ 
pany ; and by the preliminary articles of peace, be¬ 
tween the kings of Great Britain, France and 
Spain, figned at Fontainbleau, the 3d of Novem¬ 
ber 1762, it was ftipulated as follows : 

Article X. “ In the Eaft-Indies, Great Bri¬ 
tain fhall reftore to France the feveral comptoirs 
which that crown had, on the coaft of Coromandel, 
as well as on that of Malabar, and alfo in Bengal, 


* His lordlhip embarked on board the Kent, at Portfmouth ; 
was at the Brazils in Oftober, and at the Cape of Good 
Hope in January 1767, from whence it was expected he would 
arri\e at Bengal in March foliowing. 
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at the commencement of hoflilities between the two 
companies in the year 1749, in the condition in 
which they now are.; on condition, that his moffc 
Chriftian majefty renounces the acquifitions which he 
has made on the coaft of Coromandel, fince the faid 
commencement of hoftilities between the two com¬ 
panies in the year 1749.” —“ His moft Chriftian 
majefty, on his fide fhall reftore all that he fhall 
have conquered from Great Britain, in the Eaft: In¬ 
dies, during the prefent war : and he alfo engages 
not to erect any fortifications, or to keep any troops 
in Bengal V* 

This article was objected to, and with great 
reafon ; but it was rectified in the definitive treaty 
of peace, between his Britannic majefty, the molt 
Chriftian king, and the king of Spain, conclud¬ 
ed at Paris, the 10th day of February 1763, where¬ 
by it was ftipulated as follows : 

Article XI. “ In the Eaft Indies, Great Britain 
fhall reftore to France, in the condition they are 
now in, the different factories, which that crown pof- 
fefled, as well on the coaft: of Coromandel and O- 
rixa, as on that of Malabar, as alfo in Bengal, at 
the beginning of the year 1749. Flis moft Chriftian 
majefty fhall reftore, on his fide, all that he may 
have conquered from Great Britain in the Eaft In¬ 
dies during the prefent war, and will exprefly caufe 


* By the xxi. article, it was alfo agreed, that “ all the 
countries and territories, which might have been conquered, 
in any part of the world whatfoever, by the arms of their 
Britannic and moft Faithful majefties, as well as thofe of their 
meft Chriftian and Catholic majefties, which were not includ¬ 
ed in the prefent articles, either under the title of ceffions, 
or under the title of reftitutions, Ihould be rellored without 
difficulty, and without requiring compenfations.” And by the 
next article, it was farther agreed, that “ the esmptoirs in 
the Eaft Indies (hould be reftore! fix months after the ratifica¬ 
tion of the definitive treaty, or foonci, if it could be done.” 

Nattal 
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Nattal and Tapanoully, in the ifland of Sumatra, 
to be reftored : he engages farther, not to eredt for¬ 
tifications, or to keep troops, in any part of the do¬ 
minions of the Soubah of Bengal. And in order to 
preferve future peace on the* coaft of Coromandel 
and Orixa, the Englifh and French (hall acknow¬ 
ledge Mahomet Ally Khan for lawful Nabob of the 
Carnatic ; and Salabat Jing for lawful Soubah of the 
Deckan : and both parties fhould renounce all de¬ 
mands and pretenfions of latisfaclion, with which 
they might charge each other, or their Indian allies, 
for the depredations, or pillage, committed on the 
one fide or the other, during the war.” 

Thus I am come to a conclufion of the war car¬ 
ried on by the Englifh and French in the Eaft In¬ 
dies, firft as auxiliaries to the princes of the country, 
and afterwards as declaied enemies, for the fpace 
of eight years ; wherein the Englifh troops acquired 
immortal honor for their king and country, and 
great advantages for the Englifh Eaft India com¬ 
pany ; which 1 heartily wifh maybe happily main¬ 
tained, honorably fupported, and prudently in- 
creafed. 
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